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Sunday’s Readings
FIRST READING
Sirach 27:30-28:7

Forgive your neighbour’s injustice; then when you pray, your own sins will be
forgiven.
A reading from the Book of Sirach

Wrath and anger are hateful things,

yet the sinner hugs them tight.
The vengeful will suffer the LORD’s vengeance,
for he remembers their sins in detail.
Forgive your neighbour’s injustice;
then when you pray, your own sins will be forgiven.
Could anyone nourish anger against another
and expect healing from the LORD?
Could anyone refuse mercy to another like himself,
can he seek pardon for his own sins?
If one who is but flesh cherishes wrath,
who will forgive his sins?
Remember your last days, set enmity aside;
remember death and decay, and cease from sin!
Think of the commandments, hate not your neighbour;
remember the Most High’s covenant, and overlook faults.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12
R. The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger, and rich in compassion.
Bless the LORD, O my soul;
and all my being, bless his holy name.
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits.
R. The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger, and rich in compassion.

He will not always chide,
nor does he keep his wrath forever.
Not according to our sins does he deal with us,
nor does he requite us according to our crimes.
R. The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger, and rich in compassion.
For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so surpassing is his kindness toward those who fear him.
As far as the east is from the west,
so far has he put our transgressions from us.
R. The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger, and rich in compassion.

SECOND READING
Romans 14:7-9
Whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans

Brothers and sisters:

None of us lives for oneself, and no one dies for oneself.
For if we live, we live for the Lord,
and if we die, we die for the Lord;
so then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.
For this is why Christ died and came to life,
that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
John 13:34
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
I give you a new commandment, says the Lord;
love one another as I have loved you.

R. Alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL
Matthew 18:21-35
I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Peter approached Jesus and asked him,

“Lord, if my brother sins against me,
how often must I forgive?
As many as seven times?”
Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times.
That is why the kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king
who decided to settle accounts with his servants.
When he began the accounting,
a debtor was brought before him who owed him a huge amount.
Since he had no way of paying it back,
his master ordered him to be sold,
along with his wife, his children, and all his property,
in payment of the debt.
At that, the servant fell down, did him homage, and said,
‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in full.’
Moved with compassion the master of that servant
let him go and forgave him the loan.
When that servant had left, he found one of his fellow servants
who owed him a much smaller amount.
He seized him and started to choke him, demanding,
‘Pay back what you owe.’
Falling to his knees, his fellow servant begged him,
‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’
But he refused.
Instead, he had the fellow servant put in prison
until he paid back the debt.
Now when his fellow servants saw what had happened,
they were deeply disturbed, and went to their master
and reported the whole affair.
His master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant!
I forgave you your entire debt because you begged me to.
Should you not have had pity on your fellow servant,
as I had pity on you?’
Then in anger his master handed him over to the torturers
until he should pay back the whole debt.
So will my heavenly Father do to you,
unless each of you forgives your brother from your heart.”
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A REFLECTION ON TODAY’S GOSPEL
Peter begins by establishing what he and we might consider a rather high bar of
forgiveness, a significant concession to those who might hurt us. Should I forgive
someone as many as seven times? That seems generous if not munificent. After all,
aren’t second (let alone seventh!) chances exceedingly rare in our lives?
But Jesus, as he often does, poses a radical suggestion: not seven but 77 times are we
to forgive. Of course, what Jesus is suggesting is not a larger ledger upon which we
can keep track of offenses. He’s not merely requiring an additional number of
gracious acts. Instead, he is suggesting there is no need for a ledger whatsoever.
Forgiveness is a deep reservoir of grace that ought never to run dry. Why not?
As we answer this question, we should note Jesus’ parabolic response. Jesus seems
to treasure teaching in parables. He is a vivid storyteller. He casts simple but
memorable stories that communicate profound and life-altering truths. This might
explain the continued ubiquity in our culture of the images Jesus cast and the
perpetuity of his teachings.
We never learn of the source of the king’s pity. His motives could be pure or
muddled. This insight is an excellent reminder that Jesus’ parables are rarely simply
allegories, wherein characters can be easily attached to God or us in the drama of
salvation. Not all kings are stand-ins for God in the parables; instead, we may find
God in the interstices of this stories as much as in their explicit characters.
Jesus concludes by noting the seriousness of our forgiveness of others. Just as the
faithful hold the ability to bind and loose, our unwillingness to forgive will redound
on us. Forgiveness is neither optional nor contingent. Why? Because God’s
forgiveness knows no end and so also should our relationships be governed by a
grace that knows no bounds. Eric Barreto
Lord God,
You want us to live our faith
not so much as a set of rules and practices
but as a relationship from person to person
with You and with people. Keep our hearts
turned to You,
that we may live what we believe
and that we may express our love for You
in terms of service to those around us,
as Jesus did, Your Son,
who lives with You and the Holy Spirit
forever and ever. Amen.

OUR LADY OF SORROWS
SEPTEMBER IS THE MONTH OF OUR LADY OF SORROWS WHOSE
FEASTDAY IS THIS TUESDAY, 15th
REMEMBER, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or sought thy intercession
was left unaided. Inspired with this confidence, I fly to thee, O Virgin of virgins,
my Mother; to thee do I come; before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O
Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy hear
and answer me.
Amen.

The Season of Creation is a month-long prayerful observance that calls the planet's
2.2 billion Christians to pray and care for God's creation. It's a time to reflect on our
relationship with the environment — not just "distant" nature, but, crucially, the
place where we live — and the ways in which our lifestyles and decisions as a
society can endanger both the natural world and those inhabiting it, both humans and
other creatures.
The ecumenical steering committee that plans and promotes the season each year put
it this way:
The Season of Creation is a time to renew our relationship with our Creator and all
creation through celebration, conversion, and commitment together. During the
Season of Creation, we join our sisters and brothers in the ecumenical family in
prayer and action for our common home.
It's a time of prayer, contemplation and, increasingly, calls to action.
The Vatican's integral human development department highlighted the theme earlier
this year in announcing a special year-long celebration for the fifth anniversary
of Laudato Si'. It expressed hope that the coming decade might become a " 'Jubilee'
time for the Earth," lining up with the timeframe scientists say is critical to nearly
halve global greenhouse gas emissions and put the planet on course to limit average
temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius.

There is no focus in the church year on God
the creator, no opportunity to reflect in a
concentrated way on the foundations of
redemption and sanctification, namely, the
very creation itself that is redeemed and
sanctified. For centuries, our theology, our
ethics, and our worship have been oriented in
two dimensions: our relationship with God and
our human relationships with one another.
Now it is time to turn our attention to God’s
relationship with all creation and with our
relationship with creation (and with God
through creation). The experience of a Season
of Creation through four Sundays in the
church year alone will not bring the transformation in consciousness we need to address
the ecological problems we face today in
God’s creation. Yet unless we can see what
worship can be like in a season devoted fully
to Creator and creation, we will probably not
adequately incorporate care for creation into
worship throughout the rest of the year. A
Season of Creation has proven to be valuable
in its own right. Yet we need the Season of
Creation to wake us up and show us another
way to do worship all the time also

Combining care for our common home with the ancient tradition of the works of mercy, Pope Francis
leads us beyond our customary modes of thinking,
which finds it odd to think of being merciful to a lake
or a grove of trees. To care takes us beyond the
relationship of good stewardship. A steward does not
have to love. But a parent loves and cares for a child,
even to the point of sacrificing everything. A home is
not simply a useful thing: we cling to the home where
we are nurtured, kept safe, and learn our distinct
cultural identity. Our earthly home cares for us; with
Francis of Assisi and like so many Indigenous peoples, Pope Francis recognises that God
sustains and governs us through our Sister, Mother Earth.
Misericordia engages us with the hungry when giving them something to eat is not only
an external gesture, but responds to an impulse of the heart. And it is also the link which
connects us to the generous earth when we truly care for our common home. ‘Care’ is
heartfelt like misericordia, and ‘home’ is the inseparable vessel of our journey towards
human plenitude. As integral ecology indicates, ‘care for our common home’ is the
constant commitment to safeguard and perfect God’s gift of creation.

Education in environmental responsibility can encourage
ways of acting which directly and significantly affect the
world around us, such as avoiding the use of plastic and
paper, reducing water consumption, separating refuse,
cooking only what can reasonably be consumed, showing
care for other living beings, using public transport or
car-pooling, planting trees, turning off unnecessary lights,
or any number of other practices. All of these reflect a
generous and worthy creativity which brings out the best
in human beings.
Reusing something instead of immediately discarding
it, when done for the right reasons, can be an act of love which expresses our own
dignity. (Pope Francis, Laudato Si, 19)

Any indigenous person / community anywhere in the world might say the same.
‘Jubilee for the Earth: New Rhythms and new hope’ is the theme for this year’s
season of creation. It invites us to renew our relationship with the Creator and the
creation through 3 Cs: Celebration, Conversion and Commitment.
Celebration: The mere thought of celebrating life and creation takes me back to my
celebrations of Pachamama day with the indigenous in Bolivia and the Karam
festival with adivasis in Central India. In both these places, they celebrate their
inseparable relationship with nature and with God. Their life is intimately connected
to land, water and forest. An indigenous elder in Ecuador says, “The big trees are my
grandparents. They speak to me. I feel very sad when I think about what will happen
in a long time. The world is changing. Our goal is to protect this area and our culture
so it will be alive for many years.”
Conversion: The pandemic has amply revealed that we have pushed the planet to its
limit and she cannot take it anymore. Our never-ending desire for ‘more’ and
exploitation of creation and unethical production and consumption have exhausted
the planet. Our land, water, forest and oceans are distressingly struggling to be
renewed. I contemplate myself standing before the earth and the entire creation, just
like the prodigal son in front of his Father. I confess, “Mother Earth, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your child.” As a
repentant child, may we be ready to become a servant, who will replenish and
re-create the broken earth and its creation.
Commitment: This will happen only if we do the first two at individual,
institutional and structural levels. Today, the earth is legitimately seeking Sabbath
from every form of abuse and destruction. How can we, our families and
communities follow the 3 R’s of Reduce, Reuse and Recycle? Like St. Ignatius, can
we ask ourselves, “What have I done for creation? What am I doing for creation?
And what ought I to do for creation?” (SE § 53)
Fr Xavier Jeyaraj SJ is the Director of the Jesuit Social Justice
and Ecology Secretariat in Rome. Originally from the Calcutta
Province, India, he has spent much of his life dedicated to
working for the poor. He led Udayani Social Action Forum, a
social centre in Calcutta before working as secretary of social
action in the South Asian Conference.

Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during
this health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook
page for new materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the
Sunday Gospel. Also check out our Links page on the website and you will be
directed to other useful sites. Remember our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some
beautiful prayers and reflections can be accessed there.
Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk.
There is also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative
Theology. All you have to do is ask to join.
There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: @LectioMotherwe1,
@rcmotherwell and @motherwellRE
Recently a new Facebook page has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult
Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at deepening our understanding of the
faith.
The Liturgy of the Hours, the prayers and readings of the Mass and much more can
be found at www.ibreviary.com

ON FORGIVENESS
What it comes down to, in the end, is love. Jesus himself makes a direct correlation
between being forgiven and developing the capacity to love and to be loving. Many
years of experience in prison ministry taught me that the most difficult act of
forgiveness for many people is that of forgiving themselves. If we can be harsh with
others, we can be harsher still with ourselves, acting as judge, jury and executioner
at our own trial. If we are taught to pray daily for God’s forgiveness as we forgive
others, then part of that prayer is also for the grace to forgive ourselves.
That capacity is developed through encounters with the mercy and compassionate
understanding of others. This comes in personal relationships but also through the
various formal and informal healing ministries of the Church, of which we are a
constituent part. In his exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium Pope Francis says, ‘a small
step, in the midst of great human limitations, can be more pleasing to God than a life
which appears outwardly in order but moves through the day without confronting
great difficulties’. EG 44
If we begin to experience forgiveness through an honest confrontation with our own

sinfulness, we may experience an extraordinary transformation and expansion at the
level of the heart. When we enact forgiveness in our encounters with others, we
initiate for them a process of encounter with God which will make of our churches
truly transformed and transformative communities. It is a high-risk strategy both at
the personal and at the corporate levels but, Pope Francis continues,
I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the
streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from
clinging to its own security. [...] More than by fear of going astray, my hope is that
we will be moved by the fear of remaining shut up within structures which give us a
false sense of security, within rules which make us harsh judges, within habits which
make us feel safe, while at our door people are starving… EG 49
Sister Gemma Simmonds, CJ

Private visits to the church
The church is now open for the public celebration of Mass. It will remain open
Sunday to Thursday 9am-8pm, Friday 9am-1pm, Saturday 3pm-8pm for private
prayer. To ensure the safety of all who visit, only the Gathering Area will be
accessible.
When paying a visit for private prayer:
•
•
•
•
•

Sanitize your hands upon entering
Choose any seat whilst maintaining social distancing
When you have finished, sanitize your hands
Take the large bottle of sanitizer and spray all over the seat you have used.
There is no need to wipe it.
Sanitize your hands again before leaving

Please try your best not to touch any surface other than the chair you are using. Also
note that the toilet is not available for use.

RE-OPENING OUR CHURCH FOR MASS
Our church is now open for public Mass. Please keep the following in mind:
1. The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. If you choose to
come to Mass, please consider attending Mass during the week, to take pressure off
the Masses on Saturday evening and Sunday morning. If you feel anxious about
taking part in Mass with others or feel that you are vulnerable in any way, please do
not hesitate to stay at home nor feel guilty about it. Mass will continue to be live
streamed.
2.

The capacity of the church will be reduced due to social distancing.

• This

means you will need to book your place for the Mass you choose to
attend. If you do not have a seat booked, you are not guaranteed entry.
This is to ensure that each person who comes to Mass already has a seat
allocated.

• Couples
• To

• If

will be able to sit together, as will families from the same household.

book:
Please book online if possible from the Homepage of the parish website. If you
are not online, ask a member of your family or a fellow parishioner to book for
you. If this is still not possible, telephone/text 07907 609182 and leave a
message. For more information, go to the page in the bulletin BOOKING
YOUR SEAT FOR MASS

you are booking for people outwith your household, please indicate this and also
their names, and phone numbers. This ensures not only that they are guaranteed
a seat but also that we have a record of everyone present.

• Please

make your booking as early as possible. Also remember to cancel if for
whatever reason you cannot take up your booking.

3.

Apart from children under 5 and people with a diagnosed health issue,
everyone must wear a face-covering before entering the church and during the
celebration of Mass.

4.

Each parishioner will be greeted at the door by ushers. You will be asked to
stand in front of the camera for your temperature to be taken. If a high temperature is recorded, you will be tested once again by a hand-held thermometer. If
your temperature is still too high, you will be asked to return home. Both tests
are anonymous. Sanitising liquid will be available as you enter and leave and
must be used. The toilet will not be available for use.

5.

You will be accompanied by an usher to your designated seat. You are
requested to take the seat indicated by the usher.

6.

Everyone will remain seated throughout Mass which will last 30-35 minutes.

7.

Holy Communion will be distributed at the very end of Mass, after the final
blessing and dismissal. For the reception of Holy Communion, please follow
the directions of the usher who will indicate when to leave your seat. The
congregation will present themselves according to where they are seated: first,
those seated around the organ, then those seated on Our Lady’s side, then those
on the Sacred Heart’s side, finally those seated in the Oratory. Once you have
received Holy Communion, please sanitise your hands once more, then leave
the church immediately by the side door. Make you way to the front of the
church where you can wait for your family and friends.

8.

Baskets will be available at each door for your weekly contribution.
Please consider donating through a Standing Order.

9.

The Church will be sanitised after every Mass.

10. You can volunteer if you are over 16. The over 70s can also volunteer as
long as they have no underlying health issue. This is a wonderful opportunity
for our young people to contribute not only to our parish life but also to be
involved in the nation’s struggle against the virus. I know you will appreciate
this code of practice has been drawn up to protect your health and the health of
others. Your co-operation will be deeply appreciated
These are challenging times for the parish and the Church. Thank you for your
patience, forbearance and support. This is also a time of many graces and blessings
and a God-given opportunity for us to grow as a community of faith.

If you test positive for the coronavirus
and have taken part in a recent Mass in
the church, please inform Fr Magill

BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR MASS

(Please print off this sheet for family members and friends who are not online)
You can book your seat for Mass by going to our parish website
www.stathanasiuscarluke.org and by following the instructions there. The booking
system is very easy to follow.
Everyone who can is asked to use online booking. This ensures not only that your
seat is reserved but also that your name and details are recorded in case you need to
be contacted. These details will be deleted after 3 weeks.
If you are making multiple bookings, you must do these separately. For instance, you
may be requesting tickets for six people; three from the same household, one couple
and one individual. This means you would have to make 3 bookings: one for a
family block, one for a couple’s seating and one for an individual.
Only members of the same household may sit together.
If you are not online, please ask a family member or fellow parishioner to book
on your behalf. Your name and contact details must be entered into the system,
not those of the person booking for you. The person booking should enter their
own email address.
If for whatever reason you cannot make your booking online, you can do so by
calling 07907 609182. Please leave a voicemail with
•
•
•
•

Your name
Your phone number
Your choice of Mass (day and date)
The number of seats required and the names of those requesting the
seats

You will receive a text or call to confirm your request.
This is a very different way of coming to our celebration of Mass together but it is
necessary during these challenging times. Please have patience and forbearance.
Very quickly we’ll all grow accustomed to this process and hopefully it will become
second nature to us. If you have any questions, please contact Fr Magill.

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for September; Respect for the Planet's
Resources—We pray that the planet's resources will not be plundered, but shared in
a just and respectful manner.
This month’s Lucky Numbers Draw: 1st No 16 Helena Paterson £125; 2nd No 29
William Chapman £75; 3rd No 6 Eddie Lebida £50. Please contact Eddie Kelly at
treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org for your winnings.
Please remember to book online
your seat for Mass. See guidance
BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR
MASS given in this bulletin. Thanks
to everyone for your cooperation
and patience.

SUNDAY TAKEAWAY
Forgive

Poet: John Greenleaf Whittier

Forgive, O Lord, our severing ways,
The rival altars that we raise,
The wrangling tongues that mar thy praise!
Thy grace impart! In time to be
Shall one great temple rise to Thee—

CONGRATULATIONS to Frankie
and Jacqueline Farrell who are
celebrating their 40th Wedding
Anniversary, and again to Dave and
Ann Deady who will receive a
special blessing during the Vigil
Mass on Saturday to mark their 50th.
May the Lord continue to bless them
and their families

Thy Church our broad humanity.
White flowers of love its wall shall climb.
Soft bells of peace shall ring its chime.
Its days shall all be holy time.
A sweeter song shall then be heard.
Confessing, in a world’s accord.
The inward Christ, the living Word.
That song shall swell from shore to shore.
One hope, one faith, one love restore
The seamless robe that Jesus wore.

Feasts this week: Monday—The
Exaltation of the Cross; Tuesday—
Our Lady of Sorrows; Wednesday:—
Sts Cornelius & Cyprian

HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am. Monday-Friday:
10am.SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request.
21 Mount Stewart Street, Carluke, ML8 5EB. Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas F. Magill. Tel: 01555 771250.
Mobile No: 07789708192; email: thomas2magill@yahoo.co.uk
Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook.
Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly (email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org)
stathanasiuscarluke

@saintaths

bit.ly/youtubestathanasiuscarluke

