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Readings  

FIRST READING 
Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17 

As for you, my flock, I will judge between one sheep and another. 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel 
 

Thus says the Lord GOD: 

I myself will look after and tend my sheep. 
As a shepherd tends his flock 
   when he finds himself among his scattered sheep, 
   so will I tend my sheep. 
I will rescue them from every place where they were scattered 
   when it was cloudy and dark. 
I myself will pasture my sheep; 
   I myself will give them rest, says the Lord GOD. 
The lost I will seek out, 
   the strayed I will bring back, 
   the injured I will bind up, 
   the sick I will heal, 
   but the sleek and the strong I will destroy, 
   shepherding them rightly. 
 
As for you, my sheep, says the Lord GOD, 
   I will judge between one sheep and another, 
   between rams and goats. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 23:1-2, 2-3, 5-6 

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
   In verdant pastures he gives me repose. 



Beside restful waters he leads me; 
   he refreshes my soul. 
He guides me in right paths 
   for his name’s sake. 
 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 
You spread the table before me 
   in the sight of my foes; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
   my cup overflows. 
 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 
Only goodness and kindness follow me 
   all the days of my life; 
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
   for years to come. 
 
R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

 

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28 

Christ will hand over the kingdom to his God and Father so that God may be all in all. 

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 
 

Brothers and sisters: 

Christ has been raised from the dead, 
   the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
For since death came through man, 
   the resurrection of the dead came also through man. 
For just as in Adam all die, 
   so too in Christ shall all be brought to life, 
   but each one in proper order: 
   Christ the firstfruits; 
   then, at his coming, those who belong to Christ; 
   then comes the end, 
   when he hands over the kingdom to his God and Father, 
   when he has destroyed every sovereignty 
   and every authority and power. 
For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 
The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
When everything is subjected to him, 
   then the Son himself will also be subjected 
   to the one who subjected everything to him, 
   so that God may be all in all. 



HYMNS FOR MASS: 
Entrance 965; Com-

munion 720 & 629; Ex-

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Mark 11:9, 10 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Blessed is the kingdom of our father David that is to come!. 
 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL 
Matthew 25:31-46 

The Son of Man will sit upon his glorious throne and he will separate one from another. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according tp Matthew 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, 
   and all the angels with him, 
   he will sit upon his glorious throne, 
   and all the nations will be assembled before him. 
And he will separate them one from another, 
   as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 
He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 
Then the king will say to those on his right, 
   ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father. 
Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 
For I was hungry and you gave me food, 
   I was thirsty and you gave me drink, 
   a stranger and you welcomed me, 
   naked and you clothed me, 
   ill and you cared for me, 
   in prison and you visited me.’ 
Then the righteous will answer him and say, 
   ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, 
   or thirsty and give you drink? 
When did we see you a stranger and welcome you, 
   or naked and clothe you? 
When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?’ 



And the king will say to them in reply, 
   ‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did 
   for one of the least brothers of mine, you did for me.’ 
Then he will say to those on his left, 
   ‘Depart from me, you accursed, 
   into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 
For I was hungry and you gave me no food, 
   I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 
   a stranger and you gave me no welcome, 
   naked and you gave me no clothing, 
   ill and in prison, and you did not care for me.’ 
Then they will answer and say, 
   ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty 
   or a stranger or naked or ill or in prison, 
   and not minister to your needs?’ 
He will answer them, ‘Amen, I say to you, 
   what you did not do for one of these least ones, 
   you did not do for me.’ 
And these will go off to eternal punishment, 
   but the righteous to eternal life.” 
 

“These words never cease to move us, because 
they reveal the extent to which God’s love goes: 
up to the point of taking flesh , but not when we 
are well , when we are healthy and happy, no; 
but when we are in need. And in this hidden 
way he allows himself to be encountered; he 
reaches out his hand to us as a mendicant. In 
this way Jesus reveals the decisive criterion of 
his judgment, namely, concrete love for a     
neighbour in difficulty. And in this way the 
power of love, the kingship of God is revealed: 
in solidarity with those who suffer in order to 
engender everywhere compassion and works of 
mercy … Jesus will come at the end of time to 
judge all nations, but he comes to us each day, 
in many ways, and asks us to welcome him.” 

Pope Francis 

http://www.popefrancishomilies.com/love-our-neighbour
http://www.popefrancishomilies.com/love-our-neighbour
http://www.popefrancishomilies.com/works-of-mercy
http://www.popefrancishomilies.com/works-of-mercy


THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST THE KING 
 
The world has suffered much from the various forms of Christian colonialism. Yet the 
Reign of God is an alternative to domination systems and all “isms.” Jesus teaches 
that right relationship (i.e., love) is the ultimate and daily criterion. If a social order                
allows and encourages strong connectedness between people and creation, people and 
each other, people and God, then you have a truly sacred culture: the Reign of God. It is 
not a world without pain or mystery, but simply a world where we are connected and in 
communion with all things. 

The Kingdom is about union and communion, which means that it is also about mercy, 
forgiveness, nonviolence, letting go, solidarity, service, and lives of love, patience, and 
simplicity. Who can doubt that this is the sum and substance of Jesus’ teaching? In the 
Reign of God, the very motive for rivalry, greed, and violence has been destroyed. We 
know we are all part of God’s Beloved Community. 

Author, activist, and community organizer Lisa Sharon Harper describes it in this way: 

Evidence of the presence of the Kingdom of God is thick wherever and                
whenever people stand on the promise of God that there is more to this 
world—more to this life—than what we see. There is more than the getting 
over, getting by, or getting mine. There is more than the brokenness, the               
destruction, and the despair that threaten to wash over us like the waters of 
the deep. There is a vision of a world where God cuts through the chaos, where 
God speaks and there is light. There is a vision where there is protection and 
where love is binding every relationship together. 

Jesus did not come to impose Christendom like an imperial system. Every                 
description he offers of God’s Reign—of love, relationship, non-judgment, and                
forgiveness, where the last shall be first and the first shall be last—shows that                     
imposition is an impossibility! Wherever we have tried to force Christianity on             
people, the long-term results have been disastrous. The Gospel flourishes in the 
realm of true freedom.  

But it is a freedom we must choose for ourselves. It is almost impossible to turn 
away from what seems like the only game in town (political, economic, or religious), 
unless we have glimpsed a more attractive alternative. It is hard to imagine it, much 
less imitate it, unless we see someone else do it first. Jesus is that icon of the more 
attractive alternative, a living parable. Jesus has forever changed our human                            
imagination, and we are now both burdened and gladdened by the new possibility. 
There is good news to counter the deadening bad news, but one first has to be 
turned away from a conventional way of understanding. 

I do not think that Jesus ever expected that the whole world would become formally 
Christian, but his truth about right relationship and his proclamation of the power of 
powerlessness will save the world from self-destruction.  
 
Richard Rohr 



PICTURE MEDITATION 
ON THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL 



Context 

 
In the chapters 24-25 which precede the Passion story Matthew brings together 
the parables about the end of times and the Last Judgment. 

Jesus speaks about himself as the Son of Man. He did that consequently from the be-
ginning of his public life (see 8:12; 9:6 etc). From the beginning he had in mind the 
picture borrowed from a text of the book Daniel (7:13-14), ‘I saw coming on the 
clouds of heaven as it were a son of man. He came to the One most venerable and 
was led into his presence. On him was conferred rule, honour and kingship...’ Jesus 
applied this text to himself. From the beginning! 

So, in the story of today the Son of Man is called ‘the king’. But at the moment he 
speaks about himself as ‘the king’ he will be persecuted by the religious leaders 
(21,46) and he will approach his passion and outrageous death. He knows that. How 
did he bring together in his mind all these contradictory facts and feelings? 

Information 

The story itself is surprising as well. The King says about himself, ‘When I was hun-
gry, thirsty, naked...’ Ever seen a hungry, thirsty or even naked king? The question of 
the upright is very understandable, ‘But Lord, when did we see you, the king, hungry, 
thirsty, naked...?’ 

 
Jesus’ answer is as surprising as is the story itself. He identifies himself with the 
poor and the ones in need. We remember that he said twice in Matthew’s Gospel, ‘I 
want mercy, no offerings’ (9:13; 12:7). No devotions to God, but love for the neigh-
bour. Loving God and loving the neighbour is one and the same commandment (cfr. 
22:37-39). 

The artist composes his picture in four sections.  

In the upper right corner we see Jesus in his traditional red outfit. He is seated upon 
the globe as a sign that he governs the world. That is already a dream. When I identi-
fy Jesus with love, charity and mercy, then love, charity and mercy administer our 
world and make the laws. Jesus is crowned as a king, but it is the crown of thorns. 
He is the suffering king from the passion story. 

Behind him people in yellow with an expression as if they are looking into the light. 
They must be the escort of the messengers (‘angels’) of whom the story is speaking.  

Jesus’ feet are placed on a crossroad. In the lower left corner people are approaching 
the crossroad. There a separation takes place. One part rises up to the level of the an-
gels. Jesus’ right hand is welcoming them. Their colour is changing from earthly 
green into the beginning of the red colour of Jesus’ garment.  

The other part of the people disappears under his feet. His left hand appoints where 
they have to go. Downwards. Their colour changes as well.  

 



We need the content of the story to understand why part of the people is welcomed 
and the other part is doomed. On the outside there is no difference between the 
‘good’ ones and the ‘bad’ ones. That could well be our daily experience: that looking 
in from the outside there is no difference between the good ones and the bad ones. 
Only Jesus, the love in person, the one who can see into our hearts and who can read 
our minds, is able to make the definite discernment. 

All the people are pictured naked. In the Dutch language there is a saying that you 
must unbare your buttocks: meaning: the real truth about you has to come to light.  

Finally a last, almost funny, remark. In the parable Jesus says about himself, ‘I was 
naked...’ However, in the picture the only one who is not naked is Jesus.  

Do I see myself somewhere? 

What does Jesus see in me what others don’t see? 

I take notice not only of the good or bad things, but also of the pain and the grief I 
carry with me, perhaps the marks of failures and wrong decisions. He, the love and 
mercy in person, whose crown is a suffering and pain and who has now become our 
king, will notice my suffering and pain, and he will invite me to come over to his 
side.  

 

 

 

Artist Peter Clare & Fr Dries van den Akker S.J. 



Self-Exploration: The Gateway to Significant Living 

In light of Sunday’s Gospel 

 
It takes courage to grow up and turn out to be who we are. We face surprises. 
And disappointments. The crucial fact is that we are different from anybody we 
know and admire…. It takes all one’s courage to be the person one is, fulfilling 
one’s odd and unique possibilities. 
~ M.C. Richards ~  
 
The fear of self-exploration resides in the buried dread that what we will find will be 
either too much or too little to bear. The difficult and deliberate work of living             
maturely and soulfully, of becoming who we are intended by God to be, includes 
bringing to awareness the pain and the promise of our lives. Sometimes self-
exploration means feeling the unconscious anxiety aroused by the suspicion that if 
we dare to stop and listen to the boredom we try so hard to drown out, that we will 
have to face ourselves truthfully, and in doing so discover that the cupboards of our 
being are bare. Other times self-exploration means discovering our promise and             
potential. Though it involves the courage to confront our own complicity in having 
kept our gifts buried, this gives way to the feeling of exhilaration or delight. We 
awaken to the realization that we are indeed gifts and gifted. We awaken to the              
realization that we are not only called but capable of living expansive lives. This 
awareness triggers another one, namely, the opportunity and responsibility for             
offering the gift of who we are to others. 

One way the false self responds to boredom is by giving in to inertia and emotional 
numbness. It consecrates self-pity and validates the feeling that there is nothing to 
do by doing nothing of consequence. Another response of the false self is to act as if 
boredom is merely a lifestyle issue. Consequently, we fill our homes, garages, and 
yards with a plethora of things, stuff an inner void with external goods, cram full our 
days and weeks with places to go, people to see, and things to do, while ironically 
we remain empty and unfulfilled. This is because serious boredom is a symptom of a 
soul-sickness. It is not simply a matter of temporarily experiencing life as dull or  
uneventful. Whether it is physical, social, or emotional, persistent boredom is more 
than innocuous fidgetiness or depression. It is the soul trying to awaken persons 
enough to face and deal with the emptiness or incongruity of their lives so that they 
will seek more authentic ways to live into the truth of who they are and into the 
abundance of life itself. 
 
Boredom does not indicate that one’s life is not interesting or exciting enough but 
that one’s life is not being fully realized for what it is. Boredom signals an unlived 
life. An unlived life almost always can be traced to the failure to see that life itself 
comes as a summons inviting a personal response  



Not once, when we are on the brink of adulthood, but every day. Boredom suggests 
that persons are disconnected from their true source, from their innate and potential 
soulfulness, from their unique giftedness, from a worthy trajectory, as well as from 
their chief end. Boredom indicates a life that is neither consciously received nor             
intentionally lived. It is a life not seen as a precious gift, significant and ultimate, as 
though it were created, intended, and freely given for personal fulfilment, and for the 
depth, nobility, and magnanimity that enhances the life of others. Bored persons fail 
to see that there is something at stake in their lives and that should they not discover 
what’s at stake then their gift to the world as only they can give it will go ungiven.  

REFLECTION: 

Listen to your life – what are three things and three relationships that                        
genuinely enliven you? Be grateful. Make the commitment to cultivate what 
gives you life. 

Daniel J Miller 

 

 



 

ADVENT APPEALS 
 
Christmas Toys Appeal 
 
There is a small tree at the back of the church with tags attached (Boy/Girl/Age). 
Please take one (if you are able to donate under the current climate). Max £10. 
Wrap the gift, attach the tag and place in the “Toy Appeal”  box at the back of the 
Church.  
Please return them by Sunday 20th December. 
Any boxes of biscuits/selection boxes would also be appreciated. 
Thank you. Maureen McKendrick 
 
SCIAF Advent Appeal  
 
If you are finding it difficult to find the perfect Christmas gift for someone and have 
run out of ideas , why not consider something from SCIAF's Real Gifts Store at 
www.sciaf.org.uk/real-gifts-store where you will find lots of practical and much 
needed gifts, eg water filters and coronovirus emergency packs which would make a 
huge difference to people's lives around the world. 
        I also want to thank fellow parishioners and Mr Farrell and staff of our primary 
school for buying the festive face masks which I made to raise some funds for 
SCIAF. I'm delighted to be able to send £380 which will be used to buy gifts from 
the Real Gifts Store. Marion O’Hara 
 
Wayside Club Appeal 
 
Our annual collection of Christmas parcels for the Wayside Club in Glasgow of hats, 
scarves, jumpers, underwear, socks will take place between Saturday 21 November - 
Sunday 5 December. 
Can all presents please be wrapped and labelled MALE  or FEMALE. 
There will be a box available for the presents in the Church porch.  
Due to Covid restrictions no  second hand clothing can be accepted by the Wayside 
Club. 
Many thanks for all your kindness. Rosaleen Steele 
 

THE SEASON OF ADVENT BEGINS NEXT SUNDAY 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.sciaf.org.uk/real-gifts-store


Red Wednesday 2020 

Red Wednesday is a day to gather and draw attention to the plight of those who are 
persecuted and oppressed for their religious beliefs. Cathedrals, churches and public 
buildings around the world will light up in red to show solidarity with our brothers 
and sisters in Christ. Red Wednesday is an initiative of Aid to the Church in Need 
(ACN), a Catholic charity dedicated to the support of suffering and persecuted 
Christians. In Scotland, the day takes place this Wednesday, 25th November. It is 
clear that the persecution of Christians is worse today than at any time in history. In 
terms of the number of people involved, the gravity of the acts committed, and their 
impact, not only are Christians more persecuted than any other faith group, but            
ever-increasing numbers are experiencing the worst forms of persecution. 

The purpose of Red Wednesday is to join together and raise a strong voice in               
support of the persecuted who are unable to speak freely, and who look to us - their 
brothers and sisters in Christ - to speak on their behalf. 
 

Scottish RedWednesday Digital Showreel: In addition to the mini events that will 

take place in schools and parishes on RedWednesday, ACN in Scotland have created 
a digital showreel which captures the spirit of our RedWednesday Campaign in 
Scotland. MSP’s, Faith Leaders, Students, Teachers and Benefactors will share what 
our campaign means to them and highlight why it is important to make a stand for 
Religious Freedom.     Please follow the link to view > https://youtu.be/

yxqH3_Ca98w 
  
ACN Scotland National RedWednesday Event, Sponsored by John Mason 

MSP: We invite you to our ACN Scotland National RedWednesday Event on 
Wednesday 25th November at 7.30pm.  ‘ACN’s #Red Wednesday Event is an even-

ing for the people of Scotland to stand together to raise the profile of what is hap-
pening to Christians and all those persecuted for their peacefully held beliefs around 
the world.’ Speakers: John Pontifex, ACN’s Head of Press and Media, Jamie Kerr, 
Specialist on Immigration Law and a Minister of the Scottish Parliament TBC. The 

event will be live streamed via our Crowdcast platform, please follow the link below 
prior to the event and click the ‘Save my spot’ button to gain access on the evening 
of the event. Crowdcast Link: https://www.crowdcast.io/e/acn-scotland-national  
  
Aid to the Church in Need ‘Set You Captives Free Petition: Over the last five 

years our #RedWednesday campaign has been hugely successful in drawing atten-
tion to the human rights tragedy of Christian and other religious persecution. Now a 
global initiative, endorsed by the UK government, it is time to make 
#RedWednesday a campaign that can really change lives. Raped, forced to marry 
and convert, and now facing death threats, Christian girl Maira Shahbaz, 14, from 

Pakistan, urgently needs asylum. Maira and her family are in hiding from extremists 
who accuse her of apostasy and want her dead. We invite you to sign the ACN peti-
tion calling on Prime Minister Boris Johnson to grant UK asylum to Maira and her 
family> https://acnuk.org/our-campaigns/redwednesday/ 

https://youtu.be/yxqH3_Ca98w
https://youtu.be/yxqH3_Ca98w
https://www.crowdcast.io/e/acn-scotland-national
https://acnuk.org/our-campaigns/redwednesday/


CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK 
 
My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Each year around this time, we celebrate Catholic Education Week.  During this week we: 

• celebrate the God-given talents and achievements of our young people; 

• acknowledge the hard work and faith witness of the staff in our schools; 

mark the unique contribution that Catholic Education makes to our families, our parishes 
and to wider Scottish society; and reflect on the mission of the Catholic school for the future. 
This year, the theme of Catholic Education Week is Jesus Christ: the Way, the Truth and the 
Life. This theme reflects the vision and aim of Catholic education that Catholic schools, cen-
tred on the person of Jesus Christ, help and accompany young people to discover and to fol-
low the Christian vocation to live responsibly with and for others in accordance with the 
message of Christ and so to build up and transform society for the better.  

This is a message to which our young people readily respond, as can be seen by the high lev-
els of participation in the Pope Francis Faith award and the Caritas programme. 

This has been a strange year for our schools. Few of us will remember in our lifetimes a peri-
od so characterised by uncertainty, disruption and even fear. Everything that formed the fab-
ric and pattern of our lives has felt the impact of the restrictions caused by the pandemic. 
Families have been unable to meet and support one another at the time when that support 
was most needed. People have been unable to share the joy of family celebrations, and have 
been denied the opportunity to come together to mourn. Our young people were separated 
from their friends and teachers, and their learning and exams were interrupted. Our church-
es have also suffered, with parish communities unable to gather for many weeks. Even now, 
our numbers are limited, and we long to see a time when everyone will be able to join to-
gether again and sing our hymns of praise. 

It is precisely in times such as these that we search for direction and certainty, and the 
theme of this year’s Catholic Education Week reminds us where it can be found.  In recognis-
ing Jesus as the Way, we need no longer worry about which direction we take, and where 
that will lead; in following Jesus’ teaching and example, we will inevitably come to the Fa-
ther. At a time where it can be difficult to discern what is genuine, we find in Jesus a Truth to 
which we can hold firm. It is in living in relationship with God that we find the fullness of life 
for which God created us, and the promise of eternal life. 

The Charter for Catholic Schools, which outlines ten characteristics of a Catholic school, pro-
poses a rich vision of Catholic education that emphasises the Church’s mission to transform 
society through the love, service and justice we find in the life of Jesus, and reminds our pu-
pils and teachers that they are a part of the Church in action. These characteristics do not 
happen by accident. Acknowledging Jesus Christ as the Way, the Truth and the Life is intrin-
sic to Catholic education and, along with liturgy, prayer and learning, is a central and defin-
ing mark of the Catholic school as an educational community of faith. 

I encourage you then to give thanks for Catholic Education and to pray for its ongoing suc-
cess. I ask you to support the work of the Scottish Catholic Education Service and all that it 
does on behalf of our Church, our young people and our families to promote the positive con-
tribution of Catholic schools in Scotland. I encourage you all to speak out positively on behalf 
Catholic Education, sharing the good news that Catholic schools remain good for Scotland.  

 

Yours devotedly in Christ, 

 
Philip Tartaglia,  
Archbishop of Glasgow 

October 2020 

There will be 2nd collection next week for 
Catholic Education. Please donate directly 
via the diocesan website or place your  
donation clearly marked in the plate as you 
leave Mass. 



Universal Prayer for use during the Month of November 
 
 
Our Lord comes to raise the dead, and comforts us with the solace of his love. In 
reverence let us pray to God, source of all mercies: 
 
For Francis our Pope, for the Bishops of Scotland, and for all those who minister in 
the Church. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
For peace in the world, for prosperity in the Church, and for the unity of Christians. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
For those who govern, for order in public life, and for the wellbeing of God’s holy 
people. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
For medics and carers, for the scientific community, and for all who have made sac-
rifices for others. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
For the relief of the poor, for the comfort of the afflicted, and for the healing of the 
sick. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
For the eternal rest of those who have died, for the departed who worshipped the 
Lord here with us, and for those who died alone. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
For those who have lost someone they loved, for those who were unable to say 
goodbye, and for those who are suffering the pain of grief. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
For confidence in the loving mercy of God, for faith in the Resurrection to new life, 
and for the hope of being reunited in God’s kingdom. 
Let us pray to the Lord 
 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful depart-
ed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
 

 



Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during 
this health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook 
page for new materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the  
Sunday Gospel.  Also check out our Links page on the website and you will be  
directed to other useful sites. Remember our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some 
beautiful prayers and reflections can be accessed there. 
 
Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk. 
There is also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative   
Theology. All you have to do is ask to join. 
There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: @LectioMotherwe1, 
@rcmotherwell and @motherwellRE 
Recently a new Facebook page has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult  
Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at deepening our understanding of the 
faith. 
 
The Liturgy of the Hours, the prayers and readings of the Mass and much more can 
be found at www.ibreviary.com 
 
Another good resource is http://www.catholicireland.net/ Reflections on the readings 
of the Mass, suggestions for children’s faith formation and lots more. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

file:///C:/Users/stathanasius/Documents/@staths.pub


  
 
 

 
Private visits to the church  
 

The church is now open for the public celebration of Mass. It will remain open  
Sunday to Thursday 9am-8pm, Friday 9am-1pm, Saturday 3pm-8pm for private 

prayer. To ensure the safety of all who visit, only the Gathering Area will be  
accessible. 
 
When paying a visit for private prayer: 
 

• Sanitize your hands upon entering 
• Choose any seat whilst maintaining social distancing 
• When you have finished, sanitize your hands 
• Take the large bottle of sanitizer and spray all over the seat you have used. 

There is no need to wipe it. 
• Sanitize your hands again before leaving 
 
Please try your best not to touch any surface other than the chair you are using. Also 
note that the toilet is not available for use.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.stathanasiuscarluke.org/


RE-OPENING OUR CHURCH FOR MASS 

Our church is now open for public Mass. Please keep the following in mind: 

1.    The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. If you choose to 
come to Mass, please consider attending Mass during the week, to take pressure off 
the Masses on Saturday evening and Sunday morning. If you feel anxious about  
taking part in Mass with others or feel that you are vulnerable in any way, please do 
not hesitate to stay at home nor feel guilty about it. Mass will continue to be live 
streamed. 

2.  The capacity of the church will be reduced due to social distancing.  

• This means you will need to book your place for the Mass you choose to                
attend. If you do not have a seat booked, you are not guaranteed entry. 
This is to ensure that each person who comes to Mass already has a seat              
allocated.  

• Couples will be able to sit together, as will families from the same household.  

• To book:                                                                                                                        
Please book online if possible from the Homepage of the parish website. If you 
are not online, ask a member of your family or a fellow parishioner to book for 
you. If this is still not possible, telephone/text 07907 609182  and leave a          
message. For more information, go to the page in the bulletin BOOKING 
YOUR SEAT FOR MASS 

• If you are booking for people outwith your household, please indicate this and also 
their names, and phone numbers. This ensures not only that they are guaranteed 
a seat but also that we have a record of everyone present.  

• Please make your booking as early as possible. Also remember to cancel if for 
whatever reason you cannot take up your booking.  

3.  Apart from children under 5 and people with a diagnosed health issue,                    
 everyone must wear a face-covering before entering the church and during the                   
 celebration of Mass. 

4. Each parishioner will be greeted at the door by ushers. You will be asked to 
stand in front of the camera for your temperature to be taken. If a high tempera-
ture is recorded, you will be tested once again by a hand-held thermometer. If 
your temperature is still too high, you will be asked to return home. Both tests 
are anonymous. Sanitising liquid will be available as you enter and leave and 
must be used. The toilet will not be available for use. 

5.  You will be accompanied by an usher to your designated seat. You are                           
 requested to take the seat indicated by the usher. 



6.  Everyone will remain seated throughout Mass which will last 30-35 minutes. 

7.  Holy Communion will be distributed at the very end of Mass, after the final 
 blessing and dismissal. For the reception of Holy Communion, please follow 
 the directions of the usher who will indicate when to leave your seat. The     
 congregation will present themselves according to where they are seated: first, 
 those seated around the organ, then those seated on Our Lady’s side, then those 
 on the Sacred Heart’s side, finally those seated in the Oratory. Once you have 
 received Holy Communion, please sanitise your hands once more, then leave 
 the church immediately by the side door. Make you way to the front of the 
 church where you can wait for your family and friends.  

8.   Baskets will be available at each door for your weekly contribution.                             
 Please consider donating through a Standing Order.  

9.  The Church will be sanitised after every Mass. 

10.  You can volunteer if you are over 16. The over 70s can also volunteer as 
 long as they have no underlying health issue. This is a wonderful opportunity 
 for our young people to contribute not only to our parish  life but  also to be     
 involved in the nation’s struggle against the virus. I know you will appreciate 
 this code of practice has been drawn up to protect your health and the health of 
 others. Your co-operation will be deeply appreciated 

  
These are challenging times for the parish and the Church. Thank you for your          
patience, forbearance and support. This is also a time of many graces and blessings 
and a God-given opportunity for us to grow as a community of faith. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you test positive for the coronavirus 
and have taken part in a recent Mass in 
the church, please inform Fr Magill 



BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR MASS 
(Please print off this sheet for family members and friends who are not online) 

 
 

You can book your seat for Mass by going to our parish website 
www.stathanasiuscarluke.org and by following the instructions there. The booking  
system is very easy to follow. 
 
Everyone who can is asked to use online booking. This ensures not only that your 
seat is reserved but also that your name and details are recorded in case you need to 
be contacted. These details will be deleted after 3 weeks. 
 
If you are making multiple bookings, you must do these separately. For instance, you 
may be requesting tickets for six people; three from the same household, one couple 
and one individual. This means you would have to make 3 bookings: one for a  
family block, one for a couple’s seating and one for an individual. 
 
Only members of the same household may sit together. 
 
If you are not online, please ask a family member or fellow parishioner to book 
on your behalf. Your name and contact details must be entered into the system, 
not those of the person booking for you. The person booking should enter their 
own email address. 
 
If for whatever reason you cannot make your booking online, you can do so by  
calling 07907 609182. Please leave a voicemail with 
 
•   Your name 
•   Your phone number 
•   Your choice of Mass (day and date) 
•   The number of seats required and the names of those requesting the 

  seats 
 
You will receive a text or call to confirm your request. 
 
This is a very different way of coming to our celebration of Mass together but it is 
necessary during these challenging times. Please have patience and forbearance. 
Very quickly we’ll all grow accustomed to this process and hopefully it will become 
second nature to us. If you have any questions, please contact Fr Magill. 
 
 
 
 
 



HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am. Monday-Friday: 
10am.SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request. 

21 Mount Stewart Street, Carluke, ML8 5EB. Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas F. Magill. Tel: 01555 771250.  
Mobile No: 07789708192; email: frmagill@rcdom.org.uk 
Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org 
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook. 
Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly (email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org) 
 
           

stathanasiuscarluke                  @saintaths             bit.ly/youtubestathanasiuscarluke                   

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for November: Artificial Intelligence 
We pray that the progress of robotics and artificial intelligence may always serve hu-
mankind.  

This month’s Lucky Numbers Draw: 1st No 29 William Chapman £125;  2nd No 
25 Jane Johnstone £75; 3rd No 47 Maureen Puricelli £50. Please contact Eddie 
Kelly at treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org for your winnings. 

Please remember to book online 
your seat for Mass. See guidance 
BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR 
MASS given in this bulletin. Thanks 
to everyone for your cooperation 
and patience. 

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the Apostolic Plenipotentiary has announced modifications to 
the plenary indulgences for the deceased during November. The Decree containing these modifi-
cations was signed on 22 October, the liturgical memorial of Pope St John Paul II. Please follow 
the link on our home page for the full document. 

November is the month when, by tradition, we pray for the eternal rest of our deceased relatives 
and friends. This year, in all our churches, we remember especially those who have died during the 
pandemic. We also pray for those who have lost someone they loved, for those who were unable to 
say goodbye, and for those who are suffering the pain of grief. We pray for confidence in the lov-
ing mercy of God, for faith in the Resurrection to new life, and for the hope of being reunited in 
God’s kingdom. Daily mass in our parish will be celebrated for the eternal rest of all former pa-
rishioners and priests and for those you have asked to pray for. 

The De Profundis 

Out of the depths I have cried to Thee, O Lord; 
Lord hear my voice. Let Thy ears be attentive to 
the voice of my supplication. If Thou, O Lord, 
wilt mark iniquities, Lord, who shall stand it? 
For with Thee there is merciful forgiveness, and 
by reason of Thy law, I have waited for Thee, O 
Lord. My soul has relied on His word, my soul 
hath hoped in the Lord. From the morning watch 
even until night, let Israel hope in the Lord. Be-
cause with the Lord there is mercy; and with 
Him plentiful redemption. And He shall redeem 
Israel from all his iniquities.  

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon them, may they rest 
in peace. Amen 

During the weeks we are under Tier 4  
restrictions, there will be an extra Vigil 
Mass each Saturday at 4pm and an extra 
Sunday Mass at 9am. It’s important dur-
ing this time to book your seat for Mass. 
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