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First Reading 
Acts 2:14, 22-33 

It was impossible for Jesus to be held by death. 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, 
   raised his voice, and proclaimed: 
   “You who are Jews, indeed all of you staying in Jerusalem. 
Let this be known to you, and listen to my words. 
You who are Israelites, hear these words. 
Jesus the Nazarene was a man commended to you by God 
   with mighty deeds, wonders, and signs, 
   which God worked through him in your midst, as you yourselves know. 
This man, delivered up by the set plan and foreknowledge of God, 
   you killed, using lawless men to crucify him. 
But God raised him up, releasing him from the throes of death, 
   because it was impossible for him to be held by it. 
For David says of him: 
      I saw the Lord ever before me, 
         with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed. 
      Therefore my heart has been glad and my tongue has exulted; 
         my flesh, too, will dwell in hope, 
      because you will not abandon my soul to the netherworld, 
         nor will you suffer your holy one to see corruption. 
      You have made known to me the paths of life; 
         you will fill me with joy in your presence. 
 
“My brothers, one can confidently say to you 
   about the patriarch David that he died and was buried, 
   and his tomb is in our midst to this day. 
But since he was a prophet and knew that God had sworn an oath to him 
   that he would set one of his descendants upon his throne, 
   he foresaw and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, 
   that neither was he abandoned to the netherworld 
   nor did his flesh see corruption. 
God raised this Jesus; 
   of this we are all witnesses. 
Exalted at the right hand of God, 
   he received the promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father 
   and poured him forth, as you see and hear.” 



Responsorial Psalm 
16:1-2, 5, 7-11 

R. : 

R. (11a) Lord, you will show us the path of life. 

Keep me, O God, for in you I take refuge; 
   I say to the LORD, “My Lord are you.” 
O LORD, my allotted portion and my cup, 
   you it is who hold fast my lot. 
 
R. Lord, you will show us the path of life. 
 
I bless the LORD who counsels me; 
   even in the night my heart exhorts me. 
I set the LORD ever before me; 
   with him at my right hand I shall not be disturbed. 
 
R. Lord, you will show us the path of life. 
 
Therefore my heart is glad and my soul rejoices, 
   my body, too, abides in confidence; 
because you will not abandon my soul to the netherworld, 
   nor will you suffer your faithful one to undergo corruption. 
 
R. Lord, you will show us the path of life. 
 
You will show me the path to life, 
   abounding joy in your presence, 
   the delights at your right hand forever. 
 
R. Lord, you will show us the path of life. 
 
Second Reading 
1 Pt 1:17-21 

You were saved with the precious Blood of Christ, as with that of a spotless, unblemished lamb. 

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Peter 
 
Beloved: 
If you invoke as Father him who judges impartially 
   according to each one’s works, 
   conduct yourselves with reverence during the time of your sojourning, 
   realizing that you were ransomed from your futile conduct, 
   handed on by your ancestors, 
   not with perishable things like silver or gold 
   but with the precious blood of Christ 
   as of a spotless unblemished lamb. 
 
He was known before the foundation of the world 
   but revealed in the final time for you, 
   who through him believe in God 
   who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, 
   so that your faith and hope are in God. 



HYMNS FOR MASS: 
Entrance 965; Com-

munion 720 & 629; Ex-

Gospel Acclamation 
cf. Lk 24:32 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Lord Jesus, open the Scriptures to us; 
make our hearts burn while you speak to us. 
 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Gospel 
Lk 24:13-35 

They recognized Jesus in the breaking of bread. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

That very day, the first day of the week, 
   two of Jesus’ disciples were going 
   to a village seven miles from Jerusalem called Emmaus, 
   and they were conversing about all the things that had occurred. 
And it happened that while they were conversing and debating, 
   Jesus himself drew near and walked with them, 
   but their eyes were prevented from recognizing him. 
He asked them, 
   “What are you discussing as you walk along?” 
They stopped, looking downcast. 
One of them, named Cleopas, said to him in reply, 
   “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem 
   who does not know of the things 
   that have taken place there in these days?” 
And he replied to them, “What sort of things?” 
They said to him, 
   “The things that happened to Jesus the Nazarene, 
   who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 
   before God and all the people, 
   how our chief priests and rulers both handed him over 
   to a sentence of death and crucified him. 
But we were hoping that he would be the one to redeem Israel; 
   and besides all this, 
   it is now the third day since this took place. 
Some women from our group, however, have astounded us: 
   they were at the tomb early in the morning 
   and did not find his body; 
   they came back and reported 
   that they had indeed seen a vision of angels 
   who announced that he was alive. 
Then some of those with us went to the tomb 
   and found things just as the women had described, 
   but him they did not see.” 
 



And he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are! 
How slow of heart to believe all that the prophets spoke! 
Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things 
   and enter into his glory?” 
Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, 
   he interpreted to them what referred to him 
   in all the Scriptures. 
As they approached the village to which they were going, 
   he gave the impression that he was going on farther. 
But they urged him, “Stay with us, 
   for it is nearly evening and the day is almost over.” 
So he went in to stay with them. 
And it happened that, while he was with them at table, 
   he took bread, said the blessing, 
   broke it, and gave it to them. 
With that their eyes were opened and they recognized him, 
   but he vanished from their sight. 

Then they said to each other, 
   “Were not our hearts burning within us 
   while he spoke to us on the way and opened the Scriptures to us?” 
So they set out at once and returned to Jerusalem 
   where they found gathered together 
   the eleven and those with them who were saying, 
   “The Lord has truly been raised and has appeared to Simon!” 
Then the two recounted 
   what had taken place on the way 
   and how he was made known to them in the breaking of bread. 

 
The Gospel of the Lord 
 

EMMAUS—A POEM by Archbishop Rowan Williams 

First the sun, then the shadow, 

so that I screw my eyes to see 

my friend’s face, and its lines seem 

different, and the voice shakes in the hot air. 

Out of the rising white dust, feet 

tread a shape, and, out of step, 

another flat sound, stamped between voice 

and ears, dancing in the gaps, and dodging 

where words and feet do not fall. 

When our eyes meet, I see bewilderment 

(like mine); we cannot learn 

this rhythm we are asked to walk, 

and what we hear is not each other. 

Between us is filled up, the silence 

is filled up, lines of our hands 

and faces pushed into shape 

by the solid stranger, and the static 

breaks up our waves like dropped stones. 

So it is necessary to carry him with us, 
cupped between hands and profiles, 
so that the table is filled up, and as 
the food is set and the first wine splashes, 
a solid thumb and finger tear the thunderous 
grey bread. Now it is cold, even indoors; 
and the light falls sharply on our bones; 
the rain breathes out hard, dust blackens, 
and our released voices shine with water.



Prayers of the Faithful – 3
rd

 Sunday of Easter - Year A 

 

26
th

 April 2020 

 

 We pray for the church – may the freedom brought by the resurrection enable 

us to live with purpose and help others to see the Risen Lord as their salvation. 

 

 Lord hear us 

 

 We pray that while we wait for a return to the sacraments, we may experience a 

deepening of our love and hunger for the Word of God – may reading and pray-

ing the scriptures set our hearts on fire and grow our faith. 

 

 Lord hear us 

 

 We pray for all who are in isolation – may they find companionship with God 

through the scriptures, recall with gratitude all who are important in their life, 

and be a source of strength to others who are alone. 

 

 Lord hear us 

 

 We continue to pray for all who are affected by the Coronavirus – may the Lord 

bring healing to all who suffer, comfort and solace to those who mourn and 

protection to all caring and treating the afflicted.  

 

 Lord hear us 

 

 

 
 

 We pray for our sick, especially:-   

 

I Isobel Gardner, Gertrude Love, John Leslie and Kasia Donnelly. 

 

 May our Risen Lord bring them comfort and healing. 

 

 Lord hear us 

 

 We pray for our beloved dead and all who have gone before us, especially:- 

Maurice Cairns 

 

We also remember the anniversaries for Anne Marie McNulty and months minds 
for James Ross, Kathleen Mangan and Henry Magill that occur at this time.   

 

May they take their place at the eternal banquet prepared for them by the Lord.  

 

Lord hear us 

davedeady
Text Box



VISIO DIVINA (SACRED LOOKING) 

How To Pray Visio Divina 

1) Find an Image for Prayer: choose the above or another 
 
2) Prepare Your Heart for Prayer 

You may want to begin your time in prayer with a scripture reading. Use the                
scripture related to the image 
Close your eyes, breathe, clear your mind, and ask God to enter into this time of 
prayer with you. Ask God to speak to you through this image. 
 
3) Allow the Image to Speak to Your Heart 

Open your eyes and look at the image you’ve selected. Let your eyes pause and         
focus on the part of the image they’re first drawn to. 
Gaze upon just that part of the image for a minute or two. The close your eyes, still 
seeing that part of the image in your mind. 



4) Reflect on the Entire Image 

Open your eyes and now look upon the whole image. Gaze upon all of the image, 
allowing it to draw forth a word, an emotion, or an image in your heart. 

What do you hear God whispering into your heart? What thoughts or questions is 
this image raising? What emotions do you feel? 

Continue to gaze and reflect as long as you need to, then briefly close and rest your 
eyes. 

5) Pray Through the Image 

Open your eyes. While looking upon the image, respond to God. Pray through the 
words, images, emotions, questions, and thoughts that are now on your heart. 

Continue to look upon the image as you pray. Then, close and rest your eyes briefly. 

6) Rest and Reflect in God 

As you close out your time in prayer, open your eyes and gaze again upon the                  
image. Rest in God’s presence as you reflect upon this prayer experience. 

Consider how you’ll take this into your life. You may choose to journal about your 
experience. 

 

Be present at our table, Lord. 
Be here and everywhere adored. 

Thy creatures bless and grant                                                                            
That we may feast in paradise with Thee. 



Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during 
this health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook 
page for new materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the  
Sunday Gospel.  Also check out our Links page on the website and you will be  
directed to other useful sites. Remember our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some 
beautiful prayers and reflections can be accessed there. 
 
Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk. 
There is also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative   
Theology. All you have to do is ask to join. 
There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: @LectioMotherwe1, 
@rcmotherwell and @motherwellre 
Recently a new Facebook page has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult  
Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at deepening our understanding of the 
faith. 
 
 
Some reflections: 
 
A deeper enlightenment and wider experience than mine is necessary to explain the 
dark night through which a soul journeys toward that divine light of perfect union 
with God that is achieved, insofar as possible in this life, through love.                           
The darknesses and trials, spiritual and temporal, that fortunate souls ordinarily  
undergo on their way to the high state of perfection are so numerous and profound 
that human science cannot understand them adequately. Nor does experience of them 
equip one to explain them. Only those who suffer them will know what this                
experience is like, but they won’t be able to describe it. St John of the Cross 
 
John’s core intuition is that the Infinite Love that is the architect of our hearts has 
made our hearts in such a way that nothing less than an infinite union with Infinite 
Love will do. It’s the setup in the beginning. For Infinite Love to create us in the  im-
age of itself is for Infinite Love to create us as a capacity to receive the forms of           
Infinite Love as our destiny. That love is our origin, love is our ground. That Infinite 
Love creates us as a capacity for love, for love’s sake alone. Love is the fabric of the 
true nature of everything that’s happening. This is the love nature of life.  
Fr Richard Rohr OFM 



Please remember in your prayers our sick and housebound:  Helen Kelly, Ann Martin, Walter  

Britton, Maureen Campbell, Lynett Moses, George Wisdom, Michael McKay, Paula Magee,  
Geraldine Creany, Dylan Ferguson, Jordan Ferguson, Gertrude Love, Jonathan Sutton, John Leslie, 
Silvio Jaconelli, Betty & Ed McKay,  Kasia Donnelly & Toren Groat. 

HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am.  
Monday-Friday: 10am. 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request. 
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Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org 
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook. 
Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly (email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org) 
 
           

stathanasiuscarluke                  @saintaths             bit.ly/youtubestathanasiuscarluke                   

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for April: Freedom from Addiction 
We pray that those suffering from addiction may be helped and accompanied. 

In these difficult times, many of you will be struggling financially and if the  
parish can support you in some way please get in touch. If you can continue 
your contribution to our parish, I would be deeply grateful. The best way is to set 
up with your bank a Standing Order. Please email Eddie Kelly, our parish  
Treasurer, for further details on treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org 

Mass will continue to be celebrated for 
your dear ones on the anniversary or 
month’s mind of their deaths and their 
names published in the bulletin.  
Please post their names through the  
letterbox of the parish house or send 
them by email or text. Their names will 
be published in the Bidding Prayers. 

The children’s liturgy at home this week 
can be viewed on   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=NWzAOpU6h4U&t=11s  

A SUGGESTION: If you see a 
hearse, could you stop, stand for a  
moment as it passes, perhaps take off 
your cap,  bow your head and bless 
yourself? In these times where          
funerals are limited to only a very few 
close family our chance to support 
people during bereavement is limited. 
So, I wondered if we could revive an 
old  tradition that would show people 
that their loss is noticed and shared by 
us all? It could mean the world to fami-
lies in a time of sadness. 

Luky numbers draw for March and April: 1st No 66 Patricia Pollock, No 13 Wilma Ross £125; 2nd 
No 24 Marie McGlone, No 1 John Foster £75; 3rd No 8 Isobel Wyber, No 62 Margaret Haddow 
£50. Please contact our treasurer Eddie Kelly for payment on treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org 

The ecumenical prayer initiative continues this Sunday at 7pm. For more information, go to  
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/join-the-call-to-pray-at-7pm-this-sunday?
t=1587738882  

Pope Francis has written a letter to all Catholics for the month of May encouraging us especially 
to  . It can be accessed at:  
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-04/letter-on-the-month-of-may-full-text.html 

To access these hyperlinks, please copy then paste in your address bar. 

Some of our parishioners have offered some spiritual reflections for these times. 
They can be accessed on our Facebook page and on the Links page of our website 

https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KLj9M2aBdWJVQAbG9NBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTI0Z21oaTE1BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANhNDQ1YmE2NDU3M2Q1NmQ0MWY0NDRiOWE5MWU3NDY1OARncG9zAzE0NQRpdANiaW5n?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch
https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KLj9H22zFWq3gAA2xNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTIyMWYzMmxnBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANiMGVmMzM1MjhjNWJiZmU2YmVjYmY2ZjM2ODgxM2EzMQRncG9zAzMEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch
https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KLj9Lm3DFWFksAfkhNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTIydGNocWM0BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM5ZDU2YTUyMzRjMDk4OTBkMjJhYTk3NjgxYTU5YmI1MQRncG9zAzUEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch
https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KLj.qY3jFWzkoArg5NBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTIzMXBkcmM0BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMyNWI5NGUxMTEyMjYyMTJlMjJkYzNlYjNjZjRkZGY3NQRncG9zAzEwBGl0A2Jpbmc-?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NWzAOpU6h4U&t=11s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NWzAOpU6h4U&t=11s
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/join-the-call-to-pray-at-7pm-this-sunday?t=1587738882
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/join-the-call-to-pray-at-7pm-this-sunday?t=1587738882
Dave F. Deady
Please pray for our sick and housebound.Lord our God. For you have called us to serve you and one another in love. Bless our sick and housebound today so that they may bear their illness in union with Jesus' sufferings and restore them quickly to health. Bless those who have grown old in your service and give them courage and strength in their faith. Lead us all to eternal glory. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.




