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Bishop Toal’s Easter Message 2020.

As Christians celebrate Easter this year we are thinking of the suffering inflicted upon us by the Covid-10 Virus. It is a dreadful time for the whole world and our
thoughts are with all who have caught the virus and their loved ones. We are grateful
for the dedication and courage of those caring for the sick and the vulnerable, and all
who are providing the essential services we all rely on. It is hard to find hope, but
our celebration of Easter encourages us to have such a hope - a hope that we will
recover and that life will be better again. For Christians we find our hope in Jesus
Christ, who having suffered a terrible death on the cross rose again to new life, and
promised us a share in eternal life. In such a time of crisis we cling on to this faith
and reach out to Our Lord in our need. Although we have not been able this year to
celebrate these precious days for our faith in our churches, we have sought the Lord
and felt his presence strongly within and among us. In the Church’s faith in Jesus,
risen from the dead, I wish everyone a Happy Easter, as we seek God’s blessing on
us all and our world in our present need.
+Joseph Toal
Bishop of Motherwell.

Easter Message from Fr Magill

The Lord is truly risen! He is risen indeed! This day we celebrate the day of the
Resurrection, the culmination of all God’s acts of mercy, love and redemption. We
have passed through the pain and trauma of Good Friday, we have lain in the tomb
with Christ in his darkness, stillness and solitude on Holy Saturday, and now we
emerge into the radiance of Easter morning and experience this new deed the Lord
has done. These three days, the Sacred Triduum, have allowed us to stand with the
disciples firstly in their horror, then in their powerlessness and finally in the divine
power and strength of the Risen Lord.
These days have given us hope! In the midst of this present emergency, we find ourselves in a long Holy Saturday. We have come through the initial shock and trauma
of the arrival of this lethal plague, but not yet do we see the way out to the new life
which awaits us all. This in-between time is our lying in the tomb with Christ, in the
darkness, stillness and solitude. The Lord is intensely and really present to us in our
fear, apprehension and trepidation and will enable us to make of these days an
opportunity for profound growth.
In this long Holy Saturday, we are invited to rediscover our common priesthood
through regular prayer and meditation and by becoming the channel of God’s grace
to others. You do not have access to the Real Presence of Christ in Holy Communion
and the Sacraments, but the Real Presence of the Lord continues to surround and
uphold you. These days are an “opportune time”, as St Paul puts it, to discover our
“inner priest” to which we were anointed at baptism and so to experience the Real
Presence of the Lord in so many different ways, most especially through love given
and love received. May the Risen Lord bless us this day, guard and protect us from
all ills and enkindle in us his divine gift of hope and trust.

Message from Church Leaders in Britain and Ireland
God’s world is in the midst of an unprecedented crisis. In the nations that make up Britain and Ireland the Covid-19 virus continues to affect people at an alarming rate, health services along with
many of our institutions and organisations, both local and national, are under extreme pressure and
people are getting used to living in a very different way, many in extreme isolation. As with all
such crises, there is a danger that the most vulnerable in society will be most badly affected.
Christians the world over are entering an important time in the church year as we look to the events
of Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection. At the centre of our common faith are both the depths of
despair and the heights of joy. In the Bible and in the songs and liturgies of the Church, we see Jesus entering fully into human suffering. In His rising again, that suffering is redeemed and transformed into hope and joy. After Jesus’ death his disciples were afraid and all seemed lost and
hopeless, but the risen Christ met them in their despair and restored hope through his victory over
death. We pray that the world today might know this hope in place of despair.

In the Book of Daniel we read about God’s people being taken into exile in Babylon. Daniel could
not pray in the Temple in Jerusalem, but he continued to pray in exile – opening his window to
face Jerusalem. Though he was on his own he joined with the prayers of the people wherever they
were. Now we too are separated from each other physically, but when we pray in our homes we
join in with this ancient tradition of our home as a place of prayer. Wherever we are, whenever we
pray, when we speak and think of Christ, there he is in the midst of us. We join our prayers with all
those who pray in our own churches and communities and around the world.
As church leaders from across the many and varied churches of these Islands we urge all people to
join us in prayer this Holy Week and Easter; to pray for those who suffer, those who face untimely
death and all those who care for them; to celebrate our common faith at a difficult time; to help and
support our neighbours in need; and to observe all the safeguards in place to slow the spread of disease.
Our Prayer
Loving God, in Jesus Christ, who died and rose again for our salvation, cast out the darkness of our
anxiety, fear and mourning, enfold us in your love and give us joy and hope this Easter.
Amen.
Prayer from Scottish Church Leaders
Lord of Creation,
Be with us on this journey towards the healing of your world and people.
hold us when we feel alone,
carry us when we lose our strength
and heal us when we are afraid.
Let people of faith speak today with a voice of love,
The love shown to us through the power of the Spirit
and in the love and sacrifice of our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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THE EASTER MASS READINGS
THE EASTER VIGIL
1st Reading Genesis 1.1-2.2: The first account of creation presents the human
person as the apex of God’s creative work, made in his very image and likeness.
2nd Reading Exodus 14.15-15.1: As the Israelite leave Egypt, the sea is miraculously parted in front of them allowing them to escape the clutches of the pursuing
Egyptians.
3rd Reading Isaiah 55.1-11: The prophet describes God’s yearning for his people
and his assurance that all will go well for them.
4th Reading Romans 6.3-11: Paul reflects that if we have died with Christ in
baptism, we shall surely rise with him. We are now dead to sin and alive for God in
Christ Jesus.
Gospel Matthew 28.1-10: As the women go to the tomb of Jesus, a great earthquake
erupts. An angel appears and urges them not to be afraid but to go and tell the
disciples that the Lord is risen.

MASS OF EASTER MORNING
1st Reading Acts of the Apostles 10.34-43: Peter professes his faith in Christ before
Cornelius and his household. Through this faith forgiveness of sin in the name of
Christ is given.
2nd Reading: Colossians 3.1-4: We have been brought back to true life in Christ and
so our thoughts should be on heavenly things, not on the things of this earth.
Gospel John 20.1-9: Mary of Magdala reports the empty tomb to Peter and the
Beloved Disciple. When he enters the tomb, this disciple sees and believes.

Prayers of the Faithful – Easter Sunday - Year A
12th April 2020

We pray for the Church - may we radiate the light of our Risen Lord each day
and confidently live as daughters and sons of God.
Lord hear us
We pray for all who find themselves walking in darkness or doubting their faith
– may they encounter the Risen Lord who brings light to their journey and the
peace of His love.
Lord hear us
We pray for all the baptised – may Christ pour out His Spirit upon us and enable
us to continue the mission of bringing hope, meaning and love to all in our
society. We also pray for all who should be entering into the Church this Easter
– may their wait be short as we all pray, hope and long for a return to the
sacraments.
Lord hear us
We pray for all who are tirelessly working to treat and care for all affected by the
Coronavirus – we also pray for all who have died and for all who mourn their
passing – may God bring them peace and hope as they hear the Good News of
Christ’s resurrection.

Lord hear us
We pray for our sick, especially:Isobel Gardner, Gertrude Love, John Leslie and Kasia Donnelly.
May the Risen Lord protect them, renew their spirits and bring them strength
and healing.
Lord hear us
We pray for our beloved dead and all who have gone before us, especially:- Bill
McCluskey
We also remember the anniversaries for Eddie McGhee, Lizzie Weir, Doreen
Connelly & Antonio Loia and the month’s mind of Owen Connelly that occur at
this time.
May the Risen Lord guide them to their eternal reward in the Kingdom of
Heaven.
Lord hear us

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for April: Freedom from Addiction

We pray that those suffering from addiction may be helped and accompanied.
Mass will continue to be celebrated for
your dear ones on the anniversary or
month’s mind of their deaths and their
names published in the bulletin.
Please post their names through the
letterbox of the parish house or send
them by email or text. Their names will
be published in the Bidding Prayers.

In these difficult times, many of you
will be struggling financially and if the
parish can support you in some way
please get in touch. If you can continue your contribution to our parish, I
would be deeply grateful. Please see our
website for further advice

If you would like to have a little Liturgy with your children at home today, the
diocese has produced a beautiful video on https://youtu.be/GflPLyMjuUs
A SUGGESTION: If you see a hearse, could you stop, stand for a moment as it
passes, perhaps take off your cap, bow your head and bless yourself? In these times
where funerals are limited to only a very few close family our chance to support people
during bereavement is limited. So, I wondered if we could revive an old tradition that
would show people that their loss is noticed and shared by us all? It could mean the
world to families in a time of sadness.

SUNDAY TAKEAWAY: We find our selves afr aid and lost. Like the disciples in the
Gospel we were caught off guard by an unexpected, turbulent storm. We have realized
that we are all in the same boat, all of us fragile and disoriented, but at the same time important and needed, all of us called to row together, each of us in need of comforting the
other. We are all in this boat… together. Just like those disciples, who spoke anxiously
with one voice, saying ‘We are perishing’ (Mk 4:38), so we too have realized that […]
we can only do this together. The storm exposes our vulnerability and uncovers those
false and superfluous certainties around which we have constructed our daily schedules,
our projects, our habits and priorities. It shows us how we have allowed to become dull
and feeble the very things that nourish, sustain and strengthen our lives and our communities...“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith”? Faith begins when we realise we are in
need of salvation. We are not self-sufficient; by ourselves we founder: we need the Lord,
like ancient navigators needed the stars. Let us invite Jesus into the boats of our lives. Let
us hand over our fears to him so that he can conquer them. Like the disciples, we will experience that with him on board there will be no shipwreck. Because this is God’s
strength: turning to the good everything that happens to us, even the bad things. He
brings serenity into our storms, because with God life never dies. Pope Francis
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HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am.
Monday-Friday: 10am.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request.
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