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FIRST READING 
Acts 2:42-47 

All who believed were together and had all things in common. 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

They devoted themselves 

   to the teaching of the apostles and to the communal life, 
   to the breaking of bread and to the prayers. 
Awe came upon everyone, 
   and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. 
All who believed were together and had all things in common; 
   they would sell their property and possessions 
   and divide them among all according to each one’s need. 
Every day they devoted themselves 
   to meeting together in the temple area 
  and to breaking bread in their homes. 
They ate their meals with exultation and sincerity of heart, 
   praising God and enjoying favour with all the people. 
And every day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 

R. (1) Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, his love is everlasting. 

Let the house of Israel say, 
   “His mercy endures forever.” 
Let the house of Aaron say, 
   “His mercy endures forever.” 
Let those who fear the LORD say, 
   “His mercy endures forever.” 
 
R. Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his love is everlasting. 
 
I was hard pressed and was falling, 
   but the LORD helped me. 
My strength and my courage is the LORD, 
   and he has been my savior. 
The joyful shout of victory 
   in the tents of the just: 
 
R. Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his love is everlasting. 

 



The stone which the builders rejected 
   has become the cornerstone. 
By the LORD has this been done; 
   it is wonderful in our eyes. 
This is the day the LORD has made; 
   let us be glad and rejoice in it. 
 
R. Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his love is everlasting. 
 
 
SECOND READING 
1 Peter 1:3-9 

God has given us new birth to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead. 

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Peter 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

   who in his great mercy gave us a new birth to a living hope 
   through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
   to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, 
   kept in heaven for you 
   who by the power of God are safeguarded through faith, 
   to a salvation that is ready to be revealed in the final time. 
In this you rejoice, although now for a little while 
   you may have to suffer through various trials, 
   so that the genuineness of your faith, 
   more precious than gold that is perishable even though tested by fire, 
   may prove to be for praise, glory, and honor 
   at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
Although you have not seen him you love him; 
   even though you do not see him now yet believe in him, 
   you rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 
   as you attain the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls 

 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
John 20:29 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me, says the Lord; 
blessed are they who have not seen me, but still believe! 
 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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GOSPEL 
Jn 20:19-31 

Eight days later, Jesus came and stood in their midst. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

On the evening of that first day of the week, 

   when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, 
   for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood in their midst 
   and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
   “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, 
   and whose sins you retain are retained.” 
 
Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, 
   was not with them when Jesus came. 
So the other disciples said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” 
But he said to them, 
   “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands 
   and put my finger into the nailmarks 
   and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 
 
Now a week later his disciples were again inside 
   and Thomas was with them. 
Jesus came, although the doors were locked, 
   and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” 
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands, 
   and bring your hand and put it into my side, 
   and do not be unbelieving, but believe.” 
Thomas answered and said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.” 
 
Now, Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples 
   that are not written in this book. 
But these are written that you may come to believe 
   that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
   and that through this belief you may have life in his name. 
 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 



 

Prayers of the Faithful – 2nd Sunday of Easter - Year A 

 

19
th

 April 2020 

 

 We pray for the Church – may we offer uncompromising witness to Christ by  

 being united in mind and spirit as we pray, worship and serve the needs of  

 others. 

 

 Lord hear us 

 

 We pray for the grace to recognise our faults and failings and to seek reconcilia-

tion and forgiveness – we also pray we may show forgiveness to those who 

have wronged us and pray for all our confessors – may the Lord grant them  

 wisdom to guide their penitents and show them His Love and Mercy. 

 

 Lord hear us 

 

 We pray for all who struggle with their faith especially during these testing 

times – may the Word of God open their hearts to a renewed relationship with 

our Risen Lord and enlighten their path to a fuller life. 

 

 Lord hear us 

 

 We continue to pray for all who are working to alleviate the suffering caused by 

Coronavirus and seek out new treatments and vaccines – may the Lord guide 

and protect all treating the ill and caring for them and bring healing to the sick 

and comfort and solace to the dying and those who mourn for them.  

 

 Lord hear us 

 

 
 We pray for our sick, especially:-   

 

 Isobel Gardner, Gertrude Love, John Leslie and Kasia Donnelly. 

 

 May they find peace, comfort and healing through their faith in the Risen Lord 

 

 Lord hear us 

 

 We pray for our beloved dead and all who have gone before us, especially:-  

 William Scullion & Agnes Rutherford 

 

May our Risen Lord take them to their eternal reward in the Kingdom of Heaven.  

 

Lord hear us 

davedeady
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Reflection on the peace of the Risen Christ 

The peace that we breathe in will flow from our lives... Our nervous systems 
read the nervous systems of people around us. If we are calm in the face of 
fear, that calm is infectious. The people who we have some kind of interaction 
with will pick that up and their nervous systems will start to calm. It is a gift we 
can give our family members and friends, our post man or woman, the person 
standing two metres away in line at Morrisons, the one who scans our               
groceries….the list goes on. We may only have contact with a few people over 
the next days and weeks, but we can give them the gift of peace simply by  
having accepted it ourselves. 

This does not mean that we are “bliss ninnies” – people who waft above reality, 
smiling and pretending that all is well and wonderful. We know that all is not 
well and wonderful. We have a saviour who died on a cross and who carried 
those wounds in his resurrected body. We are under no illusion that life can be 
hard and unfair and cruel. But we refuse to let fear, dread or despair be the 
theme tune of our lives. Because we know that we matter (every human being 
does), that our love can make a difference, that walking the Way of Jesus          
hastens the kingdom of God. Because we have found our purpose by joining 
the great flow of God’s love for all God has made. Because we wouldn’t want to 
live any other way. And when things get tough – as we know they do – we draw 
on the peace, the power and the presence of the living God. 

Peace be with you. Real peace. Deep peace. True peace. 

Deep peace of the running wave to you 
Deep peace of the flowing air to you 
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you 
Deep peace of the shining stars to you 
Deep peace of the gentle night to you 
Moon and stars pour their healing light on you 
Deep peace of Christ the light of the world to you 
Deep peace of Christ to you 
 
Revd Dr Carla Grosch-Miller 



MALCOLM GUITE is a contemporary religious poet, worth checking out during these times. His 
new poem for Easter follows. By way of introduction, he writes: “Like all of us, I have been drawn 
deeply into this strange Easter when so much of the outwardly familiar has been taken away, and 
yet the inwardly familiar, the great Easter story of Death and Resurrection, has suddenly been         
renewed and become more agonisingly close, more vividly relevant to our lives than ever. But, like 
so many, I am deeply distressed at not being able to gather in church this morning, and to receive 
communion in community, to meet Christ ‘risen in bread, and revelling in wine’, as I put it in a 
sonnet long ago. But this Easter he calls me to discern him in new ways and in different places. He 
is risen indeed, and if I cannot go to church then where am I to find him? That is the question my 
new poem seeks to address, and if it is a question you ask yourselves too, then I hope you will find 
this poem helpful.” 
 
And where is Jesus, this strange Easter day? 

Not lost in our locked churches, anymore 

Than he was sealed in that dark sepulchre. 

The locks are loosed; the stone is rolled away, 

And he is up and risen, long before, 

Alive, at large, and making his strong way 

Into the world he gave his life to save, 

No need to seek him in his empty grave. 

  

He might have been a wafer in the hands 

Of priests this day, or music from the lips 

Of red-robed choristers, instead he slips 

Away from church, shakes off our linen bands 

To don his apron with a nurse: he grips 

And lifts a stretcher, soothes with gentle hands 

The frail flesh of the dying, gives them hope, 

Breathes with the breathless, lends them strength to cope. 

  

On Thursday we applauded, for he came 

And served us in a thousand names and faces 

Mopping our sickroom floors and catching traces 

Of that virus which was death to him: 

Good Friday happened in a thousand places 

Where Jesus held the helpless, died with them 

That they might share his Easter in their need, 

Now they are risen with him, risen indeed. 



Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during 
this health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook 
page for new materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the  
Sunday Gospel.  Also check out our Links page on the website and you will be  
directed to other useful sites. Remember our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some 
beautiful prayers and reflections can be accessed there. 
 
Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk. 
There is also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative   
Theology. All you have to do is ask to join. 
There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: @LectioMotherwe1, 
@rcmotherwell and @motherwellre 
Recently a new Facebook page has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult  
Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at deepening our understanding of the 
faith. 
 
 
BBC are broadcasting the documentary “Priest School” on BBC Scotland this  
Sunday 19th April at 10.15pm. Well worth a watch. It follows a seminarian training 
for the priesthood in the Scots College Rome. 
 
Some reflections: 
 
“God is interior to my soul, so self-understanding is understanding of God, because 
my soul is the mirror of the image of God, and in the mirror I recognise myself and 
God.”  St Augustine 
 
“We describe the Eucharist” as ‘the centre and summit of our Christian lives’, which 
is true, but we often make the mistake of regarding it as the whole of our religious 
lives. This crisis calls us to build up the surrounding foothills, by caring for one  
another and thanking God at home and in our place of study or work as well as 
church. If we are not thankful for the meals and the friendship we share at home, we 
are hardly ready to be thankful at the Great Thanksgiving that we call  
‘The Eucharist.’” Fr Thomas O’Laughlin 
 
“The virtue of hope, with great irony, is the fruit of a learned capacity to suffer     
wisely, calmly, and generously. The ego demands successes to survive; the soul 
needs only meaning to thrive. Somehow hope provides its own kind of meaning, in a 
most mysterious way. The Gospel gives our suffering both personal and cosmic 
meaning by connecting our pain to the pain of others and, finally, by connecting us 
to the very pain of God. Did you ever think of God as suffering? Most people 
don’t—but Jesus came to change all of that.” Fr Richard Rohr, OFM 

 



Please remember in your prayers our sick and housebound:  Helen Kelly, Ann Martin, Walter  

Britton, Maureen Campbell, Lynett Moses, George Wisdom, Michael McKay, Paula Magee,  
Geraldine Creany, Dylan Ferguson, Jordan Ferguson, Gertrude Love, Jonathan Sutton, John Leslie, 
Silvio Jaconelli, Betty & Ed McKay,  Kasia Donnelly & Toren Groat. 

HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am.  
Monday-Friday: 10am. 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request. 

21 Mount Stewart Street, Carluke, ML8 5EB. Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas F. Magill. Tel: 01555 771250.  
Mobile No: 07789708192; email: thomas2magill@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org 
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook. 
Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly (email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org) 
 
           

stathanasiuscarluke                  @saintaths             bit.ly/youtubestathanasiuscarluke                   

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for April: Freedom from Addiction 
We pray that those suffering from addiction may be helped and accompanied. 

In these difficult times, many of you will be struggling financially and if the  
parish can support you in some way please get in touch. If you can continue 
your contribution to our parish, I would be deeply grateful. The best way is to set 
up with your bank a Standing Order. Please email Eddie Kelly, our parish  
Treasurer, for further details on treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org 

Mass will continue to be celebrated for 
your dear ones on the anniversary or 
month’s mind of their deaths and their 
names published in the bulletin.  
Please post their names through the  
letterbox of the parish house or send 
them by email or text. Their names will 
be published in the Bidding Prayers. 

If you would like to have a little Liturgy 
with your children at home today, the  
diocese has produced a beautiful video 
on https://youtu.be/BerandFtV4w 

A SUGGESTION: If you see a 
hearse, could you stop, stand for a mo-
ment as it passes, perhaps take off 
your cap,  bow your head and bless 
yourself? In these times where funer-
als are limited to only a very few close 
family our chance to support people 
during bereavement is limited. So, I 
wondered if we could revive an old  
tradition that would show people that 
their loss is noticed and shared by us 
all? It could mean the world to families 
in a time of sadness. 

SUNDAY TAKEAWAY: We are wounded by God, emptied of fullness and burnt to 
ashes in the poverty of the first beatitude, in order to rejoin the human wound at its most 
true and savage and raw. There is no depression in the mourning of the second beati-
tude, only the real soul thirst and heart hunger, the soul’s sorrowful sigh and the heart’s 
anguished cry, in which “deep cries to deep.” We must cease being religious boy and 
girl scouts, pretending God has remade us in such a way as to be absolved from, or  
lifted out of, the common human destiny. No! In our poverty, we are unmade and        
remade for God, in order to rejoin the human wound, the sighing and crying of all the 
world, to experience its hurt more deeply, more purely, more inescapably, so that by  
being wounded by the world’s condition, we can give God to it to work in the deeps like 
a seed that dies and sinks down into the ground, but can thereby transform the deeps 
from within. From the deeps emerges a joy born of sorrow, from the deeps emerges a 
hope born of despair. This is Christ’s process–of crucifixion, descent into Hades and 
Hell, before resurrection–and it must be ours. Jamie Moran 
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Dave F. Deady
Please pray for our sick and housebound.Lord our God. For you have called us to serve you and one another in love. Bless our sick and housebound today so that they may bear their illness in union with Jesus' sufferings and restore them quickly to health. Bless those who have grown old in your service and give them courage and strength in their faith. Lead us all to eternal glory. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.




