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Sunday’s Readings 

1st Reading – Wisdom 6:12-16 

12 Resplendent and unfading is wisdom, and she is readily perceived by those who 
love her, and found by those who seek her. 

13 She hastens to make herself known in anticipation of their desire; 

14 Whoever watches for her at dawn shall not be disappointed, for he shall find her 
sitting by his gate. 

15 For taking thought of wisdom is the perfection of prudence, and whoever for her 
sake keeps vigil shall quickly be free from care; 

16 because she makes her own rounds, seeking those worthy of her, and graciously 
appears to them in the ways, and meets them with all solicitude. 
 

 

Responsorial Psalm – Psalm 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 

R.  My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

2 O God, you are my God whom I seek; 
for you my flesh pines and my soul thirsts 
like the earth, parched, lifeless and without water. 

 
R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

3 Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary 
to see your power and your glory, 
4 For your kindness is a greater good than life; 
my lips shall glorify you. 

 
R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 



5 Thus will I bless you while I live; 
lifting up my hands, I will call upon your name. 
6 As with the riches of a banquet shall my soul be satisfied, 
and with exultant lips my mouth shall praise you. 
R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

7 I will remember you upon my couch, 
and through the night-watches I will meditate on you: 
8 You are my help, 
and in the shadow of your wings I shout for joy. 
R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

 

 

2nd Reading – 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

13 We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, about those who have 
fallen asleep, so that you may not grieve like the rest, who have no hope. 

14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose, so too will God, through Jesus, bring 
with him those who have fallen asleep. 

15 Indeed, we tell you this, on the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, 
who are left until the coming of the Lord, will surely not precede those who have 
fallen asleep. 

16 For the Lord himself, with a word of command, with the voice of an archangel 
and with the trumpet of God, will come down from heaven, and the dead in Christ 
will rise first. 

17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Thus we shall always be with the Lord. 

18 Therefore, console one another with these words. 



HYMNS FOR MASS: 
Entrance 965; Com-

munion 720 & 629; Ex-

Alleluia – Matthew 24:42A, 44 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
42A Stay awake and be ready! 
44 For you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Gospel – Matthew 25:1-13 

Jesus told his disciples this parable: 

1 “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out 

to meet the bridegroom. 

2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 

3 The foolish ones, when taking their lamps, brought no oil with them, 

4 but the wise brought flasks of oil with their lamps. 

5 Since the bridegroom was long delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 

6 At midnight, there was a cry, ‘Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ 

7 Then all those virgins got up and trimmed their lamps. 

8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are go-

ing out.’ 

9 But the wise ones replied, ‘No, for there may not be enough for us and you. Go in-

stead to the merchants and buy some for yourselves.’ 

10 While they went off to buy it, the bridegroom came and those who were ready 

went into the wedding feast with him. Then the door was locked. 

11 Afterwards the other virgins came and said, ‘Lord, Lord, open the door for us!’ 

12 But he said in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 

13 Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 



REFLECTING ON TODAY’S GOSPEL  
 

Readiness, being alert, a sense of expectancy and hope, these are all things that Jesus 
tries to communicate through some of his parables. 
The foolishness of the five was not only that they forgot to bring extra oil, but                  
because they assumed the exact time that the groom was going to come. 
I ask myself: Who am I in the parable? Am I willing to wait on God even when I 
don’t know how long it will take? Can I faithfully entrust myself to the unknown 
with the certainty of God’s goodness? Talk to Jesus about these things. 
 
This gospel helps us to focus on the here and now. It helps us to learn to live totally 
in the present, to seek and find God there. If we can do that, then all the rest will 
take care of itself. Whether the Groom arrives early or late, it will not matter as he 
has been constantly part of my everyday life. 
Let us try to renew our commitment to God and to building and growing our                    
relationship with God through regular prayer and reflection. 
 
Today we remember Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, better known as Edith 
Stein. She was a precocious girl born into a Jewish family in Germany. Her intellec-
tual passion was for philosophy, always seeking the truth. After a long period where 
she rejected God, a casual encounter with the writings of Teresa of Avila led her to 
become a Catholic and then a cloistered Carmelite nun. Her life ended abruptly in 
the gas chambers of Auschwitz on the 9th of August 1942. She was canonised by 
Pope St John Paul II in 1998. 
I stand in awe at how God works in persons, opening their hearts to his presence and 
his wisdom. Edith Stein was a “wise virgin” who welcomed the groom even though 
he arrived late, at night. I look at how God has been present in my own life, shaping 
me more and more into his own image. I express my gratitude, and ask for wisdom 
and inner freedom. 
 
Here Jesus gives us a picture of Jewish wedding customs in his time. The groom 
would take the bride from her father’s house to his own, but only when all                         
negotiations had been completed: hence the delay in this case. A servant would alert 
the groom’s household that the couple were on their way. The foolish bridesmaids 
had to go off to find a late-night dealer in oil, so they were too late to welcome the 
couple. 
Mary would have listened to this story: chat with her about the celebration she had 
had to let go of when betrothed to Joseph. What would she say to you about your 
daily readiness to welcome God into your life? 
 
This is a parable that can be undone by focusing on what seems like "selfishness" in 
the prepared bridesmaids. I need to ask the help of the Holy Spirit who inspired                
Jesus to speak in this way to help me to listen and humbly to learn. 
Jesus tells us that there is a right time and a time when it will be too late. I ask God's 
help that I may realise what it is I might do now, how I might recognise the                      
approaching bridegroom and welcome him. 
From SACRED SPACE 



WHAT CATHOLICS BELIEVE ABOUT THE SECOND COMING 

A good deal of movies and shows and pop culture about the end times focus on 
things becoming a dystopia — disarray across the world as cities burn, as law and 
order evaporate, and as people devolve into anarchy. So when we wonder, “What 
will happen to me in the end times?” it’s easy to fixate on destruction, on fire, on 
who will be left behind or punished. 

Our tradition holds that the aspects of the end times that deal with judgment cannot 
be ignored — we need to be accountable to each other and to God for loving well. 
But it’s a little childish to be overly concerned with the fear of punishment or desire 
for a reward. This is a basic level of understanding — we can and should dig              
deeper.  Considering this in terms of a binary “judgment day” — will I go to heaven 
or hell? — doesn’t get us very far. Let’s switch lanes instead. Try thinking about the 
end times in light of the spiritual realities that most deeply shape our lives: faith, 
hope, and love. We’re called to hold fast to these things that are the most important 
aspects of life, even if they are invisible and we can’t prove them: we are called to 
desire and long for union with God, and to care fully for ourselves and others. At the 
end of the day, it all boils down to these three virtues.  

The end times will mean the passing away of all things temporary, including our 
earthly lives, and, in their place, the fullness and completeness of all things heavenly 
and divine. What that means for us is that we will experience fulfilment to the                  
degree that we hold on to faith, hope, and love. And if the divine is fully revealed in 
the end times, as we believe, then our faith will be fulfilled and our hope will be            
realized. This means all that remains is love.  

And if love is the one thing that remains, whether or not the world perishes in fire is 
a secondary question. We don’t know what will happen or what the end will hold. 
We do know we’ll be held in God’s love — which can sustain us even now.  

The love of God is something open to us every moment, but we have a tendency to 
fall short in these areas that help us see it clearly. As a result of our temptations and 
shortcomings and fickle wills, we only catch glimpses of God’s full love. That’s 
okay — even Pope Francis falls short. The whole mission of the Church is geared 
toward welcoming sinners into a community that is seeking to love better. 

When we open our hearts more regularly and intentionally to giving and receiving 
the love that is God, we more fully experience a foundational reality: we are made 
from love and are made to return to love. And loving well means that we’ll glimpse 
heaven in the here-and-now — glimpses that one day will become our permanent 
vision. 

While we will be held accountable and judged for the decisions we freely make, our 
focus ought to be on the goodness we know to be possible through the loving exam-
ple of Christ, and less about fire and punishment. In other words, it’s better to be 
drawn forward by rightly ordered desire than pushed forward by fear. So we live in 
faith, hope, and love, seeking to catch fuller, deeper, more frequent glimpses of that 
greatest love that powers the stars. We live in joyful hope for the day when our faith 
is fulfilled, our hope is realized, and love is all in all. Dan Masterson 

 

http://usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/13
http://usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/13
https://grottonetwork.com/keep-the-faith/belief/longing-for-something/
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2019/09/26/pope-francis-jesuits-mozambique-i-am-and-i-remain-sinner
https://www.faculty.umb.edu/gary_zabel/Courses/Phil%20281b/Philosophy%20of%20Magic/Phil%20100/Readings/Paradiso33.htm


At the bottom of the painting  we see the ten virgins sleeping. Five of them have a burning candle 
in their hands; the other five…; nothing to see. Then the king approaches in the top left corner.  

The moon indicates that it is in the midst of the night. Along the diagonal between these two 
scenes a separation takes place. In the centre the five without light show their extinguished can-
dles dramatically. The five with light are following the king through the gate of his feast.  

In the lower left corner we see the other five on their way to buy some oil. They have to dive un-
der the tunnel of the pink road; at the other side we see them again now with lightened candles, 
filled by a merchant woman who is just visible on the right side of the painting. But the gate re-
mains closed. Is it the king himself - without his crown -  who speaks to them over the edge of the 
wall? Or is it a servant?  

In the background we see how the first five virgins enjoy a heavenly meal in companionship with 
the king. Looking at the composition of this painting I realise that the five virgins without light are 
placed in the centre of the painting. All together they are pictured four times. The other five on the 
other hand only three times. What could be the meaning of that?  

What does all this do to me? Am I one of the virgins with a burning candle? Living according to 
God’s characteristics? Can I say of myself that I am (God’s) light in our world? 

And what is the meaning of the two little women, clothed in red, in the lower left and right cor-
ners? Can I identify myself with one of them?  

 
Meditation by Fr Dries van den Akker S.J  



PICTURE REFLECTION ON THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL 
 
Context 

 
This parable is an explanation of Jesus’ words spoken in the Sermon of the Mount. 
There he said to his disciples, ‘You are the light of the world’. Light means ‘showing 
God’s characteristics’: charity, love, mercy, grace. That light must shine and be visi-
ble. ‘Don’t put a lamp under the tub’ (5:14-16). 

First Jesus compares his disciples with light, but some moments later with a lamp. In 
the parable of the ten ‘virgins’ (not ‘wedding attendants’) Jesus uses the same image-
ry: my lamp will give light when I demonstrate God’s characteristics in my life. 
When I don’t choose them I don’t have oil and my lamp doesn’t give light. At the 
end of the parable the king says to the virgins who come too late, ‘I don’t know 
you’ (vs.12) which means ‘my light does not shine through you.’ 

At the end of the Sermon on the Mount Jesus says, ‘It is not anyone who says to me 
“Lord, Lord,” who will enter the kingship of heaven.’ (7:21).That is exactly what 
happens in the parable of the ten virgins (25:11). They say, ‘Lord, Lord, open the 
door for us’ (vs.11). But the Lord doesn’t do that. Why shall they not enter? ‘Then I 
shall tell them to their faces, ‘”I have never known you. Away from me, all you evil 
doers!” (7:23). 

Exactly again what happens in the parable of the ten virgins. No entrance for evil do-
ers. Evil doers are people who don’t shed Jesus’ light, who don’t choose God’s char-
acteristics in their lives: charity, love, mercy, grace. 

Information 

 
Keywords are ‘wise’ (here translated ‘sensible’) and ‘foolish’. In the Bible ‘wisdom’ 
has a special meaning. When I am able to connect every aspect of my life with 
God’s commandments: that is ‘wisdom’. ‘Wisdom’ is living according to God’s 
Law. The contrary is ‘foolishness’. 

Once more we go back to the Sermon of the Mount. There Jesus says to his disci-
ples, ‘You are the salt of the earth...’ (5:13). Salt is an image for the Spirit of God. 
Then Jesus continues (I translate the Greek text as literally as possible), ‘... but if the 
salt becomes foolish(!) in what shall be salted?’ 



Universal Prayer for use during the Month of November 
 
 
Our Lord comes to raise the dead, and comforts us with the solace of his love. In 
reverence let us pray to God, source of all mercies: 
 
For Francis our Pope, for the Bishops of Scotland, and for all those who minister in 
the Church. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
For peace in the world, for prosperity in the Church, and for the unity of Christians. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
For those who govern, for order in public life, and for the wellbeing of God’s holy 
people. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
For medics and carers, for the scientific community, and for all who have made sac-
rifices for others. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
For the relief of the poor, for the comfort of the afflicted, and for the healing of the 
sick. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
For the eternal rest of those who have died, for the departed who worshipped the 
Lord here with us, and for those who died alone. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
For those who have lost someone they loved, for those who were unable to say 
goodbye, and for those who are suffering the pain of grief. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
For confidence in the loving mercy of God, for faith in the Resurrection to new life, 
and for the hope of being reunited in God’s kingdom. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful depart-
ed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
 

 



Next Sunday, 15th November, is the 4th World Day of the Poor,            
instituted by Pope Francis. The theme for this year is “Stretch 
forth your hand to the poor.” To read Pope Francis’ full message, 
follow the link on our homepage. For further resources, follow 
the link to Caritas Social Action Network. 



THE RITE  
OF 

CHRISTIAN INITIATION 
OF 

ADULTS 

On Saturday with great joy we received into the Church three 
new members as they received the Sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation and Eucharist: Carol Dyer, Yasmin Rogerson 
and Scott McLean. We assure them of our prayers, our                
support and a warm welcome as they join our parish and we 
look forward to walking with them in their journey of faith. 

WHAT IS THE RCIA? 

 

Many adults entering the Catholic Church, or those just thinking about it, follow a 
process known as the RCIA – the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

The RCIA process has several distinct stages. These Catholic RCIA stages are a 
good model of faith development itself. 

• Inquiry: the initial period before you decide to enter the Catholic Church. You’re               
asking questions and checking it out, but aren’t yet ready to commit. 

• Catechumenate: those who decide to enter the Church and are being trained for 
a life in Christ are called catechumens, an ancient name from the early Church. In 
this stage, you’re developing your faith and are being “catechized” – learning   
catechism, or the basic points about Catholic faith and life. 

• Purification and preparation: The Church will help you focus and intensify 
your faith as you prepare you to commit your life to Christ and be received into 
the Church at Easter. If you’re following the RCIA process, you’ll go through a 
beautiful series of Gospel-based meditations during Lent, which is the time frame 
of this period. 

• Initiation itself, the culmination of the whole process! You’re received into the 
Church during the Easter Vigil Mass, where you’ll receive the sacraments of ini-
tiation: baptism, confirmation, and Eucharist. (If you’ve already been baptized, 
you won’t be baptized again.) 

• Mystagogy: after reception into the Church at Easter, this period lets you reflect 
and learn more about the mysteries of the Mass and the Sacraments that you now 
participate in fully. 

 
If you know of anyone who would like to know more about the Catholic faith, 
please contact Fr Magill. 



CHOSEN BEFORE THE CREATION BEGAN.    
 

A PERSONAL REFLECTION BY FR NEIL CARLIN 
                                                                      

These words are taken from a hymn honouring Mary, the mother of Jesus. 

I reflected on this today at the breakfast TABLE AS I CHOOSE TO TURN OFF 

THE RADIO and take a rest from all that news about shutdown. 

“Chosen” it says and yet she freely chose. She said “be it done unto me according to 

thy word” in response to Gods request via the messenger, the angel. (Luke 1v38) 

If we accept that God wants the best for us, then yielding our free will to his will 

bring happiness. Does it? It does in the long term, but when Mary and later Jesus 

said effectively” Not my will but thine be done” when in the agony in the garden, it 

led to His passion , the cross and cruel death. The happiness concept is His faith and 

trust in the Father that all would be worthwhile; that the son of man will rise again 

on the third day and that the new life of all who would consequently believe in him 

develops the Kingdom of God on Earth. 

Isaiah, the great prophet was given an image of the Holiness of God that over-

whelmed him. Later on, in Isaiah chapter 6 we read that he is “purified” by the em-

ber from the altar. (v.7) He is told “your wickedness is removed, your sin purified” 

In response to the voice asking, “whom shall we send “, Isaiah answers “Here I am 

Lord, send me”. He also responds freely to the call but surely in another sense he al-

so was chosen! 

Another example from the many in scripture and tradition. Amos is a minor proph-

et called to be a voice for justice for the voiceless. To Amaziah, the false prophet 

or priest opposing him Amos said “I was no prophet, nor do I belong to a company 

of prophets; I was a shepherd and a dresser of sycamore trees. The Lord took me 

from following the flock and said to me “Go prophesy to my people Israel. Now 

here is the word of the Lord”. He was not that popular which is quite often the 

prophet’s experience. 

So, God chooses whom he will and would say to us in the words of Jesus “You have 

not chosen me, but I have chosen you to go out and bear fruit, fruit that will endure. 

And the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name” (John 15v16)       



Moving on to today. Are there any prophets among us? Is God still calling us by 
prophetic voices or more importantly are we listening? Often, we sense in the patient 
sick and suffering Gods prophecy and guidance. Also, surely, given the needs in our 
world, God is calling society still to holiness and his ways. To be radically prophetic 
today surely requires more than talk. It will entail a new lifestyle similar to the alter-
native world chosen by Francis of Assisi.  
In the option for the poor and care for the earth pope Francis may well trigger off 
such a Christian movement. Pope Francis in attempting to bring the entire church 
with him is promoting a synodal type church these days in the belief that the Holy 
Spirit will work more powerfully when, from the ground up, the entire people of 
God experience that their view smatters. There in local areas and individual coun-
tries the church can get empowered to address the local needs. The renewal of the 
Church is happening when smaller groups pray for the fire and grace only the Holy 
Spirit can give. Yes, we need organization and administration as part of the inspired 
work to build the framework, but the Spirit alone ignites the flame of Christian Re-
newal and prophetically announces God’s will and direction on issues of faith and 
morals. Above all the Spirit will deliver us from fear; Fear of putting our heads 
above the parapet and risk not being politically correct in a climate of secularism 
and media criticism.  Ironically however the church leaders seem to want the ap-
proval of such a world before confronting its values! What ever happened the call 
to preach the gospel in season and out of season, acceptable or unacceptable?  The 
majority of people in Ireland still I sense are quietly screaming out for Christian 
leadership. (Recently amid all the clamor for introducing euthanasia, notably sup-
ported by Sinn Fein, no strong voice for life was heard from the church spokesper-
sons)                                                                                                                                            
Returning to the original question of God’s will and our freedom to choose to 
obey or not. It seems to me, after a lifetime in ministry, that I was free and at a 
crossroads in life once or twice. Having decided at these crucial times on a way for-
ward then other avenues sort of opened up. The daily routine decisions followed on 
from the major pathway chosen and this would be most people’s experience. 
Forty years ago, back in 1979 I was at a crossroads. I felt called, almost compelled 
to follow a way that was not easy. I was offered options. I could have returned to 
work in Scotland or accept an offer from Armagh or Raphoe diocese to work as a 
priest but each time in prayer I felt Gods direction to wait. This time of waiting in-
volved poverty, misunderstanding, pain and being judged by some as being a rebel. 
Yet it ultimately led to a new freedom to build a new model of Basic Christian Com-
munity, the Columba community of Prayer and Reconciliation. Gods voice rings 
throughout the ages calling us always in ever new but ancient ways. This is why it is 
so important to stay at prayer of listening for his ways and holy will.  
How about you? What would you deep down feel fired up by the Holy Spirit to be 
saying and doing for promoting God’s kingdom before the tent you now live in is 
folded up?;before you move on to the everlasting dwelling place in Heaven.? Think 

about it. You wait. You listen. He speaks. You hear and do his will. It may come 
slowly but come it will in his timing and in his wisdom. Remember life is what takes 
place when we are await something else to happen.!                                         



Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during 
this health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook 
page for new materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the  
Sunday Gospel.  Also check out our Links page on the website and you will be  
directed to other useful sites. Remember our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some 
beautiful prayers and reflections can be accessed there. 
 
Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk. 
There is also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative   
Theology. All you have to do is ask to join. 
There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: @LectioMotherwe1, 
@rcmotherwell and @motherwellRE 
Recently a new Facebook page has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult  
Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at deepening our understanding of the 
faith. 
 
The Liturgy of the Hours, the prayers and readings of the Mass and much more can 
be found at www.ibreviary.com 
 
Another good resource is http://www.catholicireland.net/ Reflections on the readings 
of the Mass, suggestions for children’s faith formation and lots more. 
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Private visits to the church  
 

The church is now open for the public celebration of Mass. It will remain open  
Sunday to Thursday 9am-8pm, Friday 9am-1pm, Saturday 3pm-8pm for private 

prayer. To ensure the safety of all who visit, only the Gathering Area will be  
accessible. 
 
When paying a visit for private prayer: 
 

• Sanitize your hands upon entering 
• Choose any seat whilst maintaining social distancing 
• When you have finished, sanitize your hands 
• Take the large bottle of sanitizer and spray all over the seat you have used. 

There is no need to wipe it. 
• Sanitize your hands again before leaving 
 
Please try your best not to touch any surface other than the chair you are using. Also 
note that the toilet is not available for use.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.stathanasiuscarluke.org/


RE-OPENING OUR CHURCH FOR MASS 

Our church is now open for public Mass. Please keep the following in mind: 

1.    The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. If you choose to 
come to Mass, please consider attending Mass during the week, to take pressure off 
the Masses on Saturday evening and Sunday morning. If you feel anxious about  
taking part in Mass with others or feel that you are vulnerable in any way, please do 
not hesitate to stay at home nor feel guilty about it. Mass will continue to be live 
streamed. 

2.  The capacity of the church will be reduced due to social distancing.  

• This means you will need to book your place for the Mass you choose to                
attend. If you do not have a seat booked, you are not guaranteed entry. 
This is to ensure that each person who comes to Mass already has a seat              
allocated.  

• Couples will be able to sit together, as will families from the same household.  

• To book:                                                                                                                        
Please book online if possible from the Homepage of the parish website. If you 
are not online, ask a member of your family or a fellow parishioner to book for 
you. If this is still not possible, telephone/text 07907 609182  and leave a          
message. For more information, go to the page in the bulletin BOOKING 
YOUR SEAT FOR MASS 

• If you are booking for people outwith your household, please indicate this and also 
their names, and phone numbers. This ensures not only that they are guaranteed 
a seat but also that we have a record of everyone present.  

• Please make your booking as early as possible. Also remember to cancel if for 
whatever reason you cannot take up your booking.  

3.  Apart from children under 5 and people with a diagnosed health issue,                    
 everyone must wear a face-covering before entering the church and during the                   
 celebration of Mass. 

4. Each parishioner will be greeted at the door by ushers. You will be asked to 
stand in front of the camera for your temperature to be taken. If a high tempera-
ture is recorded, you will be tested once again by a hand-held thermometer. If 
your temperature is still too high, you will be asked to return home. Both tests 
are anonymous. Sanitising liquid will be available as you enter and leave and 
must be used. The toilet will not be available for use. 

5.  You will be accompanied by an usher to your designated seat. You are                           
 requested to take the seat indicated by the usher. 



6.  Everyone will remain seated throughout Mass which will last 30-35 minutes. 

7.  Holy Communion will be distributed at the very end of Mass, after the final 
 blessing and dismissal. For the reception of Holy Communion, please follow 
 the directions of the usher who will indicate when to leave your seat. The     
 congregation will present themselves according to where they are seated: first, 
 those seated around the organ, then those seated on Our Lady’s side, then those 
 on the Sacred Heart’s side, finally those seated in the Oratory. Once you have 
 received Holy Communion, please sanitise your hands once more, then leave 
 the church immediately by the side door. Make you way to the front of the 
 church where you can wait for your family and friends.  

8.   Baskets will be available at each door for your weekly contribution.                             
 Please consider donating through a Standing Order.  

9.  The Church will be sanitised after every Mass. 

10.  You can volunteer if you are over 16. The over 70s can also volunteer as 
 long as they have no underlying health issue. This is a wonderful opportunity 
 for our young people to contribute not only to our parish  life but  also to be     
 involved in the nation’s struggle against the virus. I know you will appreciate 
 this code of practice has been drawn up to protect your health and the health of 
 others. Your co-operation will be deeply appreciated 

  
These are challenging times for the parish and the Church. Thank you for your          
patience, forbearance and support. This is also a time of many graces and blessings 
and a God-given opportunity for us to grow as a community of faith. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you test positive for the coronavirus 
and have taken part in a recent Mass in 
the church, please inform Fr Magill 



BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR MASS 
(Please print off this sheet for family members and friends who are not online) 

 
 

You can book your seat for Mass by going to our parish website 
www.stathanasiuscarluke.org and by following the instructions there. The booking  
system is very easy to follow. 
 
Everyone who can is asked to use online booking. This ensures not only that your 
seat is reserved but also that your name and details are recorded in case you need to 
be contacted. These details will be deleted after 3 weeks. 
 
If you are making multiple bookings, you must do these separately. For instance, you 
may be requesting tickets for six people; three from the same household, one couple 
and one individual. This means you would have to make 3 bookings: one for a  
family block, one for a couple’s seating and one for an individual. 
 
Only members of the same household may sit together. 
 
If you are not online, please ask a family member or fellow parishioner to book 
on your behalf. Your name and contact details must be entered into the system, 
not those of the person booking for you. The person booking should enter their 
own email address. 
 
If for whatever reason you cannot make your booking online, you can do so by  
calling 07907 609182. Please leave a voicemail with 
 
•   Your name 
•   Your phone number 
•   Your choice of Mass (day and date) 
•   The number of seats required and the names of those requesting the 

  seats 
 
You will receive a text or call to confirm your request. 
 
This is a very different way of coming to our celebration of Mass together but it is 
necessary during these challenging times. Please have patience and forbearance. 
Very quickly we’ll all grow accustomed to this process and hopefully it will become 
second nature to us. If you have any questions, please contact Fr Magill. 
 
 
 
 
 



HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am. Monday-Friday: 
10am.SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request. 

21 Mount Stewart Street, Carluke, ML8 5EB. Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas F. Magill. Tel: 01555 771250.  
Mobile No: 07789708192; email: thomas2magill@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org 
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook. 
Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly (email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org) 
 
           

stathanasiuscarluke                  @saintaths             bit.ly/youtubestathanasiuscarluke                   

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for November: Artificial Intelligence 
We pray that the progress of robotics and artificial intelligence may always serve hu-
mankind.  

This month’s Lucky Numbers Draw: 1st No 35 Dennis Boyle £125;  2nd No 24 
Marie McGlone £75; 3rd No 10 Jack Murphy £50. Please contact Eddie Kelly at 
treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org for your winnings. 

Please remember to book online 
your seat for Mass. See guidance 
BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR 
MASS given in this bulletin. Thanks 
to everyone for your cooperation 
and patience. 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the Apostolic Plenipotentiary has announced modifications to 
the plenary indulgences for the deceased during November. The Decree containing these modifi-
cations was signed on 22 October, the liturgical memorial of Pope St John Paul II. Please follow 
the link on our home page for the full document. 

November is the month when, by tradition, we pray for the eternal rest of our deceased relatives 
and friends. This year, in all our churches, we remember especially those who have died during the 
pandemic. We also pray for those who have lost someone they loved, for those who were unable to 
say goodbye, and for those who are suffering the pain of grief. We pray for confidence in the lov-
ing mercy of God, for faith in the Resurrection to new life, and for the hope of being reunited in 
God’s kingdom. Daily mass in our parish will be celebrated for the eternal rest of all former pa-
rishioners and priests and for those you have asked to pray for. 

The De Profundis 

Out of the depths I have cried to Thee, O Lord; 
Lord hear my voice. Let Thy ears be attentive to 
the voice of my supplication. If Thou, O Lord, 
wilt mark iniquities, Lord, who shall stand it? 
For with Thee there is merciful forgiveness, and 
by reason of Thy law, I have waited for Thee, O 
Lord. My soul has relied on His word, my soul 
hath hoped in the Lord. From the morning watch 
even until night, let Israel hope in the Lord. Be-
cause with the Lord there is mercy; and with 
Him plentiful redemption. And He shall redeem 
Israel from all his iniquities.  

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest 
in peace. Amen 

Please pray for the eternal rest of Gerry 
McCaughey who died on Saturday 
morning. May the Lord embrace him in 
his arms of love and comfort his loved 
ones. 

This Remembrance Sunday will not be 
marked by a Service at the War Memori-
al due to the present restrictions.  
However a wreath will be place there on 
behalf of the parish. 
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