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ENTRANCE  
 ANTIPHON 
 

O people of Sion, 
behold, the Lord 
will come to save 
the nations, and the 
Lord will make the 
glory of his voice 
heard in the joy of 
your heart.  
Isaiah 30.19 
 
COMMUNION  
 ANTIPHON 
 
Jerusalem, arise 
and stand upon the 
heights, and behold 
the joy which 
comes to you from 
God. Baruch 5.5 
 

1st Reading: Isaiah 11.1-10: 
Isaiah anticipates the coming 
Messiah on whom the Spirit of 
God will rest and through 
whom the whole of creation 
will experience reconciliation 
with God. 

 
Response to the Psalm: In his 
days justice shall flourish 
and peace till the moon 
fails. 
 
2nd Reading: Romans 15.4-9:  
Paul encourages us to learn 
from the examples given us in 
the Scriptures in order to be 
filled with hope and not give 
up. United in mind and voice, 
and following the example of 
Christ Jesus, we will give glory 
to God and be his instruments 
in carrying out the promises he 
made of old. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Prepare a path for the Lord, 
make his paths straight, and 
all humankind shall see the 
salvation of God.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 
Matthew 3.1-12:  John the Bap-
tist is the personality of Advent. 
His diet and attire reveal a man 
unencumbered with the things of 
this world and protective of our 
good earth. His command to  
repent is more properly translated 
change your minds. Christ’s  
coming reverses all the priorities 
of this world and demands of those 
who would follow him a close  
examination of their mind-set. The 

reconciliation Christ 
brings enables us to 
live at peace with 
others, with creation 
and with God. 

———————————————————————————————————————————————–

HYMNS FOR MASS: Entrance 97; Offertory 328;  
Communion 768 &87; Exit 785.   

2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

YEAR A 

7th-8th December 2019 

I thank you all sincerely for your many Mass cards, expressions of sympathy and assurances of 
prayer on my brother Henry’s death. Deep thanks also for your presence at his Requiem Mass 
and for your contribution to the Down’s Syndrome Association which came to a magnificent 
£1076. It is a privilege as a priest to belong to a loving and supportive parish community at 
such a time. May God bless you all.  

Everyone who took part in our Together in Christ 
week during September is invited to come together 
again to reflect on our experience together. We 
meet for afternoon tea from 2-4pm this Sunday 8th 

December. I hope you will be able to be present. 

There will be a box in the Gathering  
Area over the next two weeks for the  
annual toy/gift appeal. Please label each 
gift boy/girl + age or male/female adult. 
We are also looking for boxes of biscuits 
to give to each family. 

WAYSIDE CLUB: Boxes will be available over the next two weeks for WRAPPED parcels 
of gloves, hats, jumpers, underwear etc. Could you please label the parcels MALE or          
FEMALE plus parcel content. 

There will be a 2nd collection today for the church refurbishment. This month’s Lucky Numbers winners: 1st: No 1 
John Foster; 2nd No 6 Eddie Lebida; 3rd No 13 Wilma Ross 



Please remember in your prayers our sick and housebound: Isobel Gardner, Helen Kelly, Ann Martin, Walter 

Britton, Maureen Campbell, Lynett Moses, George Wisdom, Michael McKay, Paula Magee, Geraldine Creany, Dylan 
Ferguson, Jordan Ferguson, Gertrude Love, Jonathan Sutton, John Leslie, Silvio Jaconelli, Betty & Ed McKay, & Kasia 
Donnelly. 

May God grant eternal rest to those who have recently died and whose month’s mind and anniversaries occur at 
this time: Freddie Franchitti, John & Veronica O’Dowd, John & Annabella Callan, Anna Palazzo, Murdo Macleod, 
Isabella Strange & Jim Mays. 

HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am.  
Monday-Friday: 10am. 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request. 
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Pope Francis’ Prayer intention for November: The Future of the Very Young 
That every country take the measures necessary to prioritize the future of the very 
young, especially those who are suffering. 

Christmas cards and gifts are now on sale in our 
shop. The parish Christmas card with the photo of 
the church is still available, price £1 

Motherwell Diocesan Choir will once again be 
here for a Christmas Carol Service on Sunday 
evening 22nd December. Members of the other 
Carluke churches will join us for what promises 
to be a beautiful evening of music. Take this time 
out in the final approach to Christmas to relax in 
God’s presence and with each other.  

We continue our Growing in Faith Together sessions this Tuesday 10th December at 7pm. This 
year I would like to look at the Bible and its use at Mass. Everyone is welcome. I encourage  
especially our readers to come along. 

Please take a copy of the letter from the  
bishops of Scotland offering some reflections 
on the forthcoming General Election.  

Bambinelli Sunday, when we bring to be 
blessed the figures of the baby Jesus 
which will be placed in our cribs, takes 
place next weekend the 3rd Sunday of 
Advent, December 15th. Please see the 
poster.  

Our Readers and Eucharistic Ministers will be recommissioned during our Masses this weekend. 
I am deeply grateful to each of them for their participation in these important ministries. If 
you would like to become involved, please see me.  

Our Advent Service of Reconciliation takes 
place on Thursday 19th December at 7.30pm. 
This is an opportunity to reflect on our lives 
and to identify those areas which need  
attending. The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
offers a powerful experience of God’s mercy 
and forgiveness. 

Thanks again to Jack Murphy and Jim Stewart for their work in erecting our Memorial Cross. 
And thanks to Wendy and Pat Leonard for donating the slate centrepiece. The lime tree in the 
front garden has now been pruned—we’ll see a beautiful crown on it in the spring. 

St Aidan’s High School are hosting a Christmas Concert on Monday 16th December at 7.30pm and 
a Pensioners’ Concert on Tuesday 17th at 1.45pm. Please phone the school office on 01698 
522738 to reserve your ticket. See the posters on the noticeboard. 

SUNDAY TAKEAWAY: There is a dynamic to John ’s ministry that one also finds in Jesus. It is 
a movement of withdrawal and engagement. Jesus recedes from society where he is tempted for 
forty days, prays to the Father, and radiates the transfigured glory of the Godhead. Yet, like John, 
he returns from the desert in the power of the Spirit to proclaim liberty. The mission of the church 
as forerunner of the Second Coming flourishes when the people of God remember that they are 
wayfarers who hear the siren song of the Spirit calling them first to withdraw into the presence of 
God and then to extend that presence to others. Dale L Coulter 
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