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First Reading 
 
Acts 1:15-17, 20a, 20c-26 

It is necessary that one of the men who accompanied us become a witness to the                               
resurrection. 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 
Peter stood up in the midst of the brothers 
   —there was a group of about one hundred and twenty persons 
   in the one place—. 
He said, “My brothers, 
   the Scripture had to be fulfilled 
   which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand 
   through the mouth of David, concerning Judas, 
   who was the guide for those who arrested Jesus. 
He was numbered among us 
and was allotted a share in this ministry. 
 
For it is written in the Book of Psalms: 
   May another take his office. 
 
Therefore, it is necessary that one of the men 
   who accompanied us the whole time 
   the Lord Jesus came and went among us, 
   beginning from the baptism of John 
   until the day on which he was taken up from us, 
   become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 
So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, 
   who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 
Then they prayed, 
   “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, 
   show which one of these two you have chosen 
   to take the place in this apostolic ministry 
   from which Judas turned away to go to his own place.” 

Then they gave lots to them, and the lot fell upon Matthias, 
   and he was counted with the eleven apostles.  
 
 



 Responsorial Psalm 

 

Psalm 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20 
 
R. The Lord has set his throne in heaven. 
 
Bless the LORD, O my soul; 
   and all my being, bless his holy name. 
Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
   and for get not all his benefits. 
 
R. The Lord has set his throne in heaven. 
 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
   so surpassing is his kindness toward those who fear him. 
As far as the east is from the west, 
   so far has he put out transgressions from us. 
 
R. The Lord has set his throne in heaven. 
 
The LORD has established his throne in heaven, 
   and his kingdom rules over all. 
Bless the LORD, all you his angels, 
   you mighty in strength, who do his bidding. 
 
R. The Lord has set his throne in heaven.  

Second Reading 

 

1 John 4:11-16 
Whoever remains in love, remains in God, and God in him. 
 
A reading from the first Letter of Saint John 
 
Beloved, if God so loved us, 
   we also must love one another. 
No one has ever seen God. 
Yet, if we love one another, God remains in us, 
   and his love is brought to perfection in us. 
 
This is how we know that we remain in him and he in us, 
   that he has given us of his Spirit. 
Moreover, we have seen and testify 
   that the Father sent his Son as saviour of the world. 
Whoever acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, 
   God remains in him and he in God. 
We have come to know and to believe in the love God has for us. 
God is love, and whoever remains in love 
   remains in God and God in him.  



Gospel Acclamation 
 
cf. Jn 14:18 
 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Go and teach all nations, says the Lord; 
I am with you always, until the end of the world. 
 
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  
 

Gospel 
 
Jn 17:11b-19 
That they may be one just as we are one! 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

Lifting up his eyes to heaven, Jesus prayed, saying: 
“Holy Father, keep them in your name that you have given me, 
   so that they may be one just as we are. 
When I was with them I protected them in your name that you gave me, 
   and I guarded them, and none of them was lost 
   except the son of destruction, 
   in order that the scripture might be fulfilled. 
But now I am coming to you. 
I speak this in the world 
   so that they may share my joy completely. 
I gave them your word, and the world hated them, 
   because they do not belong to the world 
   any more than I belong to the world. 
I do not ask that you take them out of the world 
   but that you keep them from the evil one. 
They do not belong to the world 
   any more than I belong to the world. 
Consecrate them in the truth. Your word is truth. 
As you sent me into the world, 
   so I sent them into the world. 
And I consecrate myself for them, 
   so that they also may be consecrated in truth.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REFLECTION ON THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

 

With the Ascension & Exaltation of Jesus Christ, the nature of heaven itself 
was transformed forever. What caused this transformation? The entrance of 
God incarnate into heaven, for when Jesus ascended into heaven he retained his 
full humanity (though now in an immortalized and glorified form). Thus into 
the sphere where the angels and archangels eternally adore the Holy Trinity,  
Jesus brought human nature and a human body; and heaven - which was al-
ready perfect - was given a higher degree of perfection and grace. Because the 
Incarnate Son of God is in heaven, those who are united to him (enclosed, as it 
were within his glorified human nature by the action of the Holy Ghost) are           
also united to the Holy Trinity. 

Thus within the Triune Life of the Holy Trinity there was and there remains 
glorified human nature. This is an amazing thought and truth, with most holy 
and saving consequences for human beings, not least the possibility of the                
beatific vision of beholding the glory of the Father in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Previously the angelic hosts and choirs alone praised and magnified the Holy 
Trinity with their perpetual cry, "Holy, Holy, Holy," but now the human voice 
of the exalted Jesus - High Priest, Son of God, Lord and Mediator - is heard as 
well. 

So on Ascension Day we celebrate not   
only the Exaltation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ to the supreme place of authority 
alongside the Father but also the raising of 
our human nature into the very centre of 
heaven. Where he has gone those who are 
united to him by faith and in love by the 
Holy Ghost will also go - in heart and 
mind now and in full bodily reality at the 
End time. 

As St. Augustine put it long ago - "All our 
activity will be Amen and Alleluia." For 
"There we shall rest, and we shall see; we 

shall see and we shall love; we shall love and we shall praise. Behold what 
shall be in the end and shall not end."  Peter Noon & J. S. Paterson 



STANDING GAZING INTO THE HEAVENS … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Apostle Paul tells the Ephesians that with the Ascension the Father “has put all things under [Christ’s] 
feet and has made him the head over all things” (Ephesians 1: 22). 
 
“Under his feet” … Salvador Dali’s painting of the Ascension, with its depiction of the Ascension from the 
disciples’ perspective, places the whole of creation under Christ’s feet. Of course, Isaiah 52: 7 tells us: 
“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings good 
news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns’.” 
 
Feet are important to God. There are 229 references to feet in the Bible and another 100 for the word foot. 
When Moses stands before God on Mount Sinai, God tells him to take his sandals off his feet, for he is 
standing on “holy ground” (Exodus 3: 5) – God calls for bare feet on the bare ground, God’s creation 
touching God’s creation. Later, when the priests cross the Jordan into the Promised Land, carrying the ark 
of the Lord, the water stops when they put their feet down, and the people cross on dry land (Joshua 3: 12-
17): walking in the footsteps of God, putting our feet where God wants us to, is taking the first steps in dis-
cipleship and towards the kingdom. 
 
The disciples object when a woman washes and anoints Jesus’ feet and dries them with her hair, but he 
praises her faith (Luke 7: 36-50). On the night of his betrayal, the last and most important thing Jesus does 
for his disciples is wash their feet (John 13: 3-12). 
 
Footprints … many of us have learned off by heart or have a mug or a wall plaque with the words of the 
poem Footprints in the Sand. We long for a footprint of Jesus, an imprint that shows us where he’s been … 
and where we should be going. The place where the Ascension is said to have taken place is marked by a 
rock with what is claimed to be the footprint of Jesus. And, as they continue gazing up, after his feet, the 
disciples are left wondering whether it is the time for the kingdom to come, are they too going to be raised 
up. 
 
Yet it seems that the two men who stand in white robes beside them are reminding them Jesus wants them 
not to stay there standing on their feet doing nothing, that he wants us to pay more attention to the foot-
prints he left all over the Gospels. Christ’s feet took him to some surprising places – and he asks us to              
follow. Can you see Jesus’ footprints in the wilderness? Can you see Jesus walking on the wrong side of 
the street with the wrong sort of people? Can you see Jesus walking up to the tree, looking up at Zacchaeus 
in the branches (Luke 19: 1-10), and inviting him to eat with him? Can you see his feet stumbling towards 
Calvary with a cross on his back, loving us to the very end? Are you prepared to walk with him? 
 
Since that first Ascension Day, the body of Christ is within us and among us and through us as the Church 
and as we go forth in his name, bearing that Good News as his “witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1: 8). Patrick Comerford 



PREPARING FOR PENTECOST 

THE GIFT OF COUNSEL 

According to Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a blessing is ‘the visible, perceptible, effec-
tive proximity of God’. In the light of these words, I like to think that perhaps 
one of the blessings of this time of pandemic is that it has given us time, in 
closeness to God, to catch up with ourselves, to arrive at where we are in the fast
-moving story of our lives, to rethink our priorities and seek the deeper meaning 
in some of the things we see happening in our world today. Keenly aware that 
we need help in these strange times, we would do well to pray for the gift of 
counsel, for the light and guidance of the Holy Spirit. Something of our deeper 
selves responds to the presence of the Spirit within us, and in these long months 
of anxiety and heartache, perhaps we have become more aware of the provi-
dence that shapes and guides our lives, more aware of the mystery of life, more 
sensitive to God’s presence. ‘Let anyone who has ears to hear, listen to what the 

Spirit is saying …’ (Apocalypse 2:29).  

 Human personhood creates and relies upon conversation and 
communication to convey meaning. We ‘speak’ to God in prayer, 
and by the same token, we relate to God as a speaker who can 
strike chords in us, touch us, encourage us, and whose silence 
sometimes baffles us. But God’s language is not confined to the 

sounds of human speech that we call words, or to their written representation. 
God also speaks to us wordlessly, in what Philip Larkin calls ‘unignorable si-
lence’, and in the good, the bad and the ugly things we all encounter on the jour-
ney through life. God, the psalmist says, is ‘my counsellor … who instructs 
me’ (Ps. 16:7). If we are to hear God’s word in our lives and to feel God’s prox-
imity in the events of the world that is our home, we need to open our hearts and 
minds to receive the Spirit’s gift of counsel, the third of the seven gifts listed in 
Isaiah 11:2. 

Counsel has a companion, discernment, and through these two gifts we come to 
see more clearly how to live, how to act. There are choices to be made, and in 
order to make the better choice, we are invited to listen, to be attentive to the 
voice of God directing our hearts, speaking in our lives. As people of faith, we 
want to follow the guidance of the Spirit, and it is through discernment that we 
become more aware of what helps us to live in accordance with God’s desires 
for our good. Through counsel and discernment, we seek to follow God’s ways. 
In troubled times, when we feel we are drifting in the wilderness, when we do 
not even know what we should pray for, ‘the Spirit comes to help us in our 
weakness’ (Romans 8:26). 

 



A SONNET FOR ASCENSION DAY 

By Malcolm Guite 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Sounding the Seasons, by Malcolm Guite, CanterburyPress 2012  

We saw his light break through the cloud of glory 

Whilst we were rooted still in time and place 

As earth became a part of Heaven’s story 

And heaven opened to his human face. 

We saw him go and yet we were not parted 

He took us with him to the heart of things 

The heart that broke for all the broken-hearted 

Is whole and Heaven-centred now, and sings, 

Sings in the strength that rises out of weakness, 

Sings through the clouds that veil him from our sight, 

Whilst we our selves become his clouds of witness 

And sing the waning darkness into light, 

His light in us, and ours in him concealed, 

Which all creation waits to see revealed .  



TO OUR CATHOLIC UNIVERSE AND CATHOLIC TIMES 
READERS IN THE PARISH: - 

  

If you are unable to collect your paper at Mass you 
can now get it delivered direct to your home every 
week POST FREE (IT’S QUICK AND IT’S SIMPLE) just 
go to www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call us on 0161 
820 5722 and we will arrange delivery for you. 

  

SPECIAL OFFER 3 MONTHS: -                   £25.00 

SPECIAL OFFER  12 Months: -                  £99.00 

DIGITAL COPY: - 12 Months:                    £55.00 

OR 

DIGITAL COPY/AND HARD COPY FOR: - £115.00  

  

All papers are Covid safe and packed in a sterile com-
ponent. 

 

http://www.thecatholicuniverse.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since our humble beginnings, Mary’s Meals, named after Mary the Mother of 
Jesus, has been built on a foundation of prayer and the many little acts of love 
from those who support us. 

This May, the month traditionally dedicated to Our Lady, we invite you to join 
us in prayer to celebrate the wonderful work of Mary’s Meals and give thanks 
that we are now reaching more than 1.8 million children with a nutritious meal 
in 19 countries every school day. We also pray for God’s continued blessing on 
our beautiful mission, that through His providence it will always flourish,                 
enabling us to reach more hungry children. 

You could offer your prayerful support in a number of ways such as: including a 
bidding prayer for Mary’s Meals at Mass, praying the Rosary for our work or 
hosting a Holy Hour. 

Suggested prayer: 
Mary, our Mother, we entrust to your intercession for this work carried out in 
your name; 
that children throughout this world will see their lives transformed through the 
promise  
of a daily meal at school; that our volunteers across the world on whom this  
work depends will be filled with hope and strength; that new seeds of possibility 
will  
be planted, and more people will discover their place in the Mary’s Meals              
family. 
 
You will find inspirational resources for our Pray In May campaign, including 
our prayer card, https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/prayinmay or do get in touch if 
you would like to arrange a talk for your church about our work. 

If you have any questions about this please get in touch with Sarah Mallon at 
Mary’s Meals ( sarah.mallon@marysmeals.org)  

https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/prayinmay
mailto:sarah.mallon@marysmeals.org


THE DAILY “EXAMEN” IN THE MIDST OF COVID  

In this present pandemic there is much talk in the media and all around us about life after-
wards and how this will or will not be affected by the experiences we have lived through 
during these months: losses of friends or family members, restrictions on movement, travel 
and visits, enforced isolation, the dangers of infection, being confined to one place, working 
from home, and so forth. Looking to the future, people are talking about whether the pan-
demic has changed us and, if so, how? What has it shown us about the way we lived before 
it struck? Are we going to go back to the same or live differently? If differently, why and 
how and, crucially, what are we using as a guide to the new life?  

It is worth exploring the possibility that Covid-19 may be offering us the grace of a particu-
lar time and place. And in connection with that I want to outline a way in which the Ignatian 
examen might furnish a prayerful method of reflection to guide us into the future. Such a 
reflection might have the following elements.  

 A general prayer of thanksgiving for gifts received, in recognition that ‘all that is  
 good and every gift descend from on high…as rays descend from the sun, and waters 
 rom a fountain’ (Spiritual Exercises §237).  

• A prayer to the Holy Spirit for enlightenment and guidance in this period of reflection.  

• Memory: calling to mind the gifts received in particular places and over a particular 
period of time during this pandemic, with a prayer of thanksgiving.  

• Reflection: how have I responded to these gifts of grace? A prayer of sorrow if I have 
in any way neglected or abused them.  

• Reflection: from my experience so far, can I identify a grace associated with this time 
of pandemic and the particular places in which I have lived?  

• Reflection: how might I accept and respond to this grace in such a way that it helps to 
give shape and direction to life in the future?  

•  A prayer of thanksgiving for blessings received. It is unlikely of course that the an-
swers to these questions will come at once. Waiting on God in patient silence is a cen-
tral element in contemplative prayer. However, repeated gently over time, the examen, 
I would suggest, allows an awareness of grace offered in particular times and places to 
emerge, albeit slowly, and enlarges and strengthens one’s capacity to respond to it cou-
rageously, generously and wisely going into the future. David Lonsdale  



Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during this 
health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook page for new 
materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the Sunday Gospel. Also 
check out our Links page on the website and you will be directed to other useful sites. Re-
member our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some beautiful prayers and reflections can 
be accessed there.  

Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk. There is 
also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative Theology. All you 
have to do is ask to join. There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: 
@LectioMotherwe1, @rcmotherwell and @motherwellRE Recently a new Facebook page 
has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at 
deepening our understanding of the faith.  

The Liturgy of the Hours, the prayers and readings of the Mass and much more can be 
found at www.ibreviary.com  

Beautiful reflections for all seasons and times can be found at www.thesacredbraid.com     

Another good resource is http://www.catholicireland.net Reflections on the readings of the 
Mass, suggestions for children’s faith formation and lots more.  

 

 



Private visits to the church  

The church is now open for the public celebration of Mass. It will remain open each day 
from 9am to dusk for private prayer. To ensure the safety of all who visit, only the                        
Gathering Area will be accessible. When paying a visit for private prayer:  

• Sanitize your hands upon entering  

• Choose any seat whilst maintaining social distancing  

• When you have finished, sanitize your hands  

• Take the large bottle of sanitizer and spray all over the seat you have used. There is no 
need to wipe it.  

• Sanitize your hands again before leaving Please try your best not to touch any surface 
other than the chair you are using. Also note that the toilet is not available for use.  

 

 



RE-OPENING OUR CHURCH FOR MASS  

Our church is now open for public Mass. Please keep the following in mind:  

1. The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. If you choose 
to come to Mass, please consider attending Mass during the week, to take pres-
sure off the Masses on Saturday evening and Sunday morning. If you feel anx-
ious about taking part in Mass with others or feel that you are vulnerable in any 
way, please do not hesitate to stay at home nor feel guilty about it. Mass will 
continue to be live streamed.  

2. The capacity of the church will be reduced due to social distancing.  

  • This means you will need to book your place for the Mass you 
choose to attend. If you do not have a seat booked, you are not guaranteed 
entry. This is to ensure that each person who comes to Mass already has a seat 
allocated. • Couples will be able to sit together, as will families from the same 
household.  

  • To book: Please book online if possible from the Homepage of the 
parish website. If you are not online, ask a member of your family or a fellow 
parishioner to book for you. If this is still not possible, telephone/text 07907 
609182 and leave a message. For more information, go to the page in the bulle-
tin BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR MASS  

  • If you are booking for people outwith your household, please indicate 
this and also their names, and phone numbers. This ensures not only that they 
are guaranteed a seat but also that we have a record of everyone present.  

  • Please make your booking as early as possible. Also remember to can-
cel if for whatever reason you cannot take up your booking. 3. Apart from chil-
dren under 5 and people with a diagnosed health issue, everyone must wear a 
face-covering before entering the church and during the celebration of Mass.  

4. Each parishioner will be greeted at the door by ushers. You will be asked to 
stand in front of the camera for your temperature to be taken. If a high tempera-
ture is recorded, you will be tested once again by a hand-held thermometer. If 
your temperature is still too high, you will be asked to return home. Both tests 
are anonymous. Sanitising liquid will be available as you enter and leave and 
must be used. The toilet will not be available for use.  

5. You will be accompanied by an usher to your designated seat. You are re-
quested to take the seat indicated by the usher.  

 



 6.  Everyone will remain seated throughout Mass which will last 30-35 
minutes. 

  7.  Holy Communion will be distributed at the very end of Mass, after the 
final blessing and dismissal. For the reception of Holy Communion, please fol-
low the directions of the usher who will indicate when to leave your seat. The 
congregation will present themselves according to where they are seated: first, 
those seated around the organ, then those seated on Our Lady’s side, then those 
on the Sacred Heart’s side, finally those seated in the Oratory. Once you have 
received Holy Communion, please sanitise your hands once more, then leave the 
church immediately by the side door. Make you way to the front of the church 
where you can wait for your family and friends.  

 8.  Baskets will be available at each door for your weekly contribution. 
Please consider donating through a Standing Order.  

 9.  The Church will be sanitised after every Mass.  

 10.  You can volunteer if you are over 16. The over 70s can also volunteer 
as long as they have no underlying health issue. This is a wonderful opportunity 
for our young people to contribute not only to our parish life but also to be in-
volved in the nation’s struggle against the virus. I know you will appreciate this 
code of practice has been drawn up to protect your health and the health of oth-
ers. Your co-operation will be deeply appreciated These are challenging times 
for the parish and the Church. Thank you for your patience, forbearance and 
support. This is also a time of many graces and blessings and a God-given op-
portunity for us to grow as a community of faith.  

 

 
If you test positive for the coronavirus and 
have taken part in a recent Mass in the 
church, please inform Fr Magill  



BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR MASS                                                                                                   
(Please print off this sheet for family members and friends who are not online)  

You can book your seat for Mass by going to our parish website 
www.stathanasiuscarluke.org and by following the instructions there. The booking system is 
very easy to follow.  

Everyone who can is asked to use online booking. This ensures not only that your seat is  
reserved but also that your name and details are recorded in case you need to be contacted. 
These details will be deleted after 3 weeks.  

If you are making multiple bookings, you must do these separately. For instance, you may 
be requesting tickets for six people; three from the same household, one couple and one in-
dividual. This means you would have to make 3 bookings: one for a family block, one for a 
couple’s seating and one for an individual.  

Only members of the same household may sit together.  

If you are not online, please ask a family member or fellow parishioner to book on 
your behalf. Your name and contact details must be entered into the system, not those 
of the person booking for you. The person booking should enter their own email ad-
dress.  

If for whatever reason you cannot make your booking online, you can do so by calling 
07907 609182. Please leave a voicemail with  

 • Your name  

 • Your phone number  

 • Your choice of Mass (day and date)  

 • The number of seats required and the names of those requesting the seats.  

You will receive a text or call to confirm your request.  

This is a very different way of coming to our celebration of Mass together but it is neces-
sary during these challenging times. Please have patience and forbearance. Very quickly 
we’ll all grow accustomed to this process and hopefully it will become second nature to us. 
If you have any questions, please contact Fr Magill.  



LIVE STREAMING  

WE USE LIVE STREAMING TO ENABLE:  

1. HOUSEBOUND PARISHIONERS TO ENGAGE WITH MASS FROM HOME             
RELATIVES/FRIENDS WHO CANNOT ATTEND A BAPTISM / WEDDING /            
FUNERAL TO VIEW IT  

2. EVANGELISATION: ENABLING THOSE WHO CANNOT OR DO NOT ATTEND 
CHURCH TO ENGAGE WITH ACTS OF WORSHIP.  

THESE REASONS ARE NECESSARY IN THE LEGITIMATE INTERESTS OF THE 
CHURCH. THE IMAGES ARE MADE AVAILABLE LIVE ONLINE AND CAN BE           
ACCESSED BY ANYONE. LIVE STREAMING IS CARRIED OUT CONTINUOUSLY 
FROM OUR CHURCH. YOU MAY LOG ON AT ANY TIME TO PAY A VIRTUAL            
VISIT.  

THE CAMERA FOCUSES ONLY ON THE SANCTUARY AREA AND THE AREA                      
IMMEDIATELY IN FRONT OF IT. IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO HAVE YOUR IMAGE 
LIVE STREAMED PLEASE BEAR THIS IN MIND.  

 

 

About Us This Parish is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of MOTHERWELL, registered 
charity number SC011041. If you have questions about this notice, please contact 
frmagill@rcdom.org.uk  

 

 



Pope Francis’ prayer intention for May: The World Of Finance 
Let us pray that those in charge of finance will work with governments to regulate the                  
financial sphere and protect citizens from its dangers.  

This month’s Lucky Numbers Draw: 1st No 24 Marie McGlone £125; 2nd No 42 John 
Milloy £75; 3rd No 68 Claire Fleming £50.                                                                                                  
Please contact Eddie Kelly at treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org for your winnings  

HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am. Monday-Friday: 10am.SACRAMENT 
OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request.  

21 Mount Stewart Street, Carluke, ML8 5EB. Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas F. Magill. Tel: 01555 771250.      
Mobile No: 07789708192; email: frmagill@rcdom.org.uk Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org                   
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook. Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly                             
(email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org)  

SUNDAY TAKEAWAY — In the magnificent hymn that opens the Letter to the Ephesians (see 1:3-6, 11-
12), St Paul makes us understand that every human being is created by God for that fullness of holiness, for 
that beauty of which the Madonna was clothed from the beginning. The goal to which we are called is also 
a gift of God for us, for which, the Apostles says He “chose us before the foundation of the world, to be 
holy and without blemish” (v. 4); He predestined us (see v. 5), in Christ to be totally free from sin one day. 
And this is grace, it is gratuitous, it is a gift of God. 
 
And what Mary had from the beginning, will be ours in the end, after we have passed through the purifying 
“bath” of God’s grace. What opens the gates of paradise to us is God’s grace, received by us with faithful-
ness. Even the most innocent were, nevertheless, marked by original sin and fought with all their strength 
against its consequences. They passed through the “narrow door” that leads to life (see Lk 13:24). And do 
you know who is the first person we are sure entered paradise? Do you know who? A “ruffian”: one of the 
two who was crucified with Jesus. And he turned to Jesus saying: “Jesus, remember me when you come 
into your kingdom”. And He responded: “Today you will be with me in paradise” (Lk 23:42-43). Brothers 
and sisters, God’s grace is offered to everyone; and many who are the least on this earth will be the first in 
heaven (see Mk 10:31). Pope Francis 

There is some restoration and redecoration 

work taking place in the parish house which 

will last for a few weeks. Please take care as 

you make your way into the church 

 

 

 

There will be May Devotions with   

Rosary and Benediction each   

Wednesday of May at 7pm. 

Our first Holy Communions took place on                     

Saturday. Please continue pray for these children 

and their families that the Lord will strengthen and 

nurture their faith. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Mrs Brenda O’Hara on 

her appointment as headteacher of St Athanasius’ 

Primary. Please see our homepage. 

WELCOME AND CONGRATULATIONS to Rhianne 

Rea who will be baptised after Mass this Sunday. May 

God bless her and her parents,  Jennifer and Jaimie, and 

fill them with his gifts of faith, hope, and love.  

http://www.popefrancishomilies.com/grace

