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Sunday’s Readings 

FIRST READING 

Jeremiah 20:7-9 

The word of the Lord has brought me derision. 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah 
 

You duped me, O LORD, and I let myself be duped; 

   you were too strong for me, and you triumphed. 

 All the day I am an object of laughter; 

    everyone mocks me. 

 

Whenever I speak, I must cry out, 

   violence and outrage is my message; 

the word of the LORD has brought me 

   derision and reproach all the day. 

 

I say to myself, I will not mention him, 

   I will speak in his name no more. 

But then it becomes like fire burning in my heart, 

   imprisoned in my bones; 

I grow weary holding it in, I cannot endure it. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Psalm 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

O God, you are my God whom I seek; 

   for you my flesh pines and my soul thirsts 

   like the earth, parched, lifeless and without water. 

 

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 



Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary 

   to see your power and your glory, 

For your kindness is a greater good than life; 

   my lips shall glorify you. 

 

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

 

Thus will I bless you while I live; 

   lifting up my hands, I will call upon your name. 

As with the riches of a banquet shall my soul be satisfied, 

   and with exultant lips my mouth shall praise you. 

 

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

 

You are my help, 

   and in the shadow of your wings I shout for joy. 

My soul clings fast to you; 

   your right hand upholds me. 

 

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

 

SECOND READING 

Romans 12:1-2 

Offer your bodies as living sacrifice. 

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 
 

I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, 

   to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, 

   holy and pleasing to God, your spiritual worship. 

Do not conform yourselves to this age 

   but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, 

   that you may discern what is the will of God, 

   what is good and pleasing and perfect. 

 



HYMNS FOR MASS: 

Entrance 965; Com-

munion 720 & 629; Ex-

it 964.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

cf. Ephesians 1:17-18 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 

enlighten the eyes of our hearts, 

that we may know what is the hope 

that belongs to our call. 

 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL 

Matthew 16:21-27 

You shall not add to what I command you . . . keep the commands of the Lord. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus began to show his disciples 

   that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer greatly 

   from the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, 

   and be killed and on the third day be raised. 

Then Peter took Jesus aside and began to rebuke him, 

   “God forbid, Lord! No such thing shall ever happen to you.” 

He turned and said to Peter, 

   “Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me. 

You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.” 

 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, 

   “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, 

   take up his cross, and follow me. 

For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, 

   but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 

What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world 

   and forfeit his life? 

Or what can one give in exchange for his life? 

For the Son of Man will come with his angels in his Father’s glory, 

   and then he will repay all according to his conduct.” 



A PICTURE REFLECTION ON TODAY’S GOSPEL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The artist places Jesus in the centre of his painting. In the foreground I see three                 
disciples listening to Jesus. What is the effect of the contrasting colours? 

Jesus points to what will happen to him in Jerusalem: to be judged and condemned as a 
naked man by the religious leaders, here pictured as a bishop, a cardinal and an scholar 
or a vice-chancellor. 

He will be crucified. And he will rise from the dead. 

Peter, unknowingly inspired by an evil spirit, tries to make Jesus change his mind. 

The artist has caught the moment when Jesus hears Peter’s words. 

What feelings can I read in Jesus’ face? 

What is the expression of Peter’s gesture? 

What feelings are expressed in his eyes and in his hand? 

I look at all the hands and try to find words for what they are saying. 

What is my place in the picture? 



 Am I a listening disciple? Am I Peter? Did I ever touch the vocation of other people? 

Can I feel with Jesus? Where there moments in my life that people touched my vocation? 

Did I ever meet somebody for whom love and forgiveness were more important than their 
pain and suffering? 

I finish with a talk with one of the disciples, with Peter, with Jesus...

 

A SONNET FOR ST PETER 

By Malcolm Guite 

This poem comes from hiscollection Sounding the Seasons published by Canterbury Press.   

 

Meditation by Fr Dries van den Akker S.J 

Impulsive master of misunderstanding 

You comfort me with all your big mistakes; 

Jumping the ship before you make the landing, 

Placing the bet before you know the stakes. 

I love the way you step out without knowing, 

The way you sometimes speak before you think, 

The way your broken faith is always growing, 

The way he holds you even when you sink. 

Born to a world that always tried to shame you, 

Your shaky ego vulnerable to shame, 

I love the way that Jesus chose to name you, 

Before you knew how to deserve that name. 

And in the end your Saviour let you prove 

That each denial is undone by love. 

http://www.canterburypress.co.uk/books/9781848252745/Sounding-the-Seasons


The Season of Creation is a month-long prayerful observance that calls the planet's 

2.2 billion Christians to pray and care for God's creation. It's a time to reflect on our 

relationship with the environment — not just "distant" nature, but, crucially, the 

place where we live — and the ways in which our lifestyles and decisions as a            

society can endanger both the natural world and those inhabiting it, both humans and 

other creatures. 

The ecumenical steering committee that plans and promotes the season each year put 

it this way: 

The Season of Creation is a time to renew our relationship with our Creator and all 

creation through celebration, conversion, and commitment together. During the Sea-

son of Creation, we join our sisters and brothers in the ecumenical family in prayer 

and action for our common home. 

It's a time of prayer, contemplation and, increasingly, calls to action. 

The Vatican's integral human development department highlighted the theme earlier 

this year in announcing a special year-long celebration for the fifth anniversary 

of Laudato Si'. It expressed hope that the coming decade might become a " 'Jubilee' 

time for the Earth," lining up with the timeframe scientists say is critical to nearly 

halve global greenhouse gas emissions and put the planet on course to limit average 

temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius.  

https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/vatican-office-invites-church-journey-total-sustainability-next-decade


There is no focus in the church year on God 

the creator, no opportunity to reflect in a             

concentrated way on the foundations of            

redemption and sanctification, namely, the 

very creation itself that is redeemed and            

sanctified. For centuries, our theology, our    

ethics, and our worship have been oriented in 

two dimensions: our relationship with God and 

our human relationships with one another. 

Now it is time to turn our attention to God’s 

relationship with all creation and with our          

relationship with creation (and with God 

through creation). The experience of a Season 

of Creation through four Sundays in the 

church year alone will not bring the transfor-

mation in consciousness we need to address 

the ecological problems we face today in 

God’s creation. Yet unless we can see what 

worship can be like in a season devoted fully 

to Creator and creation, we will probably not 

adequately incorporate care for creation into 

worship throughout the rest of the year. A  

Season of Creation has proven to be valuable 

in its own right. Yet we need the Season of 

Creation to wake us up and show us another 

way to do worship all the time also  



  

MY STORY, OUR STORY, THE STORY 
If we are going to rebuild society, we first need to be rebuilt ourselves. A healthy psyche lives 

within at least three levels of meaning. We might imagine three domes, or containers. The first and 

smallest dome is called My Story, the second larger dome is Our Story, and the third and largest 

dome is The Story. 

In the first dome is my private life: those issues that make me special, inferior or superior, right or 

wrong, depending on how “I” see it. “I” and my feelings and opinions are the reference points for 

everything. Jesus teaches that we must let go of exactly this, and yet this is the very tiny and false 

self that contemporary people take as normative, and even sufficient. 

The next realm of meaning is about Us. Our Story is the dome of our group, our community, our 

country, our church—perhaps our nationality or ethnic group. These groups are the necessary 

training grounds for belonging, attaching, trusting, and loving. Unfortunately, some folks just 

spend their lives defending the boundaries and “glory” of their group. Group egocentricity is even 

more dangerous than personal egocentricity. It looks like greatness when it is often no more than 

disguised egotism. Loyalties at this level have driven most of human history—and most wars—up 

to now. 

The third and largest dome of meaning is THE Story, the realm of universal meaning and the             

patterns that are always true in every culture. This level assures and insures the other two. It holds 

them together in sacred meaning. In fact, we could say that the greater the opposites we can hold 

together, the greater soul we usually have. 

Biblical religion, at its best, honours and combines all three levels: personal journey as raw           

material, communal identity as school and training ground, and an encounter with true                        

transcendence as the integration and gathering place for all the parts together. True transcendence 

frees us from the tyranny of I Am and the idolatry of We Are. Still, when all three are taken                 

seriously, as the Bible does very well, we have a full life—fully human and fully divine. 

The person who lives most of their life grounded within THE Story is the mystic, the prophet, the 

universal human, the saint, the whole one. These are the people who look out at the smaller picture 

with eyes as wide as saucers because they observe from the utterly big picture—with love. If we 

hope for societal reconstruction, it will come from people who can see reality at all three levels 

simultaneously, honouring the divine level and ultimately living inside of the great story line.                                            

Fr Richard Rohr, OFM 



Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during 

this health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook 

page for new materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the  

Sunday Gospel.  Also check out our Links page on the website and you will be  

directed to other useful sites. Remember our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some 

beautiful prayers and reflections can be accessed there. 

 

Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk. 

There is also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative   

Theology. All you have to do is ask to join. 

There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: @LectioMotherwe1, 

@rcmotherwell and @motherwellRE 

Recently a new Facebook page has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult  

Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at deepening our understanding of the 

faith. 

 

The Liturgy of the Hours, the prayers and readings of the Mass and much more can 

be found at www.ibreviary.com 
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Post-Covid church 
STEPHEN REILLY 

Discerning a post-Covid future 

A parish priest argues that priests and people together should discern the future shape of 

their parishes. 
'It is not the time of your judgement, but of our judgement: a time to choose what matters and what passes away, a 

time to separatewhat is necessary from what is not'.1 As parishes emerge from post-Covid hibernation, Pope Francis' 

Urbi et Orbi message challenges us to choose what must pass away and what remain, so that normal business will not 

resume in abnormal times. 
As we wrestle with the new challenges - theological, pastoral, practical - we can turn to a deep and reliable source 

hugely influential upon the Pope himself: the Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius. I would like to highlight particular 

moments in the Exercises which can inspire parishes to shape their future with faith and courage. 
The Principle and Foundation 
The Exercises begin with what is called the Principle and Foundation. With deep optimism and trust in God, this pas-

sage declares that, 'Everything has the potential of calling forth in us a more loving response to our life forever with 

God'.2 The 'everything' which Ignatius is referring to here are the crises of life: sickness, poverty, failure and even 

death: faced with these, we should not seek to avoid them, but maintain a spiritual balance ('indifference'), with our 

only aim and choice being, 'what better leads to God's deepening life in me'.3 So a crisis such as the one imposed by 

Covid is an opportunity, allowing us to refocus all our energies and goals to the basic loving response of 
discipleship. Such a 'streamlining' has pastoral and structural consequences for parishes, and calls for efficient parish 

structures in which, 'customs, ways of doing things, times and schedules, language and structures can be suitably chan-

nelled for the evangelization of today's world rather than for her self-preservation'.4 
Discernment 
How are parishes to develop such structures? The principle of subsidiarity, and the Pope's repeated call for a synodal 

Church, impel us to find solutions which are discerned locally. 
What is discernment, a word so central to the Exercises and to Ignatian spirituality? Put simply, it is, 'The art of appre-

ciating the gifts that God has given us, and discovering how we might best respond to that love in daily life'.5 For Igna-

tius, an awareness of the Lord's call emerges from a careful attentiveness to the pattern of consolations and desolations 

which the community (or individual) perceives over time. By consolations he means deep inner feelings of peace, bal-

ance, growth, creativity, and a desire for closeness with God and service of others. By contrast, desolation brings rest-

lessness, listlessness, and that which 'draws us away from God and things which have to do with God, and to lead us to 

be self-centred, closed in and unconcerned with other people'.6 Desolation as described here is strikingly reminiscent 

of Pope Francis' warning to the Church in his speech at the consistory which elected him Pope: a self-referential 

church which is closed on itself becomes listless and sick, 
Ignatius trusts that God's grace will lead us to discern the pattern of consolation and desolation, and move in the direc-

tion indicated by sustained consolation. In a parish setting, discernment will be applied to questions such as: Where is 

God leading this parish post-Covid? What are the spiritual and practical needs of our parish and wider community, and 

how can we respond with creativity and courage? Critical to this 'discernment of spirits' between consolation and deso-

lation is the question of who is asking the questions, and how the discernment is undertaken. 

 

Who should discern, and how? 
Ignatius insists that wise discernment happen within prayer, hence the life decisions undertaken in the Exercises take 

place the midst of weeks spent contemplating the mysteries of Jesus' ministry and passion. In essence, discernment 

means, "taking seriously the need to pray over each decision',7 while Pope Francis calls it, 'a gift which we must im-

plore'.8 This will entail all decisions being taken in an atmosphere of prayer, with the wider parish community being 

asked to pray for wisdom and guidance ahead of an important decision: might the housebound be entrusted with this as 

a special charism? 
Turning to who should exercise pastoral discernment in parish life, key is Ignatius' insistence on the need to consult 

others. When I remain alone in discerning, I can be prey to confusion, self-interest, laziness and all the wiles of the evil 

one. Ignatius is convinced that we can easily be deceived by the devil as we discern the right path (like Pope Francis, 

he is unabashed in naming the ancient enemy). To counteract this, I must place my dilemmas before, 'an objective oth-

er'9 who can give wise counsel. 

 



In the parish, the pastor has moral and canonical oversight of the parish and a sacred responsibility to act with wisdom. 

It is therefore key that a group of parishioners accompany him on the path of discernment. This 
should be a wisely-chosen, outward-looking group, refreshed frequently in order to avoid a, 'clericalisation of pastoral 

activity'10 , able to 'represent the community of which it is an expression'.11 The Exercises recommend that a commu-

nal discernment process with 'objective others' will be more reliable, benefitting from a wider vision, and less prey to 

narrow agendas and concerns. The process will be 'aerated' rather than stale, with an openness to fresh insights and 

future possibilities. The limitations of each participant will be balanced by the wisdom and strength of the others: 

A variety of lay parishioners 

will bring a greater awareness of the needs of the 

community, with the 

potential for more creative 

solutions to emerge.... 
in particular, the powerful vision of Pope St John Paul II regarding the complementarity of the sexes can inspire a gen-

der balance essential to effective decision making. A variety of lay parishioners will bring a greater awareness of the 

needs of the community, with the potential for more creative solutions to emerge (e.g. initiatives which respond to the 

realities of family and working life). A further Ignatian-inspired advantage of group discernment is that reasons for 

and against a particular course of action can be researched, weighed and discussed in a collegial way by people exer-

cising their professional and personal gifts. 
Finally, Ignatius insists that wise decisions should receive confirmation in some way once they are taken, often in the 

form of fresh consolation. Where this is not forthcoming, he enjoins us to have the humility to change course. The 

fruits of discernment should therefore be subject to confirmation by the whole parish via some form of accountability. 

Regular parish surveys and interaction via social media can encourage this, as well 
as transparency regarding who is part of the decision-making process. Decisions can be reviewed in the light of feed-

back, and adapted or changed accordingly. 

 

Conclusion 
The perceptive, faith-filled insights of the Spiritual Exercises continue to provide fresh impetus to the Church at all 

levels. At this time in history when pastors and faithful alike are open to change, yet are aware of the need to build on 

wisdom of the past, Ignatius emboldens us towards a, 'holy audacity',12 discerning the future together in an atmosphere 

of prayer, with complete faith in God, and rooted in Jesus Christ and his Kingdom. At a time of unprecedented anxie-

ty, we are invited to cast out into the deep, trusting in the perfect love which casts out fear as we 'recognise the paths 

that lead to complete freedom'.13 
1 Pope Francis, Extraordinary Moment of Prayer and Urbi ei Orbi, Friday, 27 March 2020. 
2 Fleming, D. L. (1996). Draw Me Into Your Friendship: The Spiritual Exercises, p. 27. Italics mine. 
3 Ibid. 
* Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium: On the proclamation of the Gospel in today's world, 27. 
* Lonsdale, D. (1990). Eyes to See, Ears to Hear: An Introduction to Ignatian Spirituality. London: DLT, p. 64. 
6 Ibid, p. 71. 
7 Martin, J. (2010). The Jesuit Guide to (Almost) Everything: A Spirituality for Real Life. New York: HarperOne, p. 305. 
* Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exultate: On the Call to Holiness in Today's World, 166. 
9 O'Donnell, J. (1995). Prayer in the Catechism: An Ignatian Approach. New York: Geoffrey Chapman, p. 71. 
IIJ Congregation for the Clergy (2020). Instruction "The pastoral conversion of the Parish community in the service of the 

evangelising mission of the Church", 38. 
11  Ibid, 112. 
12 Ibid, 124. 
13  Gaudete et Exultate, 168. 
Stephen Reilly is a priest of the Diocese of Motherwell residing in  St Columbkille's Rutherglen and Coordinator 

of Spiritual and Pastoral Formation at the School of Education at the University of Glasgow. 



  

 

 

 

Private visits to the church  

 

The church is now open for the public celebration of Mass. It will remain open  

Sunday to Thursday 9am-8pm, Friday 9am-1pm, Saturday 3pm-8pm for private 

prayer. To ensure the safety of all who visit, only the Gathering Area will be  

accessible. 

 

When paying a visit for private prayer: 

 

 Sanitize your hands upon entering 

 Choose any seat whilst maintaining social distancing 

 When you have finished, sanitize your hands 

 Take the large bottle of sanitizer and spray all over the seat you have used. 

There is no need to wipe it. 

 Sanitize your hands again before leaving 

 

Please try your best not to touch any surface other than the chair you are using. Also 

note that the toilet is not available for use.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.stathanasiuscarluke.org/


RE-OPENING OUR CHURCH FOR MASS 

Our church is now open for public Mass. Please keep the following in mind: 

1.    The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. If you choose to 

come to Mass, please consider attending Mass during the week, to take pressure off 

the Masses on Saturday evening and Sunday morning. If you feel anxious about  

taking part in Mass with others or feel that you are vulnerable in any way, please do 

not hesitate to stay at home nor feel guilty about it. Mass will continue to be live 

streamed. 

2.  The capacity of the church will be reduced due to social distancing.  

 This means you will need to book your place for the Mass you choose to                

attend. If you do not have a seat booked, you are not guaranteed entry. 

This is to ensure that each person who comes to Mass already has a seat              

allocated.  

 Couples will be able to sit together, as will families from the same household.  

 To book:                                                                                                                        

Please book online if possible from the Homepage of the parish website. If you 

are not online, ask a member of your family or a fellow parishioner to book for 

you. If this is still not possible, telephone/text 07907 609182  and leave a          

message. For more information, go to the page in the bulletin BOOKING 

YOUR SEAT FOR MASS 

 If you are booking for people outwith your household, please indicate this and also 

their names, and phone numbers. This ensures not only that they are guaranteed 

a seat but also that we have a record of everyone present.  

 Please make your booking as early as possible. Also remember to cancel if for 

whatever reason you cannot take up your booking.  

3.  Apart from children under 5 and people with a diagnosed health issue,                    

 everyone must wear a face-covering before entering the church and during the                   

 celebration of Mass. 

4. Each parishioner will be greeted at the door by ushers. You will be asked to 

stand in front of the camera for your temperature to be taken. If a high tempera-

ture is recorded, you will be tested once again by a hand-held thermometer. If 

your temperature is still too high, you will be asked to return home. Both tests 

are anonymous. Sanitising liquid will be available as you enter and leave and 

must be used. The toilet will not be available for use. 



6.  Everyone will remain seated throughout Mass which will last 30-35 minutes. 

7.  Holy Communion will be distributed at the very end of Mass, after the final 

 blessing and dismissal. For the reception of Holy Communion, please follow 

 the directions of the usher who will indicate when to leave your seat. The     

 congregation will present themselves according to where they are seated: first, 

 those seated around the organ, then those seated on Our Lady’s side, then those 

 on the Sacred Heart’s side, finally those seated in the Oratory. Once you have 

 received Holy Communion, please sanitise your hands once more, then leave 

 the church immediately by the side door. Make you way to the front of the 

 church where you can wait for your family and friends.  

8.   Baskets will be available at each door for your weekly contribution.                             

 Please consider donating through a Standing Order.  

9.  The Church will be sanitised after every Mass. 

10.  You can volunteer if you are over 16. The over 70s can also volunteer as 

 long as they have no underlying health issue. This is a wonderful opportunity 

 for our young people to contribute not only to our parish  life but  also to be     

 involved in the nation’s struggle against the virus. I know you will appreciate 

 this code of practice has been drawn up to protect your health and the health of 

 others. Your co-operation will be deeply appreciated 

  

These are challenging times for the parish and the Church. Thank you for your          

patience, forbearance and support. This is also a time of many graces and blessings 

and a God-given opportunity for us to grow as a community of faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR MASS 
(Please print off this sheet for family members and friends who are not online) 

 

 

You can book your seat for Mass by going to our parish website 

www.stathanasiuscarluke.org and by following the instructions there. The booking  

system is very easy to follow. 

 

Everyone who can is asked to use online booking. This ensures not only that your 

seat is reserved but also that your name and details are recorded in case you need to 

be contacted. These details will be deleted after 3 weeks. 

 

If you are making multiple bookings, you must do these separately. For instance, you 

may be requesting tickets for six people; three from the same household, one couple 

and one individual. This means you would have to make 3 bookings: one for a  

family block, one for a couple’s seating and one for an individual. 

 

Only members of the same household may sit together. 

 

If you are not online, please ask a family member or fellow parishioner to book 

on your behalf. Your name and contact details must be entered into the system, 

not those of the person booking for you. The person booking should enter their 

own email address. 

 

If for whatever reason you cannot make your booking online, you can do so by  

calling 07907 609182. Please leave a voicemail with 

 

   Your name 

   Your phone number 

   Your choice of Mass (day and date) 

   The number of seats required and the names of those requesting the 

  seats 

 

You will receive a text or call to confirm your request. 

 

This is a very different way of coming to our celebration of Mass together but it is 

necessary during these challenging times. Please have patience and forbearance. 

Very quickly we’ll all grow accustomed to this process and hopefully it will become 

second nature to us. If you have any questions, please contact Fr Magill. 

 

 

 

 

 



HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am.  
Monday-Friday: 10am.At some time in our lives we have to confront an image of God as a 
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Mobile No: 07789708192; email: thomas2magill@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org 
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook. 

Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly (email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org) 

 
           

stathanasiuscarluke                  @saintaths             bit.ly/youtubestathanasiuscarluke                   

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for September; Respect for the Planet's                     

Resources—We pray that the planet's resources will not be plundered, but shared in 

a just and respectful manner.  

SUNDAY TAKEAWAY: At some time in our lives we have to confront an image of 

God as a magician - an all powerful Superman, who can fix anything, if he only 

chose to.  Part of the reason why this image is so difficult to give up is that we may 

not know what to replace it with.  A path to prayer opens up when we let God be the 

tender, compassionate God of the scriptures and when we let Jesus reveal God's 

Good News to us.  In this faith, God does not manage the world like a puppeteer, 

pulling strings to suspend natural laws in capricious response to individuals' pray-

ers.  In faith, God is revealed as a God of power, in the midst of those places where 

God is most power-less.  In faith, God grieves with us at the tragedies of life.  In 

faith, we are freed by the Good News that God has overcome the ultimate power of 

sin and death.  God has not prevented sin and death from happening.  When we be-

lieve in God's mercy and trust that our lives were created for eternal life in God, we 

are liberated from a fear of sin and death which can paralyze us.  

This month’s Lucky Numbers Draw: 1st No 16 Helena Paterson £125;  2nd No 29           
William Chapman £75; 3rd No 6 Eddie Lebida £50. Please contact Eddie Kelly at 
treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org for your winnings. 

Please remember to 

book online your seat 

for Mass. See guidance 

BOOKING YOUR 

SEAT FOR MASS  

given in this bulletin. 

Every good wish to our 

schoolchildren and school 

staff who have now start-

ed back. May the Lord 

protect and guard them 

and inspire them to grow 

in knowledge and faith.  

A warm welcome to Fr Matt McManus, a retired priest of the Diocese of                
Galloway, who will celebrate our Sunday Mass this week and next. We thank him 
for his presence and assistance. Fr Magill returns a week on Monday, 7th Sept. 

SEPTEMBER IS THE MONTH OF OUR LADY OF SORROWS 

WHOSE FEASTDAY FALLS ON 15th 
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