
25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, 

YEAR A 

20th September 2020 

A Parish of the Diocese 
of Motherwell. 

The Bishop;  
Rt. Rev. Joseph A. Toal 

www.rcdom.org.uk 
Scottish Charity No 

SC011041 

Sunday’s Readings 

FIRST READING 
Isaiah 55:6-9 

My thoughts are not your thoughts. 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 
 

Seek the LORD while he may be found, 

   call him while he is near. 
Let the scoundrel forsake his way, 
   and the wicked his thoughts; 
let him turn to the LORD for mercy; 
   to our God, who is generous in forgiving. 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
   nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 
As high as the heavens are above the earth, 
   so high are my ways above your ways 
   and my thoughts above your thoughts. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 

R. (18 a) The Lord is near to all who call upon him. 

Every day will I bless you, 
   and I will praise your name forever and ever. 
Great is the LORD and highly to be praised; 
   his greatness is unsearchable. 
 
R. The Lord is near to all who call upon him. 
 



The LORD is gracious and merciful, 
   slow to anger and of great kindness. 
The LORD is good to all 
   and compassionate toward all his works. 
 
R. The Lord is near to all who call upon him. 
 
The LORD is just in all his ways 
   and holy in all his works. 
The LORD is near to all who call upon him, 
   to all who call upon him in truth. 
 
R. The Lord is near to all who call upon him. 

 

SECOND READING 
Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a 

For me to live is Christ. 

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians 
 

Brothers and sisters: 

Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death. 
For to me life is Christ, and death is gain. 
If I go on living in the flesh, 
   that means fruitful labour for me. 
And I do not know which I shall choose. 
I am caught between the two. 
I long to depart this life and be with Christ, 
   for that is far better. 
Yet that I remain in the flesh 
   is more necessary for your benefit. 
 
Only, conduct yourselves in a way worthy of the gospel of Christ. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
cf. Acts 16:14b 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Open our hearts, O Lord, 
to listen to the words of your Son. 
 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 



HYMNS FOR MASS: 
Entrance 965; Com-

munion 720 & 629; Ex-

GOSPEL 
Matthew 20:1-16a 

Are you envious become I am generous? 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus told his disciples this parable: 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner 
   who went out at dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard. 
After agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, 
   he sent them into his vineyard. 
Going out about nine o’clock, 
   the landowner saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 
   and he said to them, ‘You too go into my vineyard, 
   and I will give you what is just.’ 
So they went off. 
And he went out again around noon, 
   and around three o’clock, and did likewise. 
Going out about five o’clock, 
   the landowner found others standing around, and said to them, 
   ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 
They answered, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ 
He said to them, ‘You too go into my vineyard.’ 
When it was evening the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 
   ‘Summon the laborers and give them their pay, 
   beginning with the last and ending with the first.’ 
When those who had started about five o’clock came, 
   each received the usual daily wage. 
So when the first came, they thought that they would receive more, 
   but each of them also got the usual wage. 
And on receiving it they grumbled against the landowner, saying, 
   ‘These last ones worked only one hour, 
   and you have made them equal to us, 
   who bore the day’s burden and the heat.’ 
He said to one of them in reply, 
   ‘My friend, I am not cheating you. 
Did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 
Take what is yours and go. 
What if I wish to give this last one the same as you? 
Or am I not free to do as I wish with my own money? 
Are you envious because I am generous?’ 
Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 



A  PICTURE REFLECTION ON TODAY’S GOSPEL 

 



The artist divides his painting into three parts. In the upper part: the            
calling of the workers; in the centre: how they are labouring in the vine-
yard; in the lower part: the payment at the end of the day. 

The story starts on the right side: the moon tells us that a new day is about 
to begin. The man with the pink head hires workers for his vineyard. 
When the sun is coming up - ‘the third hour’ i.e. nine o’clock - he hires 
others: upper right. At twelve (‘the sixth hour’) he hires more people:            
upper centre. At three in the afternoon, ‘the ninth hour’ he hires people 
again: upper left corner. Finally   at sunset - ‘the eleventh hour’, five 
o’clock - he does it again: centre left; there we see the man in blue and  
orange walking to the vineyard. 

In the centre the workers are labouring in the vineyard. It is a challenge 
for me to find where the differently hired workers are working. At any 
rate I can recognize the last one... 

In the lower part the payment is pictured. The man with the pink head 
gives a denary to the man in blue and orange who was the last one to be 
hired. Beautiful image for ‘grace’. The man in red, who belonged to the 
first group is protesting. His finger indicates that he knows exactly how 
much the other one deserves. Behind him: a pious vicar, image for the 
‘pious’ people who do know very well what others have to do, forgetting 
that the Lord is a Lord of grace and mercy. For the others as well for 
themselves. 

Where am I in this picture? Called first or later? Enjoying that I am pre-
paring a festive drink? Or only working for the recompense at the end? 

Finally I have a talk with one or more persons in the picture; at last with 
the Lord. 

 

Meditation by Fr Dries van den Akker S.J 



 OUR LADY OF SORROWS 
SEPTEMBER IS THE MONTH OF OUR  LADY OF SORROWS WHOSE 

FEASTDAY IS THIS TUESDAY, 15th 
  

REMEMBER, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that any-
one who fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or sought thy intercession 

was left unaided. Inspired with this confidence, I fly to thee, O Virgin of virgins, 
my Mother; to thee do I come; before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O 

Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in thy mercy hear 
and answer me.   

Amen.  



The Season of Creation is a month-long prayerful observance that calls the planet's 
2.2 billion Christians to pray and care for God's creation. It's a time to reflect on our 
relationship with the environment — not just "distant" nature, but, crucially, the 
place where we live — and the ways in which our lifestyles and decisions as a            
society can endanger both the natural world and those inhabiting it, both humans and 
other creatures. 

The ecumenical steering committee that plans and promotes the season each year put 
it this way: 

The Season of Creation is a time to renew our relationship with our Creator and all 
creation through celebration, conversion, and commitment together. During the           
Season of Creation, we join our sisters and brothers in the ecumenical family in 
prayer and action for our common home. 

It's a time of prayer, contemplation and, increasingly, calls to action. 

The Vatican's integral human development department highlighted the theme earlier 
this year in announcing a special year-long celebration for the fifth anniversary 
of Laudato Si'. It expressed hope that the coming decade might become a " 'Jubilee' 
time for the Earth," lining up with the timeframe scientists say is critical to nearly 
halve global greenhouse gas emissions and put the planet on course to limit average 
temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius.  

 

https://www.ncronline.org/news/earthbeat/vatican-office-invites-church-journey-total-sustainability-next-decade


There is no focus in the church year on God 
the creator, no opportunity to reflect in a             
concentrated way on the foundations of            
redemption and sanctification, namely, the 
very creation itself that is redeemed and            
sanctified. For centuries, our theology, our    
ethics, and our worship have been oriented in 
two dimensions: our relationship with God and 
our human relationships with one another. 
Now it is time to turn our attention to God’s 
relationship with all creation and with our          
relationship with creation (and with God 
through creation). The experience of a Season 
of Creation through four Sundays in the 
church year alone will not bring the transfor-
mation in consciousness we need to address 
the ecological problems we face today in 
God’s creation. Yet unless we can see what 
worship can be like in a season devoted fully 
to Creator and creation, we will probably not 
adequately incorporate care for creation into 
worship throughout the rest of the year. A  
Season of Creation has proven to be valuable 
in its own right. Yet we need the Season of 
Creation to wake us up and show us another 
way to do worship all the time also  



 Combining care for our common home with the an-
cient tradition of the works of mercy, Pope Francis 
leads us beyond our customary modes of thinking, 
which finds it odd to think of being merciful to a lake 
or a grove of trees. To care takes us beyond the     
relationship of good stewardship. A steward does not 
have to love. But a parent loves and cares for a child, 
even to the point of sacrificing everything. A home is 
not simply a useful thing: we cling to the home where 
we are nurtured, kept safe, and learn our distinct             
cultural identity. Our earthly home cares for us; with 
Francis of Assisi and like so many Indigenous peoples, Pope Francis recognises that God 
sustains and governs us through our Sister, Mother Earth. 

Misericordia engages us with the hungry when giving them something to eat is not only 
an external gesture, but responds to an impulse of the heart. And it is also the link which 
connects us to the generous earth when we truly care for our common home. ‘Care’ is 
heartfelt like misericordia, and ‘home’ is the inseparable vessel of our journey towards   
human plenitude. As integral ecology indicates, ‘care for our common home’ is the             
constant commitment to safeguard and perfect God’s gift of creation. 

 

 

 

 

 

Education in environmental responsibility can encourage 

ways of acting which directly and significantly affect the 

world around us, such as avoiding the use of plastic and 

paper, reducing water consumption, separating refuse, 

cooking only what can reasonably be consumed, showing 

care for other living beings, using public transport or             

car-pooling, planting trees, turning off unnecessary lights, 

or any number of other practices. All of these reflect a 

generous and worthy creativity which brings out the best 

in human beings. Reusing something instead of immediately discarding it, when 

done for the right reasons, can be an act of love which expresses our own digni-

ty. (Pope Francis, Laudato Si, 19) 

 



Any indigenous person / community anywhere in the world might say the same. 

‘Jubilee for the Earth: New Rhythms and new hope’ is the theme for this year’s          

season of creation. It invites us to renew our relationship with the Creator and the 

creation through 3 Cs: Celebration, Conversion and Commitment. 

Celebration: The mere thought of celebrating life and creation takes me back to my 

celebrations of Pachamama day with the indigenous in Bolivia and the Karam           

festival with adivasis in Central India. In both these places, they celebrate their          

inseparable relationship with nature and with God. Their life is intimately connected 

to land, water and forest. An indigenous elder in Ecuador says, “The big trees are my 

grandparents. They speak to me. I feel very sad when I think about what will happen 

in a long time. The world is changing. Our goal is to protect this area and our culture 

so it will be alive for many years.” 

Conversion: The pandemic has amply revealed that we have pushed the planet to its 

limit and she cannot take it anymore. Our never-ending desire for ‘more’ and             

exploitation of creation and unethical production and consumption have exhausted 

the planet. Our land, water, forest and oceans are distressingly struggling to be            

renewed. I contemplate myself standing before the earth and the entire creation, just 

like the prodigal son in front of his Father. I confess, “Mother Earth, I have sinned 

against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your child.” As a 

repentant child, may we be ready to become a servant, who will replenish and                 

re-create the broken earth and its creation. 

Commitment: This will happen only if we do the first two at individual,                     

institutional and structural levels. Today, the earth is legitimately seeking Sabbath 

from every form of abuse and destruction. How can we, our families and                      

communities follow the 3 R’s of Reduce, Reuse and Recycle? Like St. Ignatius, can 

we ask ourselves, “What have I done for creation? What am I doing for creation? 

And what ought I to do for creation?” (SE § 53) 

 Fr Xavier Jeyaraj SJ is the Director of the Jesuit Social Justice 
and Ecology Secretariat in Rome. Originally from the Calcutta 
Province, India, he has spent much of his life dedicated to 
working for the poor. He led Udayani Social Action Forum, a 
social centre in Calcutta before working as secretary of social 
action in the South Asian Conference.  



SEASON OF CREATION 

POETIC MEDITATION (LECTIO) 

One way to do Lectio is to read the poem silently all the way through once followed 
by a pause. As you pause, close your eyes and just list words that you remember 
from the poem. After you have done this, open your eyes and read the poem a sec-
ond time. This time read it aloud. Then pause again silently with your eyes closed 
seeing if any word stood out for you. Then read the passage for a third and final 
time. Read it aloud and see what word, phrase, or sentence catches your attention or 
evokes something within you. Then close your eyes and reflect on that sentence, 
phrase, or word. Why does it draw your attention today? What does it bring to mind? 
What are associations you have with it? What feelings does it bring up? Let your  
reflection and free association take you where the Spirit leads you. Consciously let 
God in as if you were sharing your thoughts, feelings, and responses with God. After 
you have done this for awhile (5-15 minutes), let this word, phrase, or sentence 
evoke a prayer within you. Depending on what is happening in your life at this            
moment, depending on what it was from the poem that caught your attention or your 
heart, depending on what came up during your quiet pondering, your prayer might 
be anything from one of gratitude, wonder, deep peace, or joy to worry, fear, anger, 
or sadness. Offer your prayer to God as honestly as possible. Speak aloud or silently 
what is in your heart.  End your time with silence. Simply sit in the presence of 
God’s love as if you were lying on the beach letting the warmth of the sun shine on 
you.  Remember, you are not analysing or even trying to understand “the meaning” 
of the poem. Rather, you are allowing one part of the poem to invite you into               
reflection and to work on you.  

 The Wild Geese 

Horseback on Sunday morning, 
harvest over, we taste persimmon 
and wild grape, sharp sweet 
of summer’s end. In time’s maze 
over fall fields, we name names 
that went west from here, names 
that rest on graves. We open 
a persimmon seed to find the tree 
that stands in promise, 
pale, in the seed’s marrow. 
Geese appear high over us, 
pass, and the sky closes. Abandon, 
as in love or sleep, holds 
them to their way, clear 
in the ancient faith: what we need 
is here. And we pray, not 
for new earth or heaven, but to be 
quiet in heart, and in eye, 
clear. What we need is here.  Wendell Berry 



REFLECTION: 
• What word, phrase, image, or sentence from Berry’s poem catches your           
attention today? Sit quietly for a few moments chewing on it. Then, pray the 
prayer that comes forth from your meditation. Afterwards, simply sit quietly 
trusting that what you need is here. 

• When you sit still long enough and listen deeply, what is the tree that stands 
in promise within the marrow of the seed that is you, yearning to reach                  
skyward? 

• Life-Line for Prayer: Carry this with you today and this week. Throughout 
the day, take one minute, close your eyes and pray quietly: 
May my heart be quiet, may my eye be clear, what I need is here. 

Reflection by Daniel J Miller 



Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during 
this health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook 
page for new materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the  
Sunday Gospel.  Also check out our Links page on the website and you will be  
directed to other useful sites. Remember our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some 
beautiful prayers and reflections can be accessed there. 
 
Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk. 
There is also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative   
Theology. All you have to do is ask to join. 
There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: @LectioMotherwe1, 
@rcmotherwell and @motherwellRE 
Recently a new Facebook page has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult  
Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at deepening our understanding of the 
faith. 
 
The Liturgy of the Hours, the prayers and readings of the Mass and much more can 
be found at www.ibreviary.com 
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Private visits to the church  
 

The church is now open for the public celebration of Mass. It will remain open  
Sunday to Thursday 9am-8pm, Friday 9am-1pm, Saturday 3pm-8pm for private 

prayer. To ensure the safety of all who visit, only the Gathering Area will be  
accessible. 
 
When paying a visit for private prayer: 
 

• Sanitize your hands upon entering 
• Choose any seat whilst maintaining social distancing 
• When you have finished, sanitize your hands 
• Take the large bottle of sanitizer and spray all over the seat you have used. 

There is no need to wipe it. 
• Sanitize your hands again before leaving 
 
Please try your best not to touch any surface other than the chair you are using. Also 
note that the toilet is not available for use.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.stathanasiuscarluke.org/


RE-OPENING OUR CHURCH FOR MASS 

Our church is now open for public Mass. Please keep the following in mind: 

1.    The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. If you choose to 
come to Mass, please consider attending Mass during the week, to take pressure off 
the Masses on Saturday evening and Sunday morning. If you feel anxious about  
taking part in Mass with others or feel that you are vulnerable in any way, please do 
not hesitate to stay at home nor feel guilty about it. Mass will continue to be live 
streamed. 

2.  The capacity of the church will be reduced due to social distancing.  

• This means you will need to book your place for the Mass you choose to                
attend. If you do not have a seat booked, you are not guaranteed entry. 
This is to ensure that each person who comes to Mass already has a seat              
allocated.  

• Couples will be able to sit together, as will families from the same household.  

• To book:                                                                                                                        
Please book online if possible from the Homepage of the parish website. If you 
are not online, ask a member of your family or a fellow parishioner to book for 
you. If this is still not possible, telephone/text 07907 609182  and leave a          
message. For more information, go to the page in the bulletin BOOKING 
YOUR SEAT FOR MASS 

• If you are booking for people outwith your household, please indicate this and also 
their names, and phone numbers. This ensures not only that they are guaranteed 
a seat but also that we have a record of everyone present.  

• Please make your booking as early as possible. Also remember to cancel if for 
whatever reason you cannot take up your booking.  

3.  Apart from children under 5 and people with a diagnosed health issue,                    
 everyone must wear a face-covering before entering the church and during the                   
 celebration of Mass. 

4. Each parishioner will be greeted at the door by ushers. You will be asked to 
stand in front of the camera for your temperature to be taken. If a high tempera-
ture is recorded, you will be tested once again by a hand-held thermometer. If 
your temperature is still too high, you will be asked to return home. Both tests 
are anonymous. Sanitising liquid will be available as you enter and leave and 
must be used. The toilet will not be available for use. 

5.  You will be accompanied by an usher to your designated seat. You are                           
 requested to take the seat indicated by the usher. 



6.  Everyone will remain seated throughout Mass which will last 30-35 minutes. 

7.  Holy Communion will be distributed at the very end of Mass, after the final 
 blessing and dismissal. For the reception of Holy Communion, please follow 
 the directions of the usher who will indicate when to leave your seat. The     
 congregation will present themselves according to where they are seated: first, 
 those seated around the organ, then those seated on Our Lady’s side, then those 
 on the Sacred Heart’s side, finally those seated in the Oratory. Once you have 
 received Holy Communion, please sanitise your hands once more, then leave 
 the church immediately by the side door. Make you way to the front of the 
 church where you can wait for your family and friends.  

8.   Baskets will be available at each door for your weekly contribution.                             
 Please consider donating through a Standing Order.  

9.  The Church will be sanitised after every Mass. 

10.  You can volunteer if you are over 16. The over 70s can also volunteer as 
 long as they have no underlying health issue. This is a wonderful opportunity 
 for our young people to contribute not only to our parish  life but  also to be     
 involved in the nation’s struggle against the virus. I know you will appreciate 
 this code of practice has been drawn up to protect your health and the health of 
 others. Your co-operation will be deeply appreciated 

  
These are challenging times for the parish and the Church. Thank you for your          
patience, forbearance and support. This is also a time of many graces and blessings 
and a God-given opportunity for us to grow as a community of faith. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you test positive for the coronavirus 
and have taken part in a recent Mass in 
the church, please inform Fr Magill 



BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR MASS 
(Please print off this sheet for family members and friends who are not online) 

 
 

You can book your seat for Mass by going to our parish website 
www.stathanasiuscarluke.org and by following the instructions there. The booking  
system is very easy to follow. 
 
Everyone who can is asked to use online booking. This ensures not only that your 
seat is reserved but also that your name and details are recorded in case you need to 
be contacted. These details will be deleted after 3 weeks. 
 
If you are making multiple bookings, you must do these separately. For instance, you 
may be requesting tickets for six people; three from the same household, one couple 
and one individual. This means you would have to make 3 bookings: one for a  
family block, one for a couple’s seating and one for an individual. 
 
Only members of the same household may sit together. 
 
If you are not online, please ask a family member or fellow parishioner to book 
on your behalf. Your name and contact details must be entered into the system, 
not those of the person booking for you. The person booking should enter their 
own email address. 
 
If for whatever reason you cannot make your booking online, you can do so by  
calling 07907 609182. Please leave a voicemail with 
 
•   Your name 
•   Your phone number 
•   Your choice of Mass (day and date) 
•   The number of seats required and the names of those requesting the 

  seats 
 
You will receive a text or call to confirm your request. 
 
This is a very different way of coming to our celebration of Mass together but it is 
necessary during these challenging times. Please have patience and forbearance. 
Very quickly we’ll all grow accustomed to this process and hopefully it will become 
second nature to us. If you have any questions, please contact Fr Magill. 
 
 
 
 
 



HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am. Monday-Friday: 
10am.SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request. 

21 Mount Stewart Street, Carluke, ML8 5EB. Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas F. Magill. Tel: 01555 771250.  
Mobile No: 07789708192; email: thomas2magill@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org 
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook. 
Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly (email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org) 
 
           

stathanasiuscarluke                  @saintaths             bit.ly/youtubestathanasiuscarluke                   

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for September; Respect for the Planet's                     
Resources—We pray that the planet's resources will not be plundered, but shared in 
a just and respectful manner.  

This month’s Lucky Numbers Draw: 1st No 16 Helena Paterson £125;  2nd No 29           
William Chapman £75; 3rd No 6 Eddie Lebida £50. Please contact Eddie Kelly at 
treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org for your winnings. 

Please remember to book online 
your seat for Mass. See guidance 
BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR 
MASS given in this bulletin. Thanks 
to everyone for your cooperation 
and patience. 

Our First Communions which should have taken 
place in May will now take place on Saturday 
3rd October.  
The First Confessions of our children will be on 
Tuesday 6th October. Please keep the children 
in your prayers. 
Sincere thanks to the staff of the Primary School 
for their help and cooperation. 

SUNDAY TAKEAWAY: Most people are like electric 
wires: what comes in is what goes out. Someone calls us a 
name, and we call them a name back. That is, most people 
pass on the same energy that is given to them. Now compare 
an electric wire to those big, grey transformers that you see 
on utility poles. Dangerous current or voltage comes in, but 
something happens inside that grey box and what comes out 
is, in fact, now helpful and productive. That is exactly what 
Jesus does with suffering. 

That is what Jesus did: he did not return the negative energy 
directed at him—not during his life nor when he hung on the 
cross. He held it inside and made it into something much 
better. That is how “he took away the sin of the world.” He 
refused to pass it on! Until the world understands that, 
there will be no new world. 

This week’s Saints; 
Monday: Feast of St  
Matthew 
Wednesday: Memoria of 
St Pius of Pietralcina 
(Padre Pio) 
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