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3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR B 
GAUDETE SUNDAY                             

16th-17th DECEMBER 2017   

ENTRANCE  
 ANTIPHON 
 
Rejoice in the Lord 
always; again I say, 
rejoice. Indeed, the 
Lord is near. 
Philippians 4.4-5 
COMMUNION  
 ANTIPHON 
Say to the faint of 
heart: Be strong and 
do not fear. Behold, 
our God will come, 
and he will save us.  

1st Reading: Isaiah 61.1-11:  
Jesus would apply these words to 
define his own person—anointed 
by the Spirit to proclaim the Good 
News of God’s salvation. The joy 
this salvation brings is given to us 
during this holy season. 
 
Response to the Psalm: My soul 
rejoices in my God. 
 
2nd Reading: I Thessalonians 
5.16-24: Be happy, pray constant-
ly, give thanks to God, hold on to 
what is good. With these words, 
Paul reminds us of what it is to be 
Christian and tells us of the peace 
of God which comes from living 
like this. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! The Spirit of 
the Lord has been given to me. He 
has sent me to bring good news to 
the poor. Alleluia! 
 
Mark 1.1-8: John the Baptist is 
presented as a witness to Christ, the 
light which was coming into the 
world. John points away from him-
self and towards Christ. Later, he 
would say: “Christ must increase; I 
must decrease.” Like John, the 
Church is a witness to God’s action 
in Christ. And we become powerful 

witnesses to Christ 
when, through the way 
we live, we enable  
others to receive the 
Good News brought to 
us by the Lord. 

———————————————————————————————————————————————–

CHOIR PRACTICE FOR CHRISTMAS 
THIS SUNDAY AFTER THE 10AM 

MASS. 
NEW MEMBERS WARMLY  

WELCOMED. 

Boxes are still available this weekend for your  
donations to the Wayside Club. Thanks to all who 
have contributed. 

Mass to mark the 1st anniversary of Fr Naughton’s 
death and to pray for his eternal rest will take place 
this Tuesday 19th December at 7pm. 

Our Advent Service of Reconciliation will 
take place this Wednesday 20th December at 
7pm. I hope many of  you come along to this 
beautiful Service where we will experience 
reconciliation with God and with each  
other. Four priests will be available for 
Confession. 

LIGHTING A CANDLE AT CHRISTMAS 
If you would like to sponsor a light on our  
Christmas Tree for someone this season, for a  
special intention, or for your dear departed ones, 
please enter your details on the form provided.  
Place it with your donation in the box provided. 
This year your donation will be put towards the 
building fund.  

Please take a Christmas Card with my Christmas good wishes to you all and with the times of 
the Masses. Because of the church refurbishment, there will be an extra Mass at 5pm on  
Christmas Eve. Especially welcome at this Mass will be families with young children. 

Bring along to Mass next week the statues of the 
Child Jesus that you will use in your crib at home. 
At the end of Mass, they will be blessed in  
readiness for Christmas 

Please pray for the eternal rest of Karen 
Derbyshire who died on Thursday after a 
long illness. May the Lord’s Holy Spirit 
comfort and console her husband Lennie, 
her daughter Stephanie and her parents, 
Cathie and Frank at this time of their loss. 
Arrangements to be announced 



Please remember in your prayers our sick and housebound: Eddie Lebida, Karen Derbyshire, Betty Flynn, Isobel 

Gardner, Helen Kelly, Mary Kelly, Ann Martin, Walter Britton, Maureen Campbell, Lynett Moses, John McKernan, 
George Wisdom, Joan McKay, Michael McKay, John Ness, Mary Brown, Elizabeth Keachie, Paula Magee, Geraldine 
Creany, Dylan Ferguson, Jordan Ferguson,  May Kelly & Frances Rae. 

May God grant eternal rest to those who have recently died and whose month’s mind and anniversaries occur at 
this time: Fr James Naughton, Phil Haverstock, Jim McNulty, Paul McNulty, John & Veronica O’Dowd, John & 
Annabella Callan, James McCrossan, Mary McCrossan, John Dale, Andrew Phillips , John McKernan & Charles 
Meehan. 

HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 10am.  
Monday-Friday: 10am. 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request. 
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Thank you for your offering last week of £734 in the plate and £580 in Standing Orders 

The Parish Finance Committee meet this Monday at 5pm; the Liturgy 
Group also meet on Monday at 7pm, both meetings in the parish house. 
The altar servers meet in the church on Wednesday at 5.30pm. 

 

Advent and Christmas Events: 17th & 
20th December: Motherwell Diocesan 
Choir presents Carol, Sweetly Carol; Monday 
18th December: St Aidan’s High Christ-
mas Concert at 7.30pm; Tuesday 19th 
December: St Aidan’s High Pensioners’ 
Christmas Concert and Afternoon Tea at 
1.30pm. See the posters for more details. 

A big thanks to everyone who organised , 
prepared and served our Christmas lunch to 
our senior parishioners last Sunday, and to Mr 
Farrell for providing the entertainment. 
A guid time was had by all! 

The ST MARGARET’S CHILDREN AND 
FAMILY CARE SOCIETY is making its  
annual Christmas appeal. There will be a 
box at the crib for your donations. Or you 
can take a box home with you to place by 
your own crib for your donations there.  
Information leaflets are available. 

The diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes next 
year will take place from 20th-27th July. 
Leaflets are available and the poster is on 
display with further details. The theme for 
2018 is “Do whatever he tells you.” 

CHRISTMAS...Christm as is a strange tim e. It has a funny w ay 

of creating an empty space around us. Despite the hype, Christmas has 

a way of stripping our lives down to the essentials. In the midst of 

Christmas cheer, a small thin voice insists on posing a series of difficult 

questions: what does it all mean? Am I happy? what is my life for? how 

can I satisfy that itch within me? how can I satisfy that part of me that 

nothing seems to satisfy? how can I explain the wonder that I some-

times sense is at the heart of life? And we find ourselves putting our 

lives under a microscope. Wondering. 

It’s the equivalent of shuffling our way through a dense forest and then 

suddenly we find ourselves in a calm, silent clearance. And we get a 

calmer and more reflective view of where we are. Suddenly we have an 

opportunity to put things in perspective. It’s as if, in some peculiar way, 

we have been brought into our own presence. Fr Brendan Hoban 
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