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Readings

FIRST READING
Acts 3:13-15, 17-19
The author of life you put to death, but God raised him up.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Peter said to the people:

“The God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus,
whom you handed over and denied in Pilate’s presence
when he had decided to release him.
You denied the Holy and Righteous One
and asked that a murderer be released to you.
The author of life you put to death,
but God raised him from the dead; of this we are witnesses.
Now I know, brothers,
that you acted out of ignorance, just as your leaders did;
but God has thus brought to fulfilment
what he had announced beforehand
through the mouth of all the prophets,
that his Christ would suffer.
Repent, therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be wiped away.”

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 4:2, 4, 7-8, 9

R. Lord, let your face shine on us.
When I call, answer me, O my just God,
you who relieve me when I am in distress;
have pity on me, and hear my prayer!
R. Lord, let your face shine on us.

Know that the LORD does wonders for his faithful one;
the LORD will hear me when I call upon him.
R. Lord, let your face shine on us.
O LORD, let the light of your countenance shine upon us!
You put gladness into my heart.
R. Lord, let your face shine on us.
As soon as I lie down, I fall peacefully asleep,
for you alone, O LORD,
bring security to my dwelling.
R. Lord, let your face shine on us.

SECOND READING
1 John 2:1-5a
Jesus Christ is expiation not for our sins only but for those of the whole world.
A reading from the first Letter of Saint John

My children, I am writing this to you

so that you may not commit sin.
But if anyone does sin, we have an Advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the righteous one.
He is expiation for our sins,
and not for our sins only but for those of the whole world.
The way we may be sure that we know him is to keep his commandments.
Those who say, “I know him,” but do not keep his commandments
are liars, and the truth is not in them.
But whoever keeps his word,
the love of God is truly perfected in him.
————————————————————————————————————--

ACCLAMATION BEFORE THE GOSPEL
Cf. Luke 24:32
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
Lord Jesus, open the Scriptures to us;
make our hearts burn while you speak to us.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL
Luke 24:35-48
Thus it was written that the Christ would suffer and rise from the dead on the third day.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

The two disciples recounted what had taken place on the way,
and how Jesus was made known to them
in the breaking of bread.

While they were still speaking about this,
he stood in their midst and said to them,
“Peace be with you.”
But they were startled and terrified
and thought that they were seeing a ghost.
Then he said to them, “Why are you troubled?
And why do questions arise in your hearts?
Look at my hands and my feet, that it is I myself.
Touch me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones
as you can see I have.”
And as he said this,
he showed them his hands and his feet.
While they were still incredulous for joy and were amazed,
he asked them, “Have you anything here to eat?”
They gave him a piece of baked fish;
he took it and ate it in front of them.
He said to them,
“These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you,
that everything written about me in the law of Moses
and in the prophets and psalms must be fulfilled.”
Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.
And he said to them,
“Thus it is written that the Christ would suffer
and rise from the dead on the third day
and that repentance, for the forgiveness of sins,
would be preached in his name
to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.
You are witnesses of these things.

DIVINE LOVE
You stop trying to reach God by educating your intellect. But you do try to
awaken your heart. So, therefore, the great study of the monk is to have an
awakened heart. And, of course, you have to sort of know what that means. But
I think we all do. It’s by love that we know God. And, as we say — it’s purely a
matter of speaking — but it’s with our heart that we love God. And so this question of having an awakened heart means to cultivate a vigilant love. To cultivate
the awareness of love. In the simplest words that I know: That’s it! This is what
you do when you want to know God. You don’t go looking for an object called
God. You cultivate the awareness of love in an awake heart. You keep your heart
awake to respond to God by love. . . This a person can cultivate.
Thomas Merton

Richard of St. Victor, a mediaeval theologian, sees the self-transcending love of
friendship as the high point of human life and argues that such friendship must
be found in God. . . . Real friendship is love which goes from the self to the
other. . . . Richard’s insight into friendship leads him to suggest that real love
does not remain with the two but wants to share love with another. For full love
we look for one who can share our love for the beloved. Richard sees the
friendship in the Trinity as ecstatically breaking out beyond the two to include a
third. . . . There is no sense in which this common [third] friend is loved any less
than the other two. In the love of the divine Persons, Richard sees supreme love
flowing equally in all directions.
Denis Edwards

THE REALITY OF RESURRECTION
When all is said and done, I suspect we are spending too much time asking the question:
“Do you believe . . .?” instead of explaining the integral relationship between belief, faith,
and action. We have lost sight of the fact that apart from faith, belief is no more than giving
intellectual assent to something. But within the realm of the household of faith– what St.
Paul calls the body of Christ, whether for the about-to-be-baptized or the elderly Christian,
within Christian spirituality as our enacted response to the dying and rising of Jesus– to say
“I believe” means I will give my life to, I will align my life with, I will incarnate, I will
make real and present in my life and in the world. For faith is deeper, wider, and taller than
mere belief. There are many who say “I believe in the resurrection,” many who give
intellectual assent to the statement “Jesus was raised from the dead,” but who fail to give
any significant portion of their life to participating in resurrection which is just as
imperative, just as constitutive a dimension of the Christ-life here on earth as is dying.
Being the presence of resurrection, the presence of life in the face of death means
embodying love in the midst of indifference, incarnating Divine concern in the face of
human callousness or cruelty, embodying Divine sympathy in the presence of another’s
suffering, caring for the earth as it groans in travail, resisting the vogue of violence by
making peace, fleshing out companionship with someone who is lonely, being kind in the
midst of another’s self-condemnation or fear, being a hopeful presence in the midst of
despair, embodying trust in the midst of evidence to the contrary, incarnating compassion
and mercy in the midst of anguish, offering a listening heart when someone needs to be
heard.
For practitioners, resurrection is always an embodied truth — in little gestures, in acts more
than words, in words when spoken tenderly or when confirming or calling forth that which
is deepest in the other, in deeds common and uncommon, premeditated and spontaneous,
simple or courageous.
When we practice the presence of God, the works of mercy, the works of justice, the works
of peace, we practice resurrection and radiate the look of love. I have never met anyone on
whom resurrection didn’t look good. Dan Miller

THE WONDER OF BEING
Yes, each person, each thing, is what it is AND YET is more than what it is,
more than who she is, more than who he is. But we can’t awaken to and receive
the more without first being consciously attentive to the nunc, the hic, and the
haec (now, here, this). All reality is allusive and is an intimation of the more.
But the quotidian as well as the sublime mystery of life itself and everyday
living exceed intellectual comprehension, resist analytical dissection, defy
verbal articulation, and conceal as well as reveal. Mystery is not a synonym for
a scientific or mathematical quandary waiting to be resolved. Rather, it signals
that a particular ineffable reality holds a superfluousness of meaning, not a lack
of meaning. From a scientific standpoint, mystery is something to be deciphered. From a religious perspective, mystery is neither something we produce
nor something we resolve but something we sense and to which we give reply or
go out to greet like a lover. Wonder and awe are the ultimate and fitting
responses to mystery. Humility, silence and tears are not far behind. These are
responses to an evocation, not the result of a calculation. Mystery is not a puzzle
or problem to be solved but something that grasps us and invites us to enter ever
more deeply.
If we look and listen with our heart, the contemplative life calls us to be present
to the present moment. It awakens us to the now, the this, and the here wherein
lies the liturgy of life. It offers no external incentive or future reward, only the
experience of being fully alive in the immediate moment. It is this way of being
that conceives the holy susceptibility that makes wonder possible. Dan Miller

Humankind will not perish
for want of information;
but only for want of appreciation.
The beginning of our happiness lies
in understanding that life without wonder
is not worth living. What we lack is not
a will to believe but a will to wonder.
Rabbi Abraham Heschel

PICTURE MEDITATION ON THE GOSPEL

We are looking at a stained-glass window, in the church of Saint Leonard, Zoutleeuw,
Belgium. Made by Auguste Stalins, 1919. The artist divides the scene into two parts. One
third part on the left side is for Jesus; two thirds from the right for the disciples. The two
parts are separated by a column. The connection between the two parts is made by Jesus’
left hand.
I count ten disciples. Obviously Judas doesn’t belong to them anymore. And according to
the story Peter wasn’t there. The hands of the disciples are eventually more expressive than
their faces. What is the expression of the various hand gestures?
Jesus is about to prove that he is not a ghost, but a real person. He shows them his hands
with the scars. For me as a spectator the scars in his feet are visible as well. I have the impression that none of them looks at these scars. They are looking at his face. Jesus stretches
his hands to a dish on the table.
Can I imagine being there among the disciples? What would have been my reaction? Is
there a disciple I can identify myself with?
One little, meaningful detail. As far as I can see not only Jesus, but all the disciples are
pictured barefoot. In religious art that is a symbol of walking along the way of God,
respectively following Jesus.
Would I have been pictured with bare feet as well? Fr Dries van den Akker SJ

A SONNET FOR EASTER SUNDAY

He blesses every love which weeps and grieves
And now he blesses hers who stood and wept

And would not be consoled, or leave her love’s
Last touching place, but watched as low light crept
Up from the east. A sound behind her stirs
A scatter of bright birdsong through the air.
She turns, but cannot focus through her tears,
Or recognise the Gardener standing there.
She hardly hears his gentle question ‘Why,

Why are you weeping?’, or sees the play of light
That brightens as she chokes out her reply
‘They took my love away, my day is night’
And then she hears her name, she hears Love say
The Word that turns her night, and ours, to Day.
From Sounding the Seasons, by Malcolm Guite, CanterburyPress 2012

THE DAILY “EXAMEN” IN THE MIDST OF COVID

In this present pandemic there is much talk in the media and all around us about life afterwards and how this will or will not be affected by the experiences we have lived through
during these months: losses of friends or family members, restrictions on movement, travel
and visits, enforced isolation, the dangers of infection, being confined to one place, working
from home, and so forth. Looking to the future, people are talking about whether the pandemic has changed us and, if so, how? What has it shown us about the way we lived before
it struck? Are we going to go back to the same or live differently? If differently, why and
how and, crucially, what are we using as a guide to the new life?
It is worth exploring the possibility that Covid-19 may be offering us the grace of a particular time and place. And in connection with that I want to outline a way in which the Ignatian
examen might furnish a prayerful method of reflection to guide us into the future. Such a
reflection might have the following elements.
A general prayer of thanksgiving for gifts received, in recognition that ‘all that is
good and every gift descend from on high…as rays descend from the sun, and waters
rom a fountain’ (Spiritual Exercises §237).
•

A prayer to the Holy Spirit for enlightenment and guidance in this period of reflection.

•

Memory: calling to mind the gifts received in particular places and over a particular
period of time during this pandemic, with a prayer of thanksgiving.

•

Reflection: how have I responded to these gifts of grace? A prayer of sorrow if I have
in any way neglected or abused them.

•

Reflection: from my experience so far, can I identify a grace associated with this time
of pandemic and the particular places in which I have lived?

•

Reflection: how might I accept and respond to this grace in such a way that it helps to
give shape and direction to life in the future?

•

A prayer of thanksgiving for blessings received. It is unlikely of course that the answers to these questions will come at once. Waiting on God in patient silence is a central element in contemplative prayer. However, repeated gently over time, the examen,
I would suggest, allows an awareness of grace offered in particular times and places to
emerge, albeit slowly, and enlarges and strengthens one’s capacity to respond to it courageously, generously and wisely going into the future. David Lonsdale

Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during this
health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook page for new
materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the Sunday Gospel. Also
check out our Links page on the website and you will be directed to other useful sites. Remember our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some beautiful prayers and reflections can
be accessed there.
Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk. There is
also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative Theology. All you
have to do is ask to join. There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful:
@LectioMotherwe1, @rcmotherwell and @motherwellRE Recently a new Facebook page
has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at
deepening our understanding of the faith.
The Liturgy of the Hours, the prayers and readings of the Mass and much more can be
found at www.ibreviary.com
Beautiful reflections for all seasons and times can be found at www.thesacredbraid.com
Another good resource is http://www.catholicireland.net Reflections on the readings of the
Mass, suggestions for children’s faith formation and lots more.

Private visits to the church

The church is now open for the public celebration of Mass. It will remain open each day
from 9am to dusk for private prayer. To ensure the safety of all who visit, only the
Gathering Area will be accessible. When paying a visit for private prayer:
•

Sanitize your hands upon entering

•

Choose any seat whilst maintaining social distancing

•

When you have finished, sanitize your hands

•

Take the large bottle of sanitizer and spray all over the seat you have used. There is no
need to wipe it.

•

Sanitize your hands again before leaving Please try your best not to touch any surface
other than the chair you are using. Also note that the toilet is not available for use.

RE-OPENING OUR CHURCH FOR MASS

Our church is now open for public Mass. Please keep the following in mind:
1. The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. If you choose
to come to Mass, please consider attending Mass during the week, to take pressure off the Masses on Saturday evening and Sunday morning. If you feel anxious about taking part in Mass with others or feel that you are vulnerable in any
way, please do not hesitate to stay at home nor feel guilty about it. Mass will
continue to be live streamed.
2. The capacity of the church will be reduced due to social distancing.
• This means you will need to book your place for the Mass you
choose to attend. If you do not have a seat booked, you are not guaranteed
entry. This is to ensure that each person who comes to Mass already has a seat
allocated. • Couples will be able to sit together, as will families from the same
household.
• To book: Please book online if possible from the Homepage of the
parish website. If you are not online, ask a member of your family or a fellow
parishioner to book for you. If this is still not possible, telephone/text 07907
609182 and leave a message. For more information, go to the page in the bulletin BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR MASS

• If you are booking for people outwith your household, please indicate
this and also their names, and phone numbers. This ensures not only that they
are guaranteed a seat but also that we have a record of everyone present.
• Please make your booking as early as possible. Also remember to cancel if for whatever reason you cannot take up your booking. 3. Apart from children under 5 and people with a diagnosed health issue, everyone must wear a
face-covering before entering the church and during the celebration of Mass.
4. Each parishioner will be greeted at the door by ushers. You will be asked to
stand in front of the camera for your temperature to be taken. If a high temperature is recorded, you will be tested once again by a hand-held thermometer. If
your temperature is still too high, you will be asked to return home. Both tests
are anonymous. Sanitising liquid will be available as you enter and leave and
must be used. The toilet will not be available for use.
5. You will be accompanied by an usher to your designated seat. You are requested to take the seat indicated by the usher.

6. Everyone will remain seated throughout Mass which will last 30-35
minutes.
7. Holy Communion will be distributed at the very end of Mass, after the
final blessing and dismissal. For the reception of Holy Communion, please follow the directions of the usher who will indicate when to leave your seat. The
congregation will present themselves according to where they are seated: first,
those seated around the organ, then those seated on Our Lady’s side, then those
on the Sacred Heart’s side, finally those seated in the Oratory. Once you have
received Holy Communion, please sanitise your hands once more, then leave the
church immediately by the side door. Make you way to the front of the church
where you can wait for your family and friends.

8. Baskets will be available at each door for your weekly contribution.
Please consider donating through a Standing Order.
9.

The Church will be sanitised after every Mass.

10. You can volunteer if you are over 16. The over 70s can also volunteer
as long as they have no underlying health issue. This is a wonderful opportunity
for our young people to contribute not only to our parish life but also to be involved in the nation’s struggle against the virus. I know you will appreciate this
code of practice has been drawn up to protect your health and the health of others. Your co-operation will be deeply appreciated These are challenging times
for the parish and the Church. Thank you for your patience, forbearance and
support. This is also a time of many graces and blessings and a God-given opportunity for us to grow as a community of faith.
If you test positive for the coronavirus and
have taken part in a recent Mass in the
church, please inform Fr Magill

BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR MASS
(Please print off this sheet for family members and friends who are not online)
You can book your seat for Mass by going to our parish website
www.stathanasiuscarluke.org and by following the instructions there. The booking system is
very easy to follow.
Everyone who can is asked to use online booking. This ensures not only that your seat is
reserved but also that your name and details are recorded in case you need to be contacted.
These details will be deleted after 3 weeks.
If you are making multiple bookings, you must do these separately. For instance, you may
be requesting tickets for six people; three from the same household, one couple and one individual. This means you would have to make 3 bookings: one for a family block, one for a
couple’s seating and one for an individual.
Only members of the same household may sit together.
If you are not online, please ask a family member or fellow parishioner to book on
your behalf. Your name and contact details must be entered into the system, not those
of the person booking for you. The person booking should enter their own email address.
If for whatever reason you cannot make your booking online, you can do so by calling
07907 609182. Please leave a voicemail with
• Your name

• Your phone number
• Your choice of Mass (day and date)
• The number of seats required and the names of those requesting the seats.
You will receive a text or call to confirm your request.
This is a very different way of coming to our celebration of Mass together but it is necessary during these challenging times. Please have patience and forbearance. Very quickly
we’ll all grow accustomed to this process and hopefully it will become second nature to us.
If you have any questions, please contact Fr Magill.

LIVE STREAMING
WE USE LIVE STREAMING TO ENABLE:
1.

HOUSEBOUND PARISHIONERS TO ENGAGE WITH MASS FROM HOME
RELATIVES/FRIENDS WHO CANNOT ATTEND A BAPTISM / WEDDING /
FUNERAL TO VIEW IT

2.

EVANGELISATION: ENABLING THOSE WHO CANNOT OR DO NOT ATTEND
CHURCH TO ENGAGE WITH ACTS OF WORSHIP.

THESE REASONS ARE NECESSARY IN THE LEGITIMATE INTERESTS OF THE
CHURCH. THE IMAGES ARE MADE AVAILABLE LIVE ONLINE AND CAN BE
ACCESSED BY ANYONE. LIVE STREAMING IS CARRIED OUT CONTINUOUSLY
FROM OUR CHURCH. YOU MAY LOG ON AT ANY TIME TO PAY A VIRTUAL
VISIT.
THE CAMERA FOCUSES ONLY ON THE SANCTUARY AREA AND THE AREA
IMMEDIATELY IN FRONT OF IT. IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO HAVE YOUR IMAGE
LIVE STREAMED PLEASE BEAR THIS IN MIND.

About Us This Parish is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of MOTHERWELL, registered
charity number SC011041. If you have questions about this notice, please contact
frmagill@rcdom.org.uk

Pope Francis’ prayer intention for April: Fundamental Rights
We pray for those who risk their lives while fighting for fundamental rights under
dictatorships, authoritarian regimes and even in democracies in crisis.
This month’s Lucky Numbers Draw: 1st no 43 Lesley MacDonald £125; 2nd No 9 Marie
Henderson £75; 3rd No William Chapman 29 £50.
Please contact Eddie Kelly at treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org for your winnings
The new camera in the
church will give better
picture and sound quality.
The installation is now
completed and streaming
through Facebook has
been discontinued. Please
say if you are experiencing any problems with the sound or vision.

Please pray for the eternal rest of John
McNulty. May the Lord comfort and
console his family at this time of their
loss.
Choices Community Charity Shop
reopens for business on 26th April,
10am-4pm, Wednesday halfday. Please
support this charity which is an
ecumenical project of the various
churches in the town.

Bishop Toal encourages us to pray the Novena to St Joseph in preparation for his feast
day on May 1st in this year dedicated to him. A letter from the bishop and the litany of
St Joseph can be accessed on our homepage.
Sincere thanks to you for your financial contributions to the parish and support over the
last twelve difficult months. This has been a time which has been challenging in so many
ways but also a time during which God has graced and blessed us. May he continue to pour
out his blessings, to keep and guard us in all your ways. A special thanks to Marie-Clare
Chapman, the niece of Gertrude Love, who has made a very generous donation to the
parish from her aunt’s estate. It would be wonderful if each of us considered leaving
something to the church in our wills.
SUNDAY TAKEAWAY: “Glorious Patriarch Saint Joseph, whose power makes the

impossible possible, come to my aid in these times of anguish and difficulty. Take under
your protection the serious and troubling situations that I commend to you, that they may
have a happy outcome. My beloved father, all my trust is in you. Let it not be said that I
invoked you in vain, and since you can do everything with Jesus and Mary, show me that
your goodness is as great as your power. Amen.”
Prayer to St Joseph recited each day by Pope Francis
HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am. Monday-Friday: 10am.SACRAMENT
OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request.
21 Mount Stewart Street, Carluke, ML8 5EB. Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas F. Magill. Tel: 01555 771250.
Mobile No: 07789708192; email: frmagill@rcdom.org.uk Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook. Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly
(email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org)

