SOLEMNITY OF THE BAPTISM OF
THE LORD
10th January 2021

Readings
Isaiah 55:1-11
Come to the waters: listen, that you may have life.

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah

Thus says the LORD:

All you who are thirsty,
come to the water!
You who have no money,
come, receive grain and eat;
come, without paying and without cost,
drink wine and milk!
Why spend your money for what is not bread;
your wages for what fails to satisfy?
Heed me, and you shall eat well,
you shall delight in rich fare.
Come to me heedfully,
listen, that you may have life.
I will renew with you the everlasting covenant,
the benefits assured to David.
As I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander of nations,
so shall you summon a nation you knew not,
and nations that knew you not shall run to you,
because of the LORD, your God,
the Holy One of Israel, who has glorified you.
Seek the LORD while he may be found,
call him while he is near.
Let the scoundrel forsake his way,
and the wicked man his thoughts;
let him turn to the LORD for mercy;
to our God, who is generous in forgiving.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.
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As high as the heavens are above the earth,
so high are my ways above your ways
and my thoughts above your thoughts.
For just as from the heavens
the rain and snow come down
and do not return there
till they have watered the earth,
making it fertile and fruitful,
giving seed to him who sows
and bread to him who eats,
so shall my word be
that goes forth from my mouth;
It shall not return to me void,
but shall do my will,
achieving the end for which I sent it.
RESPONSORIAL CANTICLE
Isaiah12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6
R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.
God indeed is my savior;
I am confident and unafraid.
My strength and my courage is the LORD,
and he has been my savior.
With joy you will draw water
at the fountain of salvation.
R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.
Give thanks to the LORD, acclaim his name;
among the nations make known his deeds,
proclaim how exalted is his name.
R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.
Sing praise to the LORD for his achievement;
let this be known throughout all the earth.
Shout with exaltation, O city of Zion,
for great in your midst
is the Holy One of Israel!
R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
John saw Jesus approaching him, and said:
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
R. Alleluia, alleluia

GOSPEL
Mark 1:7-11
You are my Beloved Son, with you I am well pleased.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

This is what John the Baptist proclaimed:

“One mightier than I is coming after me.
I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals.
I have baptized you with water;
he will baptize you with the holy Spirit.”
It happened in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee
and was baptized in the Jordan by John.
On coming up out of the water he saw the heavens being torn open
and the Spirit, like a dove, descending upon him.
And a voice came from the heavens,
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”

REFLECTION ON THE LORD’S BAPTISM
As we look upon the life of Jesus we see total coherence; there is an alignment
between will, intention, word, and action. This is what it means to be beloved; for
God to take delight; for God’s Word and action to be in accordance with the
blueprint for creation, the original plan and the original blessing.
There can never be any discordance because where the Incarnate Word is present, so
also is the source of all that is; so also is the Spirit of God that is the active agent,
that burning love that cleanses and brings joy. That is why God speaks in the form of
commands that come into being: let there be light; you must and you must not;
God’s own imperatives towards action.
This is what it means to have total coherence between will, intention, word, and
action.
Water remembers; water remembers receiving the matrix of life as God’s Spirit
hovered over the waters at the dawn of time. As we celebrate Jesus’ baptism, the
waters themselves remember with joy receiving the fiery Spirit of Love that is the
source of all life.
This is the joy that we see present in water; ugly thoughts and ugly words create
ugly crystals, while beautiful thoughts and blessings create wondrous designs. This
is true within ourselves as it also becomes the truth for others; the curse that we
speak falls first upon ourselves before the other; the blessing we speak falls first
upon ourselves before the other.
This is also the story of Scripture and the story of our woundedness; always
claiming for ourselves that which can only be received as a gift.
We bear the woundedness of our ancestors claim on the knowledge of good and evil.
We bear the woundedness of our ancestor’s claim to eternal life.
We bear the woundedness of our ancestors pride seeking to make a name for
themselves by reaching into the heavens.
Jesus holds up a mirror for us to see the possibility of becoming that which we
already have within, received at our very origins in the waters of life. The very
breath of God, the Ruaha speaking us into being, calling us into becoming; making
us also into the Beloved.
Fr John Allen Green, OFM

Counting on you
God alone can give faith, but you can offer witness.
God alone can give hope, but you can give confidence to others.
God alone can give love, but you can pass it on to others.
God alone can give peace, but you can work for unity.
God alone can give power, but you can sustain somebody who is feeling low.
God alone is the way, but you can show it to others.

God alone is the light, but you can make it shine for others.
God alone is life, but you can give others a taste for living.
God alone can do the impossible, but through you it becomes possible.
God alone is self-sufficient … but amazingly, God prefers to count on you.
Br Silvester O’Flynn OFM Cap.

WHEN THIS IS OVER
by Laura Kelly Fanucci (2020)
When this is over
May we never again
Take for granted
A handshake with a stranger
Full shelves at the store
Conversations with the neighbors
A crowded theatre
Friday night out
The taste of communion
A routine checkup
The school rush each morning
Coffee with a friend
The stadium roaring
Each deep breath
A boring Tuesday
Life itself
When this ends
May we find
That we have become
More like the people
We wanted to be
We were called to be
We hoped to be
And may we stay
That way – better
For each other
Because of the worst

Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during
this health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook
page for new materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the
Sunday Gospel. Also check out our Links page on the website and you will be
directed to other useful sites. Remember our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some
beautiful prayers and reflections can be accessed there.
Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk.
There is also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative
Theology. All you have to do is ask to join.
There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: @LectioMotherwe1,
@rcmotherwell and @motherwellRE
Recently a new Facebook page has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult
Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at deepening our understanding of the
faith.
The Liturgy of the Hours, the prayers and readings of the Mass and much more can
be found at www.ibreviary.com
Beautiful reflections for all seasons and times can be found at
www.thesacredbraid.com
Another good resource is http://www.catholicireland.net/ Reflections on the readings
of the Mass, suggestions for children’s faith formation and lots more.

Private visits to the church
The church is now open for the public celebration of Mass. It will remain open
Sunday to Thursday 9am-8pm, Friday 9am-1pm, Saturday 3pm-8pm for private
prayer. To ensure the safety of all who visit, only the Gathering Area will be
accessible.
When paying a visit for private prayer:
•
•
•
•
•

Sanitize your hands upon entering
Choose any seat whilst maintaining social distancing
When you have finished, sanitize your hands
Take the large bottle of sanitizer and spray all over the seat you have used.
There is no need to wipe it.
Sanitize your hands again before leaving

Please try your best not to touch any surface other than the chair you are using. Also
note that the toilet is not available for use.

RE-OPENING OUR CHURCH FOR MASS
Our church is now open for public Mass. Please keep the following in mind:
1. The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. If you choose to
come to Mass, please consider attending Mass during the week, to take pressure off
the Masses on Saturday evening and Sunday morning. If you feel anxious about
taking part in Mass with others or feel that you are vulnerable in any way, please do
not hesitate to stay at home nor feel guilty about it. Mass will continue to be live
streamed.
2.

The capacity of the church will be reduced due to social distancing.

• This

means you will need to book your place for the Mass you choose to
attend. If you do not have a seat booked, you are not guaranteed entry.
This is to ensure that each person who comes to Mass already has a seat
allocated.

• Couples
• To

• If

will be able to sit together, as will families from the same household.

book:
Please book online if possible from the Homepage of the parish website. If you
are not online, ask a member of your family or a fellow parishioner to book for
you. If this is still not possible, telephone/text 07907 609182 and leave a
message. For more information, go to the page in the bulletin BOOKING
YOUR SEAT FOR MASS

you are booking for people outwith your household, please indicate this and also
their names, and phone numbers. This ensures not only that they are guaranteed
a seat but also that we have a record of everyone present.

• Please

make your booking as early as possible. Also remember to cancel if for
whatever reason you cannot take up your booking.

3.

Apart from children under 5 and people with a diagnosed health issue,
everyone must wear a face-covering before entering the church and during the
celebration of Mass.

4.

Each parishioner will be greeted at the door by ushers. You will be asked to
stand in front of the camera for your temperature to be taken. If a high temperature is recorded, you will be tested once again by a hand-held thermometer. If
your temperature is still too high, you will be asked to return home. Both tests
are anonymous. Sanitising liquid will be available as you enter and leave and
must be used. The toilet will not be available for use.

5.

You will be accompanied by an usher to your designated seat. You are
requested to take the seat indicated by the usher.

6.

Everyone will remain seated throughout Mass which will last 30-35 minutes.

7.

Holy Communion will be distributed at the very end of Mass, after the final
blessing and dismissal. For the reception of Holy Communion, please follow
the directions of the usher who will indicate when to leave your seat. The
congregation will present themselves according to where they are seated: first,
those seated around the organ, then those seated on Our Lady’s side, then those
on the Sacred Heart’s side, finally those seated in the Oratory. Once you have
received Holy Communion, please sanitise your hands once more, then leave
the church immediately by the side door. Make you way to the front of the
church where you can wait for your family and friends.

8.

Baskets will be available at each door for your weekly contribution.
Please consider donating through a Standing Order.

9.

The Church will be sanitised after every Mass.

10. You can volunteer if you are over 16. The over 70s can also volunteer as
long as they have no underlying health issue. This is a wonderful opportunity
for our young people to contribute not only to our parish life but also to be
involved in the nation’s struggle against the virus. I know you will appreciate
this code of practice has been drawn up to protect your health and the health of
others. Your co-operation will be deeply appreciated
These are challenging times for the parish and the Church. Thank you for your
patience, forbearance and support. This is also a time of many graces and blessings
and a God-given opportunity for us to grow as a community of faith.

If you test positive for the coronavirus
and have taken part in a recent Mass in
the church, please inform Fr Magill

BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR MASS

(Please print off this sheet for family members and friends who are not online)
You can book your seat for Mass by going to our parish website
www.stathanasiuscarluke.org and by following the instructions there. The booking
system is very easy to follow.
Everyone who can is asked to use online booking. This ensures not only that your
seat is reserved but also that your name and details are recorded in case you need to
be contacted. These details will be deleted after 3 weeks.
If you are making multiple bookings, you must do these separately. For instance, you
may be requesting tickets for six people; three from the same household, one couple
and one individual. This means you would have to make 3 bookings: one for a
family block, one for a couple’s seating and one for an individual.
Only members of the same household may sit together.
If you are not online, please ask a family member or fellow parishioner to book
on your behalf. Your name and contact details must be entered into the system,
not those of the person booking for you. The person booking should enter their
own email address.
If for whatever reason you cannot make your booking online, you can do so by
calling 07907 609182. Please leave a voicemail with
•
•
•
•

Your name
Your phone number
Your choice of Mass (day and date)
The number of seats required and the names of those requesting the
seats

You will receive a text or call to confirm your request.
This is a very different way of coming to our celebration of Mass together but it is
necessary during these challenging times. Please have patience and forbearance.
Very quickly we’ll all grow accustomed to this process and hopefully it will become
second nature to us. If you have any questions, please contact Fr Magill.

LIVE STREAMING
WE USE LIVE STREAMING TO ENABLE:
HOUSEBOUND PARISHIONERS TO ENGAGE WITH MASS FROM HOME
RELATIVES/FRIENDS WHO CANNOT ATTEND A BAPTISM / WEDDING /
FUNERAL TO VIEW IT
EVANGELISATION: ENABLING THOSE WHO CANNOT OR DO NOT
ATTEND CHURCH TO ENGAGE WITH ACTS OF WORSHIP.

ALL OF THESE REASONS ARE NECESSARY IN THE
LEGITIMATE INTERESTS OF THE CHURCH.
THE IMAGES ARE MADE AVAILABLE LIVE ONLINE AND
CAN BE ACCESSED BY ANYONE.
LIVE STREAMING IS CARRIED OUT DURING LIVE
SERVICES ONLY.
CAMERAS FOCUS ONLY ON THE SANCTUARY AREA AND
THE AREA IMMEDIATELY IN FRONT OF IT.
IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO HAVE YOUR IMAGE LIVE
STREAMED PLEASE BEAR THIS IN MIND.

About Us
This Parish is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of MOTHERWELL, registered
charity number SC011041. If you have questions about this notice, please contact
frmagill@rcdom.org.uk

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for January: Intention for Evangelization: – Human

Fraternity: May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship with our brothers and sisters
of other religions, praying for one another, open to all.

This month’s Lucky Numbers Draw: 1st No 71 Eddie Barr £125; 2nd No 22 David
Ward £75; 3rd No 47 Maureen Puricelli £50. Please contact Eddie Kelly at
treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org for your winnings.
Please remember to book online
your seat for Mass. See guidance
BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR
MASS given in this bulletin. Thanks
to everyone for your cooperation
and patience.
SUNDAY TAKEAWAY: Today’s page from the Gospel emphasizes that, when
Jesus had received baptism from John in the River Jordan, “the heavens were
opened” to him (Mt 3:16). This fulfils the prophecies. In fact, there is an invocation
which the liturgy has us repeat during the Season of Advent: “O that thou wouldst
rend the heavens and come down” (Is 64:1). If the heavens remain closed, our
horizon in this earthly life is dark and without hope. Instead, in celebrating
Christmas, once again faith has given us the certainty that the heavens have been
rent with the coming of Christ. And on the day of the baptism of Christ we continue
to contemplate the heavens opened. The manifestation of the Son of God on earth
marks the beginning of the great time of mercy, after sin had closed the heavens,
raising itself as a barrier between the human being and his Creator. With the birth of
Jesus the heavens open! God gives us in Christ the guarantee of an indestructible
love. From the moment the Word became flesh it is therefore possible to see the
open heavens. It was possible for the shepherds of Bethlehem, for the Magi of the
East, for the Baptist, for Jesus’ Apostles, and for St Stephen, the first martyr, who
exclaimed: “Behold, I see the heavens opened!” (Acts 7:56). And it is possible for
each one of us, if we allow ourselves to be suffused with God’s love, which is given
to us for the first time in Baptism by means of the Holy Spirit. Let us allow ourselves to be invaded by God’s love! This is the great time of mercy! Do not forget it:
this is the great time of Mercy! Pope Francis

HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am. Monday-Friday:
10am.SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request.
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Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook.
Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly (email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org)
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