It is precisely this Spirit of truth whom Jesus calls the Paraclete-and parakletos
means "counsellor," and also "intercessor," or "advocate." And he says that the
Paraclete is "another" Counsellor, the second one, since he, Jesus himself, is the
first Counsellor,18 being the first bearer and giver of the Good News. The Holy
Spirit comes after him and because of him, in order to continue in the world,
through the Church, the work of the Good News of salvation. Concerning this
continuation of his own work by the Holy Spirit Jesus speaks more than once
during the same farewell discourse, preparing the Apostles gathered in the
Upper Room for his departure, namely for his Passion and Death on the Cross.
The words to which we will make reference here are found in the Gospel of
John. Each one adds a new element to that prediction and promise. And at the
same time they are intimately interwoven, not only from the viewpoint of the
events themselves but also from the viewpoint of the mystery of the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit, which perhaps in no passage of Sacred Scripture finds so
emphatic an expression as here.
A little while after the prediction just mentioned Jesus adds: "But the
Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will
teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to
you."19 The Holy Spirit will be the Counsellor of the Apostles and the Church,
always present in their midst-even though invisible-as the teacher of the same
Good News that Christ proclaimed. The words "he will teach" and "bring to
remembrance" mean not only that he, in his own particular way, will continue to
inspire the spreading of the Gospel of salvation but also that he will help people
to understand the correct meaning of the content of Christ's message; they mean
that he will ensure continuity and identity of under-standing in the midst of
changing conditions and circumstances. The Holy Spirit, then, will ensure that
in the Church there will always continue the same truth which the Apostles
heard from their Master.
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