21st SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME,
YEAR A
23rd August 2020

A Parish of the Diocese
of Motherwell.
The Bishop;
Rt. Rev. Joseph A. Toal
www.rcdom.org.uk
Scottish Charity No
SC011041

Sunday’s Readings
FIRST READING
Isaiah 22:19-23
I will place the key of the House of David upon his shoulder.
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah

Thus says the LORD to Shebna, master of the palace:
“I will thrust you from your office
and pull you down from your station.
On that day I will summon my servant
Eliakim, son of Hilkiah;
I will clothe him with your robe,
and gird him with your sash,
and give over to him your authority.
He shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
and to the house of Judah.
I will place the key of the House of David on Eliakim’s
shoulder;
when he opens, no one shall shut
when he shuts, no one shall open.
I will fix him like a peg in a sure spot,
to be a place of honour for his family.”

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8
R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands.
I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with all my heart,
for you have heard the words of my mouth;
in the presence of the angels I will sing your praise;
I will worship at your holy temple.

I will give thanks to your name,
because of your kindness and your truth:
When I called, you answered me;
you built up strength within me.
R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands.
The LORD is exalted, yet the lowly he sees,
and the proud he knows from afar.
Your kindness, O LORD, endures forever;
forsake not the work of your hands.
R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands.

SECOND READING
Romans 11:33-36
From God and through him and for him are all things.
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!
How inscrutable are his judgments and how unsearchable his
ways!
For who has known the mind of the Lord
or who has been his counsellor?
Or who has given the Lord anything
that he may be repaid?
For from him and through him and for him are all things.
To him be glory forever. Amen.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Mt 16:18
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
You are Peter and upon this rock I will build my Church
and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL
Matthew 16:13-20
You are Peter, and to you I will give the keys of the kingdom of heaven.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi and
he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah,
still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Simon Peter said in reply,
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus said to him in reply,
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah.
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father.
And so I say to you, you are Peter,
and upon this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.
I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven.
Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven;
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
Then he strictly ordered his disciples
to tell no one that he was the Christ.
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A REFLECTION ON TODAY’S GOSPEL
Reading this story, as though a report of Jesus' messianic self-understanding and
Peter's recognition of it, will miss preaching possibilities that arise when the text is
read from the perspective of the gospel writer's context. For example, the disciple's
response to Jesus' first question is worth considering. The disciples answer by
naming people who are dead. John the Baptist, a contemporary of Jesus; Elijah, a
harbinger of the messiah and of the role John the Baptist plays in the gospel stories;
Jeremiah (a favourite in Matthew), or one of the prophets. Perhaps John represents
the spirit of a movement that Herod could not kill despite John's beheading. Elijah
represents the hope of divine activity for Israel's sake. The prophets delivered God's
word with its creative power. The disciples' answer implies the perception that
divine creative power is stirring that the imperial powers of Rome cannot kill. What
that divine creativity looks like must be discerned as it unfolds.
This Sunday's reading ends with Jesus' order to the disciples not to tell anyone that
he is the Messiah. According to common wisdom, the so-called "Messianic Secret"
originated with the author of Mark. Matthew and Luke often omit the admonition to
secrecy where it occurs in Mark, but in this case they include it. There are several
explanations concerning the secrecy motif, but one important observation is that the
order to secrecy did not originate with Jesus. So here we consider the meaning of
Jesus' admonition to secrecy within the story as the author of Matthew chooses to
tell it.
The answer is just the beginning. Peter gives the right answer, but the meaning of
Jesus' identity as messiah is not yet revealed. The answer to the first question
connects God's creative power in the present to other moments in Israel's history.
How it will unfold in the present time has yet to be discerned. Jesus' response to
Peter confirms that the answer is not obvious to human sight. The stern order to
secrecy implies that what the answer looks like in this time and place requires
discernment.
This reading of the gospel narrative lends itself well to encouraging Christians in our
own contexts to engage in this kind of discernment. Where do we see the creative
movement of God stirring among us? Where do we see the work of the Kingdom
that the imperial powers of our own day cannot destroy? Where do we see the
Messiah in the face of suffering? What does it mean, in concrete and specific terms,
to proclaim the good news of Jesus the Messiah in our communities, our work, our
nation, our world? The conviction that Jesus is Messiah is the place to begin. Then
we consider in light of this conviction how we live in faith that our Messiah is
present among us in these days.
Marilyn Salmon

A SONNET FOR ST PETER
By Malcolm Guite
This poem comes from hiscollection Sounding the Seasons published by Canterbury Press.

Impulsive master of misunderstanding
You comfort me with all your big mistakes;
Jumping the ship before you make the landing,
Placing the bet before you know the stakes.
I love the way you step out without knowing,
The way you sometimes speak before you think,
The way your broken faith is always growing,
The way he holds you even when you sink.
Born to a world that always tried to shame you,
Your shaky ego vulnerable to shame,
I love the way that Jesus chose to name you,
Before you knew how to deserve that name.
And in the end your Saviour let you prove
That each denial is undone by love.

CRUCIFIXION OF ST PETER
By Caravaggio

Prayers of the Faithful – 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A
23rd August 2020
We pray for the Church – may we boldly profess Jesus as Lord and help
others to come to know and follow him.
Lord hear us
We pray for Pope Francis, successor to St. Peter – may the Holy Spirit guide
him in proclaiming the Good News, promoting unity in the Church, and
inspiring us to greater love and service.
Lord hear us
We pray for all who are discerning God’s call especially those considering
the priesthood or religious life – may they recognise the promptings of the
Spirit and be open to love and serve God and His people.
Lord hear us
We pray for an end to the pandemic – may God deliver humanity from the
coronavirus, heal those who are ill, and inspire those who are developing
cures or vaccines.
Lord hear us
We pray for our sick, especially:Isobel Gardner, John Leslie and Kasia Donnelly.
May they find peace, comfort and healing through their faith in our Lord
Jesus.
Lord hear us
We pray for our beloved dead and all who have gone before us, especially:Helen Green, Wyne Edwards and Paul Paton.
We also remember the anniversary for Terry Wyber and the months minds
for Eddie McGhee, James Ross, Joseph Reilly & Frankie Mooney that occur at
this time.
May they walk with Christ to a new life of eternal joy in the Kingdom of
Heaven.
Lord hear us

Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during
this health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook
page for new materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the
Sunday Gospel. Also check out our Links page on the website and you will be
directed to other useful sites. Remember our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some
beautiful prayers and reflections can be accessed there.
Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk.
There is also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative
Theology. All you have to do is ask to join.
There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: @LectioMotherwe1,
@rcmotherwell and @motherwellRE
Recently a new Facebook page has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult
Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at deepening our understanding of the
faith.
The Liturgy of the Hours, the prayers and readings of the Mass and much more can
be found at www.ibreviary.com

Post-Covid church
STEPHEN REILLY

Discerning a post-Covid future
A parish priest argues that priests and people together should discern the future shape of
their parishes.
'It is not the time of your judgement, but of our judgement: a time to choose what matters and what passes away, a
time to separatewhat is necessary from what is not'.1 As parishes emerge from post-Covid hibernation, Pope Francis'
Urbi et Orbi message challenges us to choose what must pass away and what remain, so that normal business will not
resume in abnormal times.
As we wrestle with the new challenges - theological, pastoral, practical - we can turn to a deep and reliable source
hugely influential upon the Pope himself: the Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius. I would like to highlight particular
moments in the Exercises which can inspire parishes to shape their future with faith and courage.

The Principle and Foundation
The Exercises begin with what is called the Principle and Foundation. With deep optimism and trust in God, this passage declares that, 'Everything has the potential of calling forth in us a more loving response to our life forever with
God'.2 The 'everything' which Ignatius is referring to here are the crises of life: sickness, poverty, failure and even
death: faced with these, we should not seek to avoid them, but maintain a spiritual balance ('indifference'), with our
only aim and choice being, 'what better leads to God's deepening life in me'. 3 So a crisis such as the one imposed by
Covid is an opportunity, allowing us to refocus all our energies and goals to the basic loving response of
discipleship. Such a 'streamlining' has pastoral and structural consequences for parishes, and calls for efficient parish
structures in which, 'customs, ways of doing things, times and schedules, language and structures can be suitably channelled for the evangelization of today's world rather than for her self-preservation'.4

Discernment
How are parishes to develop such structures? The principle of subsidiarity, and the Pope's repeated call for a synodal
Church, impel us to find solutions which are discerned locally.
What is discernment, a word so central to the Exercises and to Ignatian spirituality? Put simply, it is, 'The art of appreciating the gifts that God has given us, and discovering how we might best respond to that love in daily life'. 5 For Ignatius, an awareness of the Lord's call emerges from a careful attentiveness to the pattern of consolations and desolations
which the community (or individual) perceives over time. By consolations he means deep inner feelings of peace, balance, growth, creativity, and a desire for closeness with God and service of others. By contrast, desolation brings restlessness, listlessness, and that which 'draws us away from God and things which have to do with God, and to lead us to
be self-centred, closed in and unconcerned with other people'. 6 Desolation as described here is strikingly reminiscent
of Pope Francis' warning to the Church in his speech at the consistory which elected him Pope: a self-referential
church which is closed on itself becomes listless and sick,
Ignatius trusts that God's grace will lead us to discern the pattern of consolation and desolation, and move in the direction indicated by sustained consolation. In a parish setting, discernment will be applied to questions such as: Where is
God leading this parish post-Covid? What are the spiritual and practical needs of our parish and wider community, and
how can we respond with creativity and courage? Critical to this 'discernment of spirits' between consolation and desolation is the question of who is asking the questions, and how the discernment is undertaken.

Who should discern, and how?
Ignatius insists that wise discernment happen within prayer, hence the life decisions undertaken in the Exercises take
place the midst of weeks spent contemplating the mysteries of Jesus' ministry and passion. In essence, discernment
means, "taking seriously the need to pray over each decision', 7 while Pope Francis calls it, 'a gift which we must implore'.8 This will entail all decisions being taken in an atmosphere of prayer, with the wider parish community being
asked to pray for wisdom and guidance ahead of an important decision: might the housebound be entrusted with this as
a special charism?
Turning to who should exercise pastoral discernment in parish life, key is Ignatius' insistence on the need to consult
others. When I remain alone in discerning, I can be prey to confusion, self-interest, laziness and all the wiles of the evil
one. Ignatius is convinced that we can easily be deceived by the devil as we discern the right path (like Pope Francis,
he is unabashed in naming the ancient enemy). To counteract this, I must place my dilemmas before, 'an objective other'9 who can give wise counsel.

In the parish, the pastor has moral and canonical oversight of the parish and a sacred responsibility to act with wisdom.
It is therefore key that a group of parishioners accompany him on the path of discernment. This
should be a wisely-chosen, outward-looking group, refreshed frequently in order to avoid a, 'clericalisation of pastoral
activity'10 , able to 'represent the community of which it is an expression'. 11 The Exercises recommend that a communal discernment process with 'objective others' will be more reliable, benefitting from a wider vision, and less prey to
narrow agendas and concerns. The process will be 'aerated' rather than stale, with an openness to fresh insights and
future possibilities. The limitations of each participant will be balanced by the wisdom and strength of the others:

A variety of lay parishioners
will bring a greater awareness of the needs of the
community, with the
potential for more creative
solutions to emerge....
in particular, the powerful vision of Pope St John Paul II regarding the complementarity of the sexes can inspire a gender balance essential to effective decision making. A variety of lay parishioners will bring a greater awareness of the
needs of the community, with the potential for more creative solutions to emerge (e.g. initiatives which respond to the
realities of family and working life). A further Ignatian-inspired advantage of group discernment is that reasons for
and against a particular course of action can be researched, weighed and discussed in a collegial way by people exercising their professional and personal gifts.
Finally, Ignatius insists that wise decisions should receive confirmation in some way once they are taken, often in the
form of fresh consolation. Where this is not forthcoming, he enjoins us to have the humility to change course. The
fruits of discernment should therefore be subject to confirmation by the whole parish via some form of accountability.
Regular parish surveys and interaction via social media can encourage this, as well
as transparency regarding who is part of the decision-making process. Decisions can be reviewed in the light of feedback, and adapted or changed accordingly.

Conclusion
The perceptive, faith-filled insights of the Spiritual Exercises continue to provide fresh impetus to the Church at all
levels. At this time in history when pastors and faithful alike are open to change, yet are aware of the need to build on
wisdom of the past, Ignatius emboldens us towards a, 'holy audacity', 12 discerning the future together in an atmosphere
of prayer, with complete faith in God, and rooted in Jesus Christ and his Kingdom. At a time of unprecedented anxiety, we are invited to cast out into the deep, trusting in the perfect love which casts out fear as we 'recognise the paths
that lead to complete freedom'.13
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Stephen Reilly is a priest of the Diocese of Motherwell residing in St Columbkille's Rutherglen and Coordinator
of Spiritual and Pastoral Formation at the School of Education at the University of Glasgow.

Private visits to the church
The church is now open for the public celebration of Mass. It will remain open
Sunday to Thursday 9am-8pm, Friday 9am-1pm, Saturday 3pm-8pm for private
prayer. To ensure the safety of all who visit, only the Gathering Area will be
accessible.
When paying a visit for private prayer:






Sanitize your hands upon entering
Choose any seat whilst maintaining social distancing
When you have finished, sanitize your hands
Take the large bottle of sanitizer and spray all over the seat you have used.
There is no need to wipe it.
Sanitize your hands again before leaving

Please try your best not to touch any surface other than the chair you are using. Also
note that the toilet is not available for use.

RE-OPENING OUR CHURCH FOR MASS
Our church is now open for public Mass. Please keep the following in mind:
1. The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. If you choose to
come to Mass, please consider attending Mass during the week, to take pressure off
the Masses on Saturday evening and Sunday morning. If you feel anxious about
taking part in Mass with others or feel that you are vulnerable in any way, please do
not hesitate to stay at home nor feel guilty about it. Mass will continue to be live
streamed.
2.

The capacity of the church will be reduced due to social distancing.

 This

means you will need to book your place for the Mass you choose to
attend. If you do not have a seat booked, you are not guaranteed entry.
This is to ensure that each person who comes to Mass already has a seat
allocated.

 Couples
 To

 If

will be able to sit together, as will families from the same household.

book:
Please book online if possible from the Homepage of the parish website. If you
are not online, ask a member of your family or a fellow parishioner to book for
you. If this is still not possible, telephone/text 07907 609182 and leave a
message. For more information, go to the page in the bulletin BOOKING
YOUR SEAT FOR MASS

you are booking for people outwith your household, please indicate this and also
their names, and phone numbers. This ensures not only that they are guaranteed
a seat but also that we have a record of everyone present.

 Please

make your booking as early as possible. Also remember to cancel if for
whatever reason you cannot take up your booking.

3.

Apart from children under 5 and people with a diagnosed health issue,
everyone must wear a face-covering before entering the church and during the
celebration of Mass.

4.

Each parishioner will be greeted at the door by ushers. You will be asked to
stand in front of the camera for your temperature to be taken. If a high temperature is recorded, you will be tested once again by a hand-held thermometer. If
your temperature is still too high, you will be asked to return home. Both tests
are anonymous. Sanitising liquid will be available as you enter and leave and
must be used. The toilet will not be available for use.

6.

Everyone will remain seated throughout Mass which will last 30-35 minutes.

7.

Holy Communion will be distributed at the very end of Mass, after the final
blessing and dismissal. For the reception of Holy Communion, please follow
the directions of the usher who will indicate when to leave your seat. The
congregation will present themselves according to where they are seated: first,
those seated around the organ, then those seated on Our Lady’s side, then those
on the Sacred Heart’s side, finally those seated in the Oratory. Once you have
received Holy Communion, please sanitise your hands once more, then leave
the church immediately by the side door. Make you way to the front of the
church where you can wait for your family and friends.

8.

Baskets will be available at each door for your weekly contribution.
Please consider donating through a Standing Order.

9.

The Church will be sanitised after every Mass.

10. You can volunteer if you are over 16. The over 70s can also volunteer as
long as they have no underlying health issue. This is a wonderful opportunity
for our young people to contribute not only to our parish life but also to be
involved in the nation’s struggle against the virus. I know you will appreciate
this code of practice has been drawn up to protect your health and the health of
others. Your co-operation will be deeply appreciated
These are challenging times for the parish and the Church. Thank you for your
patience, forbearance and support. This is also a time of many graces and blessings
and a God-given opportunity for us to grow as a community of faith.

BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR MASS
(Please print off this sheet for family members and friends who are not online)
You can book your seat for Mass by going to our parish website
www.stathanasiuscarluke.org and by following the instructions there. The booking
system is very easy to follow.
Everyone who can is asked to use online booking. This ensures not only that your
seat is reserved but also that your name and details are recorded in case you need to
be contacted. These details will be deleted after 3 weeks.
If you are making multiple bookings, you must do these separately. For instance, you
may be requesting tickets for six people; three from the same household, one couple
and one individual. This means you would have to make 3 bookings: one for a
family block, one for a couple’s seating and one for an individual.
Only members of the same household may sit together.
If you are not online, please ask a family member or fellow parishioner to book
on your behalf. Your name and contact details must be entered into the system,
not those of the person booking for you. The person booking should enter their
own email address.
If for whatever reason you cannot make your booking online, you can do so by
calling 07907 609182. Please leave a voicemail with





Your name
Your phone number
Your choice of Mass (day and date)
The number of seats required and the names of those requesting the
seats

You will receive a text or call to confirm your request.
This is a very different way of coming to our celebration of Mass together but it is
necessary during these challenging times. Please have patience and forbearance.
Very quickly we’ll all grow accustomed to this process and hopefully it will become
second nature to us. If you have any questions, please contact Fr Magill.

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for July: The Maritime World
We pray for all those who work and live from the sea, among them sailors,
fishermen and their families
This month’s Lucky Numbers Draw: 1st No 57 Karen Berry £125; 2nd No 16
Helena Paterson £75; 3rd No 63 Jim McManus £50. Please contact Eddie Kelly at
treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org for your winnings.
Every good wish to our
schoolchildren and school
staff who have now started back. May the Lord
protect and guard them
and inspire them to grow
in knowledge and faith.

Please remember to
book online your seat
for Mass. See guidance
BOOKING YOUR
SEAT FOR MASS
given in this bulletin.

Sincere thanks to Fr Vincent Byrne for his presence with us during the past two
weeks and his leading us in the celebration of the Eucharist. Our good wishes
and prayers go with him and we look forward to seeing him again. Welcome to
Fr Matt McManus, a retired priest of the Diocese of Galloway, who will be here
from this Monday, 24th August, for two weeks.
Please pray for the eternal rest of Helen Green whose Requiem Mass takes place
this Friday 28th August at 11.30am. May the Lord comfort and console her husband
Jack and the family at this time of their loss. Attendance at the Mass will be by
invitation only given the strict limits at present in force.
SUNDAY TAKEAWAY: In his Art and the Beauty of God: a Christian understanding, Bishop
Richard Harries believes that all real beauty, no matter what its form, carries a divine radiance. He
writes: “The material and the immaterial, the visible and the invisible, the physical and the spiritual
interpenetrate one another. The physical world becomes radiant with eternity … This means that
all everyday experiences have a sacramental character.” He also believes that this radiance of God
“can be fully present in failure and ignominy”. In Waiting on God, the French religious thinker
Simone Weil wrote: “Like a sacrament, the beauty of the world is Christ’s tender smile for us coming through matter.” Drawn towards God, as we always somehow are from birth and baptism, we
carry an unconscious attraction towards becoming small reflections of that beautiful smile. “We do
not merely want to see beauty,” wrote C.S. Lewis in The Weight of Glory, “We want something
else that can hardly be put into words – to unite with the beauty we see, to pass into it, to receive it
into ourselves, to bathe in it, to become part of it.” Fr Dan O’Leary
HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am.
Monday-Friday: 10am.
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