7th SUNDAY OF YEAR A
18th-19th February 2017
ENTRANCE
ANTIPHON
O Lord, I trust in your
merciful love. My
heart will rejoice in
your salvation. I will
sing to the Lord who
has been bountiful
with me.
Psalm 12.6
COMMUNION
ANTIPHON
I will recount all your
wonders, I will rejoice
in you and be glad,
and sing psalms to
your name, O Most
High. Psalm 9.2-3

1st Reading: Leviticus 19.1-2.1718: This passage shows how
Jesus was steeped in the message
of the Old Testament. Already
here is the command to love our
neighbour as ourselves.

Response to the Psalm: The Lord
is compassion, compassion and
love.
2nd Reading: I Corinthians 3.1623: Together we form the sacred
Temple of God. We belong to
Christ and Christ belongs to God.
This is the divine wisdom we
have been given, a wisdom the
world can never understand.
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Alleluia! Alleluia! Speak,
If anyone loves me they will keep
my word, and my Father will love
them, and we shall come to them.
Alleluia!
Matthew 5.17-20: J esus continues
his radical teaching in the Sermon
on the Mount. We don’t return violence with violence; we love our
enemies and pray for those who give
us a hard time. We
can be holy and perfect as God is holy
and perfect because
God has given us
through Christ a
share in his holiness.

———————————————————————————————————————————————

WELCOME AND CONGRATULATIONS to Maya
Florence Hawthorne who will be
baptised this Sunday. May she and her
parents, Ellie and Gerald, grow
together in faith, hope and love.

The World Day of Prayer takes place
this year in the United Reform Church
on Friday 3rd March at 1.30pm. We are
all invited to the Service and to teas and
coffees afterwards in the Church Hall.

Catholic Education week ends this Sunday. We celebrate the importance of educating children and young people in
faith. Welcome to the teachers and pupils from our schools. At the end of the vigil Mass one of the teachers from St
Aidan’s will give a short address as will Mr Farrell at the end of the morning Mass. If you would like further information
on becoming a teacher in our Catholic schools, please contact the Catholic Education Service at: mail@sces.uk.com
There will be a 2nd collection this weekend to support the work of the Scottish Catholic Education Service.
Our final meeting of preparation for the Sacrament of Reconciliation takes place this
Wednesday 22nd February from 7-8pm in the Church Oratory.
Parents and adult family members are invited to attend. The purpose of the meetings is
to help you accompany your children more fully in their learning about the sacrament
and to give you the opportunity to deepen your own faith.
The dates for the preparation meetings for First Holy Communion are 1st, 8th,
15th & 22nd March. The first meeting on 1st March will begin at 6.30pm; the
others will go from 7-8pm.

GROWING IN FAITH DURING LENT
Our GROWING IN FAITH groups will begin during this Lent. I suggest that each group meet
twice during the season: GROWING IN THE WORD: Thursday 2nd & 23rd March; GROWING
IN THE EUCHARIST: Tuesday 14th March & 4th April; GROWING IN MISSION: Thursday 9th
& 30th March. The core members of the groups are our Readers for Growing in the Word; our
Eucharistic Ministers for Growing in the Eucharist and the members of the St Vincent de Paul
Conference for Growing in Mission. Every parishioner is welcome to any of the groups and I hope
many of you will come along and experience what will be on offer. Meetings from 7-8pm.

Lent begins a week on Wednesday, 1st
March. Mass and the distribution of
ashes will be celebrated at 10am and
7.30pm. A leaflet with more information of Services and meetings
during the season will be available
next week.
PRAYER AND CONTEMPLATION IN THE
CATHOLIC TRADITION

You are invited to explore the richness of our Catholic prayer and spiritual tradition during 4 sessions
in the Xavier Centre, Carfin on 8th, 15th, 22nd and
29th March from 11.15am-12.45pm. The sessions
will be led by Anne Moore and Fr Tom Magill. No
need to book. No cost. Just come along.
See the poster in the porch.

Please note that there will be a partial closure
of the Hall car park this Wednesday
morning. Please take care when parking.
The next Men’s night takes place on
Saturday 4th March from 7-11pm in the Hall.
The Parish Mission & Evangelisation Group meet this
Tuesday at 7pm in the Church house.
The next meeting of the Parish finance Group is Tuesday 28th February. If you have any issues you would
like to be raised please contact one of the group.

Street Level is looking for volunteers to join
the project steering committee. Contact
Jim McIntyre on 751818

Community Building Agency - Lenten Small Faith Sharing Groups
A preparation evening for Lent will be in the Xavier Centre, Carfin on Thursday the 23rd February
at 7.30pm. Father Dominic Quinn will lead the evening. He will be reflecting on Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter, “Misericordia et Misera”. In the letter Pope Francis considers what happens now
that the Jubilee Year of Mercy is over. We hope you will encourage as many people as possible to
come along as these evenings are not exclusively for small group participants.
Our own parish faith-sharing group starts meeting again the week beginning 26th February
through Lent for 6 weeks. Why not consider joining? Please sign up on the sheet in the porch.
17th March. St Patrick's Night. Irish stew and soda bread. £10 per ticket. Music by Pat Cain. Prizes for the raffle are
requested—please put them in the box in the porch.

CHURCH ROOF REPAIR: The main r oof beam in the chur ch has now been r epaired and the work is guaranteed for twenty years. The scaffolding is still there to give
time for the resin to set but will be dismantled at the beginning of the week and everything will be cleared up. I’m very grateful to Liam Gault for overseeing the work. Take a
look at the failed beam displayed in the oratory if you want a fright! Photos of the completed work can be viewed there too. Invitations to tender will soon be sent out for the
redevelopment of the transept into the new Multifunction Area. Drawings and detailed
plans for this area will be put on display to keep everyone up to date on what is proposed.

Thank you for last week’s collection which came to £696 in the plate and £580 in Orders. January
Lucky numbers winners: 1st Pat Douglas; 2nd Dennis Boyle; 3rd Marion O’Hara
Please remember in your prayers our sick and housebound: Helen Kelly, Chrissie Kelly, Mary Canning, John
McConville, Roisin Daly, James Sloan, Karen Forbes, Mary Kelly, Betty McCann, Ann Martin, Walter Britton,
Raymond Gallagher, Maureen Campbell, John Wilson, Peter Daly, Patricia Clisby, Una Delaney, Isobel Gardner,
Lynett Moses, Mary Whitcombe, John McKernan, George Wisdom, Joan McKay, Michael McKay, Anne Marie
Reilly, Maurizio Puricelli, Irene Kane, Aaron Joseph Higgins, Maryellen O’Farrell & Karen Derbyshire

May God grant eternal rest to those who have recently died and whose month’s mind and anniversaries occur at
this time: Maureen McCarra & Bridie Kelly

HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 10am.
Monday-Friday: 10am.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request.
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