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Sunday’s Readings 

FIRST READING 
Isaiah 5:1-7 

The vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel. 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 
 

Let me now sing of my friend, 

   my friend’s song concerning his vineyard. 
My friend had a vineyard 
   on a fertile hillside; 
he spaded it, cleared it of stones, 
   and planted the choicest vines; 
within it he built a watchtower, 
   and hewed out a wine press. 
Then he looked for the crop of grapes, 
   but what it yielded was wild grapes. 
 
Now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, 
   judge between me and my vineyard: 
What more was there to do for my vineyard 
   that I had not done? 
Why, when I looked for the crop of grapes, 
   did it bring forth wild grapes? 
Now, I will let you know 
   what I mean to do with my vineyard: 
take away its hedge, give it to grazing, 
   break through its wall, let it be trampled! 
Yes, I will make it a ruin: 
   it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
   but overgrown with thorns and briers; 
I will command the clouds 
   not to send rain upon it. 
The vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, 
   and the people of Judah are his cherished plant; 
he looked for judgment, but see, bloodshed! 
   for justice, but hark, the outcry! 



RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-2 

R. (Is 5:7a) The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel. 

A vine from Egypt you transplanted; 
   you drove away the nations and planted it. 
It put forth its foliage to the Sea, 
   its shoots as far as the River. 
 
R. The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel. 
 
Why have you broken down its walls, 
   so that every passer-by plucks its fruit, 
the boar from the forest lays it waste, 
   and the beasts of the field feed upon it? 
 
R. The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel. 
 
Once again, O LORD of hosts, 
   look down from heaven, and see; 
take care of this vine, 
   and protect what your right hand has planted 
   the son of man whom you yourself made strong. 
 
R. The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel. 
 
Then we will no more withdraw from you; 
   give us new life, and we will call upon your name. 
O LORD, God of hosts, restore us; 
   if your face shine upon us, then we shall be saved. 
 
R. The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel. 



HYMNS FOR MASS: 
Entrance 965; Com-

munion 720 & 629; Ex-

SECOND READING 
Philippians 4:6-9 

Do these things and the God of peace will be with you. 

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians 
 

Brothers and sisters: 

Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, 
   by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
   make your requests known to God. 
Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding 
   will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Finally, brothers and sisters, 
   whatever is true, whatever is honourable, 
   whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
   whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, 
   if there is any excellence 
   and if there is anything worthy of praise, 
   think about these things. 
Keep on doing what you have learned and received 
   and heard and seen in me. 
Then the God of peace will be with you. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
cf. John 15:16 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
I have chosen you from the world, says the Lord, 
to go out and bear fruit that will remain. 
 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 



GOSPEL 
Matthew 21:33-43 

He will lease his vineyard to other tenants. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people: 

“Hear another parable. 
There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, 
   put a hedge around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a tower. 
Then he leased it to tenants and went on a journey. 
When vintage time drew near, 
   he sent his servants to the tenants to obtain his produce. 
But the tenants seized the servants and one they beat, 
   another they killed, and a third they stoned. 
Again he sent other servants, more numerous than the first ones, 
   but they treated them in the same way. 
Finally, he sent his son to them, thinking, 
   ‘They will respect my son.’ 
But when the tenants saw the son, they said to one another, 
   ‘This is the heir. 
Come, let us kill him and acquire his inheritance.’ 
They seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 
What will the owner of the vineyard do to those tenants when he comes?” 
They answered him, 
   “He will put those wretched men to a wretched death 
   and lease his vineyard to other tenants 
   who will give him the produce at the proper times.” 
Jesus said to them, “Did you never read in the Scriptures: 
   The stone that the builders rejected 
      has become the cornerstone; 
   by the Lord has this been done, 
     and it is wonderful in our eyes? 
Therefore, I say to you, 
   the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 
   and given to a people that will produce its fruit.” 



A  PRAYERFUL REFLECTION ON TODAY’S GOSPEL 

Every one of us has been given a vineyard by God. Our families, our communities, 
our work, our church, our environment are all parts of our vineyard. God does not 
exclude anyone from their vineyard. People exclude themselves by failing to tend 
the vineyard they have been given. 
I am called by God to produce good fruits in this vineyard. In this time of  pandemic, 
how am I using the gifts he gave me to help others? 

 

Jesus came unto his own and his own did not receive him. What did Jesus do in           
response to his being rejected by the people? As you read the story what thoughts 
and feelings stir in you. 
What is this story trying to tell you about the God of Jesus, the Abba? 

 

One of the saddest statements in the gospels is this innocent comment of the father: 
‘They will respect my son.’ I am frightened to think what would happen if Jesus 
came into our world today. His message about the Kingdom of God would put him 
in direct opposition to so many other kingdoms. He would become an enemy to be 
got rid of. 
Jesus, you were thrown out and killed. But you took no revenge. Instead you                  
excused your torturers and by your love you reconciled everyone with God. You 
showed what divine love is like. You love me totally, no matter what I do. May I           
always wish others well, and pray for them instead of taking revenge on them when 
they hurt me. 

 

God for ages has tried to enlighten us with wisdom. He wants to bear the fruits that 
this produces. But we know that we are slow to accept such instruction. Finally, as a 
last resort, he sent his Son among us, thinking “They will respect my son” – listen 
carefully to and cherish him and his ways. But that too failed. 
We want to live our own lives as we like, and take our personal decisions in our own 
interest. We find it hard to adjust our living fully to Christ. Elements of this attitude 
“This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance” exist in us all. We 
block Jesus from having full sway. 
Our pride and our selfishness make us less receptive of God. 

 

The parable is clear. The tenants refuse to pay the rent. The rent collectors get beaten 
up. The landlord’s son is killed. The listeners understand that the story doesn’t end 
well for the tenants. Jesus develops the further point. The builders reject the very 
stone that will become the cornerstone. The religious leaders reject the son who will 
become the Holy One. 
The account of Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection was the original focus for 
Matthew, Mark and Luke when writing the gospels. This parable gives it to us in a 
nutshell. “This was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes.” 



Jesus speaks about the landlord whose absence causes the tenants to forget                    
themselves. I pray for all those who overlook signs of God's care and imagine God's 
absence; may my prayer for them and my action this day witness to God's presence 
and love. 
Jesus – the Son – comes to us so that we might receive our inheritance; we do not 
need to take anything by force, but can trust in Jesus’ promise, message and                 
presence. 
 
Lord, this parable is about those who rejected you, but also about me. I am the             
tenant of your vineyard. For me you have planted and protected a crop, and from me 
you expect some harvest. The fruit is for you, not for me. I may feel annoyed when 
you ask, but you are right to expect something of me. 
 
When I realise that Jesus is speaking about me, I need not fear. The Pharisees feared 
his words, because they feared how others were reacting. They were fearful because 
they lacked faith that deepdown they were loved. Prayer is enjoying moments of           
being loved, and then I am happy that Jesus is speaking about me. 
 
We are the tenants in the parable. We are provided by God with everything we need 
to make our vineyard prosper. God gives us the freedom to run the vineyard as we 
choose – but it is God’s. We need to be sensitive to what God desires of us. This is 
what prayer is about – coming to know the mind of God about our lives. 
What fruits will I produce for the Lord? 
 
A reflection from Sacred Space  https://www.sacredspace.ie/ 
 
 



FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS AND  

       FIRST CONFESSIONS 

Please pray for our children who celebrated their First 
Holy Communions on Saturday 3rd October: 
 
Emy Adam   Fraser Anderson 
Leah Brown   Ethan Carruthers 
Lana Irvine   Euan James 
Eoin Masters   Ellie Livingstone 
Chloe Mathers   Corey McIntyre 
Daniel O’Donnell  Aaron Pratt 
   Callum Toohey 

Please pray for our children who will               
celebrate their First Confession in the                
Sacrament of Reconciliation this Tuesday 
6th October 
 
Lewis Adams  Harris Armstrong 
Megan Bolger  Jamie Boyle 
Orla Campbell  Annabelle Carty 
Lucia Daye  Jacob Henderson 
Lara Kirk   Eva Meiklin 
Nora Milloy  Ruaridh Muldoon 
Marshal Murray Faye McGill 
Evie Swan  Dominic Szulc 
Millie Windsor Ruraidh McAtamney 
   Dylan Fisher 



 OCTOBER--MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY 

The month of October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary. The Memorial of Our Lady 
of the Rosary is celebrated on October 7. October falls during the liturgical season 
known as Ordinary Time, which is represented by the liturgical color green. This 
symbol of hope is the color of the sprouting seed and arouses in the faithful the hope 
of reaping the eternal harvest of heaven, especially the hope of a glorious resurrec-
tion. It is used in the offices and Masses of Ordinary Time.  

The Rosary had its origin in the liturgical mentality of former ages. Even at the pre-
sent time it is called "Mary's Psalter." There still are Catholics who consider the 150 
Hail Marys a substitute for the 150 psalms for those persons who neither have the 
time, the education, nor the opportunity to pray the Hours of the Divine Office. Thus 
"Mary's Psalter" is a shortened, simplified "breviary" — alongside the common 
Hour-prayer of the Church. — The Church's Year of Grace, Dr. Pius Parsch 

The Rosary is Christocentric setting forth the entire life of Jesus Christ, the passion, 
death, resurrection and glory. Of course, the Rosary honours and contemplates Mary 
too, and rightly so, for the same reason that the Liturgical Year does likewise: 
"Because of the mission she received from God, her life is most closely linked with 
the mysteries of Jesus Christ, and there is no one who has followed in the footsteps 
of the Incarnate Word more closely and with more merit than she"142 (Mediator 
Dei). Meditation on this cycle of Joyful, Sorrowful, Glorious and Luminous Myster-
ies makes the Rosary not only "a breviary or summary of the Gospel and of Chris-
tian life,"(Ingravescentibus malis) but also a compendium of the Liturgical Year. 
Therewith the Rosary stands revealed as a dynamic teacher and nurturer of Christian 
faith, morality, and spiritual perfection, fostering in various ways faith, hope, charity, 
and the other virtues, and mediating special graces, all to the end that we may be-
come more and more like unto Christ. — Mariology, Juniper B. Carol, O.F.M. 

In October 2002 PopeJohn Paul II wrote the Apostolic Letter Rosarium Virginis 
Mariae (the Rosary of the Virgin Mary)." This letter introduced five new mysteries, 
called the Luminous or Mysteries of Light, which are (1) Jesus' Baptism in the Jor-
dan, (2) Jesus' self-manifestation at the wedding of Cana, (3) Proclamation of the 
Kingdom of God, with the call to conversion, (4) the Transfiguration, and (5) the In-
stitution of the Eucharist. Try to make a more concerted effort to pray the Rosary to-
gether as a family during the month of October, read the Apostolic Letter to under-
stand the beauty of this devotion more deeply, and pray the new Luminous myster-
ies. October 16 is known as "Pope Day" on which we celebrate the gift of the papacy 
and our current pope.  

 

There will be October Devotions 
with Rosary and Benediction each 
Wednesday of the month, 7th, 
14th, 21st & 28th at 7pm. Please 
book your place online. 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10_1.cfm
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=12022
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=4466
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=4466


Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during 
this health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook 
page for new materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the  
Sunday Gospel.  Also check out our Links page on the website and you will be  
directed to other useful sites. Remember our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some 
beautiful prayers and reflections can be accessed there. 
 
Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk. 
There is also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative   
Theology. All you have to do is ask to join. 
There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: @LectioMotherwe1, 
@rcmotherwell and @motherwellRE 
Recently a new Facebook page has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult  
Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at deepening our understanding of the 
faith. 
 
The Liturgy of the Hours, the prayers and readings of the Mass and much more can 
be found at www.ibreviary.com 
 
Another good resource is http://www.catholicireland.net/ Reflections on the readings 
of the Mass, suggestions for children’s faith formation and lots more. 
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Private visits to the church  
 

The church is now open for the public celebration of Mass. It will remain open  
Sunday to Thursday 9am-8pm, Friday 9am-1pm, Saturday 3pm-8pm for private 

prayer. To ensure the safety of all who visit, only the Gathering Area will be  
accessible. 
 
When paying a visit for private prayer: 
 

• Sanitize your hands upon entering 
• Choose any seat whilst maintaining social distancing 
• When you have finished, sanitize your hands 
• Take the large bottle of sanitizer and spray all over the seat you have used. 

There is no need to wipe it. 
• Sanitize your hands again before leaving 
 
Please try your best not to touch any surface other than the chair you are using. Also 
note that the toilet is not available for use.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.stathanasiuscarluke.org/


RE-OPENING OUR CHURCH FOR MASS 

Our church is now open for public Mass. Please keep the following in mind: 

1.    The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. If you choose to 
come to Mass, please consider attending Mass during the week, to take pressure off 
the Masses on Saturday evening and Sunday morning. If you feel anxious about  
taking part in Mass with others or feel that you are vulnerable in any way, please do 
not hesitate to stay at home nor feel guilty about it. Mass will continue to be live 
streamed. 

2.  The capacity of the church will be reduced due to social distancing.  

• This means you will need to book your place for the Mass you choose to                
attend. If you do not have a seat booked, you are not guaranteed entry. 
This is to ensure that each person who comes to Mass already has a seat              
allocated.  

• Couples will be able to sit together, as will families from the same household.  

• To book:                                                                                                                        
Please book online if possible from the Homepage of the parish website. If you 
are not online, ask a member of your family or a fellow parishioner to book for 
you. If this is still not possible, telephone/text 07907 609182  and leave a          
message. For more information, go to the page in the bulletin BOOKING 
YOUR SEAT FOR MASS 

• If you are booking for people outwith your household, please indicate this and also 
their names, and phone numbers. This ensures not only that they are guaranteed 
a seat but also that we have a record of everyone present.  

• Please make your booking as early as possible. Also remember to cancel if for 
whatever reason you cannot take up your booking.  

3.  Apart from children under 5 and people with a diagnosed health issue,                    
 everyone must wear a face-covering before entering the church and during the                   
 celebration of Mass. 

4. Each parishioner will be greeted at the door by ushers. You will be asked to 
stand in front of the camera for your temperature to be taken. If a high tempera-
ture is recorded, you will be tested once again by a hand-held thermometer. If 
your temperature is still too high, you will be asked to return home. Both tests 
are anonymous. Sanitising liquid will be available as you enter and leave and 
must be used. The toilet will not be available for use. 

5.  You will be accompanied by an usher to your designated seat. You are                           
 requested to take the seat indicated by the usher. 



6.  Everyone will remain seated throughout Mass which will last 30-35 minutes. 

7.  Holy Communion will be distributed at the very end of Mass, after the final 
 blessing and dismissal. For the reception of Holy Communion, please follow 
 the directions of the usher who will indicate when to leave your seat. The     
 congregation will present themselves according to where they are seated: first, 
 those seated around the organ, then those seated on Our Lady’s side, then those 
 on the Sacred Heart’s side, finally those seated in the Oratory. Once you have 
 received Holy Communion, please sanitise your hands once more, then leave 
 the church immediately by the side door. Make you way to the front of the 
 church where you can wait for your family and friends.  

8.   Baskets will be available at each door for your weekly contribution.                             
 Please consider donating through a Standing Order.  

9.  The Church will be sanitised after every Mass. 

10.  You can volunteer if you are over 16. The over 70s can also volunteer as 
 long as they have no underlying health issue. This is a wonderful opportunity 
 for our young people to contribute not only to our parish  life but  also to be     
 involved in the nation’s struggle against the virus. I know you will appreciate 
 this code of practice has been drawn up to protect your health and the health of 
 others. Your co-operation will be deeply appreciated 

  
These are challenging times for the parish and the Church. Thank you for your          
patience, forbearance and support. This is also a time of many graces and blessings 
and a God-given opportunity for us to grow as a community of faith. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you test positive for the coronavirus 
and have taken part in a recent Mass in 
the church, please inform Fr Magill 



BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR MASS 
(Please print off this sheet for family members and friends who are not online) 

 
 

You can book your seat for Mass by going to our parish website 
www.stathanasiuscarluke.org and by following the instructions there. The booking  
system is very easy to follow. 
 
Everyone who can is asked to use online booking. This ensures not only that your 
seat is reserved but also that your name and details are recorded in case you need to 
be contacted. These details will be deleted after 3 weeks. 
 
If you are making multiple bookings, you must do these separately. For instance, you 
may be requesting tickets for six people; three from the same household, one couple 
and one individual. This means you would have to make 3 bookings: one for a  
family block, one for a couple’s seating and one for an individual. 
 
Only members of the same household may sit together. 
 
If you are not online, please ask a family member or fellow parishioner to book 
on your behalf. Your name and contact details must be entered into the system, 
not those of the person booking for you. The person booking should enter their 
own email address. 
 
If for whatever reason you cannot make your booking online, you can do so by  
calling 07907 609182. Please leave a voicemail with 
 
•   Your name 
•   Your phone number 
•   Your choice of Mass (day and date) 
•   The number of seats required and the names of those requesting the 

  seats 
 
You will receive a text or call to confirm your request. 
 
This is a very different way of coming to our celebration of Mass together but it is 
necessary during these challenging times. Please have patience and forbearance. 
Very quickly we’ll all grow accustomed to this process and hopefully it will become 
second nature to us. If you have any questions, please contact Fr Magill. 
 
 
 
 
 



HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am. Monday-Friday: 
10am.SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request. 

21 Mount Stewart Street, Carluke, ML8 5EB. Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas F. Magill. Tel: 01555 771250.  
Mobile No: 07789708192; email: thomas2magill@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org 
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook. 
Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly (email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org) 
 
           

stathanasiuscarluke                  @saintaths             bit.ly/youtubestathanasiuscarluke                   

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for October: The Laity's Mission in the 
Church: We pray that by the virtue of baptism, the laity, especially women, may 
participate more in areas of responsibility in the Church.  

This month’s Lucky Numbers Draw: 1st No 35 Dennis Boyle £125;  2nd No 24 
Marie McGlone £75; 3rd No 10 Jack Murphy £50. Please contact Eddie Kelly at 
treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org for your winnings. 

Please remember to book online 
your seat for Mass. See guidance 
BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR 
MASS given in this bulletin. Thanks 
to everyone for your cooperation 
and patience. 

During morning Mass on Tuesday 6th October, Bishop Toal will institute Michael 
Meechan in the Ministry of Acolyte as part of his journey towards the Diaconate. 
Pope Paul VI, who reformed this important Ministry, described it in the following 
way: 

The acolyte is appointed in order to aid the deacon and to           
minister to the priest. It is his duty therefore to attend to the         
service of the altar and to assist the deacon and the priest in         
liturgical celebrations, especially in the celebration of Mass … 
He may also, to the extent needed, take care of instructing other 
faithful who on a temporary basis are appointed to assist the 
priest or deacon in liturgical celebrations by carrying the           
missal, cross, candles, etc., or by performing other such duties. 
He will perform these functions more worthily if he participates 
in the holy Eucharist with increasingly fervent devotion,               

receives nourishment from it, and deepens his knowledge about it.  
We keep Michael in our prayers and ask the Lord to pour in abundance his grace  
upon him so that he will continue to serve the Lord’s people with 
fervour and love. 
 
At the end of Mass, Bishop Toal will award Liam Gault with the 
Papal Benemerenti (Medal of Honour) conferred on him by Pope 
Francis in recognition of his dedicated work as project manager in 
the church refurbishment. Congratulations, Liam! 

https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KLj9H22zFWq3gAA2xNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTIyMWYzMmxnBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANiMGVmMzM1MjhjNWJiZmU2YmVjYmY2ZjM2ODgxM2EzMQRncG9zAzMEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch
https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KLj9Lm3DFWFksAfkhNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTIydGNocWM0BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM5ZDU2YTUyMzRjMDk4OTBkMjJhYTk3NjgxYTU5YmI1MQRncG9zAzUEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch
https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KLj.qY3jFWzkoArg5NBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTIzMXBkcmM0BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMyNWI5NGUxMTEyMjYyMTJlMjJkYzNlYjNjZjRkZGY3NQRncG9zAzEwBGl0A2Jpbmc-?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.images.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch

