
Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during this 

health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook page for new 

materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the Sunday Gospel. Also 

check out our Links page on the website and you will be directed to other useful sites. 

Remember our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some beautiful prayers and reflections 

can be accessed there. 

Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk. There is 

also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative Theology. All you 

have to do is ask to join. 

There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: @LectioMotherwe1, @rcmotherwell 

and @motherwellRE 

Recently a new Facebook page has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult Formation. 

You’ll find material there aimed at deepening our understanding of the faith. 
 
 

Pentecost Sunday Children’s Liturgy can be accessed at: 

https://youtu.be/Xd3T1BU9eIM 
 
 

Pentecost Sunday National Rosary Rally 

Pope Francis is encouraging Catholics to pray the Rosary in their family homes during the 

month of May, especially when the Pandemic is making us aware of the value of our 

families and making it possible for us to pray together in lockdown at home. He encourages 

simple Rosaries and joining online Rosary initiatives to pray to Our Lady for deliverance 

from Covid-19 and he has composed two prayers for this intention. 

Bishop Toal invites us to join in an initiative that follows on the Pope’s request, the 

Pentecost Sunday National Rosary Rally, from 9.00am to 9.00pm across Scotland 

England and Wales. 

Our diocese has been asked to pray a Rosary Hour at 7.00 pm and we are warmly invited 

to take part. 

 

 

This Saturday, 30th May at 4.30 pm, Pope Francis will lead the recitation of the Rosary, 

joining the Marian Shrines of the world, to ask the Virgin Mary for help amid the pandemic. 

The link below provides further information. 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-05/pope-to-pray-the-rosary- along-with-

shrines-of-world-covid19.html 
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LETTER FROM BISHOP TOAL FOR PENTECOST 

 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 
 
In the reading from the Acts of the Apostles at Mass today, we heard how the Apostles joined in 
continuous prayer, along with several women, including Mary the Mother of Jesus, and his broth- 
ers. This happened through the days from the Lord’s Ascension until the Coming of the Holy 
Spirit upon them on Pentecost Sunday. These are the days we are in now in the Church’s 
Liturgical Year so I would encourage the clergy and faithful of the Diocese as individuals and as 
families to pray for the guidance and inspiration of the Holy Spirit to assist our recovery in our 
present situation and the strength and courage to face the future with renewed hope. 
 
Considering the “catastrophic” loss of life in this country, especially of the frail and elderly, our 
prayer should be humble, perhaps even penitential, seeking wisdom for our governments to dis- 
cern what needs to be done to protect our health and the well-being of everybody. As Church we 
can look forward now to our churches reopening when the government relaxes that particular 
restriction. I suggest that we do this in a quiet and humble manner, thankful that it is safe to reo- 
pen but respectful of the suffering so many have endured and the on-going distress the virus is 
causing. It has been a time of patient waiting, and that will continue for some time yet, but spirit- 
ually such times are often fruitful, with renewed appreciation and gratitude for what has been 
lacking. The Collect at Mass today spoke of the promise of the Lord’s abiding presence among 
us to endow the world, so we should never feel abandoned but rather open to receiving the 
Lord’s goodness in all circumstances and places. 
 
Through our prayer this week we ask the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with the fire of God’s love 
and, through our sharing in the Lord’s new creation, to renew the face of the earth. 
 
With my prayer and best wishes to you all as we prepare for Pentecost 2020. 
 
Yours in Christ 
 

 
 
+ Joseph Toal 
 
 


