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Readings 

FIRST READING 
Isaiah 55:1-3 

Hasten and eat. 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 
 

Thus says the LORD: 

All you who are thirsty, 
   come to the water! 
You who have no money, 
   come, receive grain and eat; 
Come, without paying and without cost, 
   drink wine and milk! 
Why spend your money for what is not bread; 
   your wages for what fails to satisfy? 
Heed me, and you shall eat well, 
   you shall delight in rich fare. 
Come to me heedfully, 
   listen, that you may have life. 
I will renew with you the everlasting covenant, 
   the benefits assured to David. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18 

The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs. 

The LORD is gracious and merciful, 
   slow to anger and of great kindness. 
The LORD is good to all 
   and compassionate toward all his works. 
 
R. The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs. 



The eyes of all look hopefully to you, 
   and you give them their food in due season; 
you open your hand 
   and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
 
R. The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs. 
 
The LORD is just in all his ways 
   and holy in all his works. 
The LORD is near to all who call upon him, 
   to all who call upon him in truth. 
 
R. The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs. 

 

SECOND READING 
Romans 8:35, 37-39 

Nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 
 

Brothers and sisters: 

What will separate us from the love of Christ? 
Will anguish, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 
   or nakedness, or peril, or the sword? 
No, in all these things we conquer overwhelmingly 
   through him who loved us. 
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, 
   nor angels, nor principalities, 
   nor present things, nor future things, 
   nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
   nor any other creature will be able to separate us 
   from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
    
    



HYMNS FOR MASS: 
Entrance 965; Com-

munion 720 & 629; Ex-

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Mt 4:4b 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
One does not live on bread alone, 
but on every word that comes forth from the mouth of God. 
 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL 
Matthew 14:13-21 

They all ate and were satisfied. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

When Jesus heard of the death of John the Baptist, 

   he withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself. 
The crowds heard of this and followed him on foot from their towns. 
When he disembarked and saw the vast crowd, 
   his heart was moved with pity for them, and he cured their sick. 
When it was evening, the disciples approached him and said, 
   “This is a deserted place and it is already late; 
   dismiss the crowds so that they can go to the villages 
   and buy food for themselves.” 
Jesus said to them, “There is no need for them to go away; 
   give them some food yourselves.” 
But they said to him, 
   “Five loaves and two fish are all we have here.” 
Then he said, “Bring them here to me, ” 
   and he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. 
Taking the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, 
   he said the blessing, broke the loaves, 
   and gave them to the disciples, 
   who in turn gave them to the crowds. 
They all ate and were satisfied, 
   and they picked up the fragments left over— 
   twelve wicker baskets full. 
Those who ate were about five thousand men, 
   not counting women and children. 



SOME BACKGROUND TO THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS 

THE FIRST READING 

In Isa 55:1-s, the speaker urgently invites the exilic community burdened by imperial 
policies in a three-fold repetition of the imperative "to come." They are invited to 
"come," "buy," and "eat" from the rich gifts of food the prophet is offering: the wine 
and the nourishing milk well-suited for a festival. The audience is called to take part 
in the feast, to eat what is good, and to delight themselves in rich food (v. 2).                
Making a connection between food and the word (or wisdom as in Woman Wisdom's 
invitation in Prov 9:1-5), this text offers evidence that food increasingly is understood 
on a spiritual level, intended to still Israel's spiritual hunger and thirst. 

The recipients of the prophetic word in Isaiah 55 are described as being needy. To be 
thirsty and to have no money (v. 1) indeed are fitting metaphors that describe well the 
situation of the exilic community. The traumatic experience of the exile and its after-
math had unquestionably depleted not only the physical but also the emotional and 
spiritual resources of these weary survivors. 

THE SECOND READING 

To be more than conquerors means we face the trials of life with the certainty that we 
are not alone. We have a mighty Father who fights for us. We approach the             
darkest valleys with confidence, knowing that nothing can happen to us that is not 
permitted by our loving Father for our good. We have His promise of eternal life and 
the presence of Almighty God every moment of every day until we see Him face to 
face. No sin of ours and no attempt of the enemy can steal the loving care of God 
from our lives, and that makes us more than conquerors through Christ who loves us.  

THE GOSPEL 

Chapter 13 ended with the rejection of Jesus at Nazareth, where he was unable to “do 
many mighty works because of their unbelief” (13:54-48). That unpleasantness was 
followed by the story of the beheading of Jesus’ kinsman and dear friend, John the 
Baptist (14:1-12). In 14:1-2, Herod heard reports of Jesus and concluded that he was 
John the Baptist raised from the dead. While Herod didn’t threaten to kill Jesus too, 
that possibility looms over these verses. 14:3-12 is a flashback, telling the story of 
Herod’s birthday party—and Herodias’ scheming—and the daughter’s dance—and 
Herod’s promise—and John’s head on a platter. That is followed by our text, the story 
of the feeding of the five thousand (14:13-21). 

What a contrast between Herod’s gruesome dinner party and the meal that Jesus pro-
vides for the five thousand! Herod’s party is characterized by opulence—Jesus’ meal 
by bread, the most basic of foods. Herod’s party is characterized by hatred—Jesus’ 
meal by compassion. The host at Herod’s party is a petty tyrant whose concern is his 
own power and well-being. The host at Jesus’ meal is a compassionate savior whose 
concern is the well-being of those who have come to see him. Herod’s party ends in 
death—Jesus’ meal sustains life. The contrast could not be more deliberate or                   
complete. 



Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during 
this health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook 
page for new materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the  
Sunday Gospel.  Also check out our Links page on the website and you will be  
directed to other useful sites. Remember our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some 
beautiful prayers and reflections can be accessed there. 
 
Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk. 
There is also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative   
Theology. All you have to do is ask to join. 
There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: @LectioMotherwe1, 
@rcmotherwell and @motherwellRE 
Recently a new Facebook page has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult  
Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at deepening our understanding of the 
faith. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessed are the peacemakers: they shall be recognized as children of God. —Matthew 5:9 

Today many think we can achieve peace through violence. The myth that violence solves 

problems is part of the way we think and is in direct opposition to all great religious 

teachings. Our need for immediate control leads us to disconnect the consistency, con-

nection, and unity between means and ends. We even named a missile created for the 

destruction of humanity a “peacekeeper.” But such peace is a false peace, the Pax Roma-

na of mutually assured destruction (MAD). We must wait and work for the Pax Christi 

of mutually assured forgiveness. 

The above verse from Matthew is the only time the word “peacemakers” is used in the 

whole Bible. A peacemaker literally is the “one who reconciles quarrels.” Jesus is clearly 

not on the side of the violent but on the side of the nonviolent. Jesus is saying there is no 

way to peace other than peacemaking itself. 



Coretta Scott King reflects on her husband Martin Luther King, Jr.’s commitment 

to nonviolence with love at its centre: 

Noncooperation and nonviolent resistance were means of stirring and awakening 

moral truths in one’s opponents, of evoking the humanity which, Martin believed, 

existed in each of us. The means, therefore, had to be consistent with the ends. 

And the end, as Martin conceived it, was greater than any of its parts, greater than 

any single issue. “The end is redemption and reconciliation,” he believed. . . . 

Even the most intractable evils of our world—the triple evils of poverty, racism, 

and war which Martin so eloquently challenged in his Nobel lecture—can only be 

eliminated by nonviolent means. And the wellspring for the eradication of even 

these most economically, politically, and socially entrenched evils is the moral im-

perative of love. In his 1967 address to the anti-war group Clergy and Laity Con-

cerned, he said: 

When I speak of love I am not speaking of some sentimental and weak 

response. I am speaking of that force which all of the great religions 

have seen as the supreme unifying principle of life. Love is somehow 

the key that unlocks the door which leads to ultimate reality. This Hin-

du-Moslem-Christian-Jewish-Buddhist belief about ultimate reality is 

beautifully summed up in the first epistle of Saint John: “Let us love 

one another; for love is God and everyone that loveth is born of God 

and knoweth God” [1 John 4:7]. 

If love is the eternal religious principle, Martin Luther King, Jr. be-

lieved, then nonviolence is its external worldly counterpart. He wrote: 

At the center of nonviolence stands the principle of love. The nonvio-

lent resister would contend that in the struggle for human dignity, the 

oppressed people of the world must not succumb to the temptation of 

becoming bitter or indulging in hate campaigns. To retaliate in kind 

would do nothing but intensify the existence of hate in the universe. 

Along the way of life, someone must have sense enough and morality 

enough to cut off the chain of hate. This can only be done by projecting 

the ethic of love to the centre of our lives. 



WHY GO TO MASS?   CHRIST’S TEACHING ON LOVE AND CARE FOR 
ALL, ESPECIALLY THE POOR.   

 
Some months ago, I met a man who told me he had given up the faith. He in fact had 
stopped attending Sunday mass. And what is more, he does not feel he is missing an-
ything. On further enquiry it became clear that he had little or no personal relation-
ship with Jesus or understanding of what the celebration of Eucharist meant and how 
such a sacrifice offered by Christ on Calvary and at the Last Supper effects what we 
mean by being church, the People of God in action. 
 
The notion that God the Father requires a bloody sacrifice of His Son Jesus on Cal-
vary to redeem us or “buy back” heaven and forgiveness for people’s sins, diminish-
es the concept of the sacrifice of Christ on our behalf. The truth is that Jesus by his 
increase in wisdom, age and prayer became more and more conscious of two things- 
one was His own identity as the Messiah, the Son of God. The other was of his Fa-
ther’s love and therefore his own love of people and his compassion and care for 
sinners, especially the poor and marginalized. He was and is the Life Giver, the Ex-
iled Ender, and the true Freedom Giver. He came indeed to “set the captive free”, the 
title of my first little book on the prison experience during the Troubles.    
                               
The Real Reason Jesus Died                                                                                                                                       
In his God like sensitivity to the plight of oppressed people who “are like sheep 
without a shepherd,” Jesus simply could not help but come into conflict with the op-
pressors. By his very prophetic calling and beautiful teaching and care for the sick, 
Jesus challenged those who promoted systems of domination and exploitation, be 
these religious, social, or political organizations.  
 
The more powerful and promising of real freedom preached, the more fear, hate and 
anger was the reaction. Those who wield unjust control will tend to react violently. 
So it was that the church of the day, the Pharisees, and the High Priest, united with 
the secular powers Herod and Pilate, to have Jesus put to death to permanently si-
lence His message.  
 
He was willing to die for His love for the Father and the people. He was ready to 
sacrifice all, if necessary, for what He truly believed in, building the Kingdom of 
God on earth. His faith in the fullness of the resurrection and the life of his Holy 

Spirit, living forever in his followers, made it all worthwhile. This faith has inspired 
men and women over the ages to sacrifice, give up their lives to usher in the King-
dom of God on earth and to promote the value system and good news of the gospel. 
It is this human sacrifice by people of their lives, their talents, their finance, and all 
that they are that gives fuller meaning to the Mass, the offering of Jesus where we 

are so privileged to participate. To do this in memory surely means that we are ready 
to imitate and give our all, like Him.  Our sacrifice for justice and Christ’s message 
and His sacrifice, is the Mass offered with fuller meaning. Here the head and the 
members of the body of Christ are offered as one.                                                                            



If people, especially young people, do not have this understanding, is it any wonder 
they find the Mass meaningless and even a bore. They need fired with the social 
gospel of justice if the Mass is to excite and animate them. Justice and equality 
are rightly a popular theme today. Unless this central prayer of the church really is 
felt in our hearts to echo forth the totality of why Christ died and also resonates in 
the spirit of true Christian believers who willingly give their lives for others, the 
poor and needy, then this is not done in memory of the true Christ who said “do this 
in memory of me”   
                                                                                                                                    
The Mass in that sense begins long before we go to church. It begins with an  
alternative lifestyle of love and care for others. It essentially is lived out daily as we 
offer our lives in sacrifice for the sinner, the poor, the sick, the unjustly treated. Do 
all of this “in memory of me” means more than breaking and sharing the bread of 
eucharist for a while each Sunday morning. It certainly includes this shared life but 
for a purpose. The full gospel surely will be believed in when we followers have 
light and fire for true justice in our bellies. The youth today are looking for that in 
Christian leaders.     
          
 Neal Carlin 9th June 2020 

 



  
 
Link to children’s resources for this Sunday:  https://youtu.be/zgf1RV6qnMg 

 
 
Private visits to the church  

 

The church is now open for the public celebration of Mass. It will remain open  
Sunday to Thursday 8am-8pm, Friday 8am-1pm, Saturday 3pm-8pm for private 
prayer. To ensure the safety of all who visit, only the Gathering Area will be  
accessible. 

 
When paying a visit for private prayer: 
 
 Sanitize your hands upon entering 
 Choose any seat whilst maintaining social distancing 

 When you have finished, sanitize your hands 
 Take the large bottle of sanitizer and spray all over the seat you have used. 

There is no need to wipe it. 
 Sanitize your hands again before leaving 
 

Please try your best not to touch any surface other than the chair you are using. Also 
note that the toilet is not available for use.  
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/zgf1RV6qnMg
https://www.stathanasiuscarluke.org/


RE-OPENING OUR CHURCH FOR MASS 

Our church is now open for public Mass. Please keep the following in mind: 

1.    The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. If you choose to 
come to Mass, please consider attending Mass during the week, to take pressure off 
the Masses on Saturday evening and Sunday morning. If you feel anxious about  
taking part in Mass with others or feel that you are vulnerable in any way, please do 
not hesitate to stay at home nor feel guilty about it. Mass will continue to be live 
streamed. 

2.  The capacity of the church will be reduced due to social distancing.  

 This means you will need to book your place for the Mass you choose to                
attend. If you do not have a seat booked, you will not be allowed into the 
church. This is to ensure that each person who comes to Mass already has 
a seat allocated.  

 Couples will be able to sit together, as will families from the same household.  

 To book:                                                                                                                        
Please book online if possible from the Homepage of the parish website. If you 
are not online, ask a member of your family or a fellow parishioner to book for 
you. If this is still not possible, telephone/text 07907 609182  and leave a          
message. For more information, go to the page in the bulletin BOOKING 
YOUR SEAT FOR MASS 

 If you are booking for people outwith your household, please indicate this and also 
their names, and phone numbers. This ensures not only that they are guaranteed 
a seat but also that we have a record of everyone present.  

 Please make your booking as early as possible. Also remember to cancel if for 
whatever reason you cannot take up your booking.  

3.  Apart from children under 5 and people with a diagnosed health issue,                    
 everyone must wear a face-covering before entering the church and during the                   
 celebration of Mass. 

4. Each parishioner will be greeted at the door by ushers. You will be asked to 
stand in front of the camera for your temperature to be taken. If a high tempera-
ture is recorded, you will be tested once again by a hand-held thermometer. If 
your temperature is still too high, you will be asked to return home. Both tests 
are anonymous. Sanitising liquid will be available as you enter and leave and 
must be used. The toilet will not be available for use. 

5.  You will be accompanied by an usher to your designated seat. You are                           
 requested to take the seat indicated by the usher. 



6.  Everyone will remain seated throughout Mass which will last 30-35 minutes. 

7.  Holy Communion will be distributed at the very end of Mass, after the final 
 blessing and dismissal. For the reception of Holy Communion, please follow 
 the directions of the usher who will indicate when to leave your seat. The     
 congregation will present themselves according to where they are seated: first, 
 those seated around the organ, then those seated on Our Lady’s side, then those 
 on the Sacred Heart’s side, finally those seated in the Oratory. Once you have 
 received Holy Communion, please sanitise your hands once more, then leave 
 the church immediately by the side door. Make you way to the front of the 
 church where you can wait for your family and friends.  

8.   Baskets will be available at each door for your weekly contribution.                             
 Please consider donating through a Standing Order.  

9.  The Church will be sanitised after every Mass. 

10.  You can volunteer if you are over 16. The over 70s can also volunteer as 
 long as they have no underlying health issue. This is a wonderful opportunity 
 for our young people to contribute not only to our parish  life but  also to be     
 involved in the nation’s struggle against the virus. Please be generous with your 
 time—we will need 3-4 people to act as ushers and sanitisers for each  Mass. 
 Please contact Fr Magill as soon as possible, preferably this week, by  phone, 
 text or email if you are willing to help. You can also get in touch by us ing the 
 Contact Page on the Home Page of the parish website. 

I know you will appreciate this code of practice has been drawn up to protect your 
health and the health of others. Your co-operation will be deeply appreciated 
  
The first few weeks after reopening will be challenging. Please be patient and               
supportive. The more parishioners there are who volunteer to help, the easier things 
will be. So please get in touch soon to offer your services. The reopening of the 
church will also be a time of many graces and blessings and a God-given                             
opportunity for us to grow as a community of faith. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR MASS 
(Please print off this sheet for family members and friends who are not online) 

 
 

You can book your seat for Mass by going to our parish website 
www.stathanasiuscarluke.org and by following the instructions there. The booking  
system is very easy to follow. 
 
Everyone who can is asked to use online booking. This ensures not only that your 
seat is reserved but also that your name and details are recorded in case you need to 
be contacted. These details will be deleted after 3 weeks. 
 
If you are making multiple bookings, you must do these separately. For instance, you 
may be requesting tickets for six people; three from the same household, one couple 
and one individual. This means you would have to make 3 bookings: one for a  
family block, one for a couple’s seating and one for an individual. 
 
Only members of the same household may sit together. 
 
If you are not online, please ask a family member or fellow parishioner to book 
on your behalf. Your name and contact details must be entered into the system, 
not those of the person booking for you. The person booking should enter their 
own email address. 
 
If for whatever reason you cannot make your booking online, you can do so by  
calling 07907 609182. Please leave a voicemail with 
 
   Your name 
   Your phone number 
   Your choice of Mass (day and date) 
   The number of seats required and the names of those requesting the 

  seats 
 
You will receive a text or call to confirm your request. 
 
This is a very different way of coming to our celebration of Mass together but it is 
necessary during these challenging times. Please have patience and forbearance. 
Very quickly we’ll all grow accustomed to this process and hopefully it will become 
second nature to us. If you have any questions, please contact Fr Magill. 
 
 
 
 
 



HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am.  
Monday-Friday: 10am. 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request. 

21 Mount Stewart Street, Carluke, ML8 5EB. Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas F. Magill. Tel: 01555 771250.  
Mobile No: 07789708192; email: thomas2magill@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org 
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook. 
Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly (email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org) 
 
           

stathanasiuscarluke                  @saintaths             bit.ly/youtubestathanasiuscarluke                   

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for July:  The Maritime World                                                        
We pray for all those who work and live from the sea, among them sailors,                   
fishermen and their families  

SUNDAY TAKEAWAY: The parallels of today’s Gospel to the Liturgy of the Eucharist are obvi-
ous. The disciples present their sacrifice — the rather small meal they had prepared for their own 
consumption — to Christ. Jesus, the Head Priest of the Church, blesses and breaks the bread and has 
His concelebrants distribute the bread to bring the whole congregation into communion with God. 
The seemingly inadequate sacrifice gets transformed into food for the world, transforming us all into 
the body of Christ. At the Mass, it is the power of the Holy Spirit that perfects the Eucharist and 
multiplies its nourishment rather than divides it. 

Even beyond the Catholic model for the Liturgy, though, the lesson of the process Jesus uses is 
clear. We are the church, and we are called to give the world the food of Christ — the Word, certain-
ly, and also the mercy and service necessary to transmit it. Christ works through us to achieve God’s 
will, even when we have doubts, concerns, worries, and flat-out don’t feel like it. 

Give them some food yourselves, Jesus told the disciples, and enabled them to multiply His goodness 
and mercy. Jesus didn’t push them aside and say, “Let me show you how this is done,” and start flip-
ping bread to the crowd like a peanut vendor at a baseball game. He blessed the loaves and fishes, 
broke the bread, and then made the disciples the instrument of His miracle. 

This is the lesson for all those who wish to be His disciples. Give them some food yourselves. Even 
with all our doubts and imperfections, we are the body of Christ in the world, and we are the multi-
plication of God’s goodness and mercy. All we need to do is trust in Christ and align ourselves to 
His will to take part in that ongoing miracle. Ed Morrissey 

This month’s Lucky Numbers Draw: 1st No 57 Karen Berry £125;  2nd No 16           
Helena Paterson £75; 3rd No 63 Jim McManus £50. Please contact Eddie Kelly at 
treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org for your winnings. 

Sincere thanks to all of you for your  
co-operation as we re-open our church for the 
public celebration of Mass. In particular, I am 
grateful to all of you who have volunteered to 
help out in the welcoming and seating of the 
people and in the sanitizing of the church af-
ter each Mass. Please bear with us as we get 
accustomed to this new way of coming  
together. It will be a great help if you book 
online your seat for Mass. See guidance BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR MASS given 
in this bulletin. 

Sincere thank to the members of the Ladies’ Group and other parishioners who 
raised £400 to support the Across Trust’s Jumbulance.  
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