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ENTRANCE  
 ANTIPHON 
 

Drop down dew 
from above, you 
heavens, and let the 
clouds rain down 
the Just One; let 
the earth be opened 
and bring forth a 
saviour. 
Isaiah 45.8 
 
COMMUNION  
 ANTIPHON 
 
Behold, a Virgin 
shall conceive and 
bear a son; and his 
name will be called 
Emmanuel. 
Isaiah 7.14 

1st Reading: Isaiah 7.10-14: 
Ahaz, a powerful king of Is-
rael, refuses to consult God, 
despite the divine invitation 
to do so. He is too confident 
in his own strength. Despite 
this, God offers the sign of 
the maiden with child who 
would be called Emmanuel.  
 
Response to the Psalm:  
Let the Lord enter! He is 
the king of glory. 
 
2nd Reading: Romans 1.1-7: 
Paul affirms that he has been 
appointed to preach the Good 
News about Christ Jesus, hu-
man according to his earthly 
descent and divine as Son of 
God. Through him all of us 
are God’s beloved and called 
to be saints.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
The Virgin will conceive and 
give birth to a son and they 
will call him Emmanuel, a 
name which means ‘God-is-
with-us.’  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 
Matthew 1.18-24: Joseph 
makes up his mind to leave 
Mary when he hears about her 
pregnancy. Then in a dream the 
angel urges him not to be afraid 
but to take Mary as his wife 
since the child conceived is 
through the Holy Spirit. When 

he awakes, despite 
his confusion, he 
understands that 
God is at work in 
all these events and 
with faith takes 
Mary to his home. 

———————————————————————————————————————————————–

HYMNS FOR MASS 
Entrance 112; Offertory 113  

Communion 339 & 344; Exit 117.   

4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

YEAR A 

21st-22nd December 2019 

Thank you for your deep generosity in your response to the toy appeal for the 
needy children of the parish and to the Wayside appeal for the homeless. Let’s 
keep them in our prayers over Christmastime. 

Please pick up a Christmas card with my greetings to each of you and with the 
times of our Masses. May the Lord bless all our families and each of us in these  
final days before Christmas that we may worthily celebrate his Nativity. 

Remember, Motherwell Diocesan Choir 
will once again be here for a Christmas 
Carol Service this Sunday evening starting 
at 7.30. Members of the other Carluke 
churches will join us for what promises to 
be a beautiful evening of music. Take this 
time out in the final approach to  
Christmas to relax in God’s presence and 
with each other.  

Thanks to everyone who attended our 
Advent Service of Reconciliation on 
Thursday. Confessions will still be 
available in St Mary’s Cleland on  
Sunday from 5-6pm and in St Brigid’s 
Nemains and St Thomas’  Wishaw on 
Monday from 7pm. 



Please remember in your prayers our sick and housebound: Isobel Gardner, Helen Kelly, Ann Martin, Walter 

Britton, Maureen Campbell, Lynett Moses, George Wisdom, Michael McKay, Paula Magee, Geraldine Creany, Dylan 
Ferguson, Jordan Ferguson, Gertrude Love, Jonathan Sutton, John Leslie, Silvio Jaconelli, Betty & Ed McKay, & Kasia 
Donnelly. 

May God grant eternal rest to those who have recently died and whose month’s mind and anniversaries occur at 
this time: Fr James Naughton, James Ross, Jim McNulty, Paul McNulty, Henry Magill & Mark Tully,  

HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am.  
Monday-Friday: 10am. 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request. 
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Bishop Toal’s Christmas message to us: 
Pope Francis wrote a lovely letter recently to us all from the Shrine of the Nativity at Greccio, the 
site of the First Christmas Crib set up by St Francis of Assisi in December 1223.  He concluded his 
reflections on the beauty of the Christmas Crib as follows: 
“Dear Brothers and Sisters, the Christmas Crib is part of the precious but demanding process of 
passing on the faith. Beginning in childhood and at every stage of our lives, it teaches us to con-
template Jesus, to experience God’s love for us, to feel and believe that God is with us and that we 
are with him, his children, Brothers and Sisters all. We give thanks to that child who is Son of God 
and Son of the Virgin Mary, and realise that in this knowledge we find true happiness. Like St 
Francis may we open our hearts to this simple grace, so that from our wonderment a humble prayer 
may arise, a prayer of thanksgiving to God, who willed to share with us his all, and thus never to 
leave us alone.” 
In union with our Holy Father I wish you a very happy and holy Christmas, and the peace of Christ 
in the year ahead. +Joseph Toal, Bishop of Motherwell 

The Holy Innocents Mass this year will be celebrated in St Patrick's Coatbridge   
on 28th December 2019 at 10am.  

SUNDAY TAKEAWAY; Between promise and fulfilment, there lies a long gap in time. Our 
readings this Sunday insert us firmly within that gap. Most of Advent we have been re-
minded of the virtue of patience in our waiting for God. We have been told that patience 
is the virtue of living without grumbling or anxiety, and that this waiting is not dead time 
but that something is happening within us as our faith and hope in the Lord deepens. And 
yet, there is some other posture quite distinct from patience that we are invited to learn 
from our readings this Sunday about how we might live in this gap between promise and 
fulfilment. Rather than adopt a posture of polite refusal to God, of not daring to ask God 
for signs of God’s presence and to trust that God will indeed come to us, we are invited 
instead to be eager, to cultivate deep longing in our hearts for Immanuel, the God who is 
always with us. Polite refusals to God can only lead to dead time and withered hearts. 
However, eagerness for the coming of the Lord brings about decisive changes to our lives. 
It makes us daring and creative, willing to take risks for the sake of those placed in our 
care. Indeed, this eager longing is borne and nourished by God’s love. Fr Mark Aloysius SJ. 

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for december: The Future of the Very Young 
That every country take the measures necessary to prioritize the future of the very young, 
especially those who are suffering. 
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Dave F. Deady
Please pray for our sick and housebound.Lord our God. For you have called us to serve you and one another in love. Bless our sick and housebound today so that they may bear their illness in union with Jesus' sufferings and restore them quickly to health. Bless those who have grown old in your service and give them courage and strength in their faith. Lead us all to eternal glory. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.




