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As you will have heard, all Masses and Services are suspended during this present
health emergency. We do want, however, to keep in touch as best we can during this
difficult time. We remember that the Church is not primarily buildings but is
constituted by all of us who together are the Body of Christ and the Temple of the
Holy Spirit.
As we maintain contact, we will discover new ways of “being Church” by continuing to proclaim Christ through our lives, serving the poor and needy and maintaining
a healthy prayer and spiritual life.
From today the following will be available:
Holy Mass will be streamed live on our Facebook page, Sundays at 11am, MondayFriday at 10am. If you are not on Facebook, you will be able to access the recording
of Mass on our website immediately after the live stream.
The Sunday readings of Scripture will be published on this bulletin. Please use these
readings, especially the Gospel, throughout the week as a source of reflection and
meditation. The readings for daily Mass can be found on Universalis, a link to which
can be found on our website. They are also available in iBreviary, which can be
downloaded from the App Store.
Our church will be open for private prayer each day from 7am until dusk.
This weekly bulletin will be published online on the parish website.
Useful material and links will be uploaded at regular intervals, so please keep
checking the website, especially on the Links page.
We will be creating a data base with your email addresses so that we can get in touch
with you directly.
Church leaders have asked that we light a candle in our windows this evening,
Sunday 22nd March, as a sign of our hope and trust in God. See their statement in
this bulletin.
A lovely little prayer someone kindly gave me, especially good for our children:
As I wash my hands today, wash my heart from fear, I pray.
Wash my mind from needless fret, wash the world from deadly threat.
Wash the needy with your grace, wash me as I seek your face.
Wash me, Lord, every part, wash me body, mind and heart.

Readings
FIRST READING
1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a
David is anointed as king of Israel, to be the shepherd of God’s
people. He is an unlikely choice, the youngest of the sons of Jesse.
The passage emphasises that God sees in a different way from
humans—they look at appearances, God at the heart.
A reading from the first Book of Samuel

The LORD said to Samuel:

“Fill your horn with oil, and be on your way.
I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem,
for I have chosen my king from among his sons.”
As Jesse and his sons came to the sacrifice,
Samuel looked at Eliab and thought,
“Surely the LORD’s anointed is here before him.”
But the LORD said to Samuel:
“Do not judge from his appearance or from his lofty stature,
because I have rejected him.
Not as man sees does God see,
because man sees the appearance
but the LORD looks into the heart.”
In the same way Jesse presented seven sons before Samuel,
but Samuel said to Jesse,
“The LORD has not chosen any one of these.”
Then Samuel asked Jesse,
“Are these all the sons you have?”
Jesse replied,
“There is still the youngest, who is tending the sheep.”
Samuel said to Jesse,
“Send for him;
we will not begin the sacrificial banquet until he arrives here.”
Jesse sent and had the young man brought to them.
He was ruddy, a youth handsome to behold
and making a splendid appearance.
The LORD said,
“There—anoint him, for this is the one!”
Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand,
anointed David in the presence of his brothers;
and from that day on, the spirit of the LORD rushed upon David.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6
R. (1) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
In verdant pastures he gives me repose;
beside restful waters he leads me;
he refreshes my soul.
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
He guides me in right paths
for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk in the dark valley
I fear no evil; for you are at my side
With your rod and your staff
that give me courage.
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
You spread the table before me
in the sight of my foes;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
Only goodness and kindness follow me
all the days of my life;
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
for years to come.
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

SECOND READING
Eph 5:8-14
Arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light. Through baptism and in faith, we have been
made children of the light and charged with bringing light to the darkness of the world.
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians

Brothers and sisters: You were once darkness,

but now you are light in the Lord.
and righteousness and truth.
Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the fruitless works of darkness;
rather expose them, for it is shameful even to mention the things done by them in secret;
but everything exposed by the light becomes visible,
for everything that becomes visible is light.
Therefore, it says:
“Awake, O sleeper,
and arise from the dead,
and Christ will give you light.”

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Jn 8:12
I am the light of the world, says the Lord;
whoever follows me will have the light of life.
GOSPEL
Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38
The man who was blind went off and washed himself and came back able to see. In Christ, God
enlightens us with his divine light so that we can now see with his eyes.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth.

He spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva,
and smeared the clay on his eyes, and said to him,
“Go wash in the Pool of Siloam”—which means Sent—.
So he went and washed, and came back able to see.
His neighbours and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said,
“Isn’t this the one who used to sit and beg?”
Some said, “It is, “
but others said, “No, he just looks like him.”
He said, “I am.”
They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees.
Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on a sabbath.
So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see.
He said to them,
“He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and now I can see.”
So some of the Pharisees said,
“This man is not from God,
because he does not keep the sabbath.”
But others said,
“How can a sinful man do such signs?”
And there was a division among them.
So they said to the blind man again,
“What do you have to say about him,
since he opened your eyes?”
He said, “He is a prophet.”
They answered and said to him,
“You were born totally in sin,
and are you trying to teach us?”
Then they threw him out.
When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out,
he found him and said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”
He answered and said,
“Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?”
Jesus said to him,
“You have seen him, and
the one speaking with you is he.”
He said,
“I do believe, Lord,” and he worshiped him. The Gospel of the Lord.

Prayers of the Faithful – 4th Sunday of Lent - Year A
22nd March 2020

We pray for the Church – may we share the light of the Gospel with all who are
struggling to recognise good from evil, truth from lies, and selfless love from
selfish actions.
Lord hear us
We pray that during these difficult times we may remain faithful to the Gospel as
we care and look after one another and long for a return to the Sacrament of Holy Mass and the Eucharist.
Lord hear us
On this Mother’s Day we pray for all mothers who selflessly look after their families – may the Lord protect and bless them and their families.
Lord hear us
We continue to pray for all who are working selflessly to care and treat victims
of the Coronavirus epidemic and those working to find a cure – may the Lord
protect them, guide them and bring healing to all who suffer.
Lord hear us

We pray for our sick, especially:Isobel Gardner, Gertrude Love, John Leslie and Kasia Donnelly
May they find peace, comfort and healing through their faith in our Lord.
Lord hear us
We pray for our beloved dead and all who have gone before us, especially
Patricia McCormack & Jim Brady:We also remember the anniversaries for William McKelvie, James McKelvie and the month’s
mind remembrance of James Ross, Joe Reilly, Eddie McGhee, Frankie Mooney, Molly Steel,
Catherine Daly, Henry Magill & Jacquie McArthur that occur at this time.

May they walk with Our Lord to their eternal reward in the Kingdom of Heaven.
Lord hear us

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for March: Catholics in China
We pray that the Church in China may persevere in its faithfulness to the Gospel and grow
in unity

This weekend we would have taken up our annual collection for SCIAF. Bishop Toal
has asked that your make your donation, including your Wee Box, online at
www.sciaf.org.uk
The Apostolic Penitentiary of our Church has issued a decree granting a Plenary Indulgence
of sin to all who are affected in any way by the coronavirus:
“This Apostolic Penitentiary also willingly grants a Plenary Indulgence under the same conditions on the occasion of the current world epidemic, also to those faithful who offer a visit to
the Blessed Sacrament, or Eucharistic adoration, or reading the Holy Scriptures for at least
half an hour, or the recitation of the Holy Rosary, or the pious exercise of the Way of the
Cross, or the recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, to implore from Almighty God the
end of the epidemic, relief for those who are afflicted and eternal salvation for those whom
the Lord has called to Himself.” The full text of the Decree can be accessed at press.vatican.va
Bishop Toal has directed that we pray the Rosary together at 12 noon this Sunday. Our parish will
do this immediately after our streamed Mass.
SUNDAY TAKEAWAY: 'I went. I washed. I saw.' Four times the Man Born Blind says
that. What will we say this Lent. I went. I washed. I saw?
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- Maureen McCann Waldron
Please remember in your prayers our sick and housebound: Helen Kelly, Ann Martin, Walter Britton, Maureen Campbell, Lynett
Moses, George Wisdom, Michael McKay, Paula Magee, Geraldine Creany, Dylan Ferguson, Jordan Ferguson, Gertrude Love, Jona-

HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am.
Monday-Friday: 10am.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request.
21 Mount Stewart Street, Carluke, ML8 5EB. Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas F. Magill. Tel: 01555 771250.
Mobile No: 07789708192; email: thomas2magill@yahoo.co.uk
Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook.
Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly (email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org)
stathanasiuscarluke

@saintaths

bit.ly/youtubestathanasiuscarluke

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER AND ACTION
Bishop Toal commends to you the following excerpt from the Churches Together in England to inform
of a

National Day of Prayer & Action being called for this Sunday, 22nd March.

The full statement can be viewed online at www.cte.org.uk/calltoprayer
In the midst of the Coronavirus pandemic, Presidents of CTE are calling all churches to a National Day of Prayer &
Action on Sunday 22nd March.

This Mothering Sunday, 22nd March, we are calling all churches to a National Day of Prayer and
Action. At such a time as this, when so many are fearful and there is great uncertainty, we are
reminded of our dependence on our loving Heavenly Father and the future that he holds.
At 7pm this Sunday, light a candle in the windows of your homes as a visible symbol of the light
of life, Jesus Christ, our source and hope in prayer.
Whether you are continuing to worship as congregations or not, we have the great privilege
and freedom to be able to call upon God, wherever we are, individually and corporately, for
healing in our nation. We would pray for all in leadership at this time, making decisions about
the containment of the COVID-19 virus, for those working in health and social care, and especially for the most vulnerable, whether elderly or those with underlying health conditions.
There are already stories being told of wonderful acts of kindness across neighbourhoods.
Alongside your prayers, take the opportunity to telephone or email someone who is isolated,
buy some additional food for your local foodbank, or offer to deliver shopping for an elderly
neighbour. We may not be able to touch physically, but we can make connections in so many
other ways.
In the meantime, do please attend to all the government health advice that will be issued, and
look out for resources from your specific church governing bodies. At least for those of us in the
global North, we do seem to be in unusual times, and wisdom and flexibility about worship
gatherings are a key part of our Christian discipleship during this period.
We note that this call to prayer and action comes on Mothering Sunday: a time of thankfulness,
remembering especially mothers who have served us, often in very costly ways. It is also a very
mixed day for many. For some the remembrance is painful, and for others Mothering Sunday is
a reminder of disappointment or loss. In many ways, this period under the shadow of the coronavirus will be prompting similarly diverse reactions and so it seems especially appropriate that
the call to prayer is made this Sunday. At this time of uncertainty join in with the National Day
of Prayer and Action, lighting a candle of hope.
“Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you” 1 Peter 5:7
Presidents of Churches Together in England
Archbishop Justin Welby,

The Archbishop of Canterbury
Cardinal Vincent Nichols, The Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster
Revd Dr Hugh Osgood, The Free Churches Moderator
Archbishop Angaelos of London, CTE President for the Orthodox Churches
Pastor Agu Irukwu, CTE Pentecostal President

