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Sunday’s Readings 

FIRST READING 
Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14 

I had a vision of a great multitude, which no one could count, from every nation, 
race, people and tongue. 

A reading from the Book of Revelation 
 

I, John, saw another angel come up from the East, 

   holding the seal of the living God. 
He cried out in a loud voice to the four angels 
   who were given power to damage the land and the sea, 
   “Do not damage the land or the sea or the trees 
   until we put the seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.” 
I heard the number of those who had been marked with the seal, 
   one hundred and forty-four thousand marked 
   from every tribe of the children of Israel. 
 
After this I had a vision of a great multitude, 
   which no one could count, 
   from every nation, race, people, and tongue. 
They stood before the throne and before the Lamb, 
   wearing white robes and holding palm branches in their 
hands. 
They cried out in a loud voice: 
 
   “Salvation comes from our God, who is seated on the throne, 
   and from the Lamb.” 
 
All the angels stood around the throne 
   and around the elders and the four living creatures. 
They prostrated themselves before the throne, 
   worshiped God, and exclaimed: 
 
   “Amen. Blessing and glory, wisdom and thanksgiving, 
      honour, power, and might 
      be to our God forever and ever. Amen.” 



RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 

R.  Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face. 

The Lord’s are the earth and its fullness; 
   the world and those who dwell in it. 
For he founded it upon the seas 
   and established it upon the rivers. 
 
R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face. 
 
Who can ascend the mountain of the Lord? 
   or who may stand in his holy place? 
One whose hands are sinless, whose heart is clean, 
   who desires not what is vain. 
 
R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face. 
 
He shall receive a blessing from the Lord, 
   a reward from God his saviour. 
Such is the race that seeks him, 
   that seeks the face of the God of Jacob. 
 
R. Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Mt 11:28 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Come to me, all you that labour and are burdened, 
and I will give you rest, says the Lord. 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

 



HYMNS FOR MASS: 
Entrance 965; Com-

munion 720 & 629; Ex-

GOSPEL 
Matthew 5:1–12a 

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, 

   and after he had sat down, his disciples came to him. 
He began to teach them, saying: 
 
   “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
      for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. 
   Blessed are they who mourn, 
      for they will be comforted. 
   Blessed are the meek, 
      for they will inherit the land. 
   Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
      for they will be satisfied. 
   Blessed are the merciful, 
      for they will be shown mercy. 
   Blessed are the clean of heart, 
      for they will see God. 
   Blessed are the peacemakers, 
      for they will be called children of God. 
   Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, 
      for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven. 
   Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you 
      and utter every kind of evil against you falsely because of me. 
   Rejoice and be glad, 
      for your reward will be great in heaven.” 



 THE BEATITUDES EXAMEN 

The Examen is a prayer designed to help a person make a daily review with a 
focus on gratitude and openness to the Holy Spirit’s direction. This was the 
prayer St. Ignatius considered most important for a consistently God-ward 
journey. 

The steps of the Examen—pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance; review the day; 
identify where you saw God at work and give thanks for it; identify where you 
could have done better; pray with a view to tomorrow’s challenges—can be 
custom fitted to any focus. Today, let’s focus our Examen on the Beatitudes. 

Blessed are: the poor in spirit, those who mourn, those who are meek, those 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the 
peacemakers, those who are persecuted for righteousness’s sake. 

Step 1: Ask the Holy Spirit to guide your memory over the past few 
months. 

Step 2: Call to mind the people you encountered who were poor or 
mourning or meek…any people described by the Beatitudes. 

As you think of these people, give thanks for them and for how they 
brought the Kingdom of God into your life. 

Step 3: Call to mind when you were poor in spirit or mourning or meek, 
etc. 

Ask God to help you perceive that you have been blessed in these experi-
ences, even if they were difficult. Ask God to help you believe that these 
experiences open your life to God’s grace and love. 

Step 4: Ask forgiveness for any time you resented or resisted the times of 
poverty or mourning or other beatitude experiences. Know that God already 
knows where you are weak or unpractised and that everything you do is met, 
first of all, with God’s great mercy. 

Step 5: Identify one or two beatitude experiences or qualities that you 
desire to nurture in your attitudes and behaviour during the next few weeks. 
Ask for help in being open and ready to learn and grow. 

Please remember that you live one moment at a time and that God gives you 
opportunities one moment, one decision, one action, at a time. No one lives 
out all the Beatitudes at one time. For instance, your beatitude experience 
might be mourning. Mourning can be all-consuming, and that might be your 
beatitude for weeks, months, a year, or longer. Allow your life to be what it is. 
Ask God to help you recognize the beatitude to which you are called right 
now, and don’t concern yourself further. 
 
IgnatianSpirituality.com 

https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-examen
https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-voices/st-ignatius-loyola
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/scripture-and-tradition/catholic-living/blessed-are-you?utm_source=ignsp&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=lp-content
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/scripture-and-tradition/catholic-basics/catholic-beliefs-and-practices/the-beatitudes?utm_source=ignsp&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=lp-content


A REFLECTION ON THE BEATITUDES 

Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation, Gaudete et Exsultate, is a meditation on the 
call to holiness in everyday life. (The word holiness appears 87 times.) Francis 
points to the “saints next door,” who quietly persevere in their holiness, because 
their lives have become so closely united with Christ. In an extended meditation on 
the Beatitudes, Francis describes them as God’s invitations to deepen our capacity to 
love. We become happy—and holy—to the extent that we “go against the flow” of 
many of the world’s values, choosing instead: 

• to be poor of heart; 
• to share in others’ mourning; 
• to react to others with meekness and humility; 
• to hunger and thirst for righteousness; 
• to see and act with mercy; 
• to vigilantly keep our hearts free to love; 
• to sow peace around us; 
• and to keep the Gospel with us always, even in the face of persecution. 
The exhortation is an extended meditation on Ignatian discernment (the word           
appears 17 times) and particularly on the call to reach out to others. The Pope calls 
Matthew 25, the call to serve others as Christ himself, “the great criterion.” He 
writes: 

If we seek the holiness pleasing to God’s eyes, this text offers us one clear 

criterion on which we will be judged. “I was hungry and you gave me 

food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you wel-

comed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you took care 

of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” (95) 

He recalls the words of St. John Paul II: “‘If we truly start out anew from 
the contemplation of Christ, we must learn to see him especially in the 
faces of those with whom he himself wished to be identified.’” (96) 

For Francis, as for his predecessors, the call to discernment is always a call to self-
knowledge that spills over into a commitment of one’s life for the care of those 
whom Christ loved. In our prayer this week, perhaps we might ask God, then, to 
help us “rejoice and be glad” in the call to serve those easily forgotten: the unborn, 
the migrant, the elderly, the destitute, the victims of trafficking, and so many others. 
May we allow God’s grace to enlarge our hearts in order that we might find                  
happiness and holiness. Tim Muldoon 

 

 

 

https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/making-good-decisions/discernment-of-spirits


 BEATITUDES— A LIFTING OF THE VEIL 

BY Malcolm Guite 

 

I am reflecting on The Sermon on the Mount in Matthew chapter 5 verses 1-16, and 
on the beautiful series of  beatitudes, or blessings with which it begins, as well as on 
the image of a hidden light, taken out and set at last on a hill which follows these 
blessings. It seems to me that one way to understand how it is that the poor, and 
those who mourn, the persecuted, and those who keep yearning and hungering, in 
spite of everything, for a righteousness we do not yet see, are all nevertheless, even 
now, somehow blessed, is to see in the beatitudes a little lifting of the veil, a little 
glimpse into the coming kingdom. We can so easily feel defeated by the darkness of 
this present age and the apparent defeat of goodness at every turn, but in the Sermon 
on the Mount Jesus lifts the veil and gives us hope! The Cross, his cross and ours, is 
not the end of the story! The kingdom is coming and one day His Easter, his glorious 
resurrection will also be ours! The beatitudes are an invitation to live from and for 
that coming day, even now, to take the hidden light of his love and goodness and let 
it shine through us into the pre-dawn darkness of our world.  

 
We bless you, who have spelt your blessings out, 

And set this lovely lantern on a hill 

Lightening darkness and dispelling doubt 

By lifting for a little while the veil. 

For longing is the veil of satisfaction 

And grief the veil of future happiness 

We glimpse beneath the veil of persecution 

The coming kingdom’s overflowing bliss 

  

Oh make us pure of heart and help us see 

Amongst the shadows and amidst the mourning 

The promised Comforter, alive and free, 

The kingdom coming and the Son returning, 

That even in this pre-dawn dark we might 

At once reveal and revel in your light. 



On today’s First Reading from the Book of Revelation 

According to Pope Benedict XVI, the last book of the Bible, Revelation or the   
Apocalypse of St. John, is showing forth a kind of “archetypal liturgy” to which all 
our earthly liturgies must bear resemblance: 

With its vision of the cosmic liturgy, in the midst of which stands the 
Lamb who was sacrificed, the Apocalypse has presented the essential 
contents of the eucharistic sacrament in an impressive form that sets a 
standard for every local liturgy. From the point of view of the Apoca-
lypse, the essential matter of all eucharistic liturgy is its participation in 
the heavenly liturgy; it is from thence that it necessarily derives its unity, 
its catholicity, and its universality. (Pilgrim Fellowship of Faith, 110-11) 

In a General Audience on November 3, 2004, Pope John Paul II spoke about the 
Canticle in chapter 5 of Revelation: 

The canticle just proposed to us . . . is part of the solemn opening vision of                      
Revelation, which presents a sort of heavenly liturgy to which we also, still pilgrims 
on earth, associate ourselves during our ecclesial celebrations. The hymn of the 
Book of Revelation that we meditate today concludes with a final acclamation cried 
out by “myriads of myriads” of angels (see Rev 5:11). It refers to the “the Lamb 
slain,” to whom is attributed the same glory as to God the Father, as “Worthy is the 
Lamb … to receive power and riches, wisdom and strength” (5:12). It is the moment 
of pure contemplation, of joyful praise, of the song of love to Christ in his paschal 
mystery. This luminous image of the heavenly glory is anticipated in the Liturgy 
of the Church. In fact, as the Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us, the  
Liturgy is an “action” of the whole Christ (Christus totus). Those who celebrate it 
here, live already in some way, beyond the signs, in the heavenly liturgy, where 
the celebration is totally communion and feast. It is in this eternal liturgy that 
the Spirit and the Church make us participate, when we celebrate the mystery of 
salvation in the sacraments (see Nos. 1136 and 1139). 

 

 



CHOSEN BEFORE THE CREATION BEGAN.    
 

A PERSONAL REFLECTION BY FR NEIL CARLIN 
                                                                      

These words are taken from a hymn honouring Mary, the mother of Jesus. 

I reflected on this today at the breakfast TABLE AS I CHOOSE TO TURN OFF 

THE RADIO and take a rest from all that news about shutdown. 

“Chosen” it says and yet she freely chose. She said “be it done unto me according to 

thy word” in response to Gods request via the messenger, the angel. (Luke 1v38) 

If we accept that God wants the best for us, then yielding our free will to his will 

bring happiness. Does it? It does in the long term, but when Mary and later Jesus 

said effectively” Not my will but thine be done” when in the agony in the garden, it 

led to His passion , the cross and cruel death. The happiness concept is His faith and 

trust in the Father that all would be worthwhile; that the son of man will rise again 

on the third day and that the new life of all who would consequently believe in him 

develops the Kingdom of God on Earth. 

Isaiah, the great prophet was given an image of the Holiness of God that over-

whelmed him. Later on, in Isaiah chapter 6 we read that he is “purified” by the em-

ber from the altar. (v.7) He is told “your wickedness is removed, your sin purified” 

In response to the voice asking, “whom shall we send “, Isaiah answers “Here I am 

Lord, send me”. He also responds freely to the call but surely in another sense he al-

so was chosen! 

Another example from the many in scripture and tradition. Amos is a minor proph-

et called to be a voice for justice for the voiceless. To Amaziah, the false prophet 

or priest opposing him Amos said “I was no prophet, nor do I belong to a company 

of prophets; I was a shepherd and a dresser of sycamore trees. The Lord took me 

from following the flock and said to me “Go prophesy to my people Israel. Now 

here is the word of the Lord”. He was not that popular which is quite often the 

prophet’s experience. 

So, God chooses whom he will and would say to us in the words of Jesus “You have 

not chosen me, but I have chosen you to go out and bear fruit, fruit that will endure. 

And the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name” (John 15v16)       



Moving on to today. Are there any prophets among us? Is God still calling us by 
prophetic voices or more importantly are we listening? Often, we sense in the patient 
sick and suffering Gods prophecy and guidance. Also, surely, given the needs in our 
world, God is calling society still to holiness and his ways. To be radically prophetic 
today surely requires more than talk. It will entail a new lifestyle similar to the alter-
native world chosen by Francis of Assisi.  
In the option for the poor and care for the earth pope Francis may well trigger off 
such a Christian movement. Pope Francis in attempting to bring the entire church 
with him is promoting a synodal type church these days in the belief that the Holy 
Spirit will work more powerfully when, from the ground up, the entire people of 
God experience that their view smatters. There in local areas and individual coun-
tries the church can get empowered to address the local needs. The renewal of the 
Church is happening when smaller groups pray for the fire and grace only the Holy 
Spirit can give. Yes, we need organization and administration as part of the inspired 
work to build the framework, but the Spirit alone ignites the flame of Christian Re-
newal and prophetically announces God’s will and direction on issues of faith and 
morals. Above all the Spirit will deliver us from fear; Fear of putting our heads 
above the parapet and risk not being politically correct in a climate of secularism 
and media criticism.  Ironically however the church leaders seem to want the ap-
proval of such a world before confronting its values! What ever happened the call 
to preach the gospel in season and out of season, acceptable or unacceptable?  The 
majority of people in Ireland still I sense are quietly screaming out for Christian 
leadership. (Recently amid all the clamor for introducing euthanasia, notably sup-
ported by Sinn Fein, no strong voice for life was heard from the church spokesper-
sons)                                                                                                                                            
Returning to the original question of God’s will and our freedom to choose to 
obey or not. It seems to me, after a lifetime in ministry, that I was free and at a 
crossroads in life once or twice. Having decided at these crucial times on a way for-
ward then other avenues sort of opened up. The daily routine decisions followed on 
from the major pathway chosen and this would be most people’s experience. 
Forty years ago, back in 1979 I was at a crossroads. I felt called, almost compelled 
to follow a way that was not easy. I was offered options. I could have returned to 
work in Scotland or accept an offer from Armagh or Raphoe diocese to work as a 
priest but each time in prayer I felt Gods direction to wait. This time of waiting in-
volved poverty, misunderstanding, pain and being judged by some as being a rebel. 
Yet it ultimately led to a new freedom to build a new model of Basic Christian Com-
munity, the Columba community of Prayer and Reconciliation. Gods voice rings 
throughout the ages calling us always in ever new but ancient ways. This is why it is 
so important to stay at prayer of listening for his ways and holy will.  
How about you? What would you deep down feel fired up by the Holy Spirit to be 
saying and doing for promoting God’s kingdom before the tent you now live in is 
folded up?;before you move on to the everlasting dwelling place in Heaven.? Think 

about it. You wait. You listen. He speaks. You hear and do his will. It may come 
slowly but come it will in his timing and in his wisdom. Remember life is what takes 
place when we are await something else to happen.!                                         



 

POPE FRANCIS’ NEW ENCYCLICAL LETTER 

FRATELLI TUTTI (BROTHERS AND SISTERS ALL) 

(Summary by Professor Anna Rowlands 

 

The Encyclical Letter Fratelli Tutti is about love and attention – the kind of attention 
that brings a broken and bleeding world back to health. It is a social meditation on 
the Good Samaritan, who recognises love and attention as the preeminent law, and 
models for us creative social friendship. 
 
Pope Francis asks us to gaze at the world similarly, such that we come to see the 
basic, indispensable relation of all things and people, near and far. In its simplicity 
of call, Fratelli Tutti is a devastating challenge to our ecological, political, economic 
and social life. But above all it is a proclamation of an ineradicable, joyful truth,          
presented here as a well-spring for a fatigued world. 
 
This letter is not a coolly detached critique. Its spiritual discipline sees the humanis-
ing task this way: to be truly human is to be willing to look at the world in its beauty 
and its pain, to listen deeply through human encounters to the griefs and the joys of 
one’s age and to take these into oneself, to carry them as one’s own. 
 
The notion that all created life shares its origin in God the Father, and that in Christ 
we become sisters and brothers, bonded in dignity, care, and friendship, is one of the 
oldest social teachings of Christianity. The names at the heart of this letter are those 
of the scriptures: we are brothers, sisters, neighbours, friends. The early Christians 
shaped their views of money, community, and politics based on this vision. That a 
theme so ancient is spoken with such urgency now is because Pope Francis fears a 
detachment from the view that we are all really responsible for all, all related to all, 
all entitled to a just share of what has been given for the good of all. It is not a 
mockable fantasy to believe this. He writes with grief about the cultural cynicism 
and impoverishment limiting our social imaginations. It is not absurd to 
acknowledge kinship beyond borders, to crave cultures where social bonds are re-
spected and encounter and dialogue are practiced. 
 
Fratelli Tutti makes clear that universal fraternity and social friendship must be 
practised together. Failure to do this abounds. Globalisation proclaims universal  
values but fails to practice encounter and attention – especially, to difference and the 
most vulnerable. Digital communications trade on our hunger for connection but 
distort it, producing a febrile bondedness built on binaries of likes and dislikes, and 
commodified by powerful interests. Populism appeals to the desire for stability, 
rootedness, and rewarding work, but lets hostility distort these desires. Liberalism 
imagines freedom in terms of the self-interested individual and discounts our deeply 
inter-connected lives. We forget what enables societies to endure and renew. These 
are our false materialisms. 
 



This letter has its roots in a specific interfaith encounter. It is unashamed about its 
religious character and call. A transcendent truth is not a burden, but a gift securing 
the roots of our action. It can reduce the anxiety we feel about taking risks together 
for the transformation of our world. Faith is our wellspring. It is part of how we can 
name and move beyond the grieving indifference of our age. 
 
For this reason, the encyclical is clear about the weight of responsibility borne by 
religious communities. Religious groups are caught up in the digital and market          
cultures that harm us. Inexcusably, religious leaders have been slow to condemn        
unjust practices, past and present. Religion too stands in need of repentance and        
renewal. Fratelli Tutti exhorts religions to be models of dialogue, brokers of peace, 
and bearers of the message of transcendent love to a hungry, cynical and uprooted 
world. 
 
Echoing the Abu Dhabi statement, the encyclical restates the absolute dignity of the 
human person, over which no political preference, no ‘law’ of the market can take 
precedence. Here Pope Francis highlights the treatment of migrants. He notes the 
biblical commands to welcome the stranger, the benefits that come with encounters 
between cultures, and the invitation to sheer gratuitous love. But he also extends  
earlier social teaching on the universal destination of goods, making clear that         
nations are entitled to their land, wealth and property insofar as this enables all            
humankind to access the means for survival and fulfilment. A nation bears                 
obligations to the whole human family and not merely towards its own citizens.      
Dignity, solidarity, and the universal destination of material goods are the hallmarks 
of this teaching. Pope Francis warns against closed forms of populism, but he                 
upholds the importance of seeing ourselves as ‘a people’. Following St Augustine, 
he reminds us that to become ‘a people’ is based on encountering each other in            
dialogue, face to face and side by side. Together we negotiate the enduring common 
loves we wish to live by. This is a dynamic unfinished process of social peace            
building, one that is the fruit of a genuine search for, and exchange of, truths. A             
culture is only healthy to the extent that it remains open to others. This renewal of 
political cultures happens only with, not for the most marginalised. The role of 
grassroots movements is key to this participation. 
 
The naming of God as our kin, and ourselves as kin and kind in this image, is                  
love-language. There are other ways of naming God. But the message Pope Francis 
wishes us to hear for this moment is that we are made fully human by what draws us 
beyond ourselves. What makes this possible is a divine love, open to all, that births, 
bonds, bridges and endlessly renews. This love cannot be erased or disposed of, and 
it is the basis of Pope Francis’s call to us with St Francis’s words of loving attention: 
‘Fratelli Tutti’… 
The link to the full document can be found on the home page of our parish website. 



Universal Prayer for use during the Month of November 
 
 
Our Lord comes to raise the dead, and comforts us with the solace of his love. In 
reverence let us pray to God, source of all mercies: 
 
For Francis our Pope, for the Bishops of Scotland, and for all those who minister in 
the Church. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
For peace in the world, for prosperity in the Church, and for the unity of Christians. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
For those who govern, for order in public life, and for the wellbeing of God’s holy 
people. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
For medics and carers, for the scientific community, and for all who have made sac-
rifices for others. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
For the relief of the poor, for the comfort of the afflicted, and for the healing of the 
sick. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
For the eternal rest of those who have died, for the departed who worshipped the 
Lord here with us, and for those who died alone. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
For those who have lost someone they loved, for those who were unable to say 
goodbye, and for those who are suffering the pain of grief. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
For confidence in the loving mercy of God, for faith in the Resurrection to new life, 
and for the hope of being reunited in God’s kingdom. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful depart-
ed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 



Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during 
this health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook 
page for new materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the  
Sunday Gospel.  Also check out our Links page on the website and you will be  
directed to other useful sites. Remember our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some 
beautiful prayers and reflections can be accessed there. 
 
Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk. 
There is also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative   
Theology. All you have to do is ask to join. 
There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: @LectioMotherwe1, 
@rcmotherwell and @motherwellRE 
Recently a new Facebook page has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult  
Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at deepening our understanding of the 
faith. 
 
The Liturgy of the Hours, the prayers and readings of the Mass and much more can 
be found at www.ibreviary.com 
 
Another good resource is http://www.catholicireland.net/ Reflections on the readings 
of the Mass, suggestions for children’s faith formation and lots more. 
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Private visits to the church  
 

The church is now open for the public celebration of Mass. It will remain open  
Sunday to Thursday 9am-8pm, Friday 9am-1pm, Saturday 3pm-8pm for private 

prayer. To ensure the safety of all who visit, only the Gathering Area will be  
accessible. 
 
When paying a visit for private prayer: 
 

• Sanitize your hands upon entering 
• Choose any seat whilst maintaining social distancing 
• When you have finished, sanitize your hands 
• Take the large bottle of sanitizer and spray all over the seat you have used. 

There is no need to wipe it. 
• Sanitize your hands again before leaving 
 
Please try your best not to touch any surface other than the chair you are using. Also 
note that the toilet is not available for use.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.stathanasiuscarluke.org/


RE-OPENING OUR CHURCH FOR MASS 

Our church is now open for public Mass. Please keep the following in mind: 

1.    The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. If you choose to 
come to Mass, please consider attending Mass during the week, to take pressure off 
the Masses on Saturday evening and Sunday morning. If you feel anxious about  
taking part in Mass with others or feel that you are vulnerable in any way, please do 
not hesitate to stay at home nor feel guilty about it. Mass will continue to be live 
streamed. 

2.  The capacity of the church will be reduced due to social distancing.  

• This means you will need to book your place for the Mass you choose to                
attend. If you do not have a seat booked, you are not guaranteed entry. 
This is to ensure that each person who comes to Mass already has a seat              
allocated.  

• Couples will be able to sit together, as will families from the same household.  

• To book:                                                                                                                        
Please book online if possible from the Homepage of the parish website. If you 
are not online, ask a member of your family or a fellow parishioner to book for 
you. If this is still not possible, telephone/text 07907 609182  and leave a          
message. For more information, go to the page in the bulletin BOOKING 
YOUR SEAT FOR MASS 

• If you are booking for people outwith your household, please indicate this and also 
their names, and phone numbers. This ensures not only that they are guaranteed 
a seat but also that we have a record of everyone present.  

• Please make your booking as early as possible. Also remember to cancel if for 
whatever reason you cannot take up your booking.  

3.  Apart from children under 5 and people with a diagnosed health issue,                    
 everyone must wear a face-covering before entering the church and during the                   
 celebration of Mass. 

4. Each parishioner will be greeted at the door by ushers. You will be asked to 
stand in front of the camera for your temperature to be taken. If a high tempera-
ture is recorded, you will be tested once again by a hand-held thermometer. If 
your temperature is still too high, you will be asked to return home. Both tests 
are anonymous. Sanitising liquid will be available as you enter and leave and 
must be used. The toilet will not be available for use. 

5.  You will be accompanied by an usher to your designated seat. You are                           
 requested to take the seat indicated by the usher. 



6.  Everyone will remain seated throughout Mass which will last 30-35 minutes. 

7.  Holy Communion will be distributed at the very end of Mass, after the final 
 blessing and dismissal. For the reception of Holy Communion, please follow 
 the directions of the usher who will indicate when to leave your seat. The     
 congregation will present themselves according to where they are seated: first, 
 those seated around the organ, then those seated on Our Lady’s side, then those 
 on the Sacred Heart’s side, finally those seated in the Oratory. Once you have 
 received Holy Communion, please sanitise your hands once more, then leave 
 the church immediately by the side door. Make you way to the front of the 
 church where you can wait for your family and friends.  

8.   Baskets will be available at each door for your weekly contribution.                             
 Please consider donating through a Standing Order.  

9.  The Church will be sanitised after every Mass. 

10.  You can volunteer if you are over 16. The over 70s can also volunteer as 
 long as they have no underlying health issue. This is a wonderful opportunity 
 for our young people to contribute not only to our parish  life but  also to be     
 involved in the nation’s struggle against the virus. I know you will appreciate 
 this code of practice has been drawn up to protect your health and the health of 
 others. Your co-operation will be deeply appreciated 

  
These are challenging times for the parish and the Church. Thank you for your          
patience, forbearance and support. This is also a time of many graces and blessings 
and a God-given opportunity for us to grow as a community of faith. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you test positive for the coronavirus 
and have taken part in a recent Mass in 
the church, please inform Fr Magill 



BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR MASS 
(Please print off this sheet for family members and friends who are not online) 

 
 

You can book your seat for Mass by going to our parish website 
www.stathanasiuscarluke.org and by following the instructions there. The booking  
system is very easy to follow. 
 
Everyone who can is asked to use online booking. This ensures not only that your 
seat is reserved but also that your name and details are recorded in case you need to 
be contacted. These details will be deleted after 3 weeks. 
 
If you are making multiple bookings, you must do these separately. For instance, you 
may be requesting tickets for six people; three from the same household, one couple 
and one individual. This means you would have to make 3 bookings: one for a  
family block, one for a couple’s seating and one for an individual. 
 
Only members of the same household may sit together. 
 
If you are not online, please ask a family member or fellow parishioner to book 
on your behalf. Your name and contact details must be entered into the system, 
not those of the person booking for you. The person booking should enter their 
own email address. 
 
If for whatever reason you cannot make your booking online, you can do so by  
calling 07907 609182. Please leave a voicemail with 
 
•   Your name 
•   Your phone number 
•   Your choice of Mass (day and date) 
•   The number of seats required and the names of those requesting the 

  seats 
 
You will receive a text or call to confirm your request. 
 
This is a very different way of coming to our celebration of Mass together but it is 
necessary during these challenging times. Please have patience and forbearance. 
Very quickly we’ll all grow accustomed to this process and hopefully it will become 
second nature to us. If you have any questions, please contact Fr Magill. 
 
 
 
 
 



HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am. Monday-Friday: 
10am.SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request. 

21 Mount Stewart Street, Carluke, ML8 5EB. Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas F. Magill. Tel: 01555 771250.  
Mobile No: 07789708192; email: thomas2magill@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org 
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook. 
Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly (email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org) 
 
           

stathanasiuscarluke                  @saintaths             bit.ly/youtubestathanasiuscarluke                   

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for November: Artificial Intelligence 
We pray that the progress of robotics and artificial intelligence may always serve hu-
mankind.  

This month’s Lucky Numbers Draw: 1st No 35 Dennis Boyle £125;  2nd No 24 
Marie McGlone £75; 3rd No 10 Jack Murphy £50. Please contact Eddie Kelly at 
treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org for your winnings. 

Please remember to book online 
your seat for Mass. See guidance 
BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR 
MASS given in this bulletin. Thanks 
to everyone for your cooperation 
and patience. 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the Apostolic Plenipotentiary has announced modifications to 
the plenary indulgences for the deceased during November. The Decree containing these modifi-
cations was signed on 22 October, the liturgical memorial of Pope St John Paul II. Please follow 
the link on our home page for the full document. 

November is the month when, by tradition, we pray for the eternal rest of our deceased relatives 
and friends. This year, in all our churches, we remember especially those who have died during the 
pandemic. We also pray for those who have lost someone they loved, for those who were unable to 
say goodbye, and for those who are suffering the pain of grief. We pray for confidence in the lov-
ing mercy of God, for faith in the Resurrection to new life, and for the hope of being reunited in 
God’s kingdom. Daily mass in our parish will be celebrated for the eternal rest of all former pa-
rishioners and priests and for those you have asked to pray for. 

The De Profundis 

Out of the depths I have cried to Thee, O Lord; 
Lord hear my voice. Let Thy ears be attentive to 
the voice of my supplication. If Thou, O Lord, 
wilt mark iniquities, Lord, who shall stand it? 
For with Thee there is merciful forgiveness, and 
by reason of Thy law, I have waited for Thee, O 
Lord. My soul has relied on His word, my soul 
hath hoped in the Lord. From the morning watch 
even until night, let Israel hope in the Lord. Be-
cause with the Lord there is mercy; and with 
Him plentiful redemption. And He shall redeem 
Israel from all his iniquities.  

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest 
in peace. Amen 
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