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ENTRANCE  
 ANTIPHON 
You are just, O 
Lord, and your 
judgement is right; 
treat your servant 
in accord with your 
merciful love.  
Psalm 118.137 
 
COMMUNION  
 ANTIPHON 
Like the deer that 
years for running 
streams, so my soul 
is yearning for you, 
my God; my soul is 
thirsting for God, 
the living God. 
Psalm 41.2-3 
 

1st Reading: Wisdom 9.13-
18: This passage picks up on 
a theme present throughout 
the Scriptures—God’s ways 
are not our ways. The person 
of wisdom recognises the 
limitations of human 
knowledge and understand-
ing. 
 
Response to the Psalm:  
O Lord, you have been our 
refuge from one generation 
to the next. 
 
2nd Reading: Paul’s Letter 
to Philemon 9-17: An old 
man and imprisoned, Paul 
shows his on-going concern 
for others and the gospel, as 
these words about Onesimus 
show. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! I 
call you friends, says the Lord, 
because I have made known to 
you everything I have learnt 
from my Father. Alleluia!  
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 
Luke 14.25-33: The Lord 
teaches that family ties can be 
just that—relationships which 
close down and stifle and  
impede growth. An adult faith 
sees all relationships in the light 
of the divine and understands 
that true commitment to others 

enables real indi-
vidual progress. 
Giving up posses-
sions means first 
and foremost  
abandoning posses-
siveness.  

———————————————————————————————————————————————–

23rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

YEAR C  

7th-8th September 2019 

The renovation of the church will be completed in the next few days. We are 
deeply grateful to all our contractors for their excellent workmanship and 
cheerful cooperation. So next week, back to church! 

Our “Together in Christ” experience begins this Sunday evening with Registration 
in the Hall at 7pm followed by dinner at 7.30pm. Please pray that this week of  
prayer and reflection will be a time of grace and draw us more closely to Christ and 
each other. 

Our first two baptismal preparation 
meetings take place on Sunday 15th 
& 22nd September 7-8pm. If you 
plan to have a child baptised before 
Christmas, please contact Fr Magill 
as soon as possible. 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) will 
begin this month. If you know of anyone who is think-
ing of becoming Catholic, please get in touch. RCIA is 
also open to any parishioner who would like to explore 
more deeply questions of faith. 

Congratulations to John & Helen Green who 
recently celebrated 60 years of marriage. 
Wonderful! May God continue to bless them 
and keep them.  

A big thanks and best wishes to Ian Kelly who 
is retiring as hall-keeper after ten years in the 
job.  And a warm welcome to Eddie Barr who is 
taking over. Please continue to support the hall 
by using it for your family celebrations. 



Please remember in your prayers our sick and housebound: Isobel Gardner, Helen Kelly, Ann Martin, Walter 

Britton, Maureen Campbell, Lynett Moses, George Wisdom, Michael McKay, Paula Magee, Geraldine Creany, Dylan 
Ferguson, Jordan Ferguson, Gertrude Love, Jonathan Sutton, John Leslie, Eddie Lebida, Andrew Lauder, Silvio  
Jaconelli, Betty & Ed McKay & Eddie Donnelly. 

May God grant eternal rest to those who have recently died and whose month’s mind and anniversaries occur at 
this time: Romualdo Coppolaro, John & Teresa Berry & James Scott 

HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am.  
Monday-Friday: 10am. 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request. 
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Pope Francis’ Prayer intention for September: The Protection of the Oceans—                       
That politicians, scientists and economists work together to protect the world's seas and 
oceans. 

Carluke Men’s Shed are hosting a 
Quiz Night in Carluke Bowling Club 
on Friday 13th September 7-10.30pm. 
See the noticeboard for more details. 

The annual pilgrimage in honour of the Venerable  
Margaret Sinclair takes place in St Patrick’s Edinburgh on 
Sunday 8th September. See the poster on the board. 

The annual diocesan retreat takes place in the Conforti Xaverian Centre, Coatbridge on  
Saturday-Sunday 21st-22nd September. Pope Francis has declared October an Extraordinary 
Missionary Month and the diocese is promoting the retreat as an opportunity to prepare for 
the month. Please see the poster on the board for further details. Courses on Parish Ministry 
and Catechesis are now being offered by the diocese in partnership with the Maryvale Institute, 
Birmingham. If you would like to find out more about these course, please come along to an 
Information Evening here in St Athanasius’ on Tuesday 24th September, 7.30-8.30pm. 

Michael and Estelle Webster are soon to walk another 150km of the Camino de 
Santiago, raising funds for the church refurbishment. If you would like to           
sponsor them please go to justgiving.com, type Michael and Estelle into Search 
and select the photo which will take you to their  webpage. No internet      
access? Cash donations are also very welcome! If you are viewing this online, 
use this link https://www.justgiving.com/Michael-and-Estelle-Webster?
utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraisingpage&utm_content=Michael-
and-Estelle-Webster&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=2ZAg2A8XD.  

Lanark & District U3A  is a lively & diverse organisation, not defined by age but for the retired & semi-retired.  Our 
first meeting of the new session is on Wednesday 18th September, in Lanark Memorial Hall, at 2pm when Julie Muir 
from Lanark Fire station will speak about, ‘Health & Safety in the home.’ Come along and find out more about what 
this invaluable organisation has to offer you in your retirement. 

 SUNDAY TAKEAWAY: The strong contrast in Jesus’ words (hate father and mother) is Hebrew idiom for what we 
would call establishing priorities. We may have to make choices between the call of the Lord and the pull of family. 
Jesus is talking to the large crowds who were drawn to him; here as elsewhere he warns against an attraction that is 
too impulsive and emotional. What do you ask of me, Lord? Let me know the cost. 
In prayer it is just me and God; for a while all else is given up. I need nothing to pray except myself. This is how I 
came into the world and how I will go - naked of all I possess and own. This can be an experience of great freedom. 
Prayer is the moment of offering the self to God - the true and real self without the ‘possessions' which can some-
times block God's invitation and grace. 
How much am I able to let go? I ask God to help me to grow in freedom, to be ready to follow and to serve in new 
ways. 
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Please pray for our sick and housebound.Lord our God. For you have called us to serve you and one another in love. Bless our sick and housebound today so that they may bear their illness in union with Jesus' sufferings and restore them quickly to health. Bless those who have grown old in your service and give them courage and strength in their faith. Lead us all to eternal glory. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.




