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Readings  
 

FIRST READING 
Acts 9:26-31 

Barnabas reported to the Apostles how Saul had seen the Lord on the way. 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

When Saul arrived in Jerusalem he tried to join the disciples, 

   but they were all afraid of him, 
   not believing that he was a disciple. 
Then Barnabas took charge of him and brought him to the apostles, 
   and he reported to them how he had seen the Lord, 
   and that he had spoken to him, 
   and how in Damascus he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus. 
He moved about freely with them in Jerusalem, 
   and spoke out boldly in the name of the Lord. 
He also spoke and debated with the Hellenists, 
   but they tried to kill him. 
And when the brothers learned of this, 
   they took him down to Caesarea 
   and sent him on his way to Tarsus. 
 
The church throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria was at peace. 
It was being built up and walked in the fear of the Lord, 
   and with the consolation of the Holy Spirit it grew in numbers. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32 

R.  I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people. 
I will fulfil my vows before those who fear the LORD. 
   The lowly shall eat their fill; 
they who seek the LORD shall praise him: 
   “May your hearts live forever!” 
 
R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people. 



 All the ends of the earth 
   shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
all the families of the nations 
   shall bow down before him. 
 
R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people. 
 
To him alone shall bow down 
   all who sleep in the earth; 
before him shall bend 
   all who go down into the dust. 
 
R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people. 
 
And to him my soul shall live; 
   my descendants shall serve him. 
Let the coming generation be told of the LORD 
   that they may proclaim to a people yet to be born 
   the justice he has shown. 
 
R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people. 

 

SECOND READING 
1 John 3:18-24 

This is his commandment: that we may believe and love. 

A reading from the first Letter of Saint John 
 

Children, let us love not in word or speech 

   but in deed and truth. 
 
Now this is how we shall know that we belong to the truth 
   and reassure our hearts before him 
   in whatever our hearts condemn, 
   for God is greater than our hearts and knows everything. 
Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, 
   we have confidence in God 
   and receive from him whatever we ask, 
   because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him. 
And his commandment is this: 
   we should believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, 
   and love one another just as he commanded us. 
Those who keep his commandments remain in him, and he in them, 
   and the way we know that he remains in us 
   is from the Spirit he gave us. 

 



ACCLAMATION BEFORE THE GOSPEL 
John 15:4a, 5b 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Remain in me as I remain in you, says the Lord. 
Whoever remains in me will bear much fruit. 
 
R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL 
Joh 15:1-8 

Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit. 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. 
He takes away every branch in me that does not bear fruit, 
   and every one that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit. 
You are already pruned because of the word that I spoke to you. 
Remain in me, as I remain in you. 
Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own 
   unless it remains on the vine, 
   so neither can you unless you remain in me. 
I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, 
   because without me you can do nothing. 
Anyone who does not remain in me 
   will be thrown out like a branch and wither; 
   people will gather them and throw them into a fire 
   and they will be burned. 
If you remain in me and my words remain in you, 
   ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you. 
By this is my Father glorified, 
   that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 REFLECTION ON THE IMAGE OF THE VINE AND THE BRANCHES 

 

The image of the vine invites us to consider how we experience communion with God in 
Christ. I’ve already shared my sense that theologically speaking we can read this parable 
as an invitation to envision Jesus to be the one in whom both humanity and divinity dwell 
(and mutually indwell). This leads to the question of how we should read the phrase that 
begins the passage: “I am” (egō eimi). This phrase is a favorite of John’s, who has Jesus 
declare that “I am . . . “the bread of life (6:35); “light of the world” (8:12); “gate for the 
sheep” (10:7); “Good Shepherd” (10:11); “resurrection and the life” (11:25), “the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life” (14:6). Then there’s that curious scene in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
where Jesus replies to the question of his identity by saying “I am He” (18:6). It’s possible 
that John thought it a good idea for Jesus to speak clearly about himself and not use that 
circumlocution “son of man,” which appears so often in the other three Gospels. Perhaps 
it’s nothing. Or, perhaps it is very intentional and hearkens back to the revelation of the di-
vine name in Exodus (Exodus 3:13-14). Could it be that John had in mind the divine 
name? Is this John’s way of allowing Jesus to disclose more fully his identity? Consider 
that John begins his Gospel by identifying Jesus with the Word that is God (John 1:1, 
14).  I must confess that long ago I learned that the use of “I Am” here in John was revela-
tory of Jesus’ divine nature. He is the vine, we are the branus, then God abides  

in u            This, somewhat speculative reading of the passage leads us to the question of 
fruitfulness. If we are the branches, and Jesus is the vine—should we not expect to pro-
duce fruit? When I read vines, I think of grapes, perhaps wine grapes. The expectation of 
any farmer raising grapes is that the vines/branches will produce fruit. The vines aren’t 
planted to look pretty. They’re planted to produce a crop. If a branch doesn’t produce then 
it will be pruned away, so as to make room for new shoots/branches that will produce fruit. 
I don’t have fruit trees, but I do have a couple of rose bushes. When I prune back the 
branches that aren’t producing, new branches emerge, and, with them, new rose blooms. 
According to John the Father is the vine grower, the one who takes care of the vines, prun-
ing away the dead branches so that the living branches have room to grow and bear fruit. If 
some branches are cut off and thrown into a fire, what do we make of this? Do we take this 
as a final judgment or divine correction?  Our theology of judgment will likely determine 
how we answer this. But, what is clear is that God expects us to bear fruit.   

s and we    So the expectation of the Christian life—a life lived in Christ—is that one will 
bear fruit. One’s life will reflect that mutual indwelling of Christ’s life in our life and our 
life in his. God is in us, and we are in God. In this passage, the particular fruit aren’t 
named, but that’s okay. We can look elsewhere, such as Galatians 5, for suggestions. One 
particular form of fruit that one should expect to be present is love. If we continue reading 
on in John 15, Jesus says that “the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my 
love” (15:9). Yes, the command of Jesus is to “love one another as I have loved 
you” (15:12). More revealing still is the word found in 1 John 4, that God is love, and that 
if one does not love, one does not know God. 

ide I  The branch abides in the life-giving vine, and from that life-giving vine comes 
the love of God, which is expressed in the life of faith.  Robert Cornwall 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+3%3A13-14&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1%2C+14&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1%2C+14&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A7-12&version=NRSV


THE LINK BETWEEN THE EUCHARIST AND THE RESURRECTION 

 

After he was baptised and joined the Christian community, Paul found believers 
to be already celebrating the Eucharist on the Lord’s Day (Sunday) as their cen-
tral act of worship. In his turn, he introduced Eucharistic practice when he 
founded local churches in Corinth and elsewhere. In the light of the Eucharist, 
he found it intolerable that factions split the Corinthian community. When seek-
ing to heal these divisions, he reminded the faithful of what Jesus did at the Last 
Supper: 

On the night he was handed over, the Lord Jesus took bread, and, after giving 
thanks, he broke it and said: ‘This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
memory of me.’ In the same way, he took the cup, after supper, and said: ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Whenever you drink it, do this in memory 
of me.’ (1 Cor 11: 23-25). 

After recalling the words and gestures that Jesus used at the Last Supper, Paul 
drew out the meaning of the Eucharist for the Christians at Corinth: ‘as often as 
you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the death of the [risen] Lord 
until he comes’ (1 Cor 11: 26).  In this way, Paul summed up the meaning and 
message of the Eucharist as preaching the death of Christ – now invisibly but re-
ally present in his risen glory – in the hope of his future coming when human 
history ends.  There is a straight line from what Paul wrote to the Eucharistic ac-
clamation: ‘When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim your death, 
Lord Jesus, until you come in glory.’ 

Jesus instituted the Eucharist to express sacramentally what his death and resur-
rection would bring: an intimate fellowship among his followers, through a new 
covenantal relationship with God, which would endure until the final kingdom 
came. When tackling divisions that plagued the Christian community at Corinth, 
Paul went to the heart of the matter. By celebrating the Eucharist, they were pro-
claiming among themselves and to the world the death and resurrection of Jesus 
their Lord as they waited for his future coming in glory. How then could they 
tolerate the divisions that were wounding their union in the body of Christ? 

Fr Gerry O’Collins SJ 



PREPARING FOR PENTECOST 

THE GIFT OF KNOWLEDGE 

The Holy Spirit’s gift of knowledge serves as a cornerstone for our lives as Christians, and 
this is why the Church has always emphasised, however imperfectly, the importance of     
catechising the faithful. But it can feel peculiar to call knowledge a gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Surely knowledge is something we acquire ourselves and has no innate holiness. After all, 
we all know a great many things that do not strike us as holy and oriented toward the King-
dom of God. But to divorce our knowledge from our faith is to deny how our lives depend 
upon God and to risk living a Christian life that lacks a firm foundation. In an age in which 
we are bombarded with information, opinion and argument, the Spirit’s gift of knowledge 
invites us into the deeper truth of Jesus Christ. 

Our lives depend upon God: that is what we profess when, in the words of the Nicene 
Creed, we acknowledge our belief in the Holy Spirit under the title ‘the Lord, the giver of 
life.’ Recognising knowledge as a gift from the Holy Spirit affirms this dependence. We          
assuredly do learn by virtue of our own natural talents, through the hard work we dedicate 

to our education, and thanks to the attention lavished upon us by our 
teachers. But through all of that runs the Spirit’s gift of knowledge. We 
learn because we are alive, because we are human persons capable of 
learning, because we have minds and senses open to the world around us. 
We gain knowledge because we are created in the image and likeness of 
the One who possesses all knowledge. For knowledge is something we 
receive, something that fills us from without as it transforms our interior 
way of looking at the world around us. 

The interior transformation wrought by our knowledge has everything to do with our lives 
as Christians. For what we do not know, we cannot hope to love. It is for this reason that the 
Spirit’s gift of knowledge serves as a cornerstone for our lives of faith. In one of the most 
influential texts in the history of Christian catechesis, St Augustine declares that: ‘you will 
know, beyond doubt, all these things which you seek, by diligently knowing what is to be 
believed, what ought to be hoped for and what ought to be loved. For these are the greatest, 
indeed truly the only things that must be followed in religion.’ Augustine here invokes St 
Paul’s famous triad of faith, hope and love, a vision of life that tugs at the Christian heart 
and stirs our longing for a world shaped by the steadfast, hopeful love manifested in Christ 
Jesus. But Augustine has carefully linked knowledge to these virtues. It is not enough to be-
lieve: we must know what to believe. If we are to hope, we must know what we hope for. If 
we are to love, we must know the ones we are called to love. 

Christian love asks us to consider the world in which we live with care, to recognise hidden 
injustices, to challenge accepted values, to attend to the humanity of the dehumanised. To 
love like that requires knowledge. In ignorance, we easily accept that the way things are is 
the way they ought to be. But as we gain knowledge of the truth, we receive the first gift we 
need to approach the world with a discerning heart. If we desire to change the world for the 
better, we first need to know the truth of what is better. And we need not wonder how to 
learn this truth: we have to read, to listen, to discuss, to think. God has given us minds ready 
for knowledge, and when we desire to know, the Spirit comes swiftly to our aid, encourag-
ing us and giving us life. Knowledge begins to untie the knots in which our ignorance 
leaves us – the knots that keep us bound in inaction and frustration. The Spirit’s gift of 
knowledge unbinds us so that we can move toward spiritual freedom. Thomas Flowers SJ  



I am looking at a stained glass window 
from the 19th century in the church of 
Saint Germain in Pleyben, Brittany, 
France. The artist divides the vine over 
three windows  

In the top of a vine, placed in the central 
window, we see Jesus: in his left hand he 
has a globe with a cross, sign that he is 
the king of the universe. With his right 
hand he gives the blessing of the Holy 
Trinity, symbolized by the three fingers. 
The tree finds its roots in a source. Two 
deer are drinking from it. They are a              
reference to Psalm 42, ‘As a deer yearns 
for running streams, I yearn for you, my 
God.’ Note that out of the source of 
streaming water a vine grows: allusion to 
the fact that Jesus turns the water of 
God’s Law into the wine of grace. The 
leaves of the vine tree are not only green 
(colour of hope), but also gold (colour of 
faith) and red (colour of love).  

In the branches of the vine we see                  
bunches of grapes and the twelve apostles 
with their attributes. The branches of the 

tree and the placing of the apostles show a surprising symmetry, sign of                      
perfection.  

All the apostles are looking to the centre as if they are pondering on Jesus’ 
words. There is one exception: one of the two disciples just below Jesus. He is 
looking at me. He looks like Jesus and he carries a little green plant in his hands.  

What does he say to me?  

Fr Dries van den Akker SJ  

PICTURE MEDITATION ON THE GOSPEL 



A SONNET  

By Malcolm Guite 

I AM THE VINE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Sounding the Seasons, by Malcolm Guite, CanterburyPress 2012  

John 15:5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that 
abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 

  

How might it feel to be part of the vine? 

Not just to see the vineyard from afar 

Or even pluck the clusters, press the wine, 

But to be grafted in, to feel the stir 

Of inward sap that rises from our root, 

Himself deep planted in the ground of Love, 

To feel a leaf unfold a tender shoot, 

As tendrils curled unfurl, as branches give 

A little to the swelling of the grape, 

In gradual perfection, round and full, 

To bear within oneself the joy and hope 

Of God’s good vintage, till it’s ripe and whole. 

What might it mean to bide and to abide 



THE DAILY “EXAMEN” IN THE MIDST OF COVID  

In this present pandemic there is much talk in the media and all around us about life after-
wards and how this will or will not be affected by the experiences we have lived through 
during these months: losses of friends or family members, restrictions on movement, travel 
and visits, enforced isolation, the dangers of infection, being confined to one place, working 
from home, and so forth. Looking to the future, people are talking about whether the pan-
demic has changed us and, if so, how? What has it shown us about the way we lived before 
it struck? Are we going to go back to the same or live differently? If differently, why and 
how and, crucially, what are we using as a guide to the new life?  

It is worth exploring the possibility that Covid-19 may be offering us the grace of a particu-
lar time and place. And in connection with that I want to outline a way in which the Ignatian 
examen might furnish a prayerful method of reflection to guide us into the future. Such a 
reflection might have the following elements.  

 A general prayer of thanksgiving for gifts received, in recognition that ‘all that is  
 good and every gift descend from on high…as rays descend from the sun, and waters 
 rom a fountain’ (Spiritual Exercises §237).  

• A prayer to the Holy Spirit for enlightenment and guidance in this period of reflection.  

• Memory: calling to mind the gifts received in particular places and over a particular 
period of time during this pandemic, with a prayer of thanksgiving.  

• Reflection: how have I responded to these gifts of grace? A prayer of sorrow if I have 
in any way neglected or abused them.  

• Reflection: from my experience so far, can I identify a grace associated with this time 
of pandemic and the particular places in which I have lived?  

• Reflection: how might I accept and respond to this grace in such a way that it helps to 
give shape and direction to life in the future?  

•  A prayer of thanksgiving for blessings received. It is unlikely of course that the an-
swers to these questions will come at once. Waiting on God in patient silence is a cen-
tral element in contemplative prayer. However, repeated gently over time, the examen, 
I would suggest, allows an awareness of grace offered in particular times and places to 
emerge, albeit slowly, and enlarges and strengthens one’s capacity to respond to it cou-
rageously, generously and wisely going into the future. David Lonsdale  



Remember there are many resources to foster your prayer and spiritual life during this 
health emergency. Please continue to check our parish website and Facebook page for new 
materials. Each week I post a video with a little reflection on the Sunday Gospel. Also 
check out our Links page on the website and you will be directed to other useful sites. Re-
member our twitter account too— @saintaths. Some beautiful prayers and reflections can 
be accessed there.  

Our diocesan website also has online prayer resources—go to www.rcdom.org.uk. There is 
also a closed Facebook group you might wish to join—Contemplative Theology. All you 
have to do is ask to join. There are also Twitter accounts you may find helpful: 
@LectioMotherwe1, @rcmotherwell and @motherwellRE Recently a new Facebook page 
has been opened: Motherwell Diocese Adult Formation. You’ll find material there aimed at 
deepening our understanding of the faith.  

The Liturgy of the Hours, the prayers and readings of the Mass and much more can be 
found at www.ibreviary.com  

Beautiful reflections for all seasons and times can be found at www.thesacredbraid.com     

Another good resource is http://www.catholicireland.net Reflections on the readings of the 
Mass, suggestions for children’s faith formation and lots more.  

 

 



Private visits to the church  

The church is now open for the public celebration of Mass. It will remain open each day 
from 9am to dusk for private prayer. To ensure the safety of all who visit, only the                        
Gathering Area will be accessible. When paying a visit for private prayer:  

• Sanitize your hands upon entering  

• Choose any seat whilst maintaining social distancing  

• When you have finished, sanitize your hands  

• Take the large bottle of sanitizer and spray all over the seat you have used. There is no 
need to wipe it.  

• Sanitize your hands again before leaving Please try your best not to touch any surface 
other than the chair you are using. Also note that the toilet is not available for use.  

 

 



RE-OPENING OUR CHURCH FOR MASS  

Our church is now open for public Mass. Please keep the following in mind:  

1. The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains suspended. If you choose 
to come to Mass, please consider attending Mass during the week, to take pres-
sure off the Masses on Saturday evening and Sunday morning. If you feel anx-
ious about taking part in Mass with others or feel that you are vulnerable in any 
way, please do not hesitate to stay at home nor feel guilty about it. Mass will 
continue to be live streamed.  

2. The capacity of the church will be reduced due to social distancing.  

  • This means you will need to book your place for the Mass you 
choose to attend. If you do not have a seat booked, you are not guaranteed 
entry. This is to ensure that each person who comes to Mass already has a seat 
allocated. • Couples will be able to sit together, as will families from the same 
household.  

  • To book: Please book online if possible from the Homepage of the 
parish website. If you are not online, ask a member of your family or a fellow 
parishioner to book for you. If this is still not possible, telephone/text 07907 
609182 and leave a message. For more information, go to the page in the bulle-
tin BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR MASS  

  • If you are booking for people outwith your household, please indicate 
this and also their names, and phone numbers. This ensures not only that they 
are guaranteed a seat but also that we have a record of everyone present.  

  • Please make your booking as early as possible. Also remember to can-
cel if for whatever reason you cannot take up your booking. 3. Apart from chil-
dren under 5 and people with a diagnosed health issue, everyone must wear a 
face-covering before entering the church and during the celebration of Mass.  

4. Each parishioner will be greeted at the door by ushers. You will be asked to 
stand in front of the camera for your temperature to be taken. If a high tempera-
ture is recorded, you will be tested once again by a hand-held thermometer. If 
your temperature is still too high, you will be asked to return home. Both tests 
are anonymous. Sanitising liquid will be available as you enter and leave and 
must be used. The toilet will not be available for use.  

5. You will be accompanied by an usher to your designated seat. You are re-
quested to take the seat indicated by the usher.  

 



 6.  Everyone will remain seated throughout Mass which will last 30-35 
minutes. 

  7.  Holy Communion will be distributed at the very end of Mass, after the 
final blessing and dismissal. For the reception of Holy Communion, please fol-
low the directions of the usher who will indicate when to leave your seat. The 
congregation will present themselves according to where they are seated: first, 
those seated around the organ, then those seated on Our Lady’s side, then those 
on the Sacred Heart’s side, finally those seated in the Oratory. Once you have 
received Holy Communion, please sanitise your hands once more, then leave the 
church immediately by the side door. Make you way to the front of the church 
where you can wait for your family and friends.  

 8.  Baskets will be available at each door for your weekly contribution. 
Please consider donating through a Standing Order.  

 9.  The Church will be sanitised after every Mass.  

 10.  You can volunteer if you are over 16. The over 70s can also volunteer 
as long as they have no underlying health issue. This is a wonderful opportunity 
for our young people to contribute not only to our parish life but also to be in-
volved in the nation’s struggle against the virus. I know you will appreciate this 
code of practice has been drawn up to protect your health and the health of oth-
ers. Your co-operation will be deeply appreciated These are challenging times 
for the parish and the Church. Thank you for your patience, forbearance and 
support. This is also a time of many graces and blessings and a God-given op-
portunity for us to grow as a community of faith.  

 

 
If you test positive for the coronavirus and 
have taken part in a recent Mass in the 
church, please inform Fr Magill  



BOOKING YOUR SEAT FOR MASS                                                                                                   
(Please print off this sheet for family members and friends who are not online)  

You can book your seat for Mass by going to our parish website 
www.stathanasiuscarluke.org and by following the instructions there. The booking system is 
very easy to follow.  

Everyone who can is asked to use online booking. This ensures not only that your seat is  
reserved but also that your name and details are recorded in case you need to be contacted. 
These details will be deleted after 3 weeks.  

If you are making multiple bookings, you must do these separately. For instance, you may 
be requesting tickets for six people; three from the same household, one couple and one in-
dividual. This means you would have to make 3 bookings: one for a family block, one for a 
couple’s seating and one for an individual.  

Only members of the same household may sit together.  

If you are not online, please ask a family member or fellow parishioner to book on 
your behalf. Your name and contact details must be entered into the system, not those 
of the person booking for you. The person booking should enter their own email ad-
dress.  

If for whatever reason you cannot make your booking online, you can do so by calling 
07907 609182. Please leave a voicemail with  

 • Your name  

 • Your phone number  

 • Your choice of Mass (day and date)  

 • The number of seats required and the names of those requesting the seats.  

You will receive a text or call to confirm your request.  

This is a very different way of coming to our celebration of Mass together but it is neces-
sary during these challenging times. Please have patience and forbearance. Very quickly 
we’ll all grow accustomed to this process and hopefully it will become second nature to us. 
If you have any questions, please contact Fr Magill.  



LIVE STREAMING  

WE USE LIVE STREAMING TO ENABLE:  

1. HOUSEBOUND PARISHIONERS TO ENGAGE WITH MASS FROM HOME             
RELATIVES/FRIENDS WHO CANNOT ATTEND A BAPTISM / WEDDING /            
FUNERAL TO VIEW IT  

2. EVANGELISATION: ENABLING THOSE WHO CANNOT OR DO NOT ATTEND 
CHURCH TO ENGAGE WITH ACTS OF WORSHIP.  

THESE REASONS ARE NECESSARY IN THE LEGITIMATE INTERESTS OF THE 
CHURCH. THE IMAGES ARE MADE AVAILABLE LIVE ONLINE AND CAN BE           
ACCESSED BY ANYONE. LIVE STREAMING IS CARRIED OUT CONTINUOUSLY 
FROM OUR CHURCH. YOU MAY LOG ON AT ANY TIME TO PAY A VIRTUAL            
VISIT.  

THE CAMERA FOCUSES ONLY ON THE SANCTUARY AREA AND THE AREA                      
IMMEDIATELY IN FRONT OF IT. IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO HAVE YOUR IMAGE 
LIVE STREAMED PLEASE BEAR THIS IN MIND.  

 

 

About Us This Parish is part of the Roman Catholic Diocese of MOTHERWELL, registered 
charity number SC011041. If you have questions about this notice, please contact 
frmagill@rcdom.org.uk  

 

 



Pope Francis’ prayer intention for May: The World Of Finance 
Let us pray that those in charge of finance will work with governments to regulate the                  
financial sphere and protect citizens from its dangers.  

This month’s Lucky Numbers Draw: 1st no 43 Lesley MacDonald £125; 2nd No 9 Marie 
Henderson £75; 3rd No William Chapman 29 £50.                                                                                   
Please contact Eddie Kelly at treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org for your winnings  

The new camera in the church will give better 

picture and sound quality. The installation is 

now completed and 

streaming through               

Facebook has been                 

discontinued. Please say if 

you are experiencing any 

problems with the sound 

or vision.  

HOLY MASS: Vigil of Sunday: Saturday, 6pm; Sunday: 11am. Monday-Friday: 10am.SACRAMENT 
OF RECONCILIATION: Saturday 5.30–5.55pm and on request.  

21 Mount Stewart Street, Carluke, ML8 5EB. Parish Priest: Fr. Thomas F. Magill. Tel: 01555 771250.      
Mobile No: 07789708192; email: frmagill@rcdom.org.uk Website: www.stathanasiuscarluke.org                   
Chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council: Mr Ronnie Cook. Parish Treasurer: Mr Eddie Kelly                             
(email: treasurer@stathanasiuscarluke.org)  

Choices Community Charity Shop                 
reopens for business on 26th April, 
10am-4pm, Wednesday halfday. Please 
support this charity which is an                     
ecumenical project of the various 
churches in the town.  

SUNDAY TAKEAWAY: We have come together, to encounter the gaze of Mary, since there, 
as it were, is reflected the gaze of the Father, who made her the Mother of God, and the 
gaze of the Son on the Cross, who made her our Mother. It is with that gaze that Mary 
watches us today. We need her tender gaze, her maternal gaze, which knows us better than 
anyone else, her gaze full of compassion and care. Mary, today we want to tell you: Mother 
grant us your gaze! Your gaze leads us to God, your gaze is a gift of the good Father who 
waits for us at every turn of our path, it is a gift of Jesus Christ on the Cross, who takes             
upon himself our sufferings, our struggles, our sin. And in order to meet this Father who is 
full of love, today we say to her: Mother, give us your gaze! Let’s say it all together: 
“Mother, grant us your gaze!”. “Mother, grant us your gaze!”. Pope Francis 

Please pray for Kimberley and David 
Quinn-Boyle-Wate whose baby son 
Braylon died suddenly. The funeral 
Mass takes place this Wednesday at 12 
noon. 

There is some restoration and 

redecoration work taking 

place in the parish house 

which will last for a few 

weeks. Please take care as you 

make your way into the 

church 

There will be May Devotions 

with Rosary and Benediction 

each Wednesday of May at 

7pm. 

A big thanks to our teachers and children who               

celebrated First Confession, the Sacrament of             

Reconciliation, last week. Our first Holy Com-

munions take place on Saturday 15th May. 

Please pray for these children and their families 

that the Lord will strengthen and nurture their faith. 


