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For the first time in the lives of all of us, we are unable to gather together as the
followers of Christ to celebrate this most sacred of weeks which commemorates our
Lord’s suffering, death and resurrection. We are asked to unite with each other and
indeed with all of humanity through our prayer, reading of the Scriptures and
moments of contemplation. Pope Francis reminds us that this is the time to stand in
human solidarity, a solidarity won by Christ’s Paschal Mystery.
A wonderful way to experience this solidarity would be to follow the Holy Week
Services led by the Holy Father and broadcast from the Vatican. The times of these
Services (British Summer Time) are as follows:
April 5 Palm Sunday Mass 10am.
April 9 Holy Thursday, Mass of the Lord's Supper 5pm.
April 10 Good Friday 5pm Liturgy of the Lord's Passion 5pm
April 10 Way of the Cross, 8pm, in front of St Peter's Basilica.
April 11 Easter Vigil Mass 8pm
April 12 Easter Morning Mass 10 am
followed by the Pope's blessing "Urbi et Orbi"
(for more information and updates please visit worldtelecast/Easter2020)
Most especially in this week, we will discover new ways of “being Church” by
continuing to proclaim Christ through our lives, serving the poor and needy and
maintaining a healthy prayer and spiritual life.
In our own parish, the Holy Week Services will be live streamed on the parish
Facebook page at the following times:
April 5 Palm Sunday Mass 11am
April 6, 7, 8, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday Mass 10am
April 9 Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7pm
April 10 Good Friday Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 3pm
April 11 Easter Vigil Mass 8pm
April 12 Easter Morning Mass 11am
For those of you who choose to follow the Papal Services, you may want to join the
parish in the following Services streamed live on our Facebook page:
Palm Sunday 6pm Stations of the Cross
Holy Thursday 10am Morning Prayer; 9pm Night Prayer
Good Friday 10am Morning Prayer; 12noon Stations of the Cross
Holy Saturday 10am Morning Prayer

Because of the extensive nature of the readings from Scripture this week, I encourage you to look them up before or after the Masses and Services on Universalis, a
link to which can be found on our website. They are also available in iBreviary,
which can be downloaded from the App Store.
Here are some beautiful words written by St Athanasius, our patron saint, about the
feast of Easter: “The miracle of God’s kindness lies in this: he brings together to this
feast those who are far off; and those who are perhaps separated in the body, he
makes spiritually close by the unity of faith.”
Powerful words to reflect on during this Holy Week and in these times

MEDITATION AS WE BEGIN HOLY WEEK
Let this week give you divine hope. So often we can be tempted toward discouragement and, even worse, we can be tempted toward despair. But all is not lost
for us either. Nothing can ultimately steal away our joy unless we let it. No
hardship, no burden and no cross can conquer us if we remain steadfast in
Christ Jesus letting Him transform all we endure in life by His glorious embrace
of His own Cross.
Reflect, today, upon the contrast of emotions from Palm Sunday through Good
Friday. Ponder the fear, confusion and despair that many would have had as
they saw Jesus murdered. Reflect, also, upon this being a divine act by which
the Father permitted this grave suffering so as to use it for the greatest good
ever known. The Lord gave His life freely and calls you to do the same. Reflect
upon the cross in your life. Know that the Lord can use this for good, bringing
forth an abundance of mercy through your free embrace as you offer it to Him
as a willing sacrifice. Blessed Holy Week! Put your eyes upon the Lord’s Cross
as well as your own.
Lord, when I am tempted to despair, give me hope. Help me to see your
presence in all things, even in those things that are most troubling to me. May
this Holy Week transform my darkest moments and weakness as I surrender
all to You, my God. Jesus, I trust in You.
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A POEM AS WE ENTER HOLY WEEK
In Medias Res
“If these were silent, the stones would shout out.” – Luke 19:40
You who enter the city in the midst of things,
come to find a place to love and die,
though we are busy keeping feasts, keeping kosher
keeping our heads down, keeping a low profile

ducked behind stone walls of practiced custom
where no hope or change or grace can reach us.
you who come to upset our assumptions
take away the illusion that we are the centre of things
that we can cushion the stumbling stones in our paths
with pretentious fronds and conceited cloaks
though we cry save us, save us
without acknowledging that we need saving.
you who come to tear down temples
overturn the tables of our sacred things
scatter the coinage of our sacerdotal commerce
release the doves we sacrifice to self deception
though we apprehend you without understanding
and install you in the harsher sanctuary of our
stony hill.
you who dwell in the midst of things:
for a moment, for an instant, for a heartbeat

slow the processional of things
still the noise of things
until we hear the one thing whispered
in the silence of the stones.
– Paul Hooke

Prayers of the Faithful – Palm Sunday - Year A
5th April 2020

We pray that we may make the forthcoming Holy week a time of prayer, fasting
and reflection as we prepare for Easter and the Lord’s Resurrection.
Lord hear us
We pray for all our bishops and priests separated from their flock….may the
Lord guide his shepherds through this trial and may we continue to keep them
in our prayers.
Lord hear us
We pray for all who are preparing to enter the Church – may their wait be short
as we all pray, hope and long for a return to the sacraments and may our Lord
strengthen their faith during these testing times.
Lord hear us
We continue to pray for all who are working tirelessly to treat and care for all
affected by the Coronavirus – we also pray for all who have died as a result and
for all who mourn their passing – may the Lord bring comfort and solace to all
who have lost loved ones.
Lord hear us
We pray for our sick, especially:Isobel Gardner, Gertrude Love, John Leslie and Kasia Donnelly and all suffering
from Coved-19
May they experience the healing touch of our Lord.
Lord hear us
We pray for our beloved dead and all who have gone before us, especially:Nora Sirrell

We also remember the month’s mind of Eddie Donnelly, Peter Slavin & Sheena
Graham that occur at this time.
May they enter into the Kingdom of heaven in the company of Mary and the
Saints.
Lord hear us

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for April: Freedom from Addiction

We pray that those suffering from addiction may be helped and accompanied.
In these difficult times, many of you
will be struggling financially and if the
parish can support you in some way
Please pray for the eternal rest of Nora
please get in touch. If you can continSirrell whose funeral service takes place
this Wednesday. May the Lord receive her ue your contribution to our parish, I
would be deeply grateful. Please see our
into his arms of mercy and comfort her
family at this time. Requiem Mass for her website for further advice
eternal repose will be streamed at 10am.
Remember you can make your donation to
SCIAF including the contents of your W ee Box
online at www.sciaf.org.uk

Mass will continue to be celebrated for your dear ones on the anniversary or month’s mind of their
deaths and their names published in the bulletin. Please post their names through the letterbox of
the parish house. Today we pray for Eddie Donnelly, Peter Slavin & Sheena graham whose
month’s minds occur at this time
If you would like to have a little Liturgy with your children at home today, the diocese has
produced a beautiful video on https://youtu.be/sxctmIMl_V4

SUNDAY TAKEAWAY: The Lord asks us and, in the midst of our tempest, invites
us to reawaken and put into practice that solidarity and hope capable of giving
strength, support and meaning to these hours when everything seems to be
floundering. The Lord awakens so as to reawaken and revive our Easter faith. We
have an anchor: by his cross we have been saved. We have a rudder: by his cross
we have been redeemed. We have a hope: by his cross we have been healed and
embraced so that nothing and no one can separate us from his redeeming love.
In the midst of isolation when we are suffering from a lack of tenderness and
chances to meet up, and we experience the loss of so many things, let us once
again listen to the proclamation that saves us: he is risen and is living by our side.
The Lord asks us from his cross to rediscover the life that awaits us, to look
towards those who look to us, to strengthen, recognize and foster the grace that
lives within us. Let us not quench the wavering flame (cf. Is 42:3) that never
falters, and let us allow hope to be rekindled. Pope Francis
Please pray for our sick and housebound.
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HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am.
Monday-Friday: 10am.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request.
21 Mount Stewart Street, Carluke, ML8 5EB. Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas F. Magill. Tel: 01555 771250.
Mobile No: 07789708192; email: thomas2magill@yahoo.co.uk
Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook.
Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly (email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org)
stathanasiuscarluke

@saintaths

bit.ly/youtubestathanasiuscarluke

