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Readings 

FIRST READING 
Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 

You give repentance for sins. 

A reading from the Book of Wisdom 
 

There is no god besides you who have the care of all, 

   that you need show you have not unjustly condemned. 
For your might is the source of justice; 
   your mastery over all things makes you lenient to all. 
For you show your might when the perfection of your power is disbelieved; 
   and in those who know you, you rebuke temerity. 
But though you are master of might, you judge with clemency, 
   and with much lenience you govern us; 
   for power, whenever you will, attends you. 
And you taught your people, by these deeds, 
   that those who are just must be kind; 
and you gave your children good ground for hope 
   that you would permit repentance for their sins. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16 

R.  Lord, you are good and forgiving. 

You, O LORD, are good and forgiving, 
   abounding in kindness to all who call upon you. 
Hearken, O LORD, to my prayer 
   and attend to the sound of my pleading. 
 
R. Lord, you are good and forgiving. 



All the nations you have made shall come 
   and worship you, O LORD, 
   and glorify your name. 
For you are great, and you do wondrous deeds; 
   you alone are God. 
 
R. Lord, you are good and forgiving. 
 
You, O LORD, are a God merciful and gracious, 
   slow to anger, abounding in kindness and fidelity. 
Turn toward me, and have pity on me; 
   give your strength to your servant. 
 
R. Lord, you are good and forgiving. 

 

SECOND READING 
Romans 8:26-27 

The Spirit intercedes with inexpressible groanings. 

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 
 

Brothers and sisters: 

The Spirit comes to the aid of our weakness; 
   for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
   but the Spirit himself intercedes with inexpressible groanings. 
And the one who searches hearts 
   knows what is the intention of the Spirit, 
   because he intercedes for the holy ones 
   according to God’s will. 



HYMNS FOR MASS: 
Entrance 965; Com-

munion 720 & 629; Ex-

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
cf. Mt 11:25 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; 
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom. 
 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL 
Matthew 13:24-43 or 13:24-30 

Let them grow together until harvest. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
 
Jesus proposed another parable to the crowds, saying: 
“The kingdom of heaven may be likened 
   to a man who sowed good seed in his field. 
While everyone was asleep his enemy came 
   and sowed weeds all through the wheat, and then went off. 
When the crop grew and bore fruit, the weeds appeared as well. 
The slaves of the householder came to him and said, 
   ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? 
Where have the weeds come from?’ 
He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ 
His slaves said to him, 
   ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 
He replied, ‘No, if you pull up the weeds 
   you might uproot the wheat along with them. 
Let them grow together until harvest; 
   then at harvest time I will say to the harvesters, 
   “First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles for burning; 

   but gather the wheat into my barn.”’”  



SOME BACKGROUND TO THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS 

THE FIRST READING 

The Book of Wisdom, or  the Wisdom of Solomon, is a Jewish work written in 
Greek and most likely composed in Alexandria, Egypt. Generally dated to the mid 
first century BC, the central theme of the work is "Wisdom" itself, appearing under 
two principal aspects. In its relation to man, Wisdom is the perfection of knowledge 
of the righteous as a gift from God showing itself in action. In direct relation to God, 
Wisdom is with God from all eternity. It is one of the seven Sapiential or wisdom 
books comprising the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures), 
the others being Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes (Qoheleth), Song of Songs, Job and 
Sirach (Ecclesiasticus). 

Today’s passages sets God’s mastery and might alongside his leniency and kindness. 
This master of might acts with clemency; his power is evident in his care for all. In 
this way he teaches us that to be just we must bring his kindness to all. 

THE SECOND READING 

Romans 8 rightly occupies a beloved place in the affections of many weary             
Christians.  It contains some of the most profound meditations on God’s redemptive 
work in Christ on behalf of sinners in the entire New Testament, as well as the 
sweetest promises that could ever be imagined.  In a world of evil and death, all 
things nonetheless are working for our good.  Though formerly slaves to sin,             
Christians have been freed from their captivity (Romans 6).  However, they have not 
yet reached the promised land (Romans 8:18ff).  Instead, they find themselves 
“groaning” just as  Israel once did, longing for the full liberation that God has       
promised (Exodus 2:23-24, Romans 8:22-23).  So we too find ourselves in the 
“wilderness”, being tempted to turn back to the slavery we have been rescued from 
(8:15), all the while being   exhorted to look ahead to the “inheritance” to come 
(8:17).  And just as God once led His people through the wilderness, when they           
often found themselves not knowing where they were going, through the pillar of 
cloud and fire, so today the Spirit leads God’s children (8:14).  

THE GOSPEL 

The Lord invites us again to contemplate nature to gain insight to his kingdom, to 
discover how our common humanity is reflected in God’s good creation The parable 
anticipates something we hear quite often—one person’s weeds are another person’s 
flowers. He also anticipates the temptation that has faced the Christian community 
in every age; to weed out those who don’t quite belong or who are judged not as          
holy or perfect as others. The same temptation leads to deciding who is “in” and 
who is “out.” In fact, it was the outsiders, the sinners, whom the Lord called and 
who responded, not the insiders. The parable echoes his teaching elsewhere, “I did 
not come to call the just but sinners,” (Matthew 9.13)  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sapiential_Books
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Septuagint


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

15th July 2020 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
I join with your Parish Priests in welcoming you back to the public celebration of Holy 
Mass this weekend. While offering warm greetings to those present at Mass, I extend my 
prayers and good wishes to those not able to come, particularly those still shielding and 
those anxious about sharing enclosed spaces with others. Our prayers at Mass today are 
for all members of our parish communities, especially the most vulnerable. Our dear ones 
and fellow parishioners who have passed away over the last four months are very much 
in our prayers also, and we ask the Lord’s consolation for all who grieve their loss. Many 
people therefore to hold in our prayer and commend to God’s mercy and protection. 
 
Although many of you have followed the live-streamed Masses and have greatly appreci-
ated being able to do so, there has been a growing desire  to get back to Mass, to be phys-
ically present with others in the Body of Christ, and to receive again the Body of Christ 
in the Holy Eucharist. Four months without receiving Holy Communion must have been 
a very long fast for many of you, so I hope that in receiving the Lord sacramentally today 
you will feel richly blessed by his consoling and loving presence and renewed in your de-
sire to serve him faithfully in his Body, the Church. The Eucharistic fast endured through 
these months makes us more aware of the hardships and trials of our fellow Catholics for 
whom long periods without Mass and reception of Holy Communion are the norm – 
those living under persecution, those without priests, those working in places with no ac-
cess to Mass. We thank God in the Mass for his goodness and salvation and pray that we 
may be preserved from harm, particularly from any further outbreaks of the virus which 
has brought such disruption to our world. 
 
Our politicians have often thanked us for the sacrifices made in order to control the 
spread of the virus and to keep us all safe. In the Mass we participate in the Sacrifice of 
Christ on Calvary, and celebrate the Mystery of his Death and Resurrection, through 
which we are saved. In returning to the public celebration of Holy Mass, more strongly 
aware of the sacrifices we have made personally and as families, I ask that we seek a re-
newed appreciation of the Mass and our union with Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
in his self-offering to the Father. Through this deep spiritual participation in the Mass we 
feel the strength and blessing of the Lord’s abiding presence with us, especially in all that 
we are called upon to do and accept in our daily lives. We are asked at present to keep the 
celebration of Mass simple and brief but that does not mean any lessening of the essential 
mystery we celebrate in the Liturgy of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, and our grateful 
thanks for such a wonderful gift. 
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I am assured that all our churches have been able to reopen in recent weeks and people 
have come to pray in them as we awaited the decision to allow public worship. I thank 
those who have continued their weekly contributions to their parishes through the lock-
down, but am aware that a strong effort will be necessary now on the part of all parishion-
ers to help in the recovery from the inevitable financial losses incurred while the churches 
have been closed. Great sacrifices were made in building our churches across the Diocese 
and successive generations of parishioners have looked after them well and contributed 
generously to support their parishes, the Diocese and wider Church. Your continued gener-
ous support for the Church will be greatly appreciated at this time of recovery. The general 
economic climate has greatly deteriorated, so it seems inevitable that this will affect the 
Church also, but as Scottish Catholics have been resilient before, particularly in the Lan-
arkshire towns and villages, hopefully that spirit and goodwill towards the Church will 
sustain us into the future. 
 
Thinking about the future I would encourage parents to bring their children back to church. 
It will be good for the younger generations to see that the churches are open again, before 
the schools even, and they are very welcome at Mass. The shorter Masses, without singing, 
may have some appeal for teenagers! We have missed most of the sacramental celebrations 
due to the lockdown so we will need to address this when possible. The present limit on 
numbers attending does make planning difficult, but hopefully further repression of the vi-
rus and a successful return to school will allow First Communions and Confirmations to be 
arranged later this year. Here again though, the sacrifices of recent months and the struggle 
to get through difficult times does allow for a change of mood and perspective and a 
stronger awareness of the beautiful spiritual gifts our children, and indeed all of us, receive 
in the sacraments. 
 
On behalf of you all, I would like to express a word of appreciation to the priests and dea-
cons across the Diocese for their faithful ministry through these months, and to those who 
assisted them. Thanks to those who took on new initiatives, especially in assisting the 
needy and isolated in our communities. I thank all who have responded to the call for vol-
unteers in recent weeks and for your willingness to continue this service as public worship 
returns. On behalf of the Church, I thank all who work in the Health and Care Services and 
all essential workers, whose contribution to our health and so many other needs through 
these difficult times has been so outstanding. May the Lord’s blessing be with you all. 
 
With my prayers and best wishes, 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
+ Joseph Toal 



Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during 
this health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook 
page for new materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the  
Sunday Gospel.  Also check out our Links page on the website and you will be  
directed to other useful sites. Remember our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some 
beautiful prayers and reflections can be accessed there. 
 
Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk. 
There is also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative   
Theology. All you have to do is ask to join. 
There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: @LectioMotherwe1, 
@rcmotherwell and @motherwellRE 
Recently a new Facebook page has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult  
Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at deepening our understanding of the 
faith. 
 

JULY: MONTH OF THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF THE LORD 
 
The Catholic Church dedicates the month of July to the Precious Blood of Jesus, 
which was “shed for the many, for the remission of sins” (Matthew 26:28). Like the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, the subject of Catholic devotion in June, the Precious Blood 
has long been venerated for its role in our redemption.   

 Many non-Catholics find Catholic devotion to the “body parts” of Jesus Christ to be 
a little odd. In addition to the Sacred Heart and the Precious Blood, there are  
devotions to the Five Wounds (in Christ’s hands, feet, and side); to the shoulder 
wound, where Christ carried the Cross; and to the wounds caused by the crown of 
thorns, to name just a few.   Faced with Protestant discomfort with these devotions, 
many Catholics have abandoned or downplayed them. But we should not do that. 
These devotions provide a living witness to our belief in the Incarnation of Jesus 
Christ. Our Saviour is not an abstraction; He is God-Made-Man. And as the  
Athanasian Creed tells us, in becoming man, Christ assumed humanity into the God-
head.   It’s an awesome thought: Our physical nature is united to God through the 
Person of Jesus Christ. When we venerate Christ’s Precious Blood or His Sacred 
Heart, we aren’t making an idol out of Creation; we are worshiping the One True 
God Who so loved the world that He gave His Only Begotten Son to save us from 
everlasting death.  

https://catholicsay.com/a-visual-guide-to-the-12-promises-of-the-sacred-heart/


Litany of the Most Precious Blood[ 

LORD, have mercy on us. 
Christ, have mercy on us. 
LORD, have mercy on us. 
Christ, hear us.  
Christ, graciously hear us. 
 
God, the Father of Heaven, have mercy on us. 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy on us. 
God, the Holy Ghost, have mercy on us. 
Holy Trinity, One God, have mercy on us. 
 
Blood of Christ, only-begotten Son of the Eternal Father, save us. 
Blood of Christ, Incarnate Word of God, save us. 
Blood of Christ, of the New and Eternal Testament, save us. 
Blood of Christ, falling upon the earth in the Agony, save us. 
Blood of Christ, shed profusely in the Scourging, save us. 
Blood of Christ, flowing forth in the Crowning with Thorns, save us. 
Blood of Christ, poured out on the Cross, save us. 
Blood of Christ, price of our salvation, save us. 
Blood of Christ, without which there is no forgiveness, save us. 
Blood of Christ, Eucharistic drink and refreshment of souls, save us. 
Blood of Christ, stream of mercy, save us. 
Blood of Christ, victor over demons, save us. 
Blood of Christ, courage of Martyrs, save us. 
Blood of Christ, strength of Confessors, save us. 
Blood of Christ, bringing forth Virgins, save us. 
Blood of Christ, help of those in peril, save us. 
Blood of Christ, relief of the burdened, save us. 
Blood of Christ, solace in sorrow, save us. 
Blood of Christ, hope of the penitent, save us. 
Blood of Christ, consolation of the dying, save us. 
Blood of Christ, peace and tenderness of hearts, save us. 
Blood of Christ, pledge of eternal life, save us. 
Blood of Christ, freeing souls from Purgatory, save us. 
Blood of Christ, most worthy of all glory and honor, save us. 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, spare us, O LORD!. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, graciously hear us, O LORD!. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 
 
V/ you have redeemed us, O LORD, in your Blood. 
R/ And made us, for our God, a kingdom. 

Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, you appointed your only-begotten Son the Redeemer of the world, 
grant unto us, we beseech you, so to venerate with solemn worship the price of our redemption, and 
by its power be so defended against the evils of this life, that we may enjoy the fruit thereof forever-
more in Heaven. 
Through the same LORD Jesus Christ, you Son, Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost, God, world without end. 
Amen 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Incarnation_(Christianity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Logos_(Christianity)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agony_in_the_Garden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crowning_with_Thorns
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purgatory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lamb_of_God
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oremus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Ghost
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Ghost
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/In_saecula_saeculorum


WHY GO TO MASS?   CHRIST’S TEACHING ON LOVE AND CARE FOR 
ALL, ESPECIALLY THE POOR.   

 
Some months ago, I met a man who told me he had given up the faith. He in fact had 
stopped attending Sunday mass. And what is more, he does not feel he is missing an-
ything. On further enquiry it became clear that he had little or no personal relation-
ship with Jesus or understanding of what the celebration of Eucharist meant and how 
such a sacrifice offered by Christ on Calvary and at the Last Supper effects what we 
mean by being church, the People of God in action. 
 
The notion that God the Father requires a bloody sacrifice of His Son Jesus on Cal-
vary to redeem us or “buy back” heaven and forgiveness for people’s sins, diminish-
es the concept of the sacrifice of Christ on our behalf. The truth is that Jesus by his 
increase in wisdom, age and prayer became more and more conscious of two things- 
one was His own identity as the Messiah, the Son of God. The other was of his Fa-
ther’s love and therefore his own love of people and his compassion and care for 
sinners, especially the poor and marginalized. He was and is the Life Giver, the Ex-
iled Ender, and the true Freedom Giver. He came indeed to “set the captive free”, the 
title of my first little book on the prison experience during the Troubles.    
                               
The Real Reason Jesus Died                                                                                                                                       
In his God like sensitivity to the plight of oppressed people who “are like sheep 
without a shepherd,” Jesus simply could not help but come into conflict with the op-
pressors. By his very prophetic calling and beautiful teaching and care for the sick, 
Jesus challenged those who promoted systems of domination and exploitation, be 
these religious, social, or political organizations.  
 
The more powerful and promising of real freedom preached, the more fear, hate and 
anger was the reaction. Those who wield unjust control will tend to react violently. 
So it was that the church of the day, the Pharisees, and the High Priest, united with 
the secular powers Herod and Pilate, to have Jesus put to death to permanently si-
lence His message.  
 
He was willing to die for His love for the Father and the people. He was ready to 
sacrifice all, if necessary, for what He truly believed in, building the Kingdom of 
God on earth. His faith in the fullness of the resurrection and the life of his Holy 

Spirit, living forever in his followers, made it all worthwhile. This faith has inspired 
men and women over the ages to sacrifice, give up their lives to usher in the King-
dom of God on earth and to promote the value system and good news of the gospel. 
It is this human sacrifice by people of their lives, their talents, their finance, and all 
that they are that gives fuller meaning to the Mass, the offering of Jesus where we 

are so privileged to participate. To do this in memory surely means that we are ready 
to imitate and give our all, like Him.  Our sacrifice for justice and Christ’s message 
and His sacrifice, is the Mass offered with fuller meaning. Here the head and the 
members of the body of Christ are offered as one.                                                                            



If people, especially young people, do not have this understanding, is it any wonder 
they find the Mass meaningless and even a bore. They need fired with the social 
gospel of justice if the Mass is to excite and animate them. Justice and equality 
are rightly a popular theme today. Unless this central prayer of the church really is 
felt in our hearts to echo forth the totality of why Christ died and also resonates in 
the spirit of true Christian believers who willingly give their lives for others, the 
poor and needy, then this is not done in memory of the true Christ who said “do this 
in memory of me”   
                                                                                                                                    
The Mass in that sense begins long before we go to church. It begins with an  
alternative lifestyle of love and care for others. It essentially is lived out daily as we 
offer our lives in sacrifice for the sinner, the poor, the sick, the unjustly treated. Do 
all of this “in memory of me” means more than breaking and sharing the bread of 
eucharist for a while each Sunday morning. It certainly includes this shared life but 
for a purpose. The full gospel surely will be believed in when we followers have 
light and fire for true justice in our bellies. The youth today are looking for that in 
Christian leaders.     
          
 Neal Carlin 9th June 2020 

 



Justice and Peace Group 
 
The Diocesan Justice and Peace Group refers you to this internet link 
with interesting talks and workshops including one on Church Investments in Major 
Oil Companies. 
 
https://mailchi.mp/bc49599a6ed9/trinitysunday2020?e=9fd6190559  

 
Link to children’s resources for this Sunday: https://youtu.be/-VG8HFXCtgY  
 
Private visits to the church  

 

The church is now open for the public celebration of Mass. It will remain open  
Sunday to Thursday 8am-8pm, Friday 8am-1pm, Saturday 3pm-8pm for private 
prayer. To ensure the safety of all who visit, only the Gathering Area will be  
accessible. 

 
When paying a visit for private prayer: 
 
 Sanitize your hands upon entering 
 Choose any seat whilst maintaining social distancing 

 When you have finished, sanitize your hands 
 Take the large bottle of sanitizer and spray all over the seat you have used. 

There is no need to wipe it. 
 Sanitize your hands again before leaving 
 

Please try your best not to touch any surface other than the chair you are using. Also 
note that the toilet is not available for use.  
 
 
 
 

https://mailchi.mp/bc49599a6ed9/trinitysunday2020?e=9fd6190559
https://youtu.be/-VG8HFXCtgY
https://www.stathanasiuscarluke.org/


RE-OPENING OUR CHURCH FOR MASS 

Our church will reopen for Mass on Saturday 18th July at 6pm. Please keep the              
following in mind: 

1.    The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. If you choose to 
come to Mass, please consider attending Mass during the week, to take pressure off 
the Masses on Saturday evening and Sunday morning. If you feel anxious about  
taking part in Mass with others or feel that you are vulnerable in any way, please do 
not hesitate to stay at home nor feel guilty about it. Mass will continue to be live 
streamed. 

2.  The capacity of the church will be reduced due to social distancing.  

 This means you will need to book your place for the Mass you choose to                
attend. If you do not have a seat booked, you will not be allowed into the 
church. This is to ensure that each person who comes to Mass already has 
a seat allocated.  

 Couples will be able to sit together, as will families from the same household.  

 To book:                                                                                                                        
please contact Fr Magill preferably by email thomas2magill@yahoo.co.uk. If 
this is not possible, telephone/text on 07789708192. Please indicate your name 
and the names of those from your household who will be attending.  

 If you are booking for people outwith your household, please indicate this and also 
their names, addresses and phone numbers. This ensures not only that they are 
guaranteed a seat but also that we have a record of everyone present.  

 Please make your booking as early as possible. Also remember to cancel if for 
whatever reason you cannot take up your booking.  

3.  Apart from children under 5 and people with a diagnosed health issue,                    
 everyone must wear a face-covering before entering the church and during the                   
 celebration of Mass. 

4. Each parishioner will be greeted at the door by ushers. You will be asked to 
stand in front of the camera for your temperature to be taken. If a high tempera-
ture is recorded, you will be tested once again by a hand-held thermometer. If 
your temperature is still too high, you will be asked to return home. Both tests 
are anonymous. Sanitising liquid will be available as you enter and leave and 
must be used. The toilet will not be available for use. 

5.  You will be accompanied by an usher to your designated seat. You are                           
 requested to take the seat indicated by the usher. 

mailto:thomas2magill@yahoo.co.uk


6.  Everyone will remain seated throughout Mass which will last 30-35 minutes. 

7.  Holy Communion will be distributed at the very end of Mass, after the final 
 blessing and dismissal. For the reception of Holy Communion, please follow 
 the directions of the usher who will indicate when to leave your seat. The     
 congregation will present themselves according to where they are seated: first, 
 those seated around the organ, then those seated on Our Lady’s side, then those 
 on the Sacred Heart’s side, finally those seated in the Oratory. Once you have 
 received Holy Communion, please sanitise your hands once more, then leave 
 the church immediately by the side door. Make you way to the front of the 
 church where you can wait for your family and friends.  

8.   Baskets will be available at each door for your weekly contribution.                             
 Please consider donating through a Standing Order.  

9.  The Church will be sanitised after every Mass. 

10.  VOLUNTEERS ARE URGENTLY REQUIRED TO HELP IN USHERING 
 AND SANITISING. You can volunteer if you are over 16. The over 70s can 
 also volunteer as long as they have no underlying health issue. This is a       
 wonderful opportunity for our young people to contribute not only to our parish  
 life but also to be involved in the nation’s struggle against the virus. Please be    
 generous with your time—we will need at least 6 people to act as ushers and 
 sanitisers for each Mass. Please contact Fr Magill as soon as possible,            
 preferably this week, by phone, text or email if you are willing to help. You can 
 also get in touch by using the Contact Page on the Home Page of the parish 
 website. 

I know you will appreciate this code of practice has been drawn up to protect your 
health and the health of others. Your co-operation will be deeply appreciated 
  
The first few weeks after reopening will be challenging. Please be patient and               
supportive. The more parishioners there are who volunteer to help, the easier things 
will be. So please get in touch soon to offer your services. The reopening of the 
church will also be a time of many graces and blessings and a God-given                             
opportunity for us to grow as a community of faith. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



OUR SPIRITUAL HEALTH 

In these challenging, difficult times, we are discovering a wisdom that we needed all 

along, and that wisdom is that we are all connected. We are not separate. We used to 

think that we caught diseases as individuals: "I'm sick; you're not." But now we realize, 

no, we catch diseases as individuals who are part of families, and families who are part of 

cities, and cities that are part of states and nations. We realize now that our whole species 

can become infected, and that our whole globe can be changed because of our intercon-

nectedness. . .  

Maybe this is also an opportunity for us to become enlightened about some other viruses 

that have been spreading and causing even greater damage, without being acknowledged: 

social and spiritual viruses that spread among us from individual to individual, from gen-

eration to generation, and are not named. We don’t organize against them, and so they 

continue to spread and cause all kinds of sickness [and death]. Social and spiritual viruses 

like racism, white supremacy, human supremacy, Christian supremacy, any kind of hos-

tility that is spread, based on prejudice and fear. 

What would happen if we said, as passionate as we are about being tested for coronavirus, 

we all wanted to test ourselves for these social and spiritual viruses that could be lurking 

inside of us? And then, when I come into your presence, I, in some way, inflict this virus 

on you. I make you suffer. What an awesome opportunity for us to say and begin to pray 

that we would be healed and cleansed, not just of a physical virus, but of these other invis-

ible viruses that are such a huge and devastating part of human history. . . . 

In this pandemic, many of us are nostalgic for the old normal. We want to get back to our 

favourite coffee shop, our favourite restaurant, our church service. And of course, there’s 

nothing wrong with so many of those desires for the old normal. But I’d like to make a 

proposal. If we are wise in this time, we will not go back unthinkingly to the old normal. 

There were problems with that old normal many of us weren’t aware of. 

The old normal, when you look at it from today’s perspective, was not so great, not some-

thing to be nostalgic about, without also being deeply critical of it. As we experience dis-

comfort in this time, let’s begin to dream of a new normal, a new normal that addresses 

the weaknesses and problems that were going unaddressed in the old normal. If we’re 

wise, we won’t go back; we’ll go forward.   Brian McLaren                                                                                                                       

 



HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am.  
Monday-Friday: 10am. 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request. 

21 Mount Stewart Street, Carluke, ML8 5EB. Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas F. Magill. Tel: 01555 771250.  
Mobile No: 07789708192; email: thomas2magill@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org 
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook. 
Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly (email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org) 
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Pope Francis’ prayer intention for July:  Our Families 
We pray that today's families may be accompanied with love, respect and guidance. 

SUNDAY TAKEAWAY: Perhaps there were some overzealous " weeders"  in 
Matthew's congregation who wanted to purify the community by rooting out the bad 
seed. This seems to be a temptation for followers of Jesus in every age. We whip 
ourselves into a weeding frenzy, certain that we know the difference between weeds 
and wheat, and that we know how to deal with the weeds! Jesus' parable makes clear 
that any attempt to root out the weeds will only do more damage to the crop. This 
has played out far too many times in congregations and denominations, with some 
determined to root out anyone who does not agree with the "right" interpretation of 
Scripture, liturgical practice, or stand on a particular issue. There are also those who 
pronounce judgment on people outside the church -- on people of other faiths, for 
instance -- declaring them to be destined for eternal damnation. Whether judgment is 
focused within the church or without, it does serious damage to the church and its 
mission. 

Jesus makes clear that we simply cannot be certain who is "in" or who is "out." In 
fact, God's judgment about these matters will take many by surprise (7:21-23; 8:11-
12; 21:31-32; 25:31-46). Thank God it is not up to us! We can leave the weeding to 
the angels, and get on with the mission Jesus has given us -- proclaiming 
the good news of the kingdom of God drawing near. Elizabeth Johnson 

Sincere thanks to Rosewood Homes for donating the infra-red camera for  
temperature taking. This will be a powerful tool to help ensure that our church is 
a safe place for everyone who comes for Mass. We appreciate deeply this generous 
gift. 

Sincere thanks to all of you for your  
co-operation as we re-open our church for 
the public celebration of Mass. In particu-
lar, I am grateful to all of you who have 
volunteered to help out in the welcoming 
and seating of the people and in the sani-
tizing of the church after each Mass. 
Please bear with us as we get accustomed 
to this new way of coming together. From 
this week, you will be able to book online 
your place at the Mass you wish to attend.  It’s a very easy and straightforward sys-
tem. Just go to the parish website and follow the instructions. If you cannot book 
online, you can still make a telephone booking. 

https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KLj9M2aBdWJVQAbG9NBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTI0Z21oaTE1BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANhNDQ1YmE2NDU3M2Q1NmQ0MWY0NDRiOWE5MWU3NDY1OARncG9zAzE0NQRpdANiaW5n?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch
https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KLj9H22zFWq3gAA2xNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTIyMWYzMmxnBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANiMGVmMzM1MjhjNWJiZmU2YmVjYmY2ZjM2ODgxM2EzMQRncG9zAzMEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch
https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KLj9Lm3DFWFksAfkhNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTIydGNocWM0BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM5ZDU2YTUyMzRjMDk4OTBkMjJhYTk3NjgxYTU5YmI1MQRncG9zAzUEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch
https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KLj.qY3jFWzkoArg5NBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTIzMXBkcmM0BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMyNWI5NGUxMTEyMjYyMTJlMjJkYzNlYjNjZjRkZGY3NQRncG9zAzEwBGl0A2Jpbmc-?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch

