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As you will have heard, all Masses and Services are suspended during this present 
health emergency. We do want, however, to keep in touch as best we can during this 
difficult time. We remember that the Church is not primarily buildings but is  
constituted by all of us who together are the Body of Christ and the Temple of the 
Holy Spirit.  
 
As we maintain contact, we will discover new ways of “being Church” by  
continuing to proclaim Christ through our lives, serving the poor and needy and 
maintaining a healthy prayer and spiritual life.  
 
 
The Sunday readings of Scripture are  published on this bulletin. Please use these 
readings, especially the Gospel, throughout the week as a source of reflection and 
meditation. The readings for daily Mass can be found on Universalis, a link to which 
can be found on our website. They are also available in iBreviary, which can be 
downloaded from the App Store.  
 
 
A lovely little prayer someone kindly gave me, especially good for our children:  
 
As I wash my hands today, wash my heart from fear, I pray. 
Wash my mind from needless fret, wash the world from deadly threat. 
Wash the needy with your grace, wash me as I seek your face. 
Wash me, Lord, every part, wash me body, mind and heart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Readings 

FIRST READING 
Ez 37:12-14 

I will put my spirit in you that you may live. 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel 
 

Thus says the Lord GOD: 

O my people, I will open your graves 
   and have you rise from them, 
   and bring you back to the land of Israel. 
Then you shall know that I am the LORD, 
   when I open your graves and have you rise from them, 
   O my people! 
I will put my spirit in you that you may live, 
   and I will settle you upon your land; 
   thus you shall know that I am the LORD. 
I have promised, and I will do it, says the LORD. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 

R. (7) With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemp-
tion. 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; 
   LORD, hear my voice! 
Let your ears be attentive 
   to my voice in supplication. 
 
R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 
 
If you, O LORD, mark iniquities, 
   LORD, who can stand? 
But with you is forgiveness, 
   that you may be revered. 
 
R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 
 
I trust in the LORD; 
   my soul trusts in his word. 
More than sentinels wait for the dawn, 
   let Israel wait for the LORD. 
 
R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 
 
For with the LORD is kindness 
   and with him is plenteous redemption; 
And he will redeem Israel 
   from all their iniquities. 
 
R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption. 

HYMNS FOR MASS: 
Entrance 965; Com-

munion 720 & 629; Ex-



SECOND READING 
Rom 8:8-11 

The Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you. 

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 
 
Brothers and sisters: 
Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
But you are not in the flesh; 
   on the contrary, you are in the spirit, 
   if only the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Whoever does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 
But if Christ is in you, 
   although the body is dead because of sin, 
   the spirit is alive because of righteousness. 
If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, 
   the one who raised Christ from the dead 
   will give life to your mortal bodies also, 
   through his Spirit dwelling  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
Jn 11:25a, 26 

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord 
whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will never die 
whoever follows me will have the light of life. 

GOSPEL 
John 11 

 

The sisters of Lazarus sent word to Jesus, saying, 
   “Master, the one you love is ill.” 
When Jesus heard this he said, 
   “This illness is not to end in death, 
   but is for the glory of God, 
   that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 
So when he heard that he was ill, 
   he remained for two days in the place where he was. 
Then after this he said to his disciples, 
   “Let us go back to Judea.” 
 
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus 
   had already been in the tomb for four days. 
When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, 
   she went to meet him; 
   but Mary sat at home. 
 

 



. 
Martha said to Jesus, 
   “Lord, if you had been here, 
   my brother would not have died. 
But even now I know that whatever you ask of God, 
   God will give you.” 
Jesus said to her, 
   “Your brother will rise.” 
Martha said, 
   “I know he will rise, 
   in the resurrection on the last day.” 
Jesus told her, 
   “I am the resurrection and the life; 
   whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, 
   and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?” 
She said to him, “Yes, Lord. 
I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, 
   the one who is coming into the world.” 
 
He became perturbed and deeply troubled, and said, 
   “Where have you laid him?” 
They said to him, “Sir, come and see.” 
And Jesus wept. 
So the Jews said, “See how he loved him.” 
But some of them said, 
   “Could not the one who opened the eyes of the blind man 
   have done something so that this man would not have died?” 
 
So Jesus, perturbed again, came to the tomb. 
It was a cave, and a stone lay across it. 
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” 
Martha, the dead man’s sister, said to him, 
   “Lord, by now there will be a stench; 
   he has been dead for four days.” 
Jesus said to her, 
   “Did I not tell you that if you believe 
   you will see the glory of God?” 
So they took away the stone. 
And Jesus raised his eyes and said, 
   “Father, I thank you for hearing me. 
I know that you always hear me; 
   but because of the crowd here I have said this, 
   that they may believe that you sent me.” 
And when he had said this, 
   he cried out in a loud voice, 
   “Lazarus, come out!” 
The dead man came out, 
   tied hand and foot with burial bands, 
   and his face was wrapped in a cloth. 
So Jesus said to them, 
   “Untie him and let him go.” 
 
Now many of the Jews who had come to Mary 
   and seen what he had done began to believe in him. 



 

Prayers of the Faithful – 5
th

 Sunday of Lent - Year A 

 

29
th

 March 2020 

 

 We pray for the Church – may God transform our fears into hope, selfishness 

into love, and death into new life. 

 

 Lord hear us 

 

 We pray for Pope Francis, our Bishops and Priests – may they lead their flock 

through these dark times and provide comfort and solace to all who yearn for a 

return to the sacraments and Holy Mass. 

 

 Lord hear us 

 

 We pray for all who face death each day, particularly our emergency services, 

doctors, nurses, hospital workers and chaplains – may God strengthen their 

spirits and help them honour the life of each person they assist and support 

their families and loved ones. 

 

 Lord hear us 

 

 We continue to pray for all who are working selflessly to care and treat victims 

of the Coronavirus epidemic spreading across the world and those working to 

find a cure – may the Lord protect them, guide them and bring healing to all who 

suffer. 

 

 Lord hear us 
 

 We pray for our sick, especially:-  Isobel Gardner, Gertrude Love, John 

Leslie and Kasia Donnelly 

 

 May our Lord Jesus watch over them and bring peace and comfort to them. 

 

 Lord hear us 

 

 

 We pray for our beloved dead and all who have gone before us, 

 

Lord hear us 

Dave Deady

Dave Deady



Please remember in your prayers our sick and housebound:  Helen Kelly, Ann Martin, Walter  

Britton, Maureen Campbell, Lynett Moses, George Wisdom, Michael McKay, Paula Magee,  
Geraldine Creany, Dylan Ferguson, Jordan Ferguson, Gertrude Love, Jonathan Sutton, John Leslie, 
Silvio Jaconelli, Betty & Ed McKay,  Kasia Donnelly & Toren Groat. 

HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am.  
Monday-Friday: 10am. 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request. 
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Pope Francis’ prayer intention for March: Catholics in China 
We pray that the Church in China may persevere in its faithfulness to the Gospel and grow 
in unity 

Last weekend we would have taken up our annual collection for SCIAF. Bishop Toal 
has asked that your make your donation, including your Wee Box, online at 

www.sciaf.org.uk 

The Apostolic Penitentiary of our Church has issued a decree granting a Plenary 
Indulgence of sin to all who are affected in any way by the coronavirus: 

“This Apostolic Penitentiary also willingly grants a Plenary Indulgence under 
the same conditions on the occasion of the current world epidemic, also to 
those faithful who offer a visit to the Blessed Sacrament, or Eucharistic adora-
tion, or reading the Holy Scriptures for at least half an hour, or the recitation of 
the Holy Rosary, or the pious exercise of the Way of the Cross, or the recitation 
of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, to implore from Almighty God the end of the 
epidemic, relief for those who are afflicted and eternal salvation for those whom 
the Lord has called to Himself.” The full text of the Decree can be accessed at 
press.vatican.va 

A MESSAGE FROM POPE FRANCIS: The Lord asks us and, in the midst of 
our tempest, invites us to reawaken and put into practice that solidarity and hope 
capable of giving strength, support and meaning to these hours when everything 
seems to be floundering. The Lord awakens so as to reawaken and revive our East-
er faith. We have an anchor: by his cross we have been saved. We have a rudder: by 
his cross we have been redeemed. We have a hope: by his cross we have been 
healed and embraced so that nothing and no one can separate us from his redeem-
ing love. In the midst of isolation when we are suffering from a lack of tenderness 
and chances to meet up, and we experience the loss of so many things, let us once 
again listen to the proclamation that saves us: he is risen and is living by our side. 
The Lord asks us from his cross to rediscover the life that awaits us, to look to-
wards those who look to us, to strengthen, recognize and foster the grace that lives 
within us. Let us not quench the wavering flame (cf. Is 42:3) that never falters, and 
let us allow hope to be rekindled. 

https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KLj9M2aBdWJVQAbG9NBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTI0Z21oaTE1BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANhNDQ1YmE2NDU3M2Q1NmQ0MWY0NDRiOWE5MWU3NDY1OARncG9zAzE0NQRpdANiaW5n?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch
https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KLj9H22zFWq3gAA2xNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTIyMWYzMmxnBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANiMGVmMzM1MjhjNWJiZmU2YmVjYmY2ZjM2ODgxM2EzMQRncG9zAzMEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch
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https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KLj.qY3jFWzkoArg5NBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTIzMXBkcmM0BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMyNWI5NGUxMTEyMjYyMTJlMjJkYzNlYjNjZjRkZGY3NQRncG9zAzEwBGl0A2Jpbmc-?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch
http://www.sciaf.org.uk


NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER AND ACTION 
 

Bishop Toal commends to you the following excerpt from the Churches Together in England to inform 

of a National Day of Prayer & Action being called for this Sunday, 22nd March. 
 

The full statement can be viewed online at www.cte.org.uk/calltoprayer 
 
In the midst of the Coronavirus pandemic, Presidents of CTE are calling all churches to a National Day of Prayer & 
Action on Sunday 22nd March. 

 
This Mothering Sunday, 22nd March, we are calling all churches to a National Day of Prayer and 
Action. At such a time as this, when so many are fearful and there is great uncertainty, we are 
reminded of our dependence on our loving Heavenly Father and the future that he holds. 
 
At 7pm this Sunday, light a candle in the windows of your homes as a visible symbol of the light 
of life, Jesus Christ, our source and hope in prayer. 
 
Whether you are continuing to worship as congregations or not, we have the great privilege 
and freedom to be able to call upon God, wherever we are, individually and corporately, for 
healing in our nation. We would pray for all in leadership at this time, making decisions about 
the containment of the COVID-19 virus, for those working in health and social care, and espe-
cially for the most vulnerable, whether elderly or those with underlying health conditions. 
 
There are already stories being told of wonderful acts of kindness across neighbourhoods. 
Alongside your prayers, take the opportunity to telephone or email someone who is isolated, 
buy some additional food for your local foodbank, or offer to deliver shopping for an elderly 
neighbour. We may not be able to touch physically, but we can make connections in so many 
other ways. 
 
In the meantime, do please attend to all the government health advice that will be issued, and 
look out for resources from your specific church governing bodies. At least for those of us in the 
global North, we do seem to be in unusual times, and wisdom and flexibility about worship 
gatherings are a key part of our Christian discipleship during this period. 
 
We note that this call to prayer and action comes on Mothering Sunday: a time of thankfulness, 
remembering especially mothers who have served us, often in very costly ways. It is also a very 
mixed day for many. For some the remembrance is painful, and for others Mothering Sunday is 
a reminder of disappointment or loss. In many ways, this period under the shadow of the coro-
navirus will be prompting similarly diverse reactions and so it seems especially appropriate that 
the call to prayer is made this Sunday. At this time of uncertainty join in with the National Day 
of Prayer and Action, lighting a candle of hope. 
 
“Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you” 1 Peter 5:7 
  
Presidents of Churches Together in England 
 

Archbishop Justin Welby, The Archbishop of Canterbury 

Cardinal Vincent Nichols, The Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster 

Revd Dr Hugh Osgood, The Free Churches Moderator 

Archbishop Angaelos of London, CTE President for the Orthodox Churches 

Pastor Agu Irukwu, CTE Pentecostal President 

http://www.cte.org.uk/calltoprayer
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response

