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Sunday’s Readings 

First Reading 
Revelation 12:1-6a, 10ab 

A woman clothed with the sun, with the moon beneath her feet. 

A reading from the Book of Revelation 
 
A great sign appeared in the sky, a woman clothed with the sun, 
   with the moon under her feet, 
   and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 
She was with child and wailed aloud in pain as she labored to give birth. 
Then another sign appeared in the sky; 
   it was a huge red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, 
   and on its heads were seven diadems. 
Its tail swept away a third of the stars in the sky 
   and hurled them down to the earth. 
Then the dragon stood before the woman about to give birth, 
   to devour her child when she gave birth. 
She gave birth to a son, a male child, 
   destined to rule all the nations with an iron rod. 
Her child was caught up to God and his throne. 
The woman herself fled into the desert 
   where she had a place prepared by God. 
 
Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: 
   “Now have salvation and power come, 
   and the kingdom of our God 
   and the authority of his Anointed One.” 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 45: 10, 11, 12, 16 

R. (10bc) The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold. 

Hear, O daughter, and see; turn your ear, 
   forget your people and your father’s house. 
 

 



 R. The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in 
gold. 
 
So shall the king desire your beauty; 
   for he is your lord. 
 
R. The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in 

gold. 

They are borne in with gladness and joy; 
   they enter the palace of the king. 
 
R. The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in 

gold. 

 

Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 15:20-27 

Christ, the firstfruits, then those who belong to him. 

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 
 
Brothers and sisters: 
Christ has been raised from the dead, 
   the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
For since death came through man, 
   the resurrection of the dead came also through man. 
For just as in Adam all die, 
   so too in Christ shall all be brought to life, 
   but each one in proper order: 
   Christ the firstfruits; 
   then, at his coming, those who belong to Christ; 
   then comes the end, 
   when he hands over the kingdom to his God and Father, 
   when he has destroyed every sovereignty 
   and every authority and power. 
For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 
The last enemy to be destroyed is death, 
   for “he subjected everything under his feet.” 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia. Mary is taken up to heaven; 

a chorus of angels exults. Alleluia, alleluia. 



HYMNS FOR MASS: 

Entrance 965; Com-

munion 720 & 629; Ex-

it 964.  
 

Gospel 
Luke 1:39-58 

The Almighty has done great things for me: he has raised up the lowly. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

Mary set out 
   and travelled to the hill country in haste 
   to a town of Judah, 
   where she entered the house of Zechariah 
   and greeted Elizabeth. 
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, 
   the infant leaped in her womb, 
   and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
   cried out in a loud voice and said, 
   “Blessed are you among women, 
   and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
And how does this happen to me, 
   that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears, 
   the infant in my womb leaped for joy. 
Blessed are you who believed 
   that what was spoken to you by the Lord 
   would be fulfilled.” 
 
And Mary said: 
   “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
   my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour 
   for he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
   the Almighty has done great things for me, 
   and holy is his Name. 
   He has mercy on those who fear him 
   in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, 
   he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, 
   and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, 
   and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel 
   for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
   the promise he made to our fathers, 
   to Abraham and his children for ever.” 
 
Mary remained with her about three months 
   and then returned to her home. 



DEATH OF THE VIRGIN  

by Caravaggio 



Every 15 August we celebrate the Feast of the Assumption of Our Lady. Dr Sarah Jane Boss, Director of the 

Centre for Marian Studies at the University of Roehampton, looks at the history of this great Marian feast that 

‘honours the whole human person, body and soul’. 

For many centuries, the Feast of the Assumption was celebrated in the Catholic 

Church without any formal definition of the doctrine. In most places, it was the  

principal feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary and it is the patronal festival of many of 

Europe’s great Marian cathedrals, such as Notre Dame de Paris. But that Mary ‘was 

assumed, body and soul, into heavenly glory’, was made an official teaching of the 

Catholic Church in 1950, when Pope Pius XII promulgated the Bull Munificentissi-

mus Deus. Many people believe that he was motivated to do this by the horrors of 

the Second World War, in which so many human bodies were tortured and desecrat-

ed. The doctrine proclaims the precious nature of the human body, which, in a way 

we cannot yet understand, is destined for heavenly glory and deserves to be treated 

with the highest respect. 

To the urban world of the early twenty-first century, the Feast of Our Lady’s            

Assumption may seem strange. It is a feast that honours the whole human person, 

body and soul; but, even though our society is obsessed with material objects, we 

often fail to notice the God-given dignity of our material bodies. The Assumption is 

also an invitation to celebrate the goodness and the joy that God promises us at the 

end of time, and in many parts of Europe the feast remains a major event. So let us 

look at some of the history of what should be a glorious celebration. 

The earliest textual evidence for the Feast of the Assumption comes from the turn of 

the fifth and sixth centuries, although scholars think that these texts contain material 

from at least as far back as the third century. The early texts are known as Transitus 

narratives (that is, they relate the Virgin’s passing), and they contain quite wide    

variations in their detail, probably reflecting the fact that they arose out of different 

local customs. However, certain elements are constant. For example, the Virgin is 

told in advance – usually by an angel – that she is about to die, and the apostles are 

miraculously transported from around the world to be present at her bedside. Christ 

comes to receive her soul, which takes the form of a small child, and he takes the 

soul to heaven. Some time after the funeral and burial (most texts say three days        

after the death), the apostles see the body of the Mother of God being miraculously 

taken heavenwards. In the tradition that was spread in the Western Church, Mary’s 

body and soul are re-united in heaven. All these events are depicted frequently in the 

art of the medieval and renaissance periods, and can be readily recognised. 

One of the most interesting aspects of the early texts is that Mary is presented very 

strongly as a teacher of the apostles. We are sometimes told that she had received 

teachings from Christ which she passed on to St John before she died. In other texts, 

from the Coptic and Ethiopic traditions, the apostles call her their teacher or               

mistress. It seems as though she has received teachings from Christ which will              

enable a smooth transition to heaven, and that those who follow her and receive 

these teachings will enjoy an initiation into heavenly matters, and will then pass to 

heaven at death. 



At the same time, some of the early Transitus texts – notably, the Coptic ones (from 

Egypt) – make it clear that the liturgy of the Assumption is for an August harvest 

festival; indeed, the feast continued to be a harvest celebration in many places for 

many centuries. From earliest times, then, the celebration of the Assumption was 

concerned with both spiritual enlightenment and bodily sustenance. That Mary was 

assumed into heaven in her body and her soul reminds us that we are bound both to 

the earth, with the cycle of the seasons, and also to the realm of that which is           

spiritual and timeless. As we have become so detached from the land that sustains 

us, we have forgotten about our dependence upon the harvest and have largely lost 

the sense of the Assumption as a harvest festival, but the feast is still the day on 

which many communities bless their herbs, or bless the sea and its harvest. 

For all its joy, however, the Assumption is a feast that arises out of human awareness 

of death. We are all made of the dust of the earth, and will rot in the ground or in 

ashes. At the same time, we all have the possibility of attaining eternal life. In the 

end, these are the truths that matter, and these are the truths that undergird the stories 

of Mary’s passing from this world to the next. It is often when people come to a deep 

realisation of their own mortality – when they see that death is an end which they 

cannot escape – that they turn to seek spiritual enlightenment. And in discovering the 

mystery of the cross and resurrection, they find that there is something truer and 

deeper even than death. What Christ accomplished as God and man is shared with all 

those who participate in his life; and Mary, as a woman who is solely human, reveals 

to us what this means. The traditional iconography of Mary’s Dormition – her 

‘falling asleep’ – shows Christ taking her soul as a baby, and it thus mirrors images 

of the Virgin herself holding Christ as an infant. As he descended to Earth by her  

actions, so he now takes her to be with him in heaven. It was she who gave us the 

Word of God in his human birth, and it is she whose heavenly rebirth teaches the 

truth of what Christ’s divine humanity offers to each one of us. 

Many people will be familiar with Caravaggio’s painting, ‘The Death of the Virgin’. 

When it was first painted for a private chapel in a Carmelite church in Rome, the 

Carmelites rejected the painting as unsuitable. It shows the Virgin not in the               

dignified death-bed posture associated with traditional representations of the               

Dormition, but lying dead on her back, with bare feet and swollen ankles. The             

apostles look on, and Mary Magdalene sits weeping between the viewer and the 

corpse. Some of the apostles are also weeping; but there is one who holds his hand 

up in a gesture that seems to show sudden recognition or realisation of something. 

For he has seen that, in this sorry state – in the death that comes to all of us – there is 

hope. This hope is not shown by an image of angels and Christ in human form, but 

only by a light that crosses the canvas and shines upon the belly of the Mother of 

God – on the body that bore God incarnate. This body, which is the body of a very 

ordinary woman, was chosen by God for his dwelling, and this body will not be left 

to the decay which, from the look of it, has already set in. We cannot properly            

articulate what the hope is that has been revealed to the apostles, but the viewer is 

invited to share the revelation. For because he became human from this woman, 

Christ promises all human beings, and all creation, a share in his glory. 



 

Prayers of the Faithful – Solemnity of the Assumption of our Blessed Lady - Year A 

 

16
th

 August 2020 

 

 We pray for the Church – like Mary assumed into Heaven, may we be instruments of God’s               

mercy, guides for all who seek Him and companions to those developing their relationship with 

God. 

 

 Lord hear us 

 

 We pray for faithful trust in God – may we call out in faith, with sincerity and conviction, to God 

who saves and delivers us from all our suffering and need. 

 

 Lord hear us 

 

 We pray for all our children and young people on their return to school – may the Lord keep 

them safe and may they use their time wisely to learn and develop their talents for the benefit of 

the wider human family. May they be protected by the love and intercession of our blessed         

Lady. 

 

 Lord hear us  

 

 We pray for refugees, immigrants and all marginalised by society particularly those fleeing vio-

lence and conflict – may God ease their suffering, guide them to safety and may we help and 

assist them any way we can. May they turn to Mary in their need. 

 

 Lord hear us 

 

 

We pray for our sick, especially:-   

 

Isobel Gardner, John Leslie and Kasia Donnelly. 

 

 May the Holy Spirit strengthen them and bring them peace and healing.  

 

 Lord hear us 

 

 We pray for our beloved dead and all who have gone before us, especially:- 

 

Walter Stewart, Frank Rogers and Gabrielle Porcelli 

 

We also remember the anniversaries for Canon Michael McCarthy and the Diver family that occur 
at this time.   

 

May they enter into the Kingdom of Heaven in the company of Mary and the saints.  

 

Lord hear us 



Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during 

this health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook 

page for new materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the  

Sunday Gospel.  Also check out our Links page on the website and you will be  

directed to other useful sites. Remember our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some 

beautiful prayers and reflections can be accessed there. 

 

Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk. 

There is also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative   

Theology. All you have to do is ask to join. 

There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: @LectioMotherwe1, 

@rcmotherwell and @motherwellRE 

Recently a new Facebook page has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult  

Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at deepening our understanding of the 

faith. 

 

The Liturgy of the Hours, the prayers and readings of the Mass and much more can 

be found at www.ibreviary.com 
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WONDER AND AWE 

A sense of wonder and awe is the foundation of religion. Too often we associate religion 

with belonging to a church or professing certain beliefs, but the religious instinct is so 

much broader than that. Sikh activist and human rights lawyer Valarie Kaur teaches us 

that awe and wonder can make us available to greater depths of compassion, union, and 

love. 

Wonder is our birthright. It comes easily in childhood—the feeling of watching dust motes 

dancing in sunlight, or climbing a tree to touch the sky, or falling asleep thinking about 

where the universe ends. If we are safe and nurtured enough to develop our capacity to 

wonder, we start to wonder about the people in our lives, too—their thoughts and experi-

ences, their pain and joy, their wants and needs. We begin to sense that they are to them-

selves as vast and complex as we are to ourselves, their inner world as infinite as our own. 

In other words, we are seeing them as our equal. We are gaining information about how to 

love them. Wonder is the wellspring for love. . . . 

The call to love beyond our own flesh and blood is ancient. It echoes down to us on the 

lips of indigenous leaders, spiritual teachers, and social reformers through the centuries. 

[The founder of Sikhism] Guru Nanak called us to see no stranger, Buddha to practice un-

ending compassion, Abraham to open our tent to all, Jesus to love our neighbors, Mu-

hammad to take in the orphan, [Hindu mystic saint] Mirabai to love without limit. They 

all expanded the circle of who counts as one of us, and therefore who is worthy of our care 

and concern. These teachings were rooted in the linguistic, cultural, and spiritual contexts 

of their time, but they spoke of a common vision of our interconnectedness and interde-

pendence. . . . 

What has been an ancient spiritual truth is now increasingly verified by science: We are all 

indivisibly part of one another. We share a common ancestry with everyone and every-

thing alive on earth. The air we breathe contains atoms that have passed through the 

lungs of ancestors long dead. Our bodies are composed of the same elements created deep 

inside the furnaces of long-dead stars. We can look upon the face of anyone or anything 

around us and say—as a moral declaration and a spiritual, cosmological, and biological 

fact: You are a part of me I do not yet know. 

But you don’t have to be religious in order to open to wonder. You only have to reclaim a 

sliver of what you once knew as a child. If you remember how to wonder, then you already 

have what you need to learn how to love. 



  

 

 

 

Private visits to the church  

 

The church is now open for the public celebration of Mass. It will remain open  

Sunday to Thursday 9am-8pm, Friday 9am-1pm, Saturday 3pm-8pm for private 

prayer. To ensure the safety of all who visit, only the Gathering Area will be  

accessible. 

 

When paying a visit for private prayer: 

 

 Sanitize your hands upon entering 

 Choose any seat whilst maintaining social distancing 

 When you have finished, sanitize your hands 

 Take the large bottle of sanitizer and spray all over the seat you have used. 

There is no need to wipe it. 

 Sanitize your hands again before leaving 

 

Please try your best not to touch any surface other than the chair you are using. Also 

note that the toilet is not available for use.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.stathanasiuscarluke.org/


RE-OPENING OUR CHURCH FOR MASS 

Our church is now open for public Mass. Please keep the following in mind: 

1.    The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. If you choose to 

come to Mass, please consider attending Mass during the week, to take pressure off 

the Masses on Saturday evening and Sunday morning. If you feel anxious about  

taking part in Mass with others or feel that you are vulnerable in any way, please do 

not hesitate to stay at home nor feel guilty about it. Mass will continue to be live 

streamed. 

2.  The capacity of the church will be reduced due to social distancing.  

 This means you will need to book your place for the Mass you choose to                

attend. If you do not have a seat booked, you will not be allowed into the 

church. This is to ensure that each person who comes to Mass already has a 

seat allocated.  

 Couples will be able to sit together, as will families from the same household.  

 To book:                                                                                                                        

Please book online if possible from the Homepage of the parish website. If you 

are not online, ask a member of your family or a fellow parishioner to book for 

you. If this is still not possible, telephone/text 07907 609182  and leave a          

message. For more information, go to the page in the bulletin BOOKING 

YOUR SEAT FOR MASS 

 If you are booking for people outwith your household, please indicate this and also 

their names, and phone numbers. This ensures not only that they are guaranteed 

a seat but also that we have a record of everyone present.  

 Please make your booking as early as possible. Also remember to cancel if for 

whatever reason you cannot take up your booking.  

3.  Apart from children under 5 and people with a diagnosed health issue,                    

 everyone must wear a face-covering before entering the church and during the                   

 celebration of Mass. 

4. Each parishioner will be greeted at the door by ushers. You will be asked to 

stand in front of the camera for your temperature to be taken. If a high tempera-

ture is recorded, you will be tested once again by a hand-held thermometer. If 

your temperature is still too high, you will be asked to return home. Both tests 

are anonymous. Sanitising liquid will be available as you enter and leave and 

must be used. The toilet will not be available for use. 



6.  Everyone will remain seated throughout Mass which will last 30-35 minutes. 

7.  Holy Communion will be distributed at the very end of Mass, after the final 

 blessing and dismissal. For the reception of Holy Communion, please follow 

 the directions of the usher who will indicate when to leave your seat. The     

 congregation will present themselves according to where they are seated: first, 

 those seated around the organ, then those seated on Our Lady’s side, then those 

 on the Sacred Heart’s side, finally those seated in the Oratory. Once you have 

 received Holy Communion, please sanitise your hands once more, then leave 

 the church immediately by the side door. Make you way to the front of the 

 church where you can wait for your family and friends.  

8.   Baskets will be available at each door for your weekly contribution.                             

 Please consider donating through a Standing Order.  

9.  The Church will be sanitised after every Mass. 

10.  You can volunteer if you are over 16. The over 70s can also volunteer as 

 long as they have no underlying health issue. This is a wonderful opportunity 

 for our young people to contribute not only to our parish  life but  also to be     

 involved in the nation’s struggle against the virus. Please be generous with your 

 time—we will need 3-4 people to act as ushers and sanitisers for each  Mass. 

 Please contact Fr Magill as soon as possible, preferably this week, by  phone, 

 text or email if you are willing to help. You can also get in touch by us ing the 

 Contact Page on the Home Page of the parish website. 

I know you will appreciate this code of practice has been drawn up to protect your 

health and the health of others. Your co-operation will be deeply appreciated 

  

The first few weeks after reopening will be challenging. Please be patient and               

supportive. The more parishioners there are who volunteer to help, the easier things 

will be. So please get in touch soon to offer your services. The reopening of the 

church will also be a time of many graces and blessings and a God-given                             

opportunity for us to grow as a community of faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR MASS 
(Please print off this sheet for family members and friends who are not online) 

 

 

You can book your seat for Mass by going to our parish website 

www.stathanasiuscarluke.org and by following the instructions there. The booking  

system is very easy to follow. 

 

Everyone who can is asked to use online booking. This ensures not only that your 

seat is reserved but also that your name and details are recorded in case you need to 

be contacted. These details will be deleted after 3 weeks. 

 

If you are making multiple bookings, you must do these separately. For instance, you 

may be requesting tickets for six people; three from the same household, one couple 

and one individual. This means you would have to make 3 bookings: one for a  

family block, one for a couple’s seating and one for an individual. 

 

Only members of the same household may sit together. 

 

If you are not online, please ask a family member or fellow parishioner to book 

on your behalf. Your name and contact details must be entered into the system, 

not those of the person booking for you. The person booking should enter their 

own email address. 

 

If for whatever reason you cannot make your booking online, you can do so by  

calling 07907 609182. Please leave a voicemail with 

 

   Your name 

   Your phone number 

   Your choice of Mass (day and date) 

   The number of seats required and the names of those requesting the 

  seats 

 

You will receive a text or call to confirm your request. 

 

This is a very different way of coming to our celebration of Mass together but it is 

necessary during these challenging times. Please have patience and forbearance. 

Very quickly we’ll all grow accustomed to this process and hopefully it will become 

second nature to us. If you have any questions, please contact Fr Magill. 

 

 

 

 

 



HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am.  
Monday-Friday: 10am. 

21 Mount Stewart Street, Carluke, ML8 5EB. Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas F. Magill. Tel: 01555 771250.  
Mobile No: 07789708192; email: thomas2magill@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org 
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook. 

Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly (email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org) 

 
           

stathanasiuscarluke                  @saintaths             bit.ly/youtubestathanasiuscarluke                   

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for July:  The Maritime World                                                        

We pray for all those who work and live from the sea, among them sailors,                   

fishermen and their families  

SUNDAY TAKEAWAY: In a real, personal and immediate way, Mary illuminates 

what it means to live a life totally alive to Christ and to God’s purpose for our world. 

In her we see a complete freedom and an undivided will through which she places 

herself without reservation at the service of Christ and the kingdom. Hers is an             

unconditional freedom that does not need to see the future outcome in advance of 

saying yes. She only needs to encounter God’s call and choice of her, nothing more 

is needed. For this reason, Mary’s faith stands in the same line as that of Abraham 

and draws on the total faith of her son. In her we can begin to see something of the 

way in which the life of grace makes us more human, not less so. In the very fullness 

of her faith and womanhood, Mary shows us that faith does not close us off from the 

world but makes us more open to it. With her ‘yes’ she stands in solidarity with the 

poor and the victims, with all those who, like her, have had to hold a dead child in 

their arms, or flee their home to protect their family. This woman of Nazareth is in 

solidarity with all those who, in the midst of the precariousness and toil of an                      

unrecognised domestic life, have never stopped believing that somehow, even in the 

darkness of suffering and death, God was working. Fr James Hanvey, SJ 

This month’s Lucky Numbers Draw: 1st No 57 Karen Berry £125;  2nd No 16           
Helena Paterson £75; 3rd No 63 Jim McManus £50. Please contact Eddie Kelly at 
treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org for your winnings. 

Please remember to 

book online your seat 

for Mass. See guidance 

BOOKING YOUR 

SEAT FOR MASS  

given in this bulletin. 

This week we mark the 

20th anniversary of the 

death of Canon Michael 

McCarthy. As we pray for 

his eternal rest we thank 

God for his fruitful life 

and priestly ministry. 

Fr Magill is on holiday. Fr Vincent Byrne and Fr Matt McManus will be here in 
the parish for two weeks each. Please give them a warm welcome and every sup-
port. There will be a shorter Sunday Bulletin during these weeks. 
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