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Sunday’s Readings 

FIRST READING 
Exodus 22:20-26 

If you wrong the widow and the orphan, my wrath will flare up against you. 

A reading from the Book of Exodus 
 

Thus says the LORD: 

“You shall not molest or oppress an alien, 
   for you were once aliens yourselves in the land of Egypt. 
You shall not wrong any widow or orphan. 
If ever you wrong them and they cry out to me, 
   I will surely hear their cry. 
My wrath will flare up, and I will kill you with the sword; 
   then your own wives will be widows, and your children orphans. 
 
“If you lend money to one of your poor neighbours among my people, 
   you shall not act like an extortioner toward him 
   by demanding interest from him. 
If you take your neighbour's cloak as a pledge, 
   you shall return it to him before sunset; 
   for this cloak of his is the only covering he has for his body. 
What else has he to sleep in? 
If he cries out to me, I will hear him; for I am compassionate.” 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 

R. I love you, Lord, my strength. 

I love you, O LORD, my strength, 
   O LORD, my rock, my fortress, my deliverer. 
 
R. I love you, Lord, my strength. 



My God, my rock of refuge, 
   my shield, the horn of my salvation, my stronghold! 
Praised be the LORD, I exclaim, 
   and I am safe from my enemies. 
 
R. I love you, Lord, my strength. 
 
The LORD lives and blessed be my rock! 
   Extolled be God my saviour. 
You who gave great victories to your king 
   and showed kindness to your anointed. 
 
R. I love you, Lord, my strength. 

 

SECOND READING 
1 Thessalonians 1:5c-10 

You turned from idols to serve the living and true God and to await his Son from 
heaven. 

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians 
 

Brothers and sisters: 

You know what sort of people we were among you for your sake. 
And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, 
   receiving the word in great affliction, with joy from the Holy Spirit, 
   so that you became a model for all the believers 
   in Macedonia and in Achaia. 
For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth 
   not only in Macedonia and in Achaia, 
   but in every place your faith in God has gone forth, 
   so that we have no need to say anything. 
For they themselves openly declare about us 
   what sort of reception we had among you, 
   and how you turned to God from idols 
   to serve the living and true God 
   and to await his Son from heaven, 
   whom he raised from the dead, 
   Jesus, who delivers us from the coming wrath. 



HYMNS FOR MASS: 
Entrance 965; Com-

munion 720 & 629; Ex-

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Jn 14:23 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Whoever loves me will keep my word, says the Lord, 
and my Father will love him and we will come to him. 
 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL 
Matthew 22:34-40 

You shall love the Lord your God and your neighbour as yourself. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, 

   they gathered together, and one of them, 
   a scholar of the law tested him by asking, 
   “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 
He said to him, 
   “You shall love the Lord, your God, 
   with all your heart, 
   with all your soul, 
   and with all your mind. 
This is the greatest and the first commandment. 
The second is like it: 
   You shall love your neighbour as yourself. 
The whole law and the prophets depend on these two commandments. 



PRAYING TODAY’S GOSPEL— 

• The fact that Jesus, almost in the same breath, says we are to love God and love 
our neighbour means that one love is not greater than the other. They are interde-
pendent. By loving God, we love our neighbour. By loving our neighbour, we 
love God. 

• When the Dalai Lama was asked to comment on the instruction “love your neigh-
bour as yourself”, he commented “poor neighbour!” We too often forget the mod-
ifying phrase in Jesus’ instruction. Lord, help me to be merciful to myself so that 
I can be merciful to others. Help me to love myself as much as you love me! 

• Not only are these two commandments similar they are complementary and in-
separable. In other words, it is not possible to love God and not love the neigh-
bour and vice versa. 

• Jesus is saying that as long as one is truly loving God and the neighbour, the rest 
of the Law will take care of itself. And there may even be times when such love 
will transcend and override the requirements of some laws. No truly loving act 
can ever be sinful. In this time of prayer, what does loving myself mean today? 
What does loving my neighbour mean today?  

• The greatest and first commandment is challenging. Do I really believe in God 
and love God? God’s love shines on me like the sun shines on earth. Nothing I do 
could make God love me more. In this continual relationship with the mystery of 
God’s love, I know my doubts. I can only say “Lord I believe, help my unbelief.” 

• The second commandment is easier to grasp and harder to follow: Love your 
neighbour as yourself. God is visible through my neighbour. I can ponder on my 
love for others, those close to me. And I ponder on my attitude towards every 
stranger around the world who is my sister and brother. I pray for them. What are 
my actions on behalf of “my neighbour?” 

• There were more than six hundred commandments in the Jewish Law and it was 
often asked which of these had priority over the others. In answering the question 
Jesus gives not one but two commandments:- love your God with your whole 
heart and soul; and love your neighbour as yourself. Both answers are taken from 
the Law of Moses (Deuteronomy 6:4-5 and Leviticus 19:18 respectively). 

• We know that Jesus gives his own interpretation to these two commandments. In 
his view, the two commandments are inseparable. We cannot love God and then 
refuse to love our neighbour. Jesus extends the meaning of ‘neighbour’ to include 
every single person and not just the people of one’s own race, religion or family. 

• God’s standard of love is the love of Jesus who died for us. “God proves his love 
for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). 

• While Jesus praises the lawyer, the man has to make the crucial step of commit-
ting himself to follow Jesus. 

 
From Sacred Space 
  



PICTURE MEDITATION ON TODAY’S GOSPEL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Around Jesus – on the other side - a crowd of people. Jesus is pointing at them with 
his left hand. With his right he points up to heaven. His hands illustrate his words: 
loving God has the same value as loving the people. 

The artist places Jesus – characteristically clothed in his red colour - in the centre of 
his painting. The golden sun of God in the background gives the impression of a            
halo. One of the Pharisees stands in front of him; the finger of his right hand points 
at Jesus, the left hand seems to say, ‘And what do you think about...?’ On his side in 
the background two other religious leaders talking with each other; one of them in a 
white garment (the pope?). 



Around Jesus – on the other side - a crowd of people. Jesus is pointing at them with 
his left hand. With his right he points up to heaven. His hands illustrate his words: 
loving God has the same value as loving the people. 

Two worlds are placed in front of each other: the religious leaders on the left side, 
and Jesus with his people on the other side. On the left: no woman, only men, three 
men: happy few? On Jesus’ side: a crowd of men and women; the crowd seems to 
continue outside the painting. Two separated worlds, almost. First they are connect-
ed by the sun at the background, representing the presence of God. Secondly, there is 
another connection between these two worlds: the finger of the Pharisee. He is 
pointing at the arm which says, ‘You must love the Lord your God...’ He may well 
recognize what that arm says. But will he make the connection with the other hand? 

I look at the Pharisee. It is clear for what purpose he came to Jesus. He wanted to 
know if Jesus really was an orthodox faithful. Do I recognize (something of) myself 
in him? 

And I look at the people around Jesus. Why did they come to him? To listen to him? 
To be healed? Consoled? They do not look very joyful. Is that deliberately meant by 
the artist to make clear that they have to be loved by their religious leaders, and 
weren’t till this moment? 

Can I identify myself with one of these people? And can I identify myself with                 
Jesus?

Meditation by Fr Dries van den Akker S.J  



P0PE FRANCIS REFLECTS ON THE GREAT COMMANDMENT 

This Sunday’s liturgy presents to us a brief but very important evangelical passage 
(Cf. Matthew 22:34-40). The evangelist Matthew recounts that the Pharisees came              
together to put Jesus to the test. One of them, a Doctor of the Law, asked Him this              
question: “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” (v. 36). It’s an                    
insidious question because in the Law of Moses more than six hundred precepts are 
mentioned. How can one distinguish, among all these, the great commandment?                       
However, Jesus has no hesitation and answers: “You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” And He adds: “You shall 
love your neighbour as yourself” (vv. 37.39). 

Jesus’ answer is not a given because, among the many precepts of the Jewish Law, the 
most important were the Ten Commandments, communicated directly by God to Moses, 
as conditions of the pact of the Covenant with the people.  However, Jesus wants it                
understood that without the love of God and of one’s neighbour there isn’t true fidelity to 
this Covenant with the Lord. You can do many good things, fulfil many precepts, many 
good things, but if you don’t have love it’s all for nought. 

It’s confirmed by another text of the book of Exodus, called “Code of the Covenant,” 
where it states that one can’t be in the Covenant with the Lord and mistreat those that    
enjoy His protection. And who are those that enjoy His protection? The Bible says: they 
are the widow, the orphan, the stranger, the migrant, namely, the people most alone and 
vulnerable (Cf. Exodus 22:20-21). Answering those Pharisees who had questioned Him, 
Jesus tries to help them put their religiosity in order, to re-establish what really counts and 
what is less important. Jesus says: “On these two commandments depend all the Law 
and the Prophets” (Matthew 22:40). They are the most important and the others depend 
on these two. And Jesus in fact lived His life precisely thus: preaching and doing what re-
ally counts and is essential, namely, love. Love gives impetus and fruitfulness to life and 
to the journey of faith: without love, life and faith remain sterile. 

What Jesus proposes in this evangelical page is a stupendous ideal, which corresponds 
to the most authentic desire of our heart. In fact, we were created to love and to be loved. 
God, who is Love, has created us to make us participants in His life, to be loved by Him 
and to love Him and, with Him, to love other people. This is God’s “dream” for man. And, 
to realize it, we need His grace; we need to receive in ourselves the capacity to love, 
which comes from God Himself. Jesus offers us the Eucharist in fact for this. In it we re-
ceive Jesus in the greatest expression of His love, when He offered Himself to the Father 
for our salvation. 

May the Holy Virgin help us to receive in our life the “great commandment” of love of God 
and of our neighbour. In fact, even if we have known it since we were children, we will 
never end being converted to it and putting it into practice in the different situations in 
which we find ourselves. 



 

POPE FRANCIS’ NEW ENCYCLICAL LETTER 

FRATELLI TUTTI (BROTHERS AND SISTERS ALL) 

(Summary by Professor Anna Rowlands 

 

The Encyclical Letter Fratelli Tutti is about love and attention – the kind of attention 
that brings a broken and bleeding world back to health. It is a social meditation on 
the Good Samaritan, who recognises love and attention as the preeminent law, and 
models for us creative social friendship. 
 
Pope Francis asks us to gaze at the world similarly, such that we come to see the 
basic, indispensable relation of all things and people, near and far. In its simplicity 
of call, Fratelli Tutti is a devastating challenge to our ecological, political, economic 
and social life. But above all it is a proclamation of an ineradicable, joyful truth,          
presented here as a well-spring for a fatigued world. 
 
This letter is not a coolly detached critique. Its spiritual discipline sees the humanis-
ing task this way: to be truly human is to be willing to look at the world in its beauty 
and its pain, to listen deeply through human encounters to the griefs and the joys of 
one’s age and to take these into oneself, to carry them as one’s own. 
 
The notion that all created life shares its origin in God the Father, and that in Christ 
we become sisters and brothers, bonded in dignity, care, and friendship, is one of the 
oldest social teachings of Christianity. The names at the heart of this letter are those 
of the scriptures: we are brothers, sisters, neighbours, friends. The early Christians 
shaped their views of money, community, and politics based on this vision. That a 
theme so ancient is spoken with such urgency now is because Pope Francis fears a 
detachment from the view that we are all really responsible for all, all related to all, 
all entitled to a just share of what has been given for the good of all. It is not a 
mockable fantasy to believe this. He writes with grief about the cultural cynicism 
and impoverishment limiting our social imaginations. It is not absurd to 
acknowledge kinship beyond borders, to crave cultures where social bonds are re-
spected and encounter and dialogue are practiced. 
 
Fratelli Tutti makes clear that universal fraternity and social friendship must be 
practised together. Failure to do this abounds. Globalisation proclaims universal  
values but fails to practice encounter and attention – especially, to difference and the 
most vulnerable. Digital communications trade on our hunger for connection but 
distort it, producing a febrile bondedness built on binaries of likes and dislikes, and 
commodified by powerful interests. Populism appeals to the desire for stability, 
rootedness, and rewarding work, but lets hostility distort these desires. Liberalism 
imagines freedom in terms of the self-interested individual and discounts our deeply 
inter-connected lives. We forget what enables societies to endure and renew. These 
are our false materialisms. 
 



This letter has its roots in a specific interfaith encounter. It is unashamed about its 
religious character and call. A transcendent truth is not a burden, but a gift securing 
the roots of our action. It can reduce the anxiety we feel about taking risks together 
for the transformation of our world. Faith is our wellspring. It is part of how we can 
name and move beyond the grieving indifference of our age. 
 
For this reason, the encyclical is clear about the weight of responsibility borne by 
religious communities. Religious groups are caught up in the digital and market          
cultures that harm us. Inexcusably, religious leaders have been slow to condemn        
unjust practices, past and present. Religion too stands in need of repentance and        
renewal. Fratelli Tutti exhorts religions to be models of dialogue, brokers of peace, 
and bearers of the message of transcendent love to a hungry, cynical and uprooted 
world. 
 
Echoing the Abu Dhabi statement, the encyclical restates the absolute dignity of the 
human person, over which no political preference, no ‘law’ of the market can take 
precedence. Here Pope Francis highlights the treatment of migrants. He notes the 
biblical commands to welcome the stranger, the benefits that come with encounters 
between cultures, and the invitation to sheer gratuitous love. But he also extends  
earlier social teaching on the universal destination of goods, making clear that         
nations are entitled to their land, wealth and property insofar as this enables all            
humankind to access the means for survival and fulfilment. A nation bears                 
obligations to the whole human family and not merely towards its own citizens.      
Dignity, solidarity, and the universal destination of material goods are the hallmarks 
of this teaching. Pope Francis warns against closed forms of populism, but he                 
upholds the importance of seeing ourselves as ‘a people’. Following St Augustine, 
he reminds us that to become ‘a people’ is based on encountering each other in            
dialogue, face to face and side by side. Together we negotiate the enduring common 
loves we wish to live by. This is a dynamic unfinished process of social peace            
building, one that is the fruit of a genuine search for, and exchange of, truths. A             
culture is only healthy to the extent that it remains open to others. This renewal of 
political cultures happens only with, not for the most marginalised. The role of 
grassroots movements is key to this participation. 
 
The naming of God as our kin, and ourselves as kin and kind in this image, is                  
love-language. There are other ways of naming God. But the message Pope Francis 
wishes us to hear for this moment is that we are made fully human by what draws us 
beyond ourselves. What makes this possible is a divine love, open to all, that births, 
bonds, bridges and endlessly renews. This love cannot be erased or disposed of, and 
it is the basis of Pope Francis’s call to us with St Francis’s words of loving attention: 
‘Fratelli Tutti’… 
The link to the full document can be found on the home page of our parish website. 



 OCTOBER--MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY 

The month of October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary. The Memorial of Our Lady 
of the Rosary is celebrated on October 7. October falls during the liturgical season 
known as Ordinary Time, which is represented by the liturgical color green. This 
symbol of hope is the color of the sprouting seed and arouses in the faithful the hope 
of reaping the eternal harvest of heaven, especially the hope of a glorious resurrec-
tion. It is used in the offices and Masses of Ordinary Time.  

The Rosary had its origin in the liturgical mentality of former ages. Even at the pre-
sent time it is called "Mary's Psalter." There still are Catholics who consider the 150 
Hail Marys a substitute for the 150 psalms for those persons who neither have the 
time, the education, nor the opportunity to pray the Hours of the Divine Office. Thus 
"Mary's Psalter" is a shortened, simplified "breviary" — alongside the common 
Hour-prayer of the Church. — The Church's Year of Grace, Dr. Pius Parsch 

The Rosary is Christocentric setting forth the entire life of Jesus Christ, the passion, 
death, resurrection and glory. Of course, the Rosary honours and contemplates Mary 
too, and rightly so, for the same reason that the Liturgical Year does likewise: 
"Because of the mission she received from God, her life is most closely linked with 
the mysteries of Jesus Christ, and there is no one who has followed in the footsteps 
of the Incarnate Word more closely and with more merit than she"142 (Mediator 
Dei). Meditation on this cycle of Joyful, Sorrowful, Glorious and Luminous Myster-
ies makes the Rosary not only "a breviary or summary of the Gospel and of Chris-
tian life,"(Ingravescentibus malis) but also a compendium of the Liturgical Year. 
Therewith the Rosary stands revealed as a dynamic teacher and nurturer of Christian 
faith, morality, and spiritual perfection, fostering in various ways faith, hope, charity, 
and the other virtues, and mediating special graces, all to the end that we may be-
come more and more like unto Christ. — Mariology, Juniper B. Carol, O.F.M. 

In October 2002 PopeJohn Paul II wrote the Apostolic Letter Rosarium Virginis 
Mariae (the Rosary of the Virgin Mary)." This letter introduced five new mysteries, 
called the Luminous or Mysteries of Light, which are (1) Jesus' Baptism in the Jor-
dan, (2) Jesus' self-manifestation at the wedding of Cana, (3) Proclamation of the 
Kingdom of God, with the call to conversion, (4) the Transfiguration, and (5) the In-
stitution of the Eucharist. Try to make a more concerted effort to pray the Rosary to-
gether as a family during the month of October, read the Apostolic Letter to under-
stand the beauty of this devotion more deeply, and pray the new Luminous myster-
ies. October 16 is known as "Pope Day" on which we celebrate the gift of the papacy 
and our current pope.  

 

There will be October Devotions 
with Rosary and Benediction each 
Wednesday of the month, 7th, 
14th, 21st & 28th at 7pm. Please 
book your place online. 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10_1.cfm
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=12022
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=4466
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=4466


Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during 
this health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook 
page for new materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the  
Sunday Gospel.  Also check out our Links page on the website and you will be  
directed to other useful sites. Remember our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some 
beautiful prayers and reflections can be accessed there. 
 
Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk. 
There is also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative   
Theology. All you have to do is ask to join. 
There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: @LectioMotherwe1, 
@rcmotherwell and @motherwellRE 
Recently a new Facebook page has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult  
Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at deepening our understanding of the 
faith. 
 
The Liturgy of the Hours, the prayers and readings of the Mass and much more can 
be found at www.ibreviary.com 
 
Another good resource is http://www.catholicireland.net/ Reflections on the readings 
of the Mass, suggestions for children’s faith formation and lots more. 
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Private visits to the church  
 

The church is now open for the public celebration of Mass. It will remain open  
Sunday to Thursday 9am-8pm, Friday 9am-1pm, Saturday 3pm-8pm for private 

prayer. To ensure the safety of all who visit, only the Gathering Area will be  
accessible. 
 
When paying a visit for private prayer: 
 

• Sanitize your hands upon entering 
• Choose any seat whilst maintaining social distancing 
• When you have finished, sanitize your hands 
• Take the large bottle of sanitizer and spray all over the seat you have used. 

There is no need to wipe it. 
• Sanitize your hands again before leaving 
 
Please try your best not to touch any surface other than the chair you are using. Also 
note that the toilet is not available for use.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.stathanasiuscarluke.org/


RE-OPENING OUR CHURCH FOR MASS 

Our church is now open for public Mass. Please keep the following in mind: 

1.    The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. If you choose to 
come to Mass, please consider attending Mass during the week, to take pressure off 
the Masses on Saturday evening and Sunday morning. If you feel anxious about  
taking part in Mass with others or feel that you are vulnerable in any way, please do 
not hesitate to stay at home nor feel guilty about it. Mass will continue to be live 
streamed. 

2.  The capacity of the church will be reduced due to social distancing.  

• This means you will need to book your place for the Mass you choose to                
attend. If you do not have a seat booked, you are not guaranteed entry. 
This is to ensure that each person who comes to Mass already has a seat              
allocated.  

• Couples will be able to sit together, as will families from the same household.  

• To book:                                                                                                                        
Please book online if possible from the Homepage of the parish website. If you 
are not online, ask a member of your family or a fellow parishioner to book for 
you. If this is still not possible, telephone/text 07907 609182  and leave a          
message. For more information, go to the page in the bulletin BOOKING 
YOUR SEAT FOR MASS 

• If you are booking for people outwith your household, please indicate this and also 
their names, and phone numbers. This ensures not only that they are guaranteed 
a seat but also that we have a record of everyone present.  

• Please make your booking as early as possible. Also remember to cancel if for 
whatever reason you cannot take up your booking.  

3.  Apart from children under 5 and people with a diagnosed health issue,                    
 everyone must wear a face-covering before entering the church and during the                   
 celebration of Mass. 

4. Each parishioner will be greeted at the door by ushers. You will be asked to 
stand in front of the camera for your temperature to be taken. If a high tempera-
ture is recorded, you will be tested once again by a hand-held thermometer. If 
your temperature is still too high, you will be asked to return home. Both tests 
are anonymous. Sanitising liquid will be available as you enter and leave and 
must be used. The toilet will not be available for use. 

5.  You will be accompanied by an usher to your designated seat. You are                           
 requested to take the seat indicated by the usher. 



6.  Everyone will remain seated throughout Mass which will last 30-35 minutes. 

7.  Holy Communion will be distributed at the very end of Mass, after the final 
 blessing and dismissal. For the reception of Holy Communion, please follow 
 the directions of the usher who will indicate when to leave your seat. The     
 congregation will present themselves according to where they are seated: first, 
 those seated around the organ, then those seated on Our Lady’s side, then those 
 on the Sacred Heart’s side, finally those seated in the Oratory. Once you have 
 received Holy Communion, please sanitise your hands once more, then leave 
 the church immediately by the side door. Make you way to the front of the 
 church where you can wait for your family and friends.  

8.   Baskets will be available at each door for your weekly contribution.                             
 Please consider donating through a Standing Order.  

9.  The Church will be sanitised after every Mass. 

10.  You can volunteer if you are over 16. The over 70s can also volunteer as 
 long as they have no underlying health issue. This is a wonderful opportunity 
 for our young people to contribute not only to our parish  life but  also to be     
 involved in the nation’s struggle against the virus. I know you will appreciate 
 this code of practice has been drawn up to protect your health and the health of 
 others. Your co-operation will be deeply appreciated 

  
These are challenging times for the parish and the Church. Thank you for your          
patience, forbearance and support. This is also a time of many graces and blessings 
and a God-given opportunity for us to grow as a community of faith. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you test positive for the coronavirus 
and have taken part in a recent Mass in 
the church, please inform Fr Magill 



BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR MASS 
(Please print off this sheet for family members and friends who are not online) 

 
 

You can book your seat for Mass by going to our parish website 
www.stathanasiuscarluke.org and by following the instructions there. The booking  
system is very easy to follow. 
 
Everyone who can is asked to use online booking. This ensures not only that your 
seat is reserved but also that your name and details are recorded in case you need to 
be contacted. These details will be deleted after 3 weeks. 
 
If you are making multiple bookings, you must do these separately. For instance, you 
may be requesting tickets for six people; three from the same household, one couple 
and one individual. This means you would have to make 3 bookings: one for a  
family block, one for a couple’s seating and one for an individual. 
 
Only members of the same household may sit together. 
 
If you are not online, please ask a family member or fellow parishioner to book 
on your behalf. Your name and contact details must be entered into the system, 
not those of the person booking for you. The person booking should enter their 
own email address. 
 
If for whatever reason you cannot make your booking online, you can do so by  
calling 07907 609182. Please leave a voicemail with 
 
•   Your name 
•   Your phone number 
•   Your choice of Mass (day and date) 
•   The number of seats required and the names of those requesting the 

  seats 
 
You will receive a text or call to confirm your request. 
 
This is a very different way of coming to our celebration of Mass together but it is 
necessary during these challenging times. Please have patience and forbearance. 
Very quickly we’ll all grow accustomed to this process and hopefully it will become 
second nature to us. If you have any questions, please contact Fr Magill. 
 
 
 
 
 



HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am. Monday-Friday: 
10am.SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request. 

21 Mount Stewart Street, Carluke, ML8 5EB. Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas F. Magill. Tel: 01555 771250.  
Mobile No: 07789708192; email: thomas2magill@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org 
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook. 
Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly (email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org) 
 
           

stathanasiuscarluke                  @saintaths             bit.ly/youtubestathanasiuscarluke                   

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for October: The Laity's Mission in the 
Church: We pray that by the virtue of baptism, the laity, especially women, may 
participate more in areas of responsibility in the Church.  

This month’s Lucky Numbers Draw: 1st No 35 Dennis Boyle £125;  2nd No 24 
Marie McGlone £75; 3rd No 10 Jack Murphy £50. Please contact Eddie Kelly at 
treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org for your winnings. 

Please remember to book online 
your seat for Mass. See guidance 
BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR 
MASS given in this bulletin. Thanks 
to everyone for your cooperation 
and patience. 

Forms for your November lists are now available. Please take 
one, name your dear ones you wish to be remembered and 
return by the end of October. Mass each day of November 
will be offered for their eternal rest. If you would like a  
Memorial Plaque in the parish garden, please see Fr Magill 

 

SUNDAY TAKEAWAY: In today’s world, the sense of belonging to a single human 
family is fading, and the dream of working together for justice and peace seems an 
outdated utopia. What reigns instead is a cool, comfortable and globalized indiffer-
ence, born of deep disillusionment concealed behind a deceptive illusion: thinking 
that we are all-powerful, while failing to realize that we are all in the same boat. 
This illusion, unmindful of the great fraternal values, leads to “a sort of cynicism. 
For that is the temptation we face if we go down the road of disenchantment and 
disappointment… Isolation and withdrawal into one’s own interests are never the 
way to restore hope and bring about renewal. Rather, it is closeness; it is the culture 
of encounter. Isolation, no; closeness, yes. Culture clash, no; culture of encounter, 
yes.”  

Pope Francis, “Fratelli Tutti”, 30 

CONGRATULATIONS to Natalie Finnegan and 
Matthew Swan who were mar-
ried on Friday. May the Lord 
bless their love for each other 
and their family and give them a 
long and happy life together. 
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