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Readings 

FIRST READING 
JEREMIAH 20:10-13 

He has rescued the life of the poor from the power of the wicked. 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah 
 

Jeremiah said: 

   “I hear the whisperings of many: 
      ‘Terror on every side! 
      Denounce! let us denounce him!’ 
   All those who were my friends  
      are on the watch for any misstep of mine. 
   ‘Perhaps he will be trapped; then we can prevail, 
      and take our vengeance on him.’ 
   But the LORD is with me, like a mighty champion: 
      my persecutors will stumble, they will not triumph. 
   In their failure they will be put to utter shame, 
      to lasting, unforgettable confusion. 
   O LORD of hosts, you who test the just, 
      who probe mind and heart, 
   let me witness the vengeance you take on them, 
      for to you I have entrusted my cause. 
   Sing to the LORD, 
      praise the LORD, 
   for he has rescued the life of the poor 
      from the power of the wicked!” 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
PSALM 69:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35 

R.  Lord, in your great love, answer me. 

For your sake I bear insult, 
   and shame covers my face. 
I have become an outcast to my brothers, 
   a stranger to my mother’s children, 
because zeal for your house consumes me, 
   and the insults of those who blaspheme you fall upon me. 
 



I pray to you, O LORD, 
   for the time of your favour, O God! 
In your great kindness answer me 
   with your constant help. 
Answer me, O LORD, for bounteous is your kindness; 
   in your great mercy turn toward me. 
 
R. Lord, in your great love, answer me. 
 
“See, you lowly ones, and be glad; 
   you who seek God, may your hearts revive! 
For the LORD hears the poor, 
   and his own who are in bonds he spurns not. 
Let the heavens and the earth praise him, 
   the seas and whatever moves in them!” 
 
R. Lord, in your great love, answer me. 

 

 

SECOND READING 
ROMANS 5:12-15 

The gift is not like the transgression. 

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 
 

Brothers and sisters: 

Through one man sin entered the world, 
   and through sin, death, 
   and thus death came to all, inasmuch as all sinned— 
   for up to the time of the law, sin was in the world, 
   though sin is not accounted when there is no law. 
But death reigned from Adam to Moses, 
   even over those who did not sin  
   after the pattern of the trespass of Adam, 
   who is the type of the one who was to come. 
 
But the gift is not like the transgression. 
For if by the transgression of the one the many died, 
   how much more did the grace of God  
   and the gracious gift of the one man Jesus Christ  
   overflow for the many. 



HYMNS FOR MASS: 
Entrance 965; Com-

munion 720 & 629; Ex-

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
JOHN 15:26b, 27a 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
The Spirit of truth will testify to me, says the Lord; 
and you also will testify. 
 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL 
MATTHEW 10:28-33 

Do not be afraid of those who kill the body. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus said to the Twelve: 

“Fear no one. 
Nothing is concealed that will not be revealed, 
   nor secret that will not be known. 
What I say to you in the darkness, speak in the light; 
   what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. 
And do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; 
   rather, be afraid of the one who can destroy  
   both soul and body in Gehenna. 
Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? 
Yet not one of them falls to the ground without your Father’s knowledge. 
Even all the hairs of your head are counted. 
So do not be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 
Everyone who acknowledges me before others  
   I will acknowledge before my heavenly Father. 
But whoever denies me before others, 
   I will deny before my heavenly Father.” 
 



Prayers of the Faithful – 12th Sunday of Ordinary Time - Year A 

 

21st June 2020 

 

 We pray for the Church – may we live in the confident assurance of God’s 

abiding concern, love and care for us. 

 

 Lord hear us 

 

 On this Father’s Day, we pray for all fathers and those who have shown us a 

father’s love - may God grant them good health, guide them in being good 

examples and help them to be a source of encouragement to their children. 

 

 Lord hear us 

 

 We pray for the gift of courage and confidence to speak the truth - may we 

confidently bear witness to our values and principles even in times of re-

sistance and ridicule from the culture around us. 

 

 Lord hear us  

 

 We continue to pray for all who are suffering as a result of the pandemic – 

may God send healing to the afflicted, compassion to those who care for 

them, comfort to the dying and solace to those who mourn.  

 

 Lord hear us 

 

 We pray for our sick, especially:-   

 

Isobel Gardner, John Leslie and Kasia Donnelly  

 

 May the Holy Spirit bring them strength, peace and healing.  

 

 Lord hear us 

 

 We pray for our beloved dead and all who have gone before us, especially:- 

Marieanne Crilly & John Mackle.  

 

We also remember the anniversary of Fr Tom Gault, Phil Haverstock and 
Margaret McAllister and the month’s mind of Kathleen Mangan and Henry 
Magill 

 

May they enter into the Kingdom of Heaven in the company of Mary and 

the Saints.  

 

Lord hear us 



Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during 
this health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook 
page for new materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the  
Sunday Gospel.  Also check out our Links page on the website and you will be  
directed to other useful sites. Remember our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some 
beautiful prayers and reflections can be accessed there. 
 
Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk. 
There is also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative   
Theology. All you have to do is ask to join. 
There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: @LectioMotherwe1, 
@rcmotherwell and @motherwellRE 
Recently a new Facebook page has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult  
Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at deepening our understanding of the 
faith. 
 

Novena Prayer to the Sacred Heart 
 
 
I. O my Jesus, you have said: 'Truly I say to you, ask and you will receive, seek and 
you will find, knock and it will be opened to you. ' Behold I knock, I seek and ask for the 
grace of...... (here name your request) Our Father... . Hail Mary... . Glory Be to the Fa-
ther... . 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you. 

II. O my Jesus, you have said: 'Truly I say to you, if you ask anything of the Father 
in my name, he will give it to you. ' Behold, in your name, I ask the Father for the grace 
of...... . (here name your request) Our Father... Hail Mary... . Glory Be To the Father... . 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you. 

III. O my Jesus, you have said: 'Truly I say to you, heaven and earth will pass away 
but my words will not pass away. ' Encouraged by your infallible words I now ask for the 
grace of... . . (here name your request) Our Father... . 
Hail Mary... . Glory Be to the Father... 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place all my trust in you. 

O Sacred Heart of Jesus, for whom it is impossible 
not to have compassion on the afflicted, have pity on 
us miserable sinners and grant us the grace which we 
ask of you, through the Sorrowful and Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, your tender Mother and ours.  
Say the Hail, Holy Queen and add: St. Joseph, foster 
father of Jesus, pray for us.  
-- St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 

Padre Pio recited this novena every day for all those 
who requested his prayers. 



JUNE—MONTH OF DEVOTION TO THE SACRED HEART 
The devotion is based primarily on two passages in the Gospel of John. John 19:34 
speaks of blood and water that flowed from the spear wound Jesus sustained on the 
cross: “One of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow 
of blood and water.” And in John 7:38 Jesus declares, “Whoever believes in me, as 
Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” The physical 
heart of Jesus as the centre and source of Jesus’ infinite and passionate love for hu-
mankind became a specific object of adoration within Catholicism. 
 
 
The devotion to the Sacred Heart spread informally until it was popularized by  Mar-
garet Mary Alacoque (1647–1690), a nun in the Salesian visitation convent at Paray-
le-Monial in Burgundy, France. Under the influence of her convent adviser, Jesuit 
priest Claude de la Colombière, Margaret Mary practiced fervent devotions to the 
Sacred Heart. In them, she experienced visions and revelations that were          re-
ported to result in ecstasy. 
 
In June 1675, while praying about the devotion, Margaret Mary had a vision known 
as the “great apparition” in which she claimed to have seen Christ “showing to her 
his heart on a flaming throne, surrounded by thorns and surmounted by a cross; and 
he told her it was his will that a special devotion should be offered to his Sacred 
Heart in reparation for irreverences committed against him in the most holy          
sacrament, and that the Friday after the octave of Corpus Christi should be set apart 
for this devotion”  
 
 
In her visions, Margaret Mary supposedly received twelve promises from Jesus for 
those who honour His Sacred Heart. Some of these promises are that Jesus will give 
devotees comfort, peace, holiness, and “all the graces necessary for their state in 
life.” In addition, Jesus allegedly promised that He would “bless every place where 
an image of My Heart shall be exposed and honoured” and that “all those who      
receive Holy Communion on the First Friday of nine consecutive months” would re-
ceive grace and the pleasure of the Lord at the time of death. 
 
The first official feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus was celebrated in 1765 in France. 
Nearly 100 years later, in 1856, Pope Pius IX extended the feast to the entire       
Western Church. Since that time, devotions to the Sacred Heart of Jesus have spread 
universally, with novenas, litanies, and Holy Communion. 
 
On Sunday, June 5, 2005, Pope Benedict XVI spoke of the devotion to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus in his Angelus: “In biblical language, ‘heart’ indicates the centre of 
the person where his sentiments and intentions dwell. In the Heart of the Redeemer 
we adore God’s love for humanity, his will for universal salvation, his infinite     
mercy. Practicing devotion to the Sacred Heart of Christ therefore means adoring 
that Heart which, after having loved us to the end, was pierced by a spear and from 
high on the Cross poured out blood and water, an inexhaustible source of new life.” 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2019.34
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%207.38
https://www.gotquestions.org/Corpus-Christi.html


Justice and Peace Group 
 
The Diocesan Justice and Peace Group refers you to this internet link 
with interesting talks and workshops including one on Church Investments in Major 
Oil Companies. 
 
https://mailchi.mp/bc49599a6ed9/trinitysunday2020?e=9fd6190559  

 
Link to children’s resources for this Sunday: https://youtu.be/60z7IZE_vHA  
 
Reopening of our Church 

 

The First Minister, Nicola Sturgeon, has announced that we have now entered the 
2nd phase of our exit from lockdown. During this period beginning Monday, all 
places of worship are allowed to open for private prayer. On our website and our  
Facebook page, there is a video produced by the Diocese of Motherwell which gives 

general guidelines to be followed if you are visiting any church. From Sunday  there 
will another video made specifically for our church which will give directions to be 
followed when you visit St Athanasius’. To enhance safety and health security, I  
propose to open only the front part of the church, the Gathering Area. Please take a 
few minutes to view the video and also to read the notices when making a visit. Also 

please spread the word that the church will be open from 8am-8pm every day. 

 
 
 

https://mailchi.mp/bc49599a6ed9/trinitysunday2020?e=9fd6190559
https://youtu.be/60z7IZE_vHA
https://www.stathanasiuscarluke.org/


HAPPY FATHERS’ DAY TO ALL OUR DADS. Christian and Gillian Mocek and 
Fr. Anthony Cecil got together and created this beautiful litany for parents during 
these hard days of lockdown.  
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

That I may always be thankful for the gift of my parenthood, Jesus, grant me this grace. 
That I may enjoy the little moments of each day, Jesus, grant me this grace. 
That I may always be respectful, patient and kind, Jesus, grant me this grace. 
That I may not speak or act in anger when I am distressed and tired, but listen to my child, and un-
derstand their emotions, Jesus, grant me this grace. 
That I may be encouraging and uplifting while knowing when to set proper boundaries, Jesus, 
grant me this grace. 
That I may readily forgive, Jesus, grant me this grace. 
That I may be attentive to my child, and not to the distractions that surround me, Jesus, grant me 
this grace. 
That I may have strength and courage to treat each day as a fresh start, Jesus, grant me this grace. 
That I replace my fears with hope, Jesus, grant me this grace. 
That I may play more and worry less, Jesus, grant me this grace. 
That I may teach my child to see you in others, Jesus, grant me this grace. 
That I may see you in my child, Jesus, grant me this grace. 
That I may teach my child to serve you through serving others, Jesus, grant me this grace. 
That I may teach my child to serve you through my service to them, Jesus, grant me this grace. 
That I may teach my child to love you through loving others, Jesus, grant me this grace. 
That I may teach my child to love you through my love of them, Jesus, grant me this grace. 

That you will watch over and protect my child, Jesus, I trust in you. 
That you will give me wisdom when I need it, Jesus, I trust in you. 
That you will help me be just as you are just, Jesus, I trust in you. 
That you will help me be merciful as you are merciful, Jesus, I trust in you. 
That you will help me to love, for you yourself are Love, Jesus, I trust in you. 

Holy Mary, Mother of Jesus and Our Mother, pray for us. 
St. Joseph, earthly Father of Jesus and patron of fathers, pray for us. 
Sts. Joachim and Anne, parents of Mary, patrons of grandparents, pray for us. 
Sts. Zechariah and Elizabeth, parents of St. John the Baptist, pray for us.                                                         
St Margaret of Scotland, mother to her family and to our nation, pray for us 
St. Helena, mother of the Emperor Constantine, pray for us. 
St. Monica, mother of St. Augustine, patroness of mothers, pray for us. 
St. Margaret of Cortona, patroness of single parents, pray for us. 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, widowed and cared for her children alone, pray for us. 
St. Gianna Molla, who gave her life so that her child could live, pray for us. 
Sts. Louis and Zélie Martin, parents of St. Thérèse of Lisieux, pray for us. 

Let us Pray: O God, you allow me to share in 
your creative power through parenthood, 
graciously grant that our home may be a 
temple of your love, and that, by imitating 
the example of virtue and love shown to us 
in the Holy Family, we, like them, may         
glorify you in all that we do. We ask this 
through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 



SOME BACKGROUND TO THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS 
 
JEREMIAH 20:10-13 
 
Jeremiah was the son of Hilkiah, a kohen (Jewish priest) from the Benjamite village of Anathoth 
(1.1) The difficulties he encountered, as described in the books of Jeremiah and Lamentations, 
have prompted scholars to refer to him as "the weeping prophet". 

Jeremiah was called to prophetic ministry c. 626 BC by YHWH to give prophecy of Jerusalem's 
destruction (1.14-16) that would occur by invaders from the north. (chapter 4). This was because 
Israel had been unfaithful to the laws of the covenant and had forsaken God by worshiping Baal. 
Jeremiah condemned people burning their children as offerings to Moloch  This nation had deviat-
ed so far from God that they had broken the covenant, causing God to withdraw his blessings. Jer-
emiah was guided by God to proclaim that the nation of Judah would be faced with famine, plun-
dered and taken captive by foreigners who would exile them to a foreign land. 
 
Jeremiah resisted the call by complaining that he was only a child and did not know how to speak. 
However, the Lord insisted that Jeremiah go and speak, and he touched Jeremiah's mouth to place 
the word of the Lord there. God told Jeremiah to "Get yourself ready!"[ The character traits and 
practices Jeremiah was to acquire are specified in Jeremiah 1 and include not being afraid, stand-
ing up to speak, speaking as told, and going where sent. 
 
Today’s passage shows Jeremiah experiencing an important life lesson: It is God’s show, not ours. 
As long as we think that we are in charge and that everything depends on our efforts and skills, we 
labour at a disadvantage. Ego, selfishness and fear can taint our words and actions. Our current 
crisis has shown us how human endeavours can be swept aside in an instant — in this case, by 
something we cannot even see. It is important that we not become fearful and lose our sense of 
mission and purpose. 
 
ROMANS 5:12-15 
 
The Jesuit scholar Jesuit scholar Joseph Fitzmyer, notes that the book "overwhelms the reader by 
the density and sublimity of the topic with which it deals, the gospel of the justification and            
salvation of Jew and Greek alike by the grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, revealing the 
uprightness and love of God the Father." The majority of scholars writing on Romans propose the 
letter was written in late 55/early 56 or late 56/early 57. The letter was most probably written 
while Paul was in Corinth, perhaps while he was staying in the house of Gaius, and transcribed by 
Tertius, his secretary. 
 
In today’s passage, Paul used a powerful metaphor to describe the pervasiveness of human sin. 
Rather than an historical figure, Adam is a symbol of our common humanity. In the story, his           
disobedience to God became ours, as humans passed down negative attitudes, ideas, words and 
actions from generation to generation. 
Human sin spreads by example and by making negative and ungodly things “normal,” and              
confusing our own wishes with God’s will. Fortunately, we were not left alone. Moses, the            
prophets and numerous teachers were given to humanity. 
God extended a hand, offering us restoration and salvation as a gift through Jesus. But free gift 
does not mean free pass — it requires a heartfelt and sincere response to God’s grace. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hilkiah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kohen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anathoth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Lamentations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/YHWH
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moloch
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+1%3A17&version=NIV
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeremiah_1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Society_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Fitzmyer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_the_Father
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Corinth
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MATTHEW 10:28-33 
 
The Gospel According to Matthew is the first book of the New Testament and one of the three 
synoptic gospels. It tells how Israel's Messiah, rejected and executed in Israel, pronounces           
judgement on Israel and its leaders and becomes the salvation of the gentiles. The gospel reflects 
the struggles and conflicts between the evangelist's community and the other Jews, particularly 
with its sharp criticism of the scribes and Pharisees. 

The divine nature of Jesus was a major issue for the Matthaean community, the crucial element 
separating the early Christians from their Jewish neighbours; while Mark begins with Jesus'           
baptism and temptations, Matthew goes back to Jesus' origins, showing him as the Son of God 
from his birth, the fulfilment of messianic prophecies of the Old Testament. The title Son of David  
identifies Jesus as the healing and miracle-working Messiah of Israel (it is used exclusively in    
relation to miracles), sent to Israel alone. As Son of Man he will return to judge the world, an     
expectation which his disciples recognise but of which his enemies are unaware. As Son of God, 
God is revealing himself through his son, and Jesus proving his sonship through his obedience and 
example. 

Most scholars believe the gospel was composed between AD 80 and 90, The work does not              
identify its author, but early tradition attributed it to the apostle Matthew  The author reveals             
himself as a male Jew, standing on the margin between traditional and non-traditional Jewish              
values, and familiar with technical legal aspects of scripture being debated in his time.  
 
This Sunday’s passage shows that fear is our most powerful enemy. It prevents us from                   
experiencing the depth and richness of our humanity as well as the inner presence of God. We are 
afraid to speak out and challenge the powers that be, culture, tradition and “the way things are.” 
We hide from ourselves and bury our darkness behind secrets. Jesus urges us to lose that fear. God 
detests secrets — all that humans try to hide will be brought to light. We can see this in our own 
time as the things hidden in darkness are revealed: sexual abuse, corruption, racism and injustice 
are being exposed for all to see. It is a deeply disturbing and humiliating experience, but one made 
necessary by human denial. 
People are losing their fear and recapturing their dignity and a sense of justice. But we often try to 
bury and hide the light, too. It has become almost taboo to speak openly of God or spiritual things. 
That fear must also go for God will not be long denied. 
Truth-telling and witnessing can be costly and in some instances it might even cost us life and 
limb. Jesus reassured His audience with the analogy of the sparrows sold for a penny. Despite their 
apparent insignificance, they matter, for they are known and loved by God. 
In biblical terms, to be known and remembered by God is to be saved. Every human is of infinite 
worth. If we are known and loved by God, what is there to fear? (Fr Scott Lewis SJ) 
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HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am.  
Monday-Friday: 10am. 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request. 

21 Mount Stewart Street, Carluke, ML8 5EB. Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas F. Magill. Tel: 01555 771250.  
Mobile No: 07789708192; email: thomas2magill@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org 
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook. 
Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly (email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org) 
 
           

stathanasiuscarluke                  @saintaths             bit.ly/youtubestathanasiuscarluke                   

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for June:  The Way of the Heart 
We pray that all those who suffer may find their way in life, allowing themselves to 
be touched by the Heart of Jesus. 

In these difficult times, many of you will be struggling financially and if the  
parish can support you in some way please get in touch. If you can continue 
your contribution to our parish, I would be deeply grateful. The best way is to 
set up with your bank a Standing Order. Please email Eddie Kelly, our parish 
Treasurer, for further details on treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org 

Mass will continue to be celebrated for 
your dear ones on the anniversary or 
month’s mind of their deaths and their 
names published in the bulletin.  
Please post their names through the  
letterbox of the parish house or send 
them by email or text. Their names will 
be published in the Bidding Prayers. 

The ecumenical prayer initiative continues this Sunday at 7pm. For more information, go to  
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events/news/2020/scottish-churches-call-christians-together-in-
sunday-prayer 

Sincere thanks to our parishioners who have 
kindly agreed to read a chapter of the Gospel of 
John. Over the coming weeks, we will listen to 
the entire Gospel. Each video will be available 
on our website for a couple of days, and all the 
videos will be available on our Facebook page. 

If anyone would appreciate the use of an  
electric mobility scooter, please contact Fr 
Magill. 

SUNDAY TAKEAWAY: The disciple is called to conform himself to Christ’s own life, who 
was persecuted by men, knew rejection, abandonment and death on the cross. Christian mission 
dominated by tranquillity dares to exist. Difficulties and tribulations are part of the work of           
evangelization, and we are called to find in them the occasion to verify the authenticity of our faith 
and of our relationship with Jesus. We must regard these difficulties as the possibility to be even 
more missionaries and to grow in that trust of God, our Father, who does not abandon His children 
in the hour of the storm. In the difficulties of Christian witness in the world, we are never              
forgotten, but always helped by the Father’s loving concern. Therefore, in today’s Gospel, for a 
good three times Jesus reassures the disciples. However, in all of this the Lord continues to say to 
us, as He said to the disciples of His time: “Have no fear!” Let us not forget this word: When we 
have some tribulation, some persecution, something that makes us suffer, we must always listen to 
Jesus’ voice in our heart: “Have no fear! Have no fear; go on! I am with you!”  Have no fear of 
one who derides you and mistreats you; and have no fear of one who ignores or honours you 
“before” others but “behind” you combats the Gospel. There are so many that smile before us but 
behind us they combat the Gospel. We all know them. Jesus does not leave us alone: each one is 
precious for Jesus, and He accompanies us saying: “Have no fear!” Pope Francis 

The latest Newsletter from Streelevel can 
be accessed in the News section of the 
website. 

Congratulations and happy birthday to 
Margaret Haddow who celebrates her 
85th this week.  
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