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15th-16th September 2018               
ENTRANCE  
 ANTIPHON 
 
Give peace, O Lord, 
to those who wait for 
you, that your proph-
ets be found true. 
Hear the prayers of 
your servant, and of 
your people Israel. 
Sirach 36.18 
 
COMMUNION  
 ANTIPHON 
 
How precious is your 
mercy, O God! Your 
children seek shelter 
in the shadow of your 
wings. Psalm 35.8 

1st Reading: Isaiah 50.5-9: This 
passage is one of the so-called 
Songs of the Suffering Servant. 
Isaiah, reflecting on suffering, 
sees it no longer as a sign of 
God’s judgement but a place of 
his powerful presence and a 
means of bringing about his re-
demptive will for humankind. 
 
Response to the Psalm:  
I will walk in the presence of the 
Lord, in the land of the living. 
 
2nd Reading: James 2.14-18: The 
Letter of James constantly returns 
to the theme of good works. Faith 
without them is dead. Goodness of 
life flow from our experience of 
being accepted by God which is 
gifted to us through faith. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Speak, I am the 
Way, the Truth and the Life, says 
the Lord; no one can come to the 
Father except through me.  
Alleluia! 
 
Mark 7.27-35: This is a turning 
point in the Gospel of Mark. After 
Peter confesses his belief in Jesus as 
Messiah, Jesus explains what sort of 
Messiah he will be—one who is re-
jected, who will suffer die and then 
rise. Peter wants none of this—he 
pictures the Messiah as earthly, full 
of power and status, able to smite his 
foes. The second part of the Gospel 
shows how this suffering Messiah 
will bring life to everyone. 

———————————————————————————————————————————————–

Parents who have not yet enrolled their chil-
dren for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and 
First Holy Communion are asked to contact Fr 
Magill by the end of the month 

Thank you for last week’s collection 
which came to £701.70 in the plate and 
£610 in Standing Orders. September’s 
special collection was £724.55. Thank 
you for your generous support. 

PARISH ASSEMBLY 
Sincere thanks to all of you who took part in our Parish Assembly. This is an  
important part of our response to Pope Francis’ appeal to “walk together” in the 
Church, all of us in our different ways taking up the baptismal call to participate 
fully in our Catholic life. Only in this way will our Church be reformed and  
sanctified, with each of us taking up Christ’s call to follow him in bringing his 
Good News to the world and growing in holiness of life. A written report of the 
assembly’s transactions will be available in the next couple of weeks. 

Fr Magill goes off on retreat this coming Friday, to the Benedictine Monastery of Bose in northern 
Italy, then to a conference in Rome, returning for Tuesday 25th September. I will be remembering 
all the parishioners and your intentions in my prayers and at Mass, 

We warmly welcome to our parish this week Fr 
John McLean of the Missionaries of Africa (the 
White Fathers). We hope you have a pleasant stay 
with us, Fr John. Fr Bill Harrison will be here 
from Wednesday until the following Monday. 

Please pray for the eternal rest of Malcolm 
Black. Malcolm’s deceased mother,  
Nancy, was a parishioner. Arrangements 
for the Requiem Mass have still to be 
made. 

Thank you for your generous support 
in last week’s collection in the plate, 
in Standing Orders and in September's 
special collection. 



Please remember in your prayers our sick and housebound: Isobel Gardner, Helen Kelly, Ann Martin, Walter 
Britton, Maureen Campbell, Lynett Moses, George Wisdom, Michael McKay, Mary Brown, Paula Magee, Geraldine 
Creany, Dylan Ferguson, Jordan Ferguson, Gertrude Love, Jonathan Sutton, Frank Meehan  John Leslie &  
Editha Ferrer. 

May God grant eternal rest to those who have recently died and whose month’s mind and anniversaries occur at 
this time: Susan Gillan, Timothy Sullivan, Sid Adamson, Nora Mason & James McCarron. 

HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 10am.  
Monday-Friday: 10am. 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request. 
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SCIAF are involved in the emergency 
response to the floods in Kerala in In-
dia. Many Catholics from that region 
live in our diocese and throughout  
Scotland. To find out how you may help, 
please visit www.sciaf.org.uk 

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for September is that the young people of Africa 
may have access to education and work in their own countries. 

This month’s Lucky numbers winners; 
1st No 7 £125 Vivienne Binnie 
2nd No 36 £75 John Flynn 
3rd No 65 £50 Ian Kelly  
The cheques can be picked up in the  
sacristy. 

The annual St Athanasius Bowling Day at Castlehill 
Bowling Club takes place on Sunday 23rd September 
from 9.30am. This is open to all from the age of 9 years        
upwards even if you’ve never played bools before (it’s 
a fun day). Food and refreshments available all day. If 
you want to take part, please contact Chic Meehan,   
Eddie Grattan or John Kelly on 07852132540. 

The 2018 Street Level Annual General Meeting will take place at the Street Level 
Youth Centre on Wednesday 19 September at 7.30pm. All are invited. 

Bishop Toal will preside at a Diocesan Mass  
celebrating Marriage and Family Life on 
Wednesday 19th September at 7pm in  
Motherwell Cathedral. Couples will be invited to 
renew their vows. This could be a beautiful 
event for you and your family. Please sign up on 
the sheet in the welcome area. Transport can be 
arranged if there are enough numbers. 

To celebrate the 10th anniversary of the 
opening of St Athanasius’ Hall, there will be a  
buffet and dance on Saturday 27th October. 
For more information, please contact John 
Kelly on 07591 996709. 

The Association of Catholic Primary Head Teachers are 
hosting a Recruitment of New Catholic Teachers Event 
on Wednesday 19th September at 7pm at 
Holy Family Church Hall, Mossend. The 
purpose of the evening is to provide in-
formation, advice and support to those 
who are interesting in pursuing a career 
as a Catholic Teacher. For more information, 
please contact Claire O’Neill 01698275630. 

Bless our sick today so that they may bear their illness in union with Jesus' sufferings and restore them quickly to health. 
Bless those who have grown old and give them courage and strength in their faith. Lead us all to eternal glory. We ask 
this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
Mother of Perpetual Help, pray for us.


