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Readings  

FIRST READING  
Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7 

Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down! 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 
 

You, LORD, are our father, 

   our redeemer you are named forever. 
Why do you let us wander, O LORD, from your ways, 
   and harden our hearts so that we fear you not? 
Return for the sake of your servants, 
   the tribes of your heritage. 
Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
   with the mountains quaking before you, 
while you wrought awesome deeds we could not hope for, 
   such as they had not heard of from of old. 
No ear has ever heard, no eye ever seen, any God but you 
   doing such deeds for those who wait for him. 
Would that you might meet us doing right, 
   that we were mindful of you in our ways! 
Behold, you are angry, and we are sinful; 
   all of us have become like unclean people, 
   all our good deeds are like polluted rags; 
we have all withered like leaves, 
   and our guilt carries us away like the wind. 
There is none who calls upon your name, 
   who rouses himself to cling to you; 
for you have hidden your face from us 
   and have delivered us up to our guilt. 
Yet, O LORD, you are our father; 
   we are the clay and you the potter: 
   we are all the work of your hands. 

 



RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 

R. (4) Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved. 

O shepherd of Israel, hearken, 
   from your throne upon the cherubim, shine forth. 
Rouse your power, 
   and come to save us. 
 
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved. 
 
Once again, O LORD of hosts, 
   look down from heaven, and see; 
take care of this vine, 
   and protect what your right hand has planted 
   the son of man whom you yourself made strong. 
 
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved. 
 
May your help be with the man of your right hand, 
   with the son of man whom you yourself made strong. 
Then we will no more withdraw from you; 
   give us new life, and we will call upon your name. 
 
R. Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved. 

 

SECOND READING 
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 We wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 
 

Brothers and sisters: 

   Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
   and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
I give thanks to my God always on your account 
   for the grace of God bestowed on you in Christ Jesus, 
   that in him you were enriched in every way, 
   with all discourse and all knowledge, 
   as the testimony to Christ was confirmed among you, 
   so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift 
   as you wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He will keep you firm to the end, 
   irreproachable on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God is faithful, 
   and by him you were called to fellowship with his Son, 
   Jesus Christ our Lord. 



HYMNS FOR MASS: 
Entrance 965; Com-

munion 720 & 629; Ex-

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Psalm 85:8 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Show us, Lord, your love; 
and grant us your salvation. 
 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL 
Mark 13:33-37 

Be watchful! You do not know when the Lord of the house is coming. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

“Be watchful! Be alert! 
You do not know when the time will come. 
It is like a man traveling abroad. 
He leaves home and places his servants in charge, each with his own work, 
   and orders the gatekeeper to be on the watch. 
Watch, therefore; 
   you do not know when the Lord of the house is coming, 
   whether in the evening, or at midnight, 
   or at cockcrow, or in the morning. 
May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping. 
What I say to you, I say to all: ‘Watch!’” 



Reflection on the Gospel:  
1st Sunday of Advent Year B (Mark 13:33-37)  

Veronica Lawson RSM  
“Eyes wide open” is the proper stance for gospel people. The little parable that is 

the gospel reading for this first Sunday of the new liturgical year forms the  

conclusion to Mark’s so-called apocalyptic discourse. Apocalyptic literature 

emerged within Judaism in the context of crisis or persecution. It was intended to 

provide hope in the midst of disaster: God’s coming can reverse the sufferings of 

the present. The Markan discourse is delivered as a farewell teaching to the inner 

circle of Jesus’ disciples. The concluding verse indicates that it is intended for a 

wider audience, however: “what I say to you, I say to all….” Like Peter, James, 

and John, Christian disciples through the ages are invited to stay awake, to be on 

the lookout, to be alert. This cycle of the liturgical year begins and ends with Mark 

13 and a focus on the end of the present order of things. It may seem strange to 

begin the year with such a reflection. Is Advent not a time of preparation for 

Christmas, for the coming of the Christ child into the world? Mark has no account 

of the birth of Jesus. His gospel begins with the immediate preparation for the adult 

ministry of Jesus. From the very outset, his interest is in the coming of God‘s reign 

of justice and compassion. That is, in fact, what Advent is about: living in hopeful 

expectation that God’s dream for a transformed world might be realised. The           

parable of the watchful gatekeeper forms the conclusion to a farewell discourse 

that the Markan Jesus addresses to his disciples. The disciples are told to be alert 

and watchful through the four watches of the Roman night: in the evening, at           

midnight, at cockcrow, and at dawn. The parable thus foreshadows aspects of              

Jesus’ suffering that was to be compounded by the abandonment of his closest 

friends. Peter, James, and John will fall asleep in Gethsemane. The disciples will 

all disperse and Peter will deny him. We find our own experience mirrored in that 

of the disciples. It is easy to lose hope in the face of overwhelming violence and 

even to lose focus. Advent is about recognising our own tendency to be less than 

vigilant and even to turn away when our presence is most needed. It is about allow-

ing the grace of God to take hold in our hearts, keeping us watchful for the sake of 

those on the edge and for the sake of a regenerated Earth. Most of us would agree 

that our Earth communities are in crisis. We need to be alert to causes as well as to 

consequences so that the cycles of violence might eventually be broken. Our gospel 

asks no less of us.  



 

 

 

As we enter into the season of Advent, the four week run up to its culmination 
in “The Nativity of the Lord” and the Christmas mystery, we are once again 
made mindful not merely of the motif of darkness and light, but more so of the 
motif of the birthing of new life from darkness into light. 

It strikes me that this is the alpha and omega of our faith and offers a ray of 
hope in times when a wintry spirituality is thrust upon us.   

We see this theme in the opening lines and chapter of the Book of Genesis when 
“darkness covered the face of the deep” and then the Original Artist said, “’Let 
there be light’; and there was light.” We see this in the season of Advent when 
the Christ-child gestates in the darkness of his mother’s womb before being 
birthed forth into the light of day and the first day of life. We hear this every 
year in the first reading from the prophet Isaiah 9:1 – 6 at the Christmas Eve 
Midnight Mass– 

The people who walked in darkness; 
have seen a great light, 
upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom 
a light has shone. 

— in which Christians hear the allusion to the Christ-light of Jesus. 

We see this theme outside in nature each year when the darkness of winter—
even a long winter—eventually breaks forth into the light of spring. 

We see it again in the dark days of Jesus’ arrest, torture, death on a cross, and 
entombment from which he is raised to new life from the darkness of death 
when, as described in the gospel of Matthew, “his appearance was like light-
ning.” 



All of these stories are meant to help us understand that darkness is not the   
final word. It is not the last word in the bleak mid-winter of our lives, nor in the 
darkness of tragedy or trauma or violence or war or injustice or death, nor in  
the darkness of our own death which, as it was with Jesus, becomes the                 
passageway into the eternal light and the fullness of life.   

In the darkest of seasons, we do not deny the darkness. But we do not let it  
convince us that it is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth          
anymore than we let the bearers of swords and spears deceive us into thinking 
that they are more life-giving and peace-sustaining than ploughs and pruning 
hooks. So, in the wintry seasons of life, we acknowledge the presence of the 
dark as we live and move (and have our being) in the light of the One for 
whom we yearn and wait. So help us God. 
 
Dan Miller 
 
 



ADVENT PRAYERS 
 

Advent brings us closer to Christ who is with us. We are reminded that no one is beyond 

the reach of God's love. 

We wait with joy for the Lord, the hope of the world. 

We are called to reach out with love to our sisters and brothers in need, sharing our hope 

for a world transformed.  

Come Lord, come again 
Come Lord, your wounded world is yearning 

for you to come again. 

Come Lord, your weary world is crying out 

for you to lift us up 

out of our despair, our hunger, 

our thirst for something better, 

our need for the food that will last. 

Come Lord, come again, 

we need to begin again. 

Sue Allerton/CAFOD 

 

God of hope 

God of hope, 

we cling to you, 

for your renew the face of the earth.  

Through the gift of your Son, 

our Lord Jesus, 

we follow you on the path of dawn. 

Enlightened by your love and wisdom, 

help us to lead each other 

and all creatures 

back to your open arms. 

Amen. 

Rachel McCarthy/CAFOD 



Wake us up Lord! 
God of Salvation, 

Wake us up Lord! 

The night is nearly over. 

Let us begin our Advent journey. 

Move us from our lives 

Of greed and selfishness, 

From our globalised world 

Of inequality and exploitation, 

To your kingdom 

Of righteousness and mercy. 

To a transformed world, 

Where peace is built on understanding not weapons, 

The poor are empowered to live their lives to the full, 

Businesses are built on need not greed 

And your Creation is nurtured not abused. 

Wake us up Lord! 

Let us live as people of the light. 

Amen. 

Sue Cooper/CAFOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maranatha! 
Maranatha! 

Open our eyes to the dignity of all people 

And our ears to the cries of the earth. 

Maranatha! 

Let us walk in solidarity with the poor 

And cleanse our world from oppression. 

Maranatha! 

Let us shout out for justice for all 

And renew our hope for change. 

Maranatha! 

The Lord is coming 

Let us share the Good News! Amen.  

Sue Cooper/CAFOD 



Light up our lives 
Christ, come into our world of darkness 

Light up our lives with your coming. 

Fulfil all our longings with the joy of your birth 

Strengthen our resolve to work for change in our world 

And to share the hope of your birth                                                                                                          

that each Advent brings. 

Amen. 

Sr Bridgetta Rooney/CAFOD 

Kieran O'Brien/CAFOD 

Expectant God 
The heavens can no longer hold your abundant love, 

So you pour out the gift of your embodied self 

Relinquishing the beauty of your majesty, 

To adorn the pale colours of our humanity. 

Choosing to enter into this world                                                                             

in a place of scarcity and need. 

Reveal to us this hidden world 

of poverty, 

of refugees, 

of suffering. 

As you choose this as the place of your birth 

Let us choose this to be the place of our rebirth. 

Rebuild us, 

Transform us, 

Make us anew. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord, 

Amen. 



Adventus 
With expectant waiting 

we anticipate your coming. 

Come close to us, Lord, 

come very close.    

Come, Alpha and Omega, 

who is from before the ages. 

Come, Son of Joseph and Son of Mary, 

who went down to Nazareth to be obedient to them.    

Come, Morning Star, 

who named the stars. 

Come, carpenter from Nazareth,  

who knows the smell of planed wood.    

Come, Beloved Son of God, 

who knows the heart of God. 

Come, Son of Man, 

who knows the hearts of God’s people.  

Come, Lord of Life and Prince of Peace. 

Come, Dayspring and Rising Sun. 

Come, Wonderful Counsellor. 

Come Emmanuel, God with us; 

God very close to us.    

Amen.  

Ged Johnson/CAFOD 



 

ADVENT APPEALS 
 
Christmas Toys Appeal 
 
There is a small tree at the back of the church with tags attached (Boy/Girl/Age). 
Please take one (if you are able to donate under the current climate). Max £10. 
Wrap the gift, attach the tag and place in the “Toy Appeal”  box at the back of the 
Church.  
Please return them by Sunday 13th December. 
Any boxes of biscuits/selection boxes would also be appreciated. 
Thank you. Maureen McKendrick 
 
SCIAF Advent Appeal  
 
If you are finding it difficult to find the perfect Christmas gift for someone and have 
run out of ideas , why not consider something from SCIAF's Real Gifts Store at 
www.sciaf.org.uk/real-gifts-store where you will find lots of practical and much 
needed gifts, eg water filters and coronovirus emergency packs which would make a 
huge difference to people's lives around the world. 
        I also want to thank fellow parishioners and Mr Farrell and staff of our primary 
school for buying the festive face masks which I made to raise some funds for 
SCIAF. I'm delighted to be able to send £380 which will be used to buy gifts from 
the Real Gifts Store. Marion O’Hara 
 
Wayside Club Appeal 
 
Our annual collection of Christmas parcels for the Wayside Club in Glasgow of hats, 
scarves, jumpers, underwear, socks will take place between Saturday 21 November - 
Sunday 5 December. 
Can all presents please be wrapped and labelled MALE  or FEMALE. 
There will be a box available for the presents in the Church porch.  
Due to Covid restrictions no  second hand clothing can be accepted by the Wayside 
Club. 
Many thanks for all your kindness. Rosaleen Steele 
 
THE SISTERS FROM THE ST. ELISABETH CONVENT (MINSK, BELARUS) 
are launching the very first Online Christmas Market this year, so that people from all over 
the world can purchase Christmas presents and souvenirs made with love and continuous 
prayer. Please copy and paste this link:https://catalog.obitel-minsk.com/christmas-market  

Through purchasing beautiful Christmas gifts each one of us will be able to serve the poor, 
sick, homeless and lonely people. Because every item purchased at the Online Market is a dona-
tion towards one of the Convent’s ministries.      The Online Christmas Market of St. Elisabeth 
Convent offers a range of unique handmade items that will make memorable Christmas gifts,             
including: 
traditional hand painted Christmas ornaments; wooden toys and souvenirs; Santa Claus and Father 
Frost  figures; handcrafted Christmas tree baubles; Nativity scenes and sets; Christmas themed  
ceramics and glass products; Orthodox Nativity icons; Russian matryoshka dolls and much more.  

http://www.sciaf.org.uk/real-gifts-store
https://catalog.obitel-minsk.com/christmas-market


CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK 
 
My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Each year around this time, we celebrate Catholic Education Week.  During this week we: 

• celebrate the God-given talents and achievements of our young people; 

• acknowledge the hard work and faith witness of the staff in our schools; 

mark the unique contribution that Catholic Education makes to our families, our parishes 
and to wider Scottish society; and reflect on the mission of the Catholic school for the future. 
This year, the theme of Catholic Education Week is Jesus Christ: the Way, the Truth and the 
Life. This theme reflects the vision and aim of Catholic education that Catholic schools, cen-
tred on the person of Jesus Christ, help and accompany young people to discover and to fol-
low the Christian vocation to live responsibly with and for others in accordance with the 
message of Christ and so to build up and transform society for the better.  

This is a message to which our young people readily respond, as can be seen by the high lev-
els of participation in the Pope Francis Faith award and the Caritas programme. 

This has been a strange year for our schools. Few of us will remember in our lifetimes a peri-
od so characterised by uncertainty, disruption and even fear. Everything that formed the fab-
ric and pattern of our lives has felt the impact of the restrictions caused by the pandemic. 
Families have been unable to meet and support one another at the time when that support 
was most needed. People have been unable to share the joy of family celebrations, and have 
been denied the opportunity to come together to mourn. Our young people were separated 
from their friends and teachers, and their learning and exams were interrupted. Our church-
es have also suffered, with parish communities unable to gather for many weeks. Even now, 
our numbers are limited, and we long to see a time when everyone will be able to join to-
gether again and sing our hymns of praise. 

It is precisely in times such as these that we search for direction and certainty, and the 
theme of this year’s Catholic Education Week reminds us where it can be found.  In recognis-
ing Jesus as the Way, we need no longer worry about which direction we take, and where 
that will lead; in following Jesus’ teaching and example, we will inevitably come to the Fa-
ther. At a time where it can be difficult to discern what is genuine, we find in Jesus a Truth to 
which we can hold firm. It is in living in relationship with God that we find the fullness of life 
for which God created us, and the promise of eternal life. 

The Charter for Catholic Schools, which outlines ten characteristics of a Catholic school, pro-
poses a rich vision of Catholic education that emphasises the Church’s mission to transform 
society through the love, service and justice we find in the life of Jesus, and reminds our pu-
pils and teachers that they are a part of the Church in action. These characteristics do not 
happen by accident. Acknowledging Jesus Christ as the Way, the Truth and the Life is intrin-
sic to Catholic education and, along with liturgy, prayer and learning, is a central and defin-
ing mark of the Catholic school as an educational community of faith. 

I encourage you then to give thanks for Catholic Education and to pray for its ongoing suc-
cess. I ask you to support the work of the Scottish Catholic Education Service and all that it 
does on behalf of our Church, our young people and our families to promote the positive con-
tribution of Catholic schools in Scotland. I encourage you all to speak out positively on behalf 
Catholic Education, sharing the good news that Catholic schools remain good for Scotland.  

 

Yours devotedly in Christ, 

 
Philip Tartaglia,  
Archbishop of Glasgow 

October 2020 

There will be 2nd collection next week for 
Catholic Education. Please donate directly 
via the diocesan website or place your  
donation clearly marked in the plate as you 
leave Mass. 



As Bishop President of SCIAF and along with the Bishop Chairs of CAFOD and Trocaire, Bishop Toal 
has written the following letters to the Editor of The Telegraph and to the Prime Minister.  
 

Dear Editor 

 

The pandemic and the ongoing climate crisis prompt us to think deeply on who is our neighbour. 
 

Pope Francis’ recent encyclical, Fratelli Tutti, relates this question to our current lack of imagina-
tion to see beyond the tired insular script we tell ourselves. We have one common home and the 
goods created therein are for all to share ensuring the poorest and most vulnerable are at the 
centre. We firmly believe our aid budget is an expression of seeing one common home and a 
sharing of ‘our’ goods. We fail to see how such an expression of love is cut whilst military spend-
ing increased. This is a failure of imagination and shows a lack of faith in relationships and hu-
manity. The UK government has a vital leadership role next year with the hosting of the G7 and 
climate talks in the UK.   
 

We pray for an imagination to see one common home and her people who are both hurting and 
need urgent and ambitious action. 
 

Best wishes 
 
 
 
 

Dear Prime Minister 

We were dismayed to hear that the Chancellor, Rishi Sunak, is considering bringing proposals to 
reduce the UK’s contribution to overseas aid from 0.7% to 0.5% in the Comprehensive Spending 
Review discussions. 
We understand the financial challenges and difficulties the UK government faces. However, the 
legal commitment to spend 0.7% of GNI on aid already allows for fluctuations of the UK econo-
my. Spending in response to the suffering of the world’s poorest people has already been cut by 
nearly £3 billion this year. The impact of Covid-19 is being felt most by these people. The num-
bers of people at risk of extreme hunger has doubled to 270 million as a result of COVID 19. 

This pandemic and the ongoing climate crisis has prompted us therefore to think much more 
about who is our neighbour. The aid budget provides a vital and lifesaving answer to that ques-
tion. It is an expression of how we stand in solidarity with those who face injustice and suffering 
in the poorest communities around the world. We fail to see how such vital aid can be cut whilst 
military spending is increased. 
The Government has a vital leadership role at the climate talks next year in delivering real and 
urgent action. We must not allow anything, such as a reduction in the aid budget, to damage UK 
leadership next year. Pope Francis has continually called us to look outwards to our neighbours 
and not work in isolation. More than ever, the UK must do this through its aid budget, through its 
leadership on climate and through its ability to recognise who are our neighbours. 
 

 



Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during 
this health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook 
page for new materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the  
Sunday Gospel.  Also check out our Links page on the website and you will be  
directed to other useful sites. Remember our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some 
beautiful prayers and reflections can be accessed there. 
 
Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk. 
There is also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative   
Theology. All you have to do is ask to join. 
There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: @LectioMotherwe1, 
@rcmotherwell and @motherwellRE 
Recently a new Facebook page has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult  
Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at deepening our understanding of the 
faith. 
 
The Liturgy of the Hours, the prayers and readings of the Mass and much more can 
be found at www.ibreviary.com 
 
Beautiful reflections for all seasons and times can be found at 
www.thesacredbraid.com  
 
Another good resource is http://www.catholicireland.net/ Reflections on the readings 
of the Mass, suggestions for children’s faith formation and lots more. 
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Private visits to the church  
 

The church is now open for the public celebration of Mass. It will remain open  
Sunday to Thursday 9am-8pm, Friday 9am-1pm, Saturday 3pm-8pm for private 

prayer. To ensure the safety of all who visit, only the Gathering Area will be  
accessible. 
 
When paying a visit for private prayer: 
 

• Sanitize your hands upon entering 
• Choose any seat whilst maintaining social distancing 
• When you have finished, sanitize your hands 
• Take the large bottle of sanitizer and spray all over the seat you have used. 

There is no need to wipe it. 
• Sanitize your hands again before leaving 
 
Please try your best not to touch any surface other than the chair you are using. Also 
note that the toilet is not available for use.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.stathanasiuscarluke.org/


RE-OPENING OUR CHURCH FOR MASS 

Our church is now open for public Mass. Please keep the following in mind: 

1.    The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. If you choose to 
come to Mass, please consider attending Mass during the week, to take pressure off 
the Masses on Saturday evening and Sunday morning. If you feel anxious about  
taking part in Mass with others or feel that you are vulnerable in any way, please do 
not hesitate to stay at home nor feel guilty about it. Mass will continue to be live 
streamed. 

2.  The capacity of the church will be reduced due to social distancing.  

• This means you will need to book your place for the Mass you choose to                
attend. If you do not have a seat booked, you are not guaranteed entry. 
This is to ensure that each person who comes to Mass already has a seat              
allocated.  

• Couples will be able to sit together, as will families from the same household.  

• To book:                                                                                                                        
Please book online if possible from the Homepage of the parish website. If you 
are not online, ask a member of your family or a fellow parishioner to book for 
you. If this is still not possible, telephone/text 07907 609182  and leave a          
message. For more information, go to the page in the bulletin BOOKING 
YOUR SEAT FOR MASS 

• If you are booking for people outwith your household, please indicate this and also 
their names, and phone numbers. This ensures not only that they are guaranteed 
a seat but also that we have a record of everyone present.  

• Please make your booking as early as possible. Also remember to cancel if for 
whatever reason you cannot take up your booking.  

3.  Apart from children under 5 and people with a diagnosed health issue,                    
 everyone must wear a face-covering before entering the church and during the                   
 celebration of Mass. 

4. Each parishioner will be greeted at the door by ushers. You will be asked to 
stand in front of the camera for your temperature to be taken. If a high tempera-
ture is recorded, you will be tested once again by a hand-held thermometer. If 
your temperature is still too high, you will be asked to return home. Both tests 
are anonymous. Sanitising liquid will be available as you enter and leave and 
must be used. The toilet will not be available for use. 

5.  You will be accompanied by an usher to your designated seat. You are                           
 requested to take the seat indicated by the usher. 



6.  Everyone will remain seated throughout Mass which will last 30-35 minutes. 

7.  Holy Communion will be distributed at the very end of Mass, after the final 
 blessing and dismissal. For the reception of Holy Communion, please follow 
 the directions of the usher who will indicate when to leave your seat. The     
 congregation will present themselves according to where they are seated: first, 
 those seated around the organ, then those seated on Our Lady’s side, then those 
 on the Sacred Heart’s side, finally those seated in the Oratory. Once you have 
 received Holy Communion, please sanitise your hands once more, then leave 
 the church immediately by the side door. Make you way to the front of the 
 church where you can wait for your family and friends.  

8.   Baskets will be available at each door for your weekly contribution.                             
 Please consider donating through a Standing Order.  

9.  The Church will be sanitised after every Mass. 

10.  You can volunteer if you are over 16. The over 70s can also volunteer as 
 long as they have no underlying health issue. This is a wonderful opportunity 
 for our young people to contribute not only to our parish  life but  also to be     
 involved in the nation’s struggle against the virus. I know you will appreciate 
 this code of practice has been drawn up to protect your health and the health of 
 others. Your co-operation will be deeply appreciated 

  
These are challenging times for the parish and the Church. Thank you for your          
patience, forbearance and support. This is also a time of many graces and blessings 
and a God-given opportunity for us to grow as a community of faith. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you test positive for the coronavirus 
and have taken part in a recent Mass in 
the church, please inform Fr Magill 



BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR MASS 
(Please print off this sheet for family members and friends who are not online) 

 
 

You can book your seat for Mass by going to our parish website 
www.stathanasiuscarluke.org and by following the instructions there. The booking  
system is very easy to follow. 
 
Everyone who can is asked to use online booking. This ensures not only that your 
seat is reserved but also that your name and details are recorded in case you need to 
be contacted. These details will be deleted after 3 weeks. 
 
If you are making multiple bookings, you must do these separately. For instance, you 
may be requesting tickets for six people; three from the same household, one couple 
and one individual. This means you would have to make 3 bookings: one for a  
family block, one for a couple’s seating and one for an individual. 
 
Only members of the same household may sit together. 
 
If you are not online, please ask a family member or fellow parishioner to book 
on your behalf. Your name and contact details must be entered into the system, 
not those of the person booking for you. The person booking should enter their 
own email address. 
 
If for whatever reason you cannot make your booking online, you can do so by  
calling 07907 609182. Please leave a voicemail with 
 
•   Your name 
•   Your phone number 
•   Your choice of Mass (day and date) 
•   The number of seats required and the names of those requesting the 

  seats 
 
You will receive a text or call to confirm your request. 
 
This is a very different way of coming to our celebration of Mass together but it is 
necessary during these challenging times. Please have patience and forbearance. 
Very quickly we’ll all grow accustomed to this process and hopefully it will become 
second nature to us. If you have any questions, please contact Fr Magill. 
 
 
 
 
 



HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am. Monday-Friday: 
10am.SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request. 

21 Mount Stewart Street, Carluke, ML8 5EB. Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas F. Magill. Tel: 01555 771250.  
Mobile No: 07789708192; email: frmagill@rcdom.org.uk 
Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org 
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook. 
Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly (email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org) 
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Pope Francis’ prayer intention for November: Artificial Intelligence 
We pray that the progress of robotics and artificial intelligence may always serve hu-
mankind.  

This month’s Lucky Numbers Draw: 1st No 29 William Chapman £125;  2nd No 
25 Jane Johnstone £75; 3rd No 47 Maureen Puricelli £50. Please contact Eddie 
Kelly at treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org for your winnings. 

Please remember to book online 
your seat for Mass. See guidance 
BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR 
MASS given in this bulletin. Thanks 
to everyone for your cooperation 
and patience. 

During the weeks we are under Tier 4  re-
strictions, there will be an extra Vigil Mass each 
Saturday at 4pm and an extra Sunday Mass at 
9am. It’s important during this time to book 
your seat for Mass. 

Our SPRED Christmas Reflection Service will be live streamed from 
the SPRED Centre to the SPRED Motherwell Facebook page on 1st 
December at 7pm. It will also be on Motherwell Diocese website. 

Everyone is welcome to tune in. SPRED wants to bring a little  
glimmer of light to people in these dark days. 

Monday is the Solemnity of St Andrew, our na-
tional patron. The staff and pupils of St Athana-
sius’ PS will join us online for our 10am Mass. 
Log onto our Facebook or Parish homepage. 

SUNDAY TAKEAWAY: One of the wonderful things that we learn from St Andrew is his won-
derful quality of being a “Introducer to Christ”, as seen in the various instances of the Gospel 
1. It was St Andrew who “introduced to Christ”, his brother Peter (Jn 1: 40-42) “We have found 
the Messiah” (Jn 1:41) were the words with which he introduced Jesus to his brother 
2. It was St Andrew who “introduced to Christ”, the little boy with the five loaves and two fish, 
which would be later, multiplied for five thousand men! (Jn 6: 5-13) 
“There is a little boy, who has five barley loaves and two fish…” (Jn 6:9) were the words with 
which he introduced Jesus to the little boy. 
3. It was St Andrew who “introduced to Christ” the Greeks who had come up to worship at the 
feast, at the request of Philip (Jn 12: 20-23) 
 “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified” (Jn 12: 23) were the words with which 
Jesus reacted when he was introduced to the Greeks. 
Thus, we see that St Andrew became an instrument and an active medium of “Introducing to 
Christ” many people. As a Christian, this ought to be one great quality and duty that we ought to 
follow – “Introducing to Christ” many people…like St Andrew. 
 And this can be one of the beautiful practical resolutions, that we can, do, all the 25 days of this 
Advent Season, in preparation for the Birth of Christ, into our hearts and life – “Introducing to 
Christ.” 
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