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Sunday’s Readings 

FIRST READING 

Ezekiel 33:7-9 

If you do not speak out to dissuade the wicked from his way, I will hold you                  

responsible for his death. 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel 
 

Thus says the LORD: 

You, son of man, I have appointed watchman for the house of Israel; 

   when you hear me say anything, you shall warn them for me. 

If I tell the wicked, “O wicked one, you shall surely die,” 

   and you do not speak out to dissuade the wicked from his way, 

   the wicked shall die for his guilt, 

   but I will hold you responsible for his death. 

But if you warn the wicked, 

   trying to turn him from his way, 

   and he refuses to turn from his way, 

   he shall die for his guilt, 

   but you shall save yourself. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 

R.  If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

Come, let us sing joyfully to the LORD; 

   let us acclaim the rock of our salvation. 

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

   let us joyfully sing psalms to him. 

 

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

 



Come, let us bow down in worship; 

   let us kneel before the LORD who made us. 

For he is our God, 

   and we are the people he shepherds, the flock he guides. 

 

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

 

Oh, that today you would hear his voice: 

   “Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 

   as in the day of Massah in the desert, 

Where your fathers tempted me; 

   they tested me though they had seen my works.” 

 

R. If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

 

SECOND READING 

Romans 13:8-10 

Love is the fulfilment of the law. 

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 
 

Brothers and sisters: 

Owe nothing to anyone, except to love one another; 

   for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 

The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; 

   you shall not kill; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” 

   and whatever other commandment there may be, 

   are summed up in this saying, namely, 

   “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” 

Love does no evil to the neighbour; 

   hence, love is the fulfilment of the law. 



HYMNS FOR MASS: 

Entrance 965; Com-

munion 720 & 629; Ex-

it 964.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

2 Corinthians 5:19 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ 

and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 

 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL 

Matthew 18:15-20 

If your brother or sister listens to you, you have won them over. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

“If your brother sins against you, 

   go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. 

If he listens to you, you have won over your brother. 

If he does not listen, 

   take one or two others along with you, 

   so that ‘every fact may be established 

   on the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 

If he refuses to listen to them, tell the church. 

If he refuses to listen even to the church, 

   then treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax collector. 

Amen, I say to you, 

   whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, 

   and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

Again, amen, I say to you, 

   if two of you agree on earth 

   about anything for which they are to pray, 

   it shall be granted to them by my heavenly Father. 

For where two or three are gathered together in my name, 

   there am I in the midst of them.” 



A  REFLECTION ON TODAY’S GOSPEL 

In the Gospel of today and of tomorrow we read and meditate on the second half of 

the Discourse on the Community. Today’s Gospel speaks about fraternal correction 

(Mt 18:15-18) and of prayer in common (Mt 18:19-20). The Gospel of tomorrow 

speaks about pardon (Mt 18:21-22) and presents the parable of pardon without             

limitations (Mt 18:23-35). The key word in this second part is “to forgive”. The            

accent is on reconciliation. In order that there may be reconciliation which will allow 

the little ones to return, it is important to know how to dialogue and to forgive,            

because the foundation of fraternity is the gratuitous love of God. It is only in this 

way that the community will be a sign of the Kingdom. It is not easy to forgive. 

There is a certain grief which continues to strike the heart as with a hammer. There 

are those who say, “I forgive, but I do not forget!” There is resentment, tensions, 

clashes, diverse opinions, and offenses, provocations which render pardon and             

reconciliation difficult. 

• The organization of the words of Jesus in the five Great Discourses of the Gospel 

of Matthew indicates that at the end of the first century, the communities had very 

concrete forms of catechesis. The Discourse of the Community (Mt 18:1-35), for         

example,  gives updated instructions of how to proceed in case of any conflict 

among the members of the community and how to find criteria to solve the conflicts. 

Matthew gathers together those sayings of Jesus which can help the communities of 

the end of the first century to overcome the two more acute problems which they had 

to face at that moment, that is, the exodus of the little ones because of the scandal 

given by some and the need to dialogue in order to overcome the rigor of others in 

accepting the little ones, the poor, in the community.  

• Matthew 18:15-18: Fraternal correction and the power to forgive. These verses 

give simple norms of how to proceed in case of conflicts in the community. If a 

brother or a sister should sin, if they had behaviour not in accordance to the life of 

the community, they should not be denounced immediately. First, it is necessary to 

try to speak with them alone. Then it is necessary to try to know the reasons of the 

other. If no results are obtained, then it is necessary to take two or three persons of 

the community to see if it is possible to obtain some result. Only in extreme cases is 

it necessary to expose the problem to the whole community. If the person refuses to 

listen to the community, then they should be considered by you as “a sinner or a             

pagan”, that is, as someone who is not part of the community. Therefore, it is not 

you who excludes, but it is the person himself/herself who excludes himself/herself. 

The community gathered together only verifies or ratifies the exclusion. The grace to 

be able to forgive and to reconcile in the name of God was given to Peter (Mt 

16:19), to the Apostles ( Jn 20: 23) and, here in the Discourse on the Community, to 

the community itself (Mt 18:18). This reveals the importance of the decisions which 

the community assumes in regard to its members.  

 



Matthew 18:19: Prayer in common. The exclusion does not mean that the person is 

abandoned to his/her own fate. No! The person may be separated from the communi-

ty, but will never be separated from God. In the case in which the conversation in the 

community does not produce any result, and the person does not want to be integrat-

ed in the life of the community, there still remains the last possibility to remain to-

gether with the Father to obtain reconciliation, and Jesus guarantees that the Father 

will listen: “If two of you agree to ask anything at all, it will be granted to you by 

My Father in Heaven; for where two or three meet in My Name, I am there among 

them”. 

 

Matthew 18:20: The presence of Jesus in the community. The reason of the certainty 

of being heard by the Father is the promise of Jesus: “Because where there are two 

or three who meet in My name, I am there among them!” Jesus is the center, the ax-

is, of the community, and, as such, together with the community, will always be 

praying with us to the Father, in order that He may grant the gift of the return of the 

brother or the sister who have excluded themselves.   

Personal questions 

Why is it so difficult to forgive? In our community, is there some space for                    

reconciliation? In which way? 

 

Jesus says: "For wherever there are two or three who meet in My Name, I am also 

there among them”. What does this mean for us today?  

 

What is the balance between forgiveness and the protection of others which we have 

responsibility for? Both as individuals and as a society or community, what does it 

mean to forgive, forget, and still protect the vulnerable?  

The Order of the Carmelites 

 



The Season of Creation is a month-long prayerful observance that calls the planet's 

2.2 billion Christians to pray and care for God's creation. It's a time to reflect on our 

relationship with the environment — not just "distant" nature, but, crucially, the 

place where we live — and the ways in which our lifestyles and decisions as a            

society can endanger both the natural world and those inhabiting it, both humans and 

other creatures. 

The ecumenical steering committee that plans and promotes the season each year put 

it this way: 

The Season of Creation is a time to renew our relationship with our Creator and all 

creation through celebration, conversion, and commitment together. During the Sea-

son of Creation, we join our sisters and brothers in the ecumenical family in prayer 

and action for our common home. 

It's a time of prayer, contemplation and, increasingly, calls to action. 

The Vatican's integral human development department highlighted the theme earlier 

this year in announcing a special year-long celebration for the fifth anniversary 

of Laudato Si'. It expressed hope that the coming decade might become a " 'Jubilee' 

time for the Earth," lining up with the timeframe scientists say is critical to nearly 

halve global greenhouse gas emissions and put the planet on course to limit average 

temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius.  

https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/vatican-office-invites-church-journey-total-sustainability-next-decade


There is no focus in the church year on God 

the creator, no opportunity to reflect in a             

concentrated way on the foundations of            

redemption and sanctification, namely, the 

very creation itself that is redeemed and            

sanctified. For centuries, our theology, our    

ethics, and our worship have been oriented in 

two dimensions: our relationship with God and 

our human relationships with one another. 

Now it is time to turn our attention to God’s 

relationship with all creation and with our          

relationship with creation (and with God 

through creation). The experience of a Season 

of Creation through four Sundays in the 

church year alone will not bring the transfor-

mation in consciousness we need to address 

the ecological problems we face today in 

God’s creation. Yet unless we can see what 

worship can be like in a season devoted fully 

to Creator and creation, we will probably not 

adequately incorporate care for creation into 

worship throughout the rest of the year. A  

Season of Creation has proven to be valuable 

in its own right. Yet we need the Season of 

Creation to wake us up and show us another 

way to do worship all the time also  



 Combining care for our common home with the an-
cient tradition of the works of mercy, Pope Francis 
leads us beyond our customary modes of thinking, 
which finds it odd to think of being merciful to a lake 
or a grove of trees. To care takes us beyond the     
relationship of good stewardship. A steward does not 
have to love. But a parent loves and cares for a child, 
even to the point of sacrificing everything. A home is 
not simply a useful thing: we cling to the home where 
we are nurtured, kept safe, and learn our distinct             
cultural identity. Our earthly home cares for us; with Francis of Assisi and like so many 
Indigenous peoples, Pope Francis recognises that God sustains and governs us through 
our Sister, Mother Earth. 

Misericordia engages us with the hungry when giving them something to eat is not only 
an external gesture, but responds to an impulse of the heart. And it is also the link which 
connects us to the generous earth when we truly care for our common home. ‘Care’ is 
heartfelt like misericordia, and ‘home’ is the inseparable vessel of our journey towards   
human plenitude. As integral ecology indicates, ‘care for our common home’ is the             
constant commitment to safeguard and perfect God’s gift of creation. 

Education in environmental responsibility can encourage 

ways of acting which directly and significantly affect the 

world around us, such as avoiding the use of plastic and 

paper, reducing water consumption, separating refuse, 

cooking only what can reasonably be consumed, showing 

care for other living beings, using public transport or             

car-pooling, planting trees, turning off unnecessary lights, 

or any number of other practices. All of these reflect a 

generous and worthy creativity which brings out the best in human beings.                  

Reusing something instead of immediately discarding it, when done for the right 

reasons, can be an act of love which expresses our own dignity. (Pope Francis, 

Laudato Si, 19) 

 



Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during 

this health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook 

page for new materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the  

Sunday Gospel.  Also check out our Links page on the website and you will be  

directed to other useful sites. Remember our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some 

beautiful prayers and reflections can be accessed there. 

 

Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk. 

There is also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative   

Theology. All you have to do is ask to join. 

There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: @LectioMotherwe1, 

@rcmotherwell and @motherwellRE 

Recently a new Facebook page has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult  

Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at deepening our understanding of the 

faith. 

 

The Liturgy of the Hours, the prayers and readings of the Mass and much more can 

be found at www.ibreviary.com 
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ON MEDITATION AND CONTEMPLATION 

When we enter [into] meditation [or contemplative prayer], it is like a “mini-death,” at 

least from the perspective of the ego. . . . We let go of our self-talk, our interior dialogue, 

our fears, wants, needs, preferences, daydreams, and fantasies. . . . We simply entrust 

ourselves to a deeper aliveness, gently pulling the plug on that tendency of the mind to 

want to check in with itself all the time. In this sense, meditation is a mini-rehearsal for 

the hour of our own death, in which the same thing will happen. There comes a moment 

when the ego is no longer able to hold us together, and our identity is cast to the mercy of 

Being itself. This is the existential experience of “losing one’s life.”. . . 

Just as in meditation [and contemplative prayer] we participate in the death of Christ, we 

also participate in his resurrection. . . . For twenty minutes we [i.e., our ego or separate 

self] have not been holding ourselves in life, and yet life remains. Something has held us 

and carried us. And this same something, we gradually come to trust, will hold and carry 

us at the hour of our death. To know this—really know this—is the beginning of resurrec-

tion life. . . . 

Virtually all the great spiritual traditions of the world share the conviction that humanity 

is the victim of a tragic case of mistaken identity. There is a “self” and a Self, and our fatal 

mistake lies in confusing the two. The egoic self . . . is in virtually every spiritual tradition 

immediately dispatched to the realm of the illusory, or at best, transitory. It is the impost-

er who claims to be the whole. This imposter can become a good servant, but it is a dan-

gerous master. Awakening—which in Jesus’ teaching really boils down to the capacity to 

perceive and act in accordance with the higher laws of the Kingdom of Heaven—is a mat-

ter of piercing through the charade of the smaller self to develop a stable connection with 

the greater Self . . . becoming intimate with our spiritual identity, the sense of selfhood 

carried in our spiritual awareness. . . . 

Through meditation [like Centering Prayer] it gradually becomes ingrained in us that 

“losing one’s life,” regardless of the action that may ultimately be required of us in the 

outer world, entails first and foremost a passage from our ordinary awareness to our spir-

itual one, because only at this deeper level of non-fearbased, wholistic perception will we 

be able to understand what is actually required of us. Cynthia Bourgeault 



  

 

 

 

Private visits to the church  

 

The church is now open for the public celebration of Mass. It will remain open  

Sunday to Thursday 9am-8pm, Friday 9am-1pm, Saturday 3pm-8pm for private 

prayer. To ensure the safety of all who visit, only the Gathering Area will be  

accessible. 

 

When paying a visit for private prayer: 

 

 Sanitize your hands upon entering 

 Choose any seat whilst maintaining social distancing 

 When you have finished, sanitize your hands 

 Take the large bottle of sanitizer and spray all over the seat you have used. 

There is no need to wipe it. 

 Sanitize your hands again before leaving 

 

Please try your best not to touch any surface other than the chair you are using. Also 

note that the toilet is not available for use.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.stathanasiuscarluke.org/


RE-OPENING OUR CHURCH FOR MASS 

Our church is now open for public Mass. Please keep the following in mind: 

1.    The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. If you choose to 

come to Mass, please consider attending Mass during the week, to take pressure off 

the Masses on Saturday evening and Sunday morning. If you feel anxious about  

taking part in Mass with others or feel that you are vulnerable in any way, please do 

not hesitate to stay at home nor feel guilty about it. Mass will continue to be live 

streamed. 

2.  The capacity of the church will be reduced due to social distancing.  

 This means you will need to book your place for the Mass you choose to                

attend. If you do not have a seat booked, you are not guaranteed entry. 

This is to ensure that each person who comes to Mass already has a seat              

allocated.  

 Couples will be able to sit together, as will families from the same household.  

 To book:                                                                                                                        

Please book online if possible from the Homepage of the parish website. If you 

are not online, ask a member of your family or a fellow parishioner to book for 

you. If this is still not possible, telephone/text 07907 609182  and leave a          

message. For more information, go to the page in the bulletin BOOKING 

YOUR SEAT FOR MASS 

 If you are booking for people outwith your household, please indicate this and also 

their names, and phone numbers. This ensures not only that they are guaranteed 

a seat but also that we have a record of everyone present.  

 Please make your booking as early as possible. Also remember to cancel if for 

whatever reason you cannot take up your booking.  

3.  Apart from children under 5 and people with a diagnosed health issue,                    

 everyone must wear a face-covering before entering the church and during the                   

 celebration of Mass. 

4. Each parishioner will be greeted at the door by ushers. You will be asked to 

stand in front of the camera for your temperature to be taken. If a high tempera-

ture is recorded, you will be tested once again by a hand-held thermometer. If 

your temperature is still too high, you will be asked to return home. Both tests 

are anonymous. Sanitising liquid will be available as you enter and leave and 

must be used. The toilet will not be available for use. 



6.  Everyone will remain seated throughout Mass which will last 30-35 minutes. 

7.  Holy Communion will be distributed at the very end of Mass, after the final 

 blessing and dismissal. For the reception of Holy Communion, please follow 

 the directions of the usher who will indicate when to leave your seat. The     

 congregation will present themselves according to where they are seated: first, 

 those seated around the organ, then those seated on Our Lady’s side, then those 

 on the Sacred Heart’s side, finally those seated in the Oratory. Once you have 

 received Holy Communion, please sanitise your hands once more, then leave 

 the church immediately by the side door. Make you way to the front of the 

 church where you can wait for your family and friends.  

8.   Baskets will be available at each door for your weekly contribution.                             

 Please consider donating through a Standing Order.  

9.  The Church will be sanitised after every Mass. 

10.  You can volunteer if you are over 16. The over 70s can also volunteer as 

 long as they have no underlying health issue. This is a wonderful opportunity 

 for our young people to contribute not only to our parish  life but  also to be     

 involved in the nation’s struggle against the virus. I know you will appreciate 

 this code of practice has been drawn up to protect your health and the health of 

 others. Your co-operation will be deeply appreciated 

  

These are challenging times for the parish and the Church. Thank you for your          

patience, forbearance and support. This is also a time of many graces and blessings 

and a God-given opportunity for us to grow as a community of faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR MASS 
(Please print off this sheet for family members and friends who are not online) 

 

 

You can book your seat for Mass by going to our parish website 

www.stathanasiuscarluke.org and by following the instructions there. The booking  

system is very easy to follow. 

 

Everyone who can is asked to use online booking. This ensures not only that your 

seat is reserved but also that your name and details are recorded in case you need to 

be contacted. These details will be deleted after 3 weeks. 

 

If you are making multiple bookings, you must do these separately. For instance, you 

may be requesting tickets for six people; three from the same household, one couple 

and one individual. This means you would have to make 3 bookings: one for a  

family block, one for a couple’s seating and one for an individual. 

 

Only members of the same household may sit together. 

 

If you are not online, please ask a family member or fellow parishioner to book 

on your behalf. Your name and contact details must be entered into the system, 

not those of the person booking for you. The person booking should enter their 

own email address. 

 

If for whatever reason you cannot make your booking online, you can do so by  

calling 07907 609182. Please leave a voicemail with 

 

   Your name 

   Your phone number 

   Your choice of Mass (day and date) 

   The number of seats required and the names of those requesting the 

  seats 

 

You will receive a text or call to confirm your request. 

 

This is a very different way of coming to our celebration of Mass together but it is 

necessary during these challenging times. Please have patience and forbearance. 

Very quickly we’ll all grow accustomed to this process and hopefully it will become 

second nature to us. If you have any questions, please contact Fr Magill. 

 

 

 

 

 



HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am. Monday-Friday: 
10am.SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request. 

21 Mount Stewart Street, Carluke, ML8 5EB. Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas F. Magill. Tel: 01555 771250.  
Mobile No: 07789708192; email: thomas2magill@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org 
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook. 

Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly (email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org) 

 
           

stathanasiuscarluke                  @saintaths             bit.ly/youtubestathanasiuscarluke                   

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for September; Respect for the Planet's                     

Resources—We pray that the planet's resources will not be plundered, but shared in 

a just and respectful manner.  

SUNDAY TAKEAWAY: 

OUR LADY OF SORROWS 

SEPTEMBER IS THE MONTH OF OUR      

LADY OF SORROWS WHOSE FEASTDAY 

FALLS ON 15th 

  
REMEMBER, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that 

never was it known that anyone who fled to thy 

protection, implored thy help, or sought thy               

intercession was left unaided. Inspired with this 

confidence, I fly to thee, O Virgin of virgins, my 

Mother; to thee do I come; before thee I stand,                                      

sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word                  

Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in thy    

mercy hear and answer me.                                          

Amen.  

This month’s Lucky Numbers Draw: 1st No 16 Helena Paterson £125;  2nd No 29           
William Chapman £75; 3rd No 6 Eddie Lebida £50. Please contact Eddie Kelly at 
treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org for your winnings. 

Please remember to book online 

your seat for Mass. See guidance 

BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR 

MASS given in this bulletin. Thanks 

to everyone for your cooperation 

and patience. 

Fr McManus leaves for home today. We thank him for his presence and                   
assistance during the past two weeks and we look forward to seeing him again.    
Fr Magill returns tomorrow Monday, 7th Sept. 

Jack Green and his family would like to thank friends and parishioners for the cards 

and messages of condolence they received at the death of Helen.  
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