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Readings 

FIRST READING 
Isaiah 55:10-11 

The rain makes the earth fruitful 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 
 

Thus says the LORD: 

Just as from the heavens 
   the rain and snow come down 
and do not return there 
   till they have watered the earth, 
   making it fertile and fruitful, 
giving seed to him who sows 
   and bread to him who eats, 
so shall my word be 
   that goes forth from my mouth; 
my word shall not return to me void, 
   but shall do my will, 
   achieving the end for which I sent it. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14 

R.  The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 

You have visited the land and watered it; 
   greatly have you enriched it. 
God’s watercourses are filled; 
   you have prepared the grain. 
 
R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield 
a fruitful harvest. 
 
 



Thus have you prepared the land: drenching its furrows, 
   breaking up its clods, 
softening it with showers, 
   blessing its yield. 
 
R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 
 
You have crowned the year with your bounty, 
   and your paths overflow with a rich harvest; 
the untilled meadows overflow with it, 
   and rejoicing clothes the hills. 
 
R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 

The fields are garmented with flocks 
   and the valleys blanketed with grain. 
   They shout for joy and sing. 
 
R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest.  

SECOND READING 
Romans 8:18-23 

Creation awaits the revelation of the children of God. 

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 
 

Brothers and sisters: 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are as nothing 
  compared with the glory to be revealed for us. 
For creation awaits with eager expectation 
   the revelation of the children of God; 
   for creation was made subject to futility, 
   not of its own accord but because of the one who subjected it, 
   in hope that creation itself 
   would be set free from slavery to corruption 
   and share in the glorious freedom of the children of  God. 
We know that all creation is groaning in labour pains even until now; 
   and not only that, but we ourselves, 
   who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 
   we also groan within ourselves 
   as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 



HYMNS FOR MASS: 
Entrance 965; Com-

munion 720 & 629; Ex-

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower. 
All who come to him will have life forever. 
 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL 
Matthew 13:1-9 

A sower went out to sow. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
 
On that day, Jesus went out of the house and sat down by the sea. 
Such large crowds gathered around him 
   that he got into a boat and sat down, 
   and the whole crowd stood along the shore. 
And he spoke to them at length in parables, saying: 
   “A sower went out to sow. 
And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, 
   and birds came and ate it up. 
Some fell on rocky ground, where it had little soil. 
It sprang up at once because the soil was not deep, 
   and when the sun rose it was scorched, 
   and it withered for lack of roots. 
Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it. 
But some seed fell on rich soil, and produced fruit, 
   a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold. 
Whoever has ears ought to hear.  



SOME BACKGROUND TO THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS 

THE FIRST READING 

The Old Testament Prophets were not sent to foretell the future. Rather, they were 
summoned to bring God’s Word to the people. They had a deep instinct for the signs 
of the times, able to read the situation the people found themselves in, and so were 
able to offer a message of warning or hope. Today’s passage is filled with hope. The 
people had returned from the terrible experience of the exile but were still confused 
and filled with fear and apprehension. If they were the Chosen People, why had this 
disaster happened to them? Where was God in that calamity? The Prophet tells them 
that God’s Word is always an effective Word, more powerful than all the ups and 
downs of life. It is a Word which often is contrary to human expectations, but a 
Word which, if responded to, will go beyond all human hope. The Prophet offers a 
Word which is counter to all the words of the world, he paints a picture of the world 
as it ought to be, which seeks to transform the world as it currently is.  

 

THE SECOND READING 

There is a parallel experience going on between creation and humanity. There is the 
ultimate plan of freedom alongside the distressful life experiences. Although we are 
the Lord's, we still are part of a world in the process of becoming. Indeed we are   
intrinsically linked to the whole of creation. As humans and Christians we are caught 
in the frailty of our human bodies but our real potential lies latent in this weakness. 

 

THE GOSPEL 

The parable of the sower comes from chapter 13 of Matthew’s Gospel which              
contains a series of the Lord’s parables. As we know, parables were a favourite way 
the Lord had to get his message across. They are short, vivid stories which               
challenge our presuppositions, our ways of thinking and behaving. They are used by 
the Lord to describe the Kingdom which would be established through his death and 
Resurrection. Often the Lord uses nature for the material of his parable. In doing this 
he is not simply using nature as an example. Rather he is trying to show how the 
ways of God are revealed through the natural world and how we can receive his           
eternal Word by contemplating its beauty and mystery.  In today’s parable, the seed 
sown by the farmer gives us insight into God’s Word. Like the seed, this Word            
contains all the power and energy needed for human thriving, but that power and       
energy will only be effective if it is welcomed. The different outcomes of the seed 
sown reveal how God’s Kingdom will be received: some people will remain             
oblivious to it; others will initially be enthusiastic but soon weary; others still will 
respond but then be distracted by the lure and cares of this world; finally others will 
respond generously and bear much fruit. Like nature itself, this Word is relentless 
and will always prevail despite human indifference or hostility. 



Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during 
this health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook 
page for new materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the  
Sunday Gospel.  Also check out our Links page on the website and you will be  
directed to other useful sites. Remember our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some 
beautiful prayers and reflections can be accessed there. 
 
Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk. 
There is also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative   
Theology. All you have to do is ask to join. 
There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: @LectioMotherwe1, 
@rcmotherwell and @motherwellRE 
Recently a new Facebook page has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult  
Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at deepening our understanding of the 
faith. 
 

JULY: MONTH OF THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF THE LORD 
 
The Catholic Church dedicates the month of July to the Precious Blood of Jesus, 
which was “shed for the many, for the remission of sins” (Matthew 26:28). Like the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, the subject of Catholic devotion in June, the Precious Blood 
has long been venerated for its role in our redemption.   

 Many non-Catholics find Catholic devotion to the “body parts” of Jesus Christ to be 
a little odd. In addition to the Sacred Heart and the Precious Blood, there are  
devotions to the Five Wounds (in Christ’s hands, feet, and side); to the shoulder 
wound, where Christ carried the Cross; and to the wounds caused by the crown of 
thorns, to name just a few.   Faced with Protestant discomfort with these devotions, 
many Catholics have abandoned or downplayed them. But we should not do that. 
These devotions provide a living witness to our belief in the Incarnation of Jesus 
Christ. Our Saviour is not an abstraction; He is God-Made-Man. And as the  
Athanasian Creed tells us, in becoming man, Christ assumed humanity into the God-
head.   It’s an awesome thought: Our physical nature is united to God through the 
Person of Jesus Christ. When we venerate Christ’s Precious Blood or His Sacred 
Heart, we aren’t making an idol out of Creation; we are worshiping the One True 
God Who so loved the world that He gave His Only Begotten Son to save us from 
everlasting death.  

https://catholicsay.com/a-visual-guide-to-the-12-promises-of-the-sacred-heart/


Litany of the Most Precious Blood[ 

LORD, have mercy on us. 
Christ, have mercy on us. 
LORD, have mercy on us. 
Christ, hear us.  
Christ, graciously hear us. 
 
God, the Father of Heaven, have mercy on us. 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy on us. 
God, the Holy Ghost, have mercy on us. 
Holy Trinity, One God, have mercy on us. 
 
Blood of Christ, only-begotten Son of the Eternal Father, save us. 
Blood of Christ, Incarnate Word of God, save us. 
Blood of Christ, of the New and Eternal Testament, save us. 
Blood of Christ, falling upon the earth in the Agony, save us. 
Blood of Christ, shed profusely in the Scourging, save us. 
Blood of Christ, flowing forth in the Crowning with Thorns, save us. 
Blood of Christ, poured out on the Cross, save us. 
Blood of Christ, price of our salvation, save us. 
Blood of Christ, without which there is no forgiveness, save us. 
Blood of Christ, Eucharistic drink and refreshment of souls, save us. 
Blood of Christ, stream of mercy, save us. 
Blood of Christ, victor over demons, save us. 
Blood of Christ, courage of Martyrs, save us. 
Blood of Christ, strength of Confessors, save us. 
Blood of Christ, bringing forth Virgins, save us. 
Blood of Christ, help of those in peril, save us. 
Blood of Christ, relief of the burdened, save us. 
Blood of Christ, solace in sorrow, save us. 
Blood of Christ, hope of the penitent, save us. 
Blood of Christ, consolation of the dying, save us. 
Blood of Christ, peace and tenderness of hearts, save us. 
Blood of Christ, pledge of eternal life, save us. 
Blood of Christ, freeing souls from Purgatory, save us. 
Blood of Christ, most worthy of all glory and honor, save us. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, spare us, O LORD!. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, graciously hear us, O LORD!. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
 
V/ you have redeemed us, O LORD, in your Blood. 
R/ And made us, for our God, a kingdom. 

Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, you appointed your only-begotten Son the Redeemer of the world, 
grant unto us, we beseech you, so to venerate with solemn worship the price of our redemption, and 
by its power be so defended against the evils of this life, that we may enjoy the fruit thereof forever-
more in Heaven. 
Through the same LORD Jesus Christ, you Son, Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost, God, world without end. 
Amen 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incarnation_(Christianity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Logos_(Christianity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agony_in_the_Garden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crowning_with_Thorns
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purgatory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lamb_of_God
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oremus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Ghost
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Ghost
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/In_saecula_saeculorum


Justice and Peace Group 
 
The Diocesan Justice and Peace Group refers you to this internet link 
with interesting talks and workshops including one on Church Investments in Major 
Oil Companies. 
 
https://mailchi.mp/bc49599a6ed9/trinitysunday2020?e=9fd6190559  

 
Link to children’s resources for this Sunday: https://youtu.be/7YY2Yy5qt8Q  
 
Private visits to the church  

 

We are now in the final week during which the church is open for private visits and 
prayer before opening next Saturday for the celebration of Mass. There is a short 
video on our website and Facebook page which gives the directions to be followed 
when you visit St Athanasius’. To enhance safety and health security, only the front 

part of the church, the Gathering Area, is open for visits. Please take a few minutes 
to view the video and also to read the notices when making a visit. Also please 
spread the word that the church will be open from 8am-8pm every day. 
 
So when paying a visit for private prayer: 

 
 Sanitize your hands upon entering 
 Choose any seat whilst maintaining social distancing 
 When you have finished, sanitize your hands 
 Take the large bottle of sanitizer and spray all over the seat you have used. 

There is no need to wipe it. 
 Sanitize your hands again before leaving 
 
Please try your best not to touch any surface other than the chair you are using. Also 
note that the toilet is not available for use. Remember the church is open from 8am-

8pm except the weekend when it will close at 1pm on Friday and remain closed until 
9am on Sunday. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://mailchi.mp/bc49599a6ed9/trinitysunday2020?e=9fd6190559
https://youtu.be/7YY2Yy5qt8Q
https://www.stathanasiuscarluke.org/


RE-OPENING OUR CHURCH FOR MASS 

Our church will reopen for Mass on Saturday 18th July at 6pm. Please keep the              
following in mind: 

1.    The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. If you choose to 
come to Mass, please consider attending Mass during the week, to take pressure off 
the Masses on Saturday evening and Sunday morning. If you feel anxious about  
taking part in Mass with others or feel that you are vulnerable in any way, please do 
not hesitate to stay at home nor feel guilty about it. Mass will continue to be live 
streamed. 

2.  The capacity of the church will be reduced due to social distancing.  

 This means you will need to book your place for the Mass you choose to                
attend. If you do not have a seat booked, you will not be allowed into the 
church. This is to ensure that each person who comes to Mass already has 
a seat allocated.  

 Couples will be able to sit together, as will families from the same household.  

 To book:                                                                                                                        
please contact Fr Magill preferably by email thomas2magill@yahoo.co.uk. If 
this is not possible, telephone/text on 07789708192. Please indicate your name 
and the names of those from your household who will be attending.  

 If you are booking for people outwith your household, please indicate this and also 
their names, addresses and phone numbers. This ensures not only that they are 
guaranteed a seat but also that we have a record of everyone present.  

 Please make your booking as early as possible. Also remember to cancel if for 
whatever reason you cannot take up your booking.  

3.  Apart from children under 5 and people with a diagnosed health issue,                    
 everyone must wear a face-covering before entering the church and during the                   
 celebration of Mass. 

4. Each parishioner will be greeted at the door by ushers. You will be asked to 
stand in front of the camera for your temperature to be taken. If a high tempera-
ture is recorded, you will be tested once again by a hand-held thermometer. If 
your temperature is still too high, you will be asked to return home. Both tests 
are anonymous. Sanitising liquid will be available as you enter and leave and 
must be used. The toilet will not be available for use. 

5.  You will be accompanied by an usher to your designated seat. You are                           
 requested to take the seat indicated by the usher. 

mailto:thomas2magill@yahoo.co.uk


6.  Everyone will remain seated throughout Mass which will last 30-35 minutes. 

7.  Holy Communion will be distributed at the very end of Mass, after the final 
 blessing and dismissal. For the reception of Holy Communion, please follow 
 the directions of the usher who will indicate when to leave your seat. The     
 congregation will present themselves according to where they are seated: first, 
 those seated around the organ, then those seated on Our Lady’s side, then those 
 on the Sacred Heart’s side, finally those seated in the Oratory. Once you have 
 received Holy Communion, please sanitise your hands once more, then leave 
 the church immediately by the side door. Make you way to the front of the 
 church where you can wait for your family and friends.  

8.   Baskets will be available at each door for your weekly contribution.                             
 Please consider donating through a Standing Order.  

9.  The Church will be sanitised after every Mass. 

10.  VOLUNTEERS ARE URGENTLY REQUIRED TO HELP IN USHERING 
 AND SANITISING. You can volunteer if you are over 16. The over 70s can 
 also volunteer as long as they have no underlying health issue. This is a       
 wonderful opportunity for our young people to contribute not only to our parish  
 life but also to be involved in the nation’s struggle against the virus. Please be    
 generous with your time—we will need at least 6 people to act as ushers and 
 sanitisers for each Mass. Please contact Fr Magill as soon as possible,            
 preferably this week, by phone, text or email if you are willing to help. You can 
 also get in touch by using the Contact Page on the Home Page of the parish 
 website. 

I know you will appreciate this code of practice has been drawn up to protect your 
health and the health of others. Your co-operation will be deeply appreciated 
  
The first few weeks after reopening will be challenging. Please be patient and               
supportive. The more parishioners there are who volunteer to help, the easier things 
will be. So please get in touch soon to offer your services. The reopening of the 
church will also be a time of many graces and blessings and a God-given                             
opportunity for us to grow as a community of faith. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



OUR SPIRITUAL HEALTH 

In these challenging, difficult times, we are discovering a wisdom that we needed all 

along, and that wisdom is that we are all connected. We are not separate. We used to 

think that we caught diseases as individuals: "I'm sick; you're not." But now we realize, 

no, we catch diseases as individuals who are part of families, and families who are part of 

cities, and cities that are part of states and nations. We realize now that our whole species 

can become infected, and that our whole globe can be changed because of our intercon-

nectedness. . .  

Maybe this is also an opportunity for us to become enlightened about some other viruses 

that have been spreading and causing even greater damage, without being acknowledged: 

social and spiritual viruses that spread among us from individual to individual, from gen-

eration to generation, and are not named. We don’t organize against them, and so they 

continue to spread and cause all kinds of sickness [and death]. Social and spiritual viruses 

like racism, white supremacy, human supremacy, Christian supremacy, any kind of hos-

tility that is spread, based on prejudice and fear. 

What would happen if we said, as passionate as we are about being tested for coronavirus, 

we all wanted to test ourselves for these social and spiritual viruses that could be lurking 

inside of us? And then, when I come into your presence, I, in some way, inflict this virus 

on you. I make you suffer. What an awesome opportunity for us to say and begin to pray 

that we would be healed and cleansed, not just of a physical virus, but of these other invis-

ible viruses that are such a huge and devastating part of human history. . . . 

In this pandemic, many of us are nostalgic for the old normal. We want to get back to our 

favourite coffee shop, our favourite restaurant, our church service. And of course, there’s 

nothing wrong with so many of those desires for the old normal. But I’d like to make a 

proposal. If we are wise in this time, we will not go back unthinkingly to the old normal. 

There were problems with that old normal many of us weren’t aware of. 

The old normal, when you look at it from today’s perspective, was not so great, not some-

thing to be nostalgic about, without also being deeply critical of it. As we experience dis-

comfort in this time, let’s begin to dream of a new normal, a new normal that addresses 

the weaknesses and problems that were going unaddressed in the old normal. If we’re 

wise, we won’t go back; we’ll go forward.   Brian McLaren                                                                                                                       

 



HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am.  
Monday-Friday: 10am. 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request. 

21 Mount Stewart Street, Carluke, ML8 5EB. Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas F. Magill. Tel: 01555 771250.  
Mobile No: 07789708192; email: thomas2magill@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org 
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook. 
Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly (email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org) 
 
           

stathanasiuscarluke                  @saintaths             bit.ly/youtubestathanasiuscarluke                   

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for July:  Our Families 
We pray that today's families may be accompanied with love, respect and guidance. 

Mass will continue to be celebrated for 
your dear ones on the anniversary or 
month’s mind of their deaths and their 
names published in the bulletin.  
Please post their names through the  
letterbox of the parish house or send 
them by email or text. Their names will 
be published in the Bidding Prayers. 

If anyone would appreciate the use of an  
electric mobility scooter, please contact Fr 
Magill. 

SUNDAY TAKEAWAY: What is the wisdom that matters now? For me, it’s the Paschal  
Mystery [the passion, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus the Christ]. . . . Simply, the one 
who would save his life or her life will lose it and the one who’s willing to lose it, will save it. In 
all great religious traditions, this is the eye of the needle. Everything that’s good, everything that’s 
abiding, everything that’s worthy, everything that’s generative about a human being arises on the 
other side of our fear of death. . . . The whole tradition we’ve had of “dying before you die” 
sounds like martyrdom from the outside, but what you really discover is, it’s the gateway to            
freedom.  
 
Jesus within our own Christian path not only tried to point toward what this new life is, but he also 
took us there and left us with the promise that he carries this, that he takes it on. Any one of us 
who summons the great courage within us to gird up our loins and die before we die are not left 
unaccompanied. It’s on the other edge of that that we’re really set free to courage, to compassion, 
and to generosity—this is where the Paschal Mystery begins to come in.  
 
The values that are called the fruits of the Spirit by St. Paul—gentleness and peace and forbear-
ance, compassion, love, joy—these are alchemical products that grow on the other side of the         
human being not afraid to die. We can find and collectively draw on those wonderful gifts. But it 
requires the personal willingness (as the old monks in the desert said), to “sit in your cell and           
ponder the hour of your death” until you’ve really worked through your system what this promise 
means: “Whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s” [Romans 14:8]. . . . With that, having moved 
from something nice you recite on Sundays to something you know in the marrow of your bones, 
then you walk into the planet as a vessel of love and nothing can touch you. Cynthia Bourgeault 

The latest Newsletter from Streelevel can 
be accessed in the News section of the 
website. 

50/50 Draw winners 
May; 1st No 46 £125 Chic Meehan;  
2nd No 61 £75 Roisin Rea;  
3rd No 36 £50 Ian Flynn 
 
June: 1st No 23 £125 Kevin McGlone; 
2nd No 21 £75 Des Sherry;  
3rd No 69 £50 Betty Johnstone 

Sincere thanks to Rosewood Homes for donating the infra-red camera for  
temperature taking. This will be a powerful tool to help ensure that our church is 
a safe place for everyone who comes for Mass. We appreciate deeply this generous 
gift. 
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