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Readings
FIRST READING
Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46

The leper will dwell apart, making an abode outside the camp.
A reading from the Book of Leviticus

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron,

“If someone has on his skin a scab or pustule or blotch
which appears to be the sore of leprosy,
he shall be brought to Aaron, the priest,
or to one of the priests among his descendants.
If the man is leprous and unclean,
the priest shall declare him unclean
by reason of the sore on his head.
“The one who bears the sore of leprosy
shall keep his garments rent and his head bare,
and shall muffle his beard;
he shall cry out, ‘Unclean, unclean!’
As long as the sore is on him he shall declare himself unclean,
since he is in fact unclean.
He shall dwell apart, making his abode outside the camp.”

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 32:1-2, 5, 11
R. I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill me with the joy of
salvation
Blessed is he whose fault is taken away
whose sin is covered.
Blessed the man to whom the LORD imputes not guilt,
in whose spirit there is no guile.
R. I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill me with the joy of
salvation.

Then I acknowledged my sin to you,
my guilt I covered not.
I said, “I confess my faults to the LORD,”
and you took away the guilt of my sin.
R. I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill me with the joy of salvation.
Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, you just;
exult, all you upright of heart.
R. I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill me with the joy of salvation.

SECOND READING
1 Corinthians10:31-11:1
Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians

Brothers and sisters,

Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do,
do everything for the glory of God.
Avoid giving offense, whether to the Jews or Greeks or the church of God,
just as I try to please everyone in every way,
not seeking my own benefit but that of the many,
that they may be saved.
Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Luke 7:16
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

A great prophet has arisen in our midst,
God has visited his people.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL
Mark 1:40-45
The leprosy left him, and he was made clean.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

A leper came to Jesus and kneeling down begged him and said,
“If you wish, you can make me clean.”
Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand,
touched him, and said to him,
“I do will it. Be made clean.”
The leprosy left him immediately, and he was made clean.
Then, warning him sternly, he dismissed him at once.
He said to him, “See that you tell no one anything,
but go, show yourself to the priest
and offer for your cleansing what Moses prescribed;
that will be proof for them.”
The man went away and began to publicize the whole matter.
He spread the report abroad
so that it was impossible for Jesus to enter a town openly.
He remained outside in deserted places,
and people kept coming to him from everywhere.

REFLECTION ON SUNDAY’S GOSPEL

The leper doesn’t reckon: “I’ve tried others for a cure; now I’ll try Jesus”. No, for
this leper there is no question: his faith in Jesus’ power is absolute.
And he doesn’t even seem to think: “I’ll hold it against you if you don’t help me” –
he seems ready to go on accepting his lot; so his faith is deep enough to leave Jesus
in perfect freedom: to say to Jesus, “If you choose” – and to mean it.
No wonder – when the healing does come – that he in no way takes it for granted.
We notice one more dimension of the faith which he had all along - he has to spread
the news everywhere, because he was utterly convinced of the power of the divine
work of Jesus.
Leprosy in the Bible covered a range of skin diseases. More importantly, it was
considered as making a person unclean. The law required that a leper stay away from
others – a social and religious exclusion. The leper breaches this code by
approaching Jesus, and Jesus breaches it by touching the leper. But, having effected
a cure, Jesus complies with the law in sending the man to the priest to formalise his
re-instatement in the community. Jesus observes the law when it is of help to people.
Attend carefully to the leper’s prayer: “If you choose, you can make me clean”. And
to Jesus’ reply: “I do choose. Be made clean”. What does this exchange tell you
about the leper’s convictions and feelings, as well as those of Jesus? Have you seen
this pattern in your own prayers of petition?
The most painful wounds we carry with from the past are more wounds of the spirit
than of the body. Of these spiritual wounds that one that causes us most pain is that
of a belief that we are insignificant. In this Gospel story we hear in Jesus’ words to
the leper, his concern to heal this wound we carry with us from the past.
In your prayer today tell Jesus of some way you were hurt or wounded by something
people said or did to you. Listen to how sensitive and responsive he is when he is
“moved with pity” or compassion for you. Tell him how you feel about him being
like this.
The leper doesn’t reckon: “I’ve tried others for a cure; now I’ll try Jesus”. No, he
just knows that Jesus has the power – his only worry is: ‘Will he use that power for
me?’
Jesus looks at me too, ready to use his power for my good.
Finally, the leper is so thankful that he can’t stop telling people. I too can be aware of
great things that have been done for me and can give gratitude for them in my prayer.

Again in this gospel we find Jesus moved with pity. Leprosy was a living death: the
sufferer was isolated from family and community, and had to cry out ‘Unclean, unclean!’ when anyone approached. Touching the leper made Jesus ritually unclean
also. There are no lengths to which Jesus will not go to help this man. He touches
him, speaks to him, and gives him his freedom to be fully human again.
I spend a few moments with the leper before his cure, and then meet him afterwards.
What might he say to me about faith in Jesus? About my pity for others in need?
Whom do I touch?

‘Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him.’ Leprosy in the
Bible was not precisely what we mean by the term, but was a general name for any
repulsive, scaly, skin disease. That first word, σπλαγχνισθειs, connotes a deep,
gut-wrenching compassion, which showed itself in the extraordinary (for a man of
that time) gesture of touching the leprosy.
Touch me, Lord. Touch the ugly bits of me that I do not like to look at. If you will,
you can make me clean.
This man must have been overwhelmed by gratitude - he did the very thing Jesus
asked him not to do! Help me Lord to receive the gifts you offer, to rejoice in them
but never to forget that they come from you.

I take some time to allow Jesus' loving look to linger on me. I hear him say, "I
choose…" as he brings me blessing and longs for my wholeness.
Deeply moved, Jesus put out his hand and touched him.’ Jesus, the poet of God’s
compassion, spoke in parables, but also in actions. He healed the sick and freed
people from evil, brokenness and rejection. God’s mercy was not just a beautiful
idea. In Jesus, God is the active champion of the suffering.
Lord, let my faith not be swamped by horror at the misery and hopelessness of so
many in our world. Instead, I ask your blessing on those who devote themselves to
compassionate care of the needy. They are the unsung champions of your love today.
I ask the grace to be numbered among them.

Leprosy was a term which covered a variety of skin diseases. In Jewish law any or
all of them made the victim unclean. Lepers were often banished from society lest
they might infect others. For Jesus to touch a leper was shocking. But in this way
Jesus shows his closeness to us in our need. I thank him for this.
The leper becomes a disciple – he spreads the word. He witnesses to Jesus’
goodness. Can I let him take me by the hand so that I too may become a witness to
what God is doing in my life?
Jesus, the compassionate one, enters fully into the human mess of our lives. Leprosy
was the most dreaded of diseases in his day. Jesus risks conflict and division for the
sake of a nobody who was suffering exclusion and isolation from family and
community.
The leper approaches in confident trust and Jesus touches his sore, leprous body.
Lord, how do I approach you in prayer? Begging, kneeling, and asking for what I
want? Let me feel your touch.
Jesus affirms the desire of the man with leprosy: his ‘Certainly I want to,’ is his
response to our desire for what is truly for our growth and wellbeing.
The leper knew his need and trusted that Jesus could help him. I pray with the same
attitude, not hiding my neediness, not hesitant about bringing it before Jesus,
listening for Jesus’ encouraging response.

RELECTION ON THIS PAINTING:

The main part of the picture is taken up by the encounter between

Jesus and the leper plus all the crowd which is witnessing it. Top left we see the leper in his bubble, together with
other people in a sad situation. On the right we see another bubble in the shape of a little house (or a chapel) where
Jesus speaks to the cleansed leper alone.
Matthew tells us that a really large crowd followed Jesus. Most of these people are clothed - in one way or another - in
the colours of Jesus, sign that they have something in common with Jesus. (In the Dutch language we can say that they
put on something of Jesus).
In the foreground the spectators throw up their hands in adoration. Do I see another Jesus..., or perhaps a brother of
Jesus in the crowd? Or is it Jesus himself who has joined the people who are in need, just as he did when he was
baptized by John the Baptist? ‘Standing among you is the one you do not know... (John 1:27).
Did I ever experience that somebody around me was isolated? Treated as a leper? Perhaps because of having made a
mistake, committed a fault, or simple struck by misfortune? How did I look at them? Was I ‘stirred’? Was there
something I could do...?
And do I know the experience that I myself was an untouchable for whatever reason? Isolated? Were there people to
help me? Or did they avoid me? Do I remember how I felt, how I prayed perhaps; what I desired?
by Fr Dries van den Akker SJ

THE DAILY “EXAMEN” IN THE MIDST OF COVID
In this present pandemic there is much talk in the media and all around us about life
afterwards and how this will or will not be affected by the experiences we have lived
through during these months: losses of friends or family members, restrictions on
movement, travel and visits, enforced isolation, the dangers of infection, being confined to
one place, working from home, and so forth. Looking to the future, people are talking
about whether the pandemic has changed us and, if so, how? What has it shown us
about the way we lived before it struck? Are we going to go back to the same or live
differently? If differently, why and how and, crucially, what are we using as a guide to the
new life?
It is worth exploring the possibility that Covid-19 may be offering us the grace of a
particular time and place. And in connection with that I want to outline a way in which the
Ignatian examen might furnish a prayerful method of reflection to guide us into the future.
Such a reflection might have the following elements.
•

A general prayer of thanksgiving for gifts received, in recognition that ‘all that is good
and every gift descend from on high…as rays descend from the sun, and waters from
a fountain’ (Spiritual Exercises §237).

•

A prayer to the Holy Spirit for enlightenment and guidance in this period of reflection.

•

Memory: calling to mind the gifts received in particular places and over a particular
period of time during this pandemic, with a prayer of thanksgiving.

•

Reflection: how have I responded to these gifts of grace? A prayer of sorrow if I have
in any way neglected or abused them.

•

Reflection: from my experience so far, can I identify a grace associated with this time
of pandemic and the particular places in which I have lived?

•

Reflection: how might I accept and respond to this grace in such a way that it helps to
give shape and direction to life in the future?

•

A prayer of thanksgiving for blessings received.

It is unlikely of course that the answers to these questions will come at once. Waiting on
God in patient silence is a central element in contemplative prayer. However, repeated
gently over time, the examen, I would suggest, allows an awareness of grace offered in
particular times and places to emerge, albeit slowly, and enlarges and strengthens one’s
capacity to respond to it courageously, generously and wisely going into the future.
David Lonsdale

Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during
this health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook
page for new materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the
Sunday Gospel. Also check out our Links page on the website and you will be
directed to other useful sites. Remember our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some
beautiful prayers and reflections can be accessed there.
Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk.
There is also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative
Theology. All you have to do is ask to join.
There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: @LectioMotherwe1,
@rcmotherwell and @motherwellRE
Recently a new Facebook page has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult
Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at deepening our understanding of the
faith.
The Liturgy of the Hours, the prayers and readings of the Mass and much more can
be found at www.ibreviary.com
Beautiful reflections for all seasons and times can be found at
www.thesacredbraid.com
Another good resource is http://www.catholicireland.net/ Reflections on the readings
of the Mass, suggestions for children’s faith formation and lots more.

Private visits to the church
The church is now open for the public celebration of Mass. It will remain open
Sunday to Thursday 9am-8pm, Friday 9am-1pm, Saturday 3pm-8pm for private
prayer. To ensure the safety of all who visit, only the Gathering Area will be
accessible.
When paying a visit for private prayer:
•
•
•
•
•

Sanitize your hands upon entering
Choose any seat whilst maintaining social distancing
When you have finished, sanitize your hands
Take the large bottle of sanitizer and spray all over the seat you have used.
There is no need to wipe it.
Sanitize your hands again before leaving

Please try your best not to touch any surface other than the chair you are using. Also
note that the toilet is not available for use.

RE-OPENING OUR CHURCH FOR MASS
Our church is now open for public Mass. Please keep the following in mind:
1. The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. If you choose to
come to Mass, please consider attending Mass during the week, to take pressure off
the Masses on Saturday evening and Sunday morning. If you feel anxious about
taking part in Mass with others or feel that you are vulnerable in any way, please do
not hesitate to stay at home nor feel guilty about it. Mass will continue to be live
streamed.
2.

The capacity of the church will be reduced due to social distancing.

• This

means you will need to book your place for the Mass you choose to
attend. If you do not have a seat booked, you are not guaranteed entry.
This is to ensure that each person who comes to Mass already has a seat
allocated.

• Couples
• To

• If

will be able to sit together, as will families from the same household.

book:
Please book online if possible from the Homepage of the parish website. If you
are not online, ask a member of your family or a fellow parishioner to book for
you. If this is still not possible, telephone/text 07907 609182 and leave a
message. For more information, go to the page in the bulletin BOOKING
YOUR SEAT FOR MASS

you are booking for people outwith your household, please indicate this and also
their names, and phone numbers. This ensures not only that they are guaranteed
a seat but also that we have a record of everyone present.

• Please

make your booking as early as possible. Also remember to cancel if for
whatever reason you cannot take up your booking.

3.

Apart from children under 5 and people with a diagnosed health issue,
everyone must wear a face-covering before entering the church and during the
celebration of Mass.

4.

Each parishioner will be greeted at the door by ushers. You will be asked to
stand in front of the camera for your temperature to be taken. If a high temperature is recorded, you will be tested once again by a hand-held thermometer. If
your temperature is still too high, you will be asked to return home. Both tests
are anonymous. Sanitising liquid will be available as you enter and leave and
must be used. The toilet will not be available for use.

5.

You will be accompanied by an usher to your designated seat. You are
requested to take the seat indicated by the usher.

6.

Everyone will remain seated throughout Mass which will last 30-35 minutes.

7.

Holy Communion will be distributed at the very end of Mass, after the final
blessing and dismissal. For the reception of Holy Communion, please follow
the directions of the usher who will indicate when to leave your seat. The
congregation will present themselves according to where they are seated: first,
those seated around the organ, then those seated on Our Lady’s side, then those
on the Sacred Heart’s side, finally those seated in the Oratory. Once you have
received Holy Communion, please sanitise your hands once more, then leave
the church immediately by the side door. Make you way to the front of the
church where you can wait for your family and friends.

8.

Baskets will be available at each door for your weekly contribution.
Please consider donating through a Standing Order.

9.

The Church will be sanitised after every Mass.

10. You can volunteer if you are over 16. The over 70s can also volunteer as
long as they have no underlying health issue. This is a wonderful opportunity
for our young people to contribute not only to our parish life but also to be
involved in the nation’s struggle against the virus. I know you will appreciate
this code of practice has been drawn up to protect your health and the health of
others. Your co-operation will be deeply appreciated
These are challenging times for the parish and the Church. Thank you for your
patience, forbearance and support. This is also a time of many graces and blessings
and a God-given opportunity for us to grow as a community of faith.

If you test positive for the coronavirus
and have taken part in a recent Mass in
the church, please inform Fr Magill

BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR MASS

(Please print off this sheet for family members and friends who are not online)
You can book your seat for Mass by going to our parish website
www.stathanasiuscarluke.org and by following the instructions there. The booking
system is very easy to follow.
Everyone who can is asked to use online booking. This ensures not only that your
seat is reserved but also that your name and details are recorded in case you need to
be contacted. These details will be deleted after 3 weeks.
If you are making multiple bookings, you must do these separately. For instance, you
may be requesting tickets for six people; three from the same household, one couple
and one individual. This means you would have to make 3 bookings: one for a
family block, one for a couple’s seating and one for an individual.
Only members of the same household may sit together.
If you are not online, please ask a family member or fellow parishioner to book
on your behalf. Your name and contact details must be entered into the system,
not those of the person booking for you. The person booking should enter their
own email address.
If for whatever reason you cannot make your booking online, you can do so by
calling 07907 609182. Please leave a voicemail with
•
•
•
•

Your name
Your phone number
Your choice of Mass (day and date)
The number of seats required and the names of those requesting the
seats

You will receive a text or call to confirm your request.
This is a very different way of coming to our celebration of Mass together but it is
necessary during these challenging times. Please have patience and forbearance.
Very quickly we’ll all grow accustomed to this process and hopefully it will become
second nature to us. If you have any questions, please contact Fr Magill.

LIVE STREAMING
WE USE LIVE STREAMING TO ENABLE:
HOUSEBOUND PARISHIONERS TO ENGAGE WITH MASS FROM HOME
RELATIVES/FRIENDS WHO CANNOT ATTEND A BAPTISM / WEDDING /
FUNERAL TO VIEW IT
EVANGELISATION: ENABLING THOSE WHO CANNOT OR DO NOT
ATTEND CHURCH TO ENGAGE WITH ACTS OF WORSHIP.

ALL OF THESE REASONS ARE NECESSARY IN THE
LEGITIMATE INTERESTS OF THE CHURCH.
THE IMAGES ARE MADE AVAILABLE LIVE ONLINE AND
CAN BE ACCESSED BY ANYONE.
LIVE STREAMING IS CARRIED OUT DURING LIVE
SERVICES ONLY.
CAMERAS FOCUS ONLY ON THE SANCTUARY AREA AND
THE AREA IMMEDIATELY IN FRONT OF IT.
IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO HAVE YOUR IMAGE LIVE
STREAMED PLEASE BEAR THIS IN MIND.

About Us
This Parish is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of MOTHERWELL, registered
charity number SC011041. If you have questions about this notice, please contact
frmagill@rcdom.org.uk

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for February: Violence Against Women
We pray for women who are victims of violence, that they may be protected by society and have their sufferings considered and heeded. .
This month’s Lucky Numbers Draw: 1st No 16 Helena Paterson £125; 2nd No 51
Grace Broom £75; 3rd No 65 Ian Kelly £50. Please contact Eddie Kelly at
treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org for your winnings.
Please remember to book online
your seat for Mass. See guidance
BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR
MASS given in this bulletin. Thanks
to everyone for your cooperation
and patience.
Please see the letter from
Bishop Toal on the homepage
of our website regarding safeguarding in our parish and
diocese Our parish safeguarding officers are Brian and
Rosleen Steele. Any issue must
be reported to them and not to
the parish priest.
Their email is
briangsteelle50@gmail.com
19th February - Friday after Ash Wednesday - Day of
Prayer for Those who have Suffered Abuse As in recent
years we will keep this as a special day of prayer here in
the Church in Scotland for all who have suffered abuse
of whatever kind.

The Season of Lent begins with
Ash Wednesday on February 17th.
The church is still closed. Please
see the link on our homepage for
suggestions for celebrating the day.
It’s important to remember that the
ashes are a sacramental. They are
used to point to what is happening
— indicating our interior desire to
repent and believe in the gospel and
our intention to follow this faith
through Lent. Then we can celebrate the Lord’s Paschal Mystery,
renewed in faith and more closely
united in our love of the Lord and
of each other.

Congratulations to Gretta & Eddie Grattan on their 60th wedding anniversary. May the Lord bless
them and keep them and afford them every divine grace.

SUNDAY TAKEAWAY: One thing many Christians get wrong is their belief that doubt is the
nemesis of faith. It isn’t. In fact, as the wise ones show and tell us again and again, doubt helps
faith to grow up. Doubt is to faith what an oystered-irritant is to a pearl. No friction, no pearl of
great price. No doubt, no faith that is real, credible, sustaining while being vulnerable.
Unfortunately, faith too often is mistakenly reduced to intellectual assent of propositions when it
has to do with the orientation of one’s life and the investment of that life. The great 20th century
Protestant theologian Paul Tillich said that doubt is not the opposite of faith, but an element of
faith. In his book New Seeds of Contemplation, the great 20th century Catholic spiritual master
Thomas Merton wrote something similar: “This doubt is by no means opposed to genuine faith,
but it mercilessly examines and questions the spurious “faith” of everyday life, the human faith
which is nothing but the passive acceptance of conventional opinion.”
HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am. Monday-Friday:
10am.SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request.
21 Mount Stewart Street, Carluke, ML8 5EB. Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas F. Magill. Tel: 01555 771250.
Mobile No: 07789708192; email: frmagill@rcdom.org.uk
Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook.
Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly (email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org)
stathanasiuscarluke
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