
Pentecost Sunday 9am: Pope Francis, the Archbishop of 

Canterbury and other Church leaders join together in an 

online Service of Prayer 

 
THE power of the Holy Spirit is needed “more than ever” in a world that is 

“experiencing a tragic famine of hope”, Pope Francis will say as part of an online 

service with the Archbishops of Canterbury and York on Pentecost Sunday. 

 

The service, which marks the end of the global prayer movement for evangelism, Thy 

Kingdom Come, will be the first time that the Pope has joined the Archbishops 

online. It will be live-streamed on YouTube and the Church of England’s social 

media channels. 

 

In his recorded message, Pope Francis reflects on the impact of the virus around the 

world, urging Christians to be “more deeply united as witnesses of mercy for the 

human family so severely tested in these days”. They should “ask the Spirit for the 

gift of unity, for only if we live as brothers and sisters can we spread the spirit of 

fraternity”. 

 

He goes on to say: “Today, more than ever, it is necessary to implore the Holy Spirit 

to pour forth into our hearts the life of God, who is love. Indeed, if there is to be a 

better future, our hearts must change for the better. 

“Today, our world is experiencing a tragic famine of hope. How much pain is all 

around us, how much emptiness, how much inconsolable grief. Let us, then, become 

messengers of the comfort bestowed by the Spirit. Let us radiate hope, and the Lord 

will open new paths as we journey towards the future.” 
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Drawn from ‘Sounding the Seasons’, my cycle of sonnets for the Church Year, this is 

a sonnet reflecting on and celebrating the themes and readings of Pentecost. 

Throughout the cycle, and more widely, I have been reflecting on the traditional ‘four 

elements’ of earth, air, water and fire. I have been considering how each of them 

expresses and embodies different aspects of the Gospel and of God’s goodness, as 

though the four elements were, in their own way, another four evangelists. In that 

context I was very struck by the way Scripture expresses the presence of the Holy 

Spirit through the three most dynamic of the four elements, the air, ( a mighty rush- 

ing wind, but also the breath of the spirit) water, (the waters of baptism, the river of 

life, the fountain springing up to eternal life promised by Jesus) and of course fire, the 

tongues of flame at Pentecost. Three out of four ain’t bad, but I was wondering, 

where is the fourth? Where is earth? And then I realised that we ourselves are earth, 

the ‘Adam’ made of the red clay, and we become living beings, fully alive, when the 

Holy Spirit, clothed in the three other elements comes upon us and becomes a part of 

who we are. So something of that reflection is embodied in the sonnet. 

Malcolm Guite 

 

Pentecost 
 
Today we feel the wind beneath our wings  
Today the hidden fountain flows and plays  
Today the church draws breath at last and sings  
As every flame becomes a Tongue of praise. 
This is the feast of fire, air, and water 
Poured out and breathed and kindled into earth. 
The earth herself awakens to her maker 
And is translated out of death to birth. 
The right words come today in their right order 
And every word spells freedom and release  
Today the gospel crosses every border 
All tongues are loosened by the Prince of Peace  
Today the lost are found in His translation.  
Whose mother-tongue is Love, in every nation 
 

Sounding the Seasons, is published by Canterbury Press here in England. The book is now back in stock on  

both Amazon UK . It is now also out on Kindle. 
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