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FIRST READING 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

God has made Jesus both Lord and God. 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, 

   raised his voice, and proclaimed: 
“Let the whole house of Israel know for certain 
   that God has made both Lord and Christ, 
   this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
 
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, 
   and they asked Peter and the other apostles, 
“What are we to do, my brothers?” 
Peter said to them, 
   “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, 
   in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 
   and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
For the promise is made to you and to your children 
   and to all those far off, 
   whomever the Lord our God will call.” 
He testified with many other arguments, and was exhorting them, 
   “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 
Those who accepted his message were baptized, 
   and about three thousand persons were added that day. 
 
R. (1) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
   In verdant pastures he gives me repose; 
beside restful waters he leads me; 
   he refreshes my soul. 
 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 
He guides me in right paths 
   for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk in the dark valley 
   I fear no evil; for you are at my side. 
With your rod and your staff 
   that give me courage. 
 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 



 
You spread the table before me 
   in the sight of my foes; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
   my cup overflows. 
 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
  or: 
R. Alleluia. 
 
Only goodness and kindness follow me 
   all the days of my life; 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
   for years to come. 
 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 
SECOND READING 
1 Pt 2:20b-25 

You have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Peter 
 
Beloved: 
If you are patient when you suffer for doing what is good, 
   this is a grace before God. 
For to this you have been called, 
   because Christ also suffered for you, 
   leaving you an example that you should follow in his footsteps. 
He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth. 
 
When he was insulted, he returned no insult; 
   when he suffered, he did not threaten; 
   instead, he handed himself over to the one who judges justly. 
He himself bore our sins in his body upon the cross, 
   so that, free from sin, we might live for righteousness. 
By his wounds you have been healed. 
For you had gone astray like sheep, 
 but you have now returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Jn 10:14 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; 
I know my sheep, and mine know me. 
 
R. Alleluia, alleluia 



HYMNS FOR MASS: 
Entrance 965; Com-

munion 720 & 629; Ex-

GOSPEL 
Jn 10:1-10 

I am the gate for the sheep. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

Jesus said: 

“Amen, amen, I say to you, 
   whoever does not enter a sheepfold through the gate 
   but climbs over elsewhere is a thief and a robber. 
But whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 
The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice, 
   as the shepherd calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 
When he has driven out all his own, 
   he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, 
   because they recognize his voice. 
But they will not follow a stranger; 
   they will run away from him, 
   because they do not recognize the voice of strangers.” 
Although Jesus used this figure of speech, 
   the Pharisees did not realize what he was trying to tell them. 
 
So Jesus said again, “Amen, amen, I say to you, 
   I am the gate for the sheep. 
All who came before me are thieves and robbers, 
   but the sheep did not listen to them. 
I am the gate. 
Whoever enters through me will be saved, 
   and will come in and go out and find pasture. 
A thief comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; 
   I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 



THE “I AM” SAYINGS OF JESUS IN JOHN’S GOSPEL 

In the Gospel of John, Jesus makes seven statements beginning with the words I am. Each of these 
“I am” proclamations furthers our understanding of Jesus’ ministry in the world. They also link 
Jesus to the Old Testament revelation of God. 
 
In the Old Testament, God revealed His name to Moses: “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are 
to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you’” (Exodus 3:14). Thus, in Judaism, “I AM” is un-
questionably understood as a name for God. Whenever Jesus made an “I am” statement in which 
He claimed attributes of deity, He was identifying Himself as God. Each of these statements offer 
us a gateway into a deeper understanding of the godhead 

1.  Bread        

“I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me shall not hunger.” John 6:35 

2.  Light       

 “I am the light of the world; he who fallows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the 
light of life.” John 8:12    
 
3.  Gate      

 “I am the gate; if anyone enters through Me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and 
find pasture.” John 10:9 

4.  Good Shepherd      

 “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for His sheep.” John 10:11 

5.  Resurrection and Life       

“I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me shall live even if he dies.” John 11:25 

6.  Way, Truth, Life       

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me.” John 14:6 

7.  True vine 

 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.” John 15:1   

The divinity of Jesus Christ is further illustrated in John 8:58.  Jesus said,  “Truly, Truly, I say to 
you, before Abraham was born, I am”, which means that Jesus existed before His human life on 
earth 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%203.14
https://www.gotquestions.org/I-AM-WHO-I-AM-Exodus-3-14.html


Prayers of the Faithful – 4th Sunday of Easter - Year A 
GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY 

 

3rd May 2020 
 

    We pray for the church - may we allow Christ to bring forth abundant life within 
us and guide us in using our gifts for God’s glory and to help all around us. 
 

    Lord hear us 
 

    We pray for the grace to truly listen to God’s promptings - may we, who have 
been called by name, hear the voice of the Good Shepherd and respond confident-
ly to His invitations. 
 

    Lord hear us 
 

    We pray for Pope Francis, our Bishops and Priests - may they faithfully imitate 
Christ the Good Shepherd in accompanying the people of God on their journey 
and encourage their growth toward wholeness especially during these challenging 
times. 
 

    Lord hear us 
 

    We continue our prayers for all who are suffering as a result of the Corona-
virus pandemic – may our Risen Lord bring healing to the sick, comfort to the dy-
ing, solace to those who mourn and strength to all working to care for the afflict-
ed.  
 

    Lord hear us 
 
 
 

    We pray for our sick, especially:-   
 

Isobel Gardner, Gertrude Love, John Leslie,Kasia Donnelly and Lily Burns 
 

    May their faith in our Risen Lord bring them comfort, strength and healing. 
 

    Lord hear us 
 

    We pray for our beloved dead and all who have gone before us, especially:- 
Elizabeth Dakers 

 
 
 

We also remember the anniversaries for Eileen Macdonald, Mary McKintosh, 
Jessie Boyle, Catherine Phillips and Gordon James and months minds for…
Kathleen Mangan, Marie Claire Reilly & Theresa Casagranda that occur at this 
time.   
 

May they enter into eternal joy with our Risen Lord in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
 

Lord hear us 

davedeady
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CHRIST JESUS THE GATEWAY—LIMINAL SPACE 

When we find ourselves in liminal space, does it matter whether we are 
pushed or whether we jump? Either way, we are not where or what we were 
before, nor do we know how or where we will land in our new reality. We are, 
as the anthropologist Victor Turner (1920–1983) wrote, betwixt and be-
tween. In that space—which is mental, emotional, physical, and spiritual—we 
are destabilized, disoriented. The old touchstones, habits, and comforts are 
now past, the future unknown. We only wish such a time to be over. We may 
be impatient to pass through it quickly, with as little distress as possible, 
even though that is not likely. . . . 

But what if we can choose to experience this liminal space and time, this un-
comfortable now, as . . . a place and state of creativity, of construction and 
deconstruction, choice and transformation[?] I wonder whether it is, then, 
also the realm of the Holy Spirit, our comforter, who does not take away the 
vastness and possibility of this opened-up threshold time, but invites us to 
lay down our fears and discomfort to see what else is there, hard as that may 
be. . . . 

One transformation in this liminal time of cancer treatment and recovery 
was my recognition that the staggering vulnerability I was experiencing was 
not weakness, not shameful, but the source of what would allow me to sur-
vive and, eventually, to thrive. I allowed others to see me—not just my bro-
ken, lopsided face, but also my pain, sorrow, disappointment, and discour-
agement, as well as my gratitude, resilience, joy, and recovery. . . . 
Like Jonah in the belly of the sea monster, we are led where we do not want 
to go—not once, but many times in our lives. Dwelling in unsettling liminal 
space, whether we are pushed or we jump, we are led to draw on resources 
and possibilities we may not have tapped before. In the unknown space be-
tween here and there, younger and older, past and future, life happens. And, 
if we attend, we can feel the Holy Spirit moving with us in a way that we may 
not be aware of in more settled times. In liminal time and space, we can learn 
to let reality—even in its darkness—be our teacher, rather than living in the 
illusion that we are creating it on our own. We can enter into the liminal par-
adox: a disturbing time and space that not only breaks us down, but also of-
fers us the choice to live in it with fierce aliveness, freedom, sacredness, com-
panionship, and awareness of Presence. 
Sheryl Fullerton 



AS KINGFISHERS CATCH FIRE 

By 

Gerard Manley Hopkins 

 

As kingfishers catch fire, dragonflies dráw fláme; 

As tumbled over rim in roundy wells 

Stones ring; like each tucked string tells, each hung bell’s 

Bow swung finds tongue to fling out broad its name; 

Each mortal thing does one thing and the same: 

Deals out that being indoors each one dwells; 

Selves—goes itself; myself it speaks and spells, 

Crying Whát I do is me: for that I came. 

Í say móre: the just man justices; 

Kéeps gráce: thát keeps all his goings graces; 

Acts in God’s eye what in God’s eye he is— 

Chríst—for Christ plays in ten thousand places, 

Lovely in limbs, and lovely in eyes not his 

To the Father through the features of men’s faces. 

 

 

Central to the poem is the idea that the world is God’s creation, and therefore everything 

in it is glorifying him just by being itself: The kingfishers and dragonflies catching the 

glint of the sun are calling out, “I am me! This is who I am and what I do!” 

Then in the second paragraph he declares that the same principle applies to the 

“just” man — a man (or woman) who is seeking God and living for him, i.e. acting 

“in God’s eye what in God’s eye he is.” As a kingfisher is created to dive for fish and 

a dragonfly to hover and dart after bugs, so each of us is created with a sense of  

purpose and seeks to fulfil that purpose. For the Christian (literally “little Christ”) 

that purpose is to reflect Christ. And, Hopkins says, we do! Each of us, through our 

unique personalities, our gifts, our compassions, even our weaknesses and griefs 

glorify God. As Iraneaus said, “The glory of God is the human person fully alive.” 

 

Gerard Manley Hopkins (1844-1889) was an English poet, a convert to               

Catholicism (1866) and was ordained as a Jesuit priest (1877). He ministered 

briefly in St Aloysius’, Glasgow.

We need to try and understand this 
virus among us as a newcomer in 
an existing panoply of creatures 
who are associated with us – some 
kill, yes, but many do not. We can 
mourn in deep solidarity with those 
who mourn, but anxiety will not 
help those left behind. The next 
time a cloud of anxiety rises up 
within us, let us reflect that the 
flowers, birds, trees and other     
living creatures around us even in 
an urban environment are not in 
lockdown. Stop to listen to the  
birdsong. Their praises cannot be 
stamped out, in spite of our mortali-
ty and disease. The Christian hope-
ful message of Easter cannot         
be suppressed. God’s grace is con-
tinuously at work in unselfish acts 
of self-emptying, love and sacrifice 
even in the midst of the pandemic.  



Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during 
this health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook 
page for new materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the  
Sunday Gospel.  Also check out our Links page on the website and you will be  
directed to other useful sites. Remember our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some 
beautiful prayers and reflections can be accessed there. 
 
Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk. 
There is also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative   
Theology. All you have to do is ask to join. 
There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: @LectioMotherwe1, 
@rcmotherwell and @motherwellre 
Recently a new Facebook page has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult  
Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at deepening our understanding of the 
faith. 
 
The Diocesan RE Department is preparing an Angelus resource for the 21 school 
days in May to encourage pupils to learn and recite the Angelus.  Join the children 
and others each day in reciting this beautiful prayer. Go to www.rcdom.org.uk and to 
the diocesan Facebook page. The link will also be published every day on Twitter 
@motherwellre 
 
 
Good Shepherd Sunday  -  World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
 
This Sunday, 3rd May, is Good Shepherd Sunday and is the World Day of Prayer for 

Vocations.  Pope Francis has issued a letter for this day, a link to which is  
 provided below.  
 
Parishioners are encouraged to pray the Rosary this Sunday for Vocations,  
particularly to the priesthood, diaconate, and religious life.  
 
You are also asked to pray for our present seminarians who have had to return home 

at the present time from Rome and Oscott because of the virus. 
 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/vocations/documents/papa-
francesco_20200308_57-messaggio-giornata-mondiale-vocazioni.html 

 
Praying the Rosary During May 
 
Each day of May the Rosary will be recited variously by Bishop Toal, priests and  
laity of the diocese. Please join in by signing into the diocesan Facebook account. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/vocations/documents/papa-francesco_20200308_57-messaggio-giornata-mondiale-vocazioni.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/vocations/documents/papa-francesco_20200308_57-messaggio-giornata-mondiale-vocazioni.html


Please remember in your prayers our sick and housebound:  Helen Kelly, Ann Martin, Walter  

Britton, Maureen Campbell, Lynett Moses, George Wisdom, Michael McKay, Paula Magee,  
Geraldine Creany, Dylan Ferguson, Jordan Ferguson, Gertrude Love, Jonathan Sutton, John Leslie, 
Silvio Jaconelli, Betty & Ed McKay,  Kasia Donnelly & Lily Burns. 

HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am.  
Monday-Friday: 10am. 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request. 

21 Mount Stewart Street, Carluke, ML8 5EB. Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas F. Magill. Tel: 01555 771250.  
Mobile No: 07789708192; email: thomas2magill@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org 
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook. 
Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly (email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org) 
 
           

stathanasiuscarluke                  @saintaths             bit.ly/youtubestathanasiuscarluke                   

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for April: Freedom from Addiction 
We pray that those suffering from addiction may be helped and accompanied. 

In these difficult times, many of you will be struggling financially and if the  
parish can support you in some way please get in touch. If you can continue 
your contribution to our parish, I would be deeply grateful. The best way is to set 
up with your bank a Standing Order. Please email Eddie Kelly, our parish  
Treasurer, for further details on treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org 

Mass will continue to be celebrated for 
your dear ones on the anniversary or 
month’s mind of their deaths and their 
names published in the bulletin.  
Please post their names through the  
letterbox of the parish house or send 
them by email or text. Their names will 
be published in the Bidding Prayers. 

Happy birthday to Joe Mangan who cele-
brates his 90th this Wednesday. Let’s say 
a special prayer in thanksgiving to God. 

A SUGGESTION: If you see a 
hearse, could you stop, stand for a  
moment as it passes, perhaps take off 
your cap,  bow your head and bless 
yourself? In these times where          
funerals are limited to only a very few 
close family our chance to support 
people during bereavement is limited. 
So, I wondered if we could revive an 
old  tradition that would show people 
that their loss is noticed and shared by 
us all? It could mean the world to fami-
lies in a time of sadness. 

Luky numbers draw for March and April: 1st No 66 Patricia Pollock, No 13 Wilma Ross £125; 2nd 
No 24 Marie McGlone, No 1 John Foster £75; 3rd No 8 Isobel Wyber, No 62 Margaret Haddow 
£50. Please contact our treasurer Eddie Kelly for payment on treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org 

The ecumenical prayer initiative continues this Sunday at 7pm. For more information, go to  
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/scottish-churches-call-christians-together-in-
sunday-prayer 

Pope Francis has written a letter to all Catholics for the month of May encouraging us especially to 
pray the Rosary during this month. It can be accessed at:  
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-04/letter-on-the-month-of-may-full-text.html 

To access these hyperlinks, please copy then paste in your address bar. 

Some of our parishioners have offered some spiritual reflections for these times. 
They can be accessed on our Facebook page and on the Links page of our website 

https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KLj9M2aBdWJVQAbG9NBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTI0Z21oaTE1BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANhNDQ1YmE2NDU3M2Q1NmQ0MWY0NDRiOWE5MWU3NDY1OARncG9zAzE0NQRpdANiaW5n?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch
https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KLj9H22zFWq3gAA2xNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTIyMWYzMmxnBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANiMGVmMzM1MjhjNWJiZmU2YmVjYmY2ZjM2ODgxM2EzMQRncG9zAzMEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch
https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KLj9Lm3DFWFksAfkhNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTIydGNocWM0BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM5ZDU2YTUyMzRjMDk4OTBkMjJhYTk3NjgxYTU5YmI1MQRncG9zAzUEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch
https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KLj.qY3jFWzkoArg5NBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTIzMXBkcmM0BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMyNWI5NGUxMTEyMjYyMTJlMjJkYzNlYjNjZjRkZGY3NQRncG9zAzEwBGl0A2Jpbmc-?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/scottish-churches-call-christians-together-in-sunday-prayer
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/scottish-churches-call-christians-together-in-sunday-prayer
davedeady
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Please pray for our sick and housebound.Lord our God. For you have called us to serve you and one another in love. Bless our sick and housebound today so that they may bear their illness in union with Jesus' sufferings and restore them quickly to health. Bless those who have grown old in your service and give them courage and strength in their faith. Lead us all to eternal glory. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

davedeady
Text Box
Pope Francis' prayer intention for May: For DeaconsWe pray that deacons, faithful in their service to the Word and the poor, may be an invigorating symbol for the entire Church.




